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INTRODUCTION. 



The Correspondence from which theae Memoirs nre 
compiled, may perhaps strike the reader as U‘ing of 
a date not verv recent: however, wc must recollect 
that the Indian does not chnopfe: that his manners, 
customs, institutions, and arc the same as iu 

the time of Alexander, is proved from the following 
passage taken from this work 

“ Mcgastltcnes, who wn * sent umhassador by Selettcos 
to Sadracottoa, King of Practi, whose dominion now 
foniis the f«<rtile provbev# of Bengal, Bnher, and 
Oude, wrote !in account of his embassy, which Arrian 
has preserved iu bis History of India; and that 
narrative, wfitteji thousand years ago, when com¬ 
pared with Hindoos, con- 

vincL-s us hoar little change they had undergone 
during that long period; nor have the conquests and 
cruelties of their Mahoinedan tnvadets, nor their, 
comiucreUl "“I- E»o[»r«». «ttW 

and oaMoni, .0 dt- ply ... ft-r 

religioiifi tentts- 
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INITMODULTION* 


It Will ho observfd, that one of the principa! object a 
of tbe author throughout these Ulcnioirsi is lo expliiitv 
and recondie froiu the existing niiiuners and castoins 
of the East^ tiianr passages of Scripture which may 
appear obscare or unintelligible to the European who 
has never vi,Hited those conntrieS| and of which the 
modern sophist avails hinisdf as an excuse for re¬ 
jecting the authenticity of the sublime and consolatory 
trucontained in the &icpcd Volumes. 



biographical sketch 

or THE AUTHOR. 

James Eoruei?, Esrj., ML-inbcr of tbc Royiil und 
Aiitii|uarijm Societies, and of Bic Amidian at Rctic; 
Uncallj^ descended from the Earls of Gnmard, Mas bom 
iu London’ on the 19tb of May, 1749. Edne ated at 
Hadley, by the Rev. David Gamjw, of whom be midtea 
grateful and bonourabie mention in these Memoirs, 
he became, onder hU anapi™, an excellent classic 
scholar, well skilled in ancient and luodem historv, 
and possessed of much general information. 

Before the age of sixteen be obtained the appoint¬ 
ment of writer to Bombay. With much talent for 
drawing, and a great desire to explore foreign clinics, 
he travelled during a period of nearly twenty ycu« 
through difTcrcut purls of Asia, Africa, and America, 
studying the manners and customs cif the inhaljitants, 
and delineating the natural productions of those coun¬ 
tries, which, with the accompanying manuscripts, fill 
oue hundred and fifty folio volumes, containing Hfty- 
two thousand pages. His residem-e of four ycara ex- 
dusivcly among the Brahmins in Hindostan, gave im 
the opportunity of forming an intiinaU' aiTjuamtance 
with the opinions of this ringular pcopU'. 
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ajOGJlAl'EILtAL SKETCH 


After ImTing filled sever wl lii) port ant situations in 
different parts of India, with equal honour, talent, and 
intent)’, Mr. Forbes retururd to lin{,dand in 1784, at 
the early age of fivc-and-tliirty! before a longer re¬ 
sidence in that enenratiog climate bad desirojed a 
sound constilution, weakened the powers of an ardent 
iuiiiginatioti and highly cultivated mind, or deadened 
the cfitliusiasni and benevolent emotions of strong 
feeling He purchased an estate in the neighbour¬ 
hood of London, and in 1787 married Kos^e, danghit-r 
of Joseph Goylard, Esq., by whom he bat! one daughter, 
married to the Count de Montalcmbcrt, Fcer of France- 
In the bosom of his family, and a numerous circle 
of friends hv whom he was beloved and respected, Mr. 
Forbes devoted his leisure hours to literary pnrsuits. 
Ilis piety was most ardent, Ida t-harity unbounded, his 
philanthropy universal. The susceptibility of feeling 
which so piirticuhtrly ehiiratteri^ted biiii, never pro¬ 
duced the sligliteet alteration in the kindness and gen¬ 
tleness of his disposition, or on the warm syHi|tntLies 
of Ids nature in his domestic and social relations. On 
the contrary I although severe to himself in the dis¬ 
charge of every reHgious and moral duty, he was ever 
indulgent to the faults of others, tiinl willing to admit 
of their extcniiation. He had ttiore of that Christian 
charity recoinniendcrd by l;t. Peter, which siiffcrcth long 
and is kind, and tbinketh uo evil, and of Stenu's milk 
of hmuan kindness, than is generally the allotterl portion 
of nuuikind; in proof of wldeh may be adduced the les- 
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tiiiiouy of the proudBrahmin, the super-ititioiiis Hindoo, 
nod the outcast Chandnla, contained in a letter ad¬ 
dressed to him hy the iuhabitoots of Dhnhoy un leaving 
the governmetil of that city.* And not only the 
Indian during the tiveiity yesirs he passed in Asia, but 
tbeEuropciin during his after residence in \arloui parts 
of Kiigtund and the Continent, experienced the efiecta 
of his unostentatious hcdeficenee, especially those tr/jo 
cantfiit di^t wsd to bfg arc ashamed^ Tlie fatherless 
and the widow were the peculiar objects of his fender 
solicitude: indeed all the unhappy: for his heart was 
ever open to soothe the sorrows of auft'ering humanitj, 
as hia purse to rcUeve its wants. I trust I shall be 
eicused for dwelling on the portrait of an honoured, 
and revered, and Iteloved parent; its featura are rare 
as they arc beautifuL 

In 1790 Mr. Forbes quitted England in company 
with a learned and intimate friend, and travelled 
through Italy, Switacrhmd. and Germany: hut being 
Hi that period unoUle to enter France, he with his 
wife and daughter, during the short peace of 1SU3, 
embarked for Holland, whence without being aware 

of the comnicneenlent of hostilities birtweeii England 

and France, he proceeded to Paris, and arrived in that 
capital the rlay after the unjust and shameful order 
had been issued, which constituted all English tnivd- 
lera and residents in the French dominion* prisoners 


* See p. a+S, »ul. II- "I ll*'* 
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of war. He sljarcd tlic fate of Ilia imfortuimtc conn- 
tryuien, wait sent to Venlmi, and rcmniiied there mitil, 
at the aoIicLtiition of 51. Camot, President of the NV 
tional Institute at Paris, and of Sir Joseph Btitiks, 
President of the Royal Society, he obtained his liberty, 
and returned to England in June IS04. 

Mr. Forbes first appeared as an author hy the pub- 
lieation of “ Letters In France, written in 1803 imd 
.1804, coutaioiiig a particular description of tho English 
at Verdun,” two voJ^. 8vo. He afUTwanls pnblished 
** Reflections on the Charaetcr of the Hindoos, and on 
the Iinporianec of concerting them to Christianity, in 
8vo. 1810. His most important work is the Oriental 
Memoirs now offered to the public. 

In 181C lie aeconipunied his fumily to Paris, where 
he remiiincd two years. He again quitted England 
in June 18111, when he was seized with the fatal ill¬ 
ness w'hieh terminated his exemplary life: a life which 
had been hut a preparation for eternity. He died at 
Aix lii CliupL'Ue, in the arms of his daughter and her 
children, In August 1819, at the age of seventy. 




These Aleirioira are founded on a acrioa of Icttm, 
wriitLn during a long residence in India. A rarietjr 
of new and interesting matter, collected (rom ralnable 
and accurate rcBDiirceB, has inducted me to alter their 
origlual form, and present them to the world in the 
shape of a connected narrJtive. I consider this ex- 
]>1atiation nc 4 .‘c 9 aary to account for the epislobiry style, 
occasional repetitions, and want of connexion, which 
wiU be found to pemsde ilieni- 

Leaving England licfore I had uttained my six¬ 
teenth year, anfJ l>eing while in India deprived of a 
choice of books, 1 lay no claim to literary merit, I 
tmi eonseious of nnineroua defects in a work cotn- 
numced at tliEit early age, and contimied for eighteen 
years in the India Company's service, when duty stu- 
tiontd me ut many of their settlements, an<l curiosity 
led me to other plates Tn the western provinces of 
Hiiiriostati, 

The miUiitBcrlpts from which these volumes arc 
compiled, and the drawings which illustrate them, 
have formed the piincipid retTfution of my life. Tin; 
pursuit beguiled the monotony of our India voyjtges, 
chccretl a snlitury residence at -Viijcngo and Dbuhoy, 
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and softened the long poriod of abst^nce from my na¬ 
tive noKintry i it liaq since mitigated the rigor of caj>- 
tivity^ and iiUeviated domestic sorrow* Drawing to 
me bad the iame charm mnaic to the soul of liar* 
monj^ In my secluded situation in Gas&or£it I seemed 
to be blest with another Mj friends in India 

were happy to enlarge my collection; the aporUman 
B appended big career after royal game to procure me 
a cuiioaity; the Hindoo often brought a bird or an 
insect for delineation^ knowing ic would then regain 
its liberty 1 and the Brahmin supplied specimens of 
ftiiit nod dowers from his aacred enclosures. 

DilRdent as I am of this performance^ I deem my- 
self, in some degree, pledged to publish it, in conse¬ 
quence of this {dedge being the immediate cause of 
procuring the Ubemtion of myself and family from 
captivity* I also assign iis iinother reasou, that some 
of my letters at full lengths ^^nd ejctructa from others, 
have appeared in several late pub!ications, without 
being ascribed to tlieir real author. 
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CH.-tPTER I. 

T!«; Aullior embark* m a Writer for Uombay-Cape Je Veril 
l,knd.-SaJlB tiK the t'npe of Good 

Arrival bI Rio de Janeiro— H um ram jf-bird* described-City o 

L Sebo*tiBn-Dopart«re frora South AmerH^-rnstan de 
Cunha-Tsble Land-Storra* off the Cape 

Dyii.t! Dolplim-Shqion Fire -Sea-sCurry^Fuacrol Cercmeny 

at Sea—Mortatony and Distrew in long Calms-MaUibar Coa*t 

^Slttement at tui:biu-Caliet.t^TeltkherTy^Manfialnrc- 

Go« Harbour, and CUy-Arrival at Bombay. 

H^VJSG obtained the appointment of a wtitcT m the 
Eaat India Co.npimy » Bombay I '^n.bnrted 

^itb fourteen other passengers for that sHtk-mcn , 

the month of March i7fi5, I 

sixteenth year; and at Hmt early age 1 commenced 

my doficripttve letters, and the drawings which aeeom- 

*’“yer”n€onnLertng the boisterous seas in the Bay 
of JJiscav. we entered the warmer Uiitudes I and h^ 
a dUtant view of the islands of Madeira, Pidma, and 

ktTwc ,1» r-k orT.^rilfc, ... 

maicstlc head above the clouds, and presenting a gran 

J „,ap.i6c™, F,„„. <h.«c „ « 

a. Jago. the l..g« "f O-LfC dE V«d uJ«.d., for 
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ST. JAGO. 


A supplJ- of water flud refreshments; ami, psiasiDg by 
tile Tslea of Botia-vista, Sal, and Mayo, wliosi; barreii 
and rockv shores arc seldoui visited by strangej^, we 
arrived at Porto Pmya the middle of May: this is 
tlic prineipal aca-i)ort of St. Jago; the eity where the 
governor iiod bishop reside is aitimied at some dis- 
tiiQfC inlattil; but there is so little attraction in the 
maimers of the Portuguese, ami so great a nsircity of 
boiwes, that the passengers do tmt often go there. 
The fortress ami principal houses at Porto Praya are 
on a rocky emmenee near tlic watering place; but 
below it is a beautiful valley, whieh we daily visited. 
Our youthful party were tharmed with its lioi-elty, 
and regaled on the plantains, focoa-nuts, and pine¬ 
apples, with which it abokindHtd. The lofty cocou- 
trec, and waving ivlhutuiii, were enlivened by mon¬ 
keys, and a variety of birds; but tlie weatlier being 
extreuiclv hot, and the hills barren, we seldom strolled 
kevond the limits of the valley. 

\Vc reiiioincd almnt a week at St, Jago, and then 
sailed for the Cape i>f Good Hope; but on discovering 
a dangerous leak in the ship, we were obliged to alter 
our course, imd to proceetl tiiitiicdiHtfly to Rio de 
Janeiro, a Portuguese settlement on the coast of 
Brazil, where w'c rontlmied from the end of June 
until the miditlc of October; while the vessel under-. 
went tJie nreesaory rtptdrs. 

If I WHS pleased with Sc, Jngo, I had much greater 
reason to be delighted with the Bruztls : the grutideiir 
of the mountahis, the fertility of the vallcyB, the mild¬ 
ness of the climate, and the gcnetul beauty of uniiual 
and vegetable nature, render this part of South Ame^ 
ricu very interesting •, while the variety of trees imd 
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pluDti^j the profusioti of fruits and flow^rra, and the 
Urilliancy of ilic birds and instictSj, aftordud an timplc 
scope for my earlirat attempts in natural history* One 
lovely vEillcy^ over which the aqiiediiet passca which 
BUppliLS the city of St. Sebjtstiftu wilh water, was 
(ijy favourite place of resorttlicr^: the rose and 
iiiyrde iniiiirlcd tlipir fragranee w^ith the clustering 
blossoms of the citron and orange trees, bending Rt 
the same tiiue under the weight ot their golden 
produccp 

** Fgr here gn^flt Spring 

tureens ftli theyesr* anil fniita and bluHcmu hlu^K 
In Hociol fiweeruesi, on the wjlf-sarac bough; 

Tliousjiiida of nntiirti’a choristers, nrruyed in nil the 
hrilliiinL-y of tropical plumage, enlivened these extta- 
Bivc orange groves; and the hmuining-birfl, the 
aniallGst and most lovely of the feathered race, hnzaed 
like the bee, while sipping the nectiirioas deW' from 
the blossoms and flowers. Nothing can exceed the 
delicacy of these little heautics; eapeciaUy of that 
which from its minuteness is called the fly^bird; its 
bill and legs arc not thicker than ft pin; its heutl, 
tulud with glossy jet. varies with every iimiinn into 
slmdcs of grren aJici puri>ic i the hrca^it iff of n bright 
flame colour; every feruther, when viewed through a 
microscope, appears as if fringed with silver, and 
spotted with goltL 

Tlie serpents in this part of South America are 
large and iiosious, bur often beaurifiiUy t'olonred; the 
town and coimtry are infested with lizards, scor- 
pioDs, centipedes, and troublesome insects of vanoiw 
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ki'mts. The wiU imfjimls geiiemlly keep apon the 
moiititoitu, iind leave ihe vallep to the cowa, sheep, 
und ^OJtts, which were Ititroducecl into these colonies 
hy the PortiigneKc. 

St. Sebiistiaa, the capital of Rio dc Janeiro, is a 
larjje city, with onmeroiia churches, enuvetits, und 
nmiijcries; hut the manners and ciistoms of the inha¬ 
bitants jut neitlier pleasing nor interesting; pride, 
poverty, indolence, and snperstition, are the prevailing 
characteristics of these dcgelienite Portogueze ; and 
seem to have entirely extinguished the nohle virtues 
of their ancestors: their cruelty to the plantation 
negroes, and alaves of every' description, is cxcesaive: 
hiiniauity shudders at the constant smack of the whip, 
and the loud cries for mercry, vainly implored by these 
poor wretches, from their tyrannic masters, who aeetn 
to have lost every sense of that divine attrilutte. 

The Splendour of the churches, the pompous cere- 
Rioiiies of the Roiidsli worship, the various dresses 
of the monks and nuns, and the beauty of the giir- 
dens at their convents, were ull attractive. I could 
enlarge on tlit'sc subjects, as also on the variety of 
the animal and vegetable productions, hut I shall 
Tuen-Iy obserse, that the coast abounds with excei- 
Icnt hsh of didcrent kinds; a [profusion of fruit and 
vegetables supplies the public inarketB, and the nu- 
Dieroiis vessels which arc constantly arriving in this 
noble harbour; beef, mutton, pork, and different 
kinds of poultry, are also plentiful, and at a moderate 
price. 

The native Brazilians are seldom to be seen at 
Rio dc Janeiro; the few who yet remain Jive at a 
distance from the Portugueze settlements; and their 
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nitltmcra iiiiil ciis-toms tirn little known. Neither could 
I obtiiin ninrli Jnforniiition about the gold and diu- 
inond iiiines, for which Brazil J? celebrated; they 
are in the inttrior inountalni^, far from the cajntal ; 
liJid the ronds arc strictly guiirdcd to prcTi-nt all com- 
iiiiinicatloD. The jtrwclk-ra' shops at f?t. Scbastiati 
nntke a grand display of dlafnonds, topazes, lunethysts, 
ancl other prcciotls stone.s, brought from the uuncs ; 
a gn?ai deal of gold dust is found in the betls of 
brooks and torrents near the moniitains, and eagerly 
sought far, cspeciidly after heavy rains j hy means of 
which a few of the poor African slaves have pur¬ 
chased their libertv, and hecoine niastcra of a little 
plantation, where they enjoy the Bvrects of freedom. 

left Mio de Jiineiro on the l^tli of October, 
for the Cape of Good Hope; and about the end of the 
month saw Tristan de Ciinha, a desolate island in the 
Atlantic ocean, inhabited only by seals and sea-fowl. 
On the i5th of November, we had a distant view of 
the Tiihlo mountain at the Cape i the aoiilhera boiin- 
tltiry of Africa, and for many ages the harrier of navi¬ 
gators from Europe to Indiu, until Vasco de Gama, 
at the conclusion of the fifteenth century, Burmoiinted 
every ohstacle; and his approving monarch changed 
its name from the Cape of Storms, to that of Good 
Hope. 

In those seas syc encountcretl violent tempests ■, 
nnd, for weeks together, paJiJsed Uiroiigli sneh foaming 
mountains, as baflle all descrijuion i Endwd, it is diffi¬ 
cult for a person unnccustomiid to such scenes to ffirm 
any idea of this immense body of water when .igltated 
by a storm. In those southern latitudes we saw abund¬ 
ance of whales, grampuses, sword-fish, iind porpoises i 
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SHIP Oh FIRE* 


With flocks of albatrosses^ and other ay untie birds^ 
usually niEt with in stormy seas ; in the iinlder cli¬ 
mates, the ocean w'as cDlivcned by shoals of al hi cores, 
bonitos, dolphins, sharks, and flying-fish; wliich 
anrnsed the passing hour^ furnished variety at table, 
and afforded me as opportiitiity of delineating their 
difterent eliaraeterit t the reniony or sueking fish, which 
adheres to the hotly of the sharks the azure pilot-fiah^ 
which conducts him to his prey, but is never devoured 
himself; and the flying-fishj which by iiieuiis of its 
long fins, wings its way through another eleiin ub and 
escapes its direful jaws* arc all enrious and heautifni; 
but the exquisite colouring of a dying dolphin surpasses 
every effort of the pemnL 

AVc were not permiited to touch at ihe Cape* and 
the re fore ho re aw^ay for India. S!?ooii after Ituiving 
the coast of Africa^ wc w ere aw'Cike at break of djiy 
by the cry of fire I" No situation can be more dis¬ 
tressing; eYcry dreadful idea which present danger 
suggests, or future misery anticipatea* rnshea on the 
mind; and most olhcr trials of liurnam fortitude appear 
light in the coiiipiirisou ; from eon flag mt ion on shore 
there h some prospt'Ct of escaping ; and we look for¬ 
ward with hopi' to the ressaltou of the severest tem¬ 
pest ; but fo be in flames on the bonridleas ocean* is a 
scene fraught with horror! in momeiitnrj' espyctulion 
of tbc powder taking fire, and blowing the ves.Rcl to 
atoms; or* of gtacliudly burning to the surface of the 
water, and then foundering; a dreadful alternative! 
Provident i ill I ys wx did not continue m suspense* the 
captain and oflicers acted with a calm intrepidity* nnd 
LU an hour the flames w^ere extinguisheiL 
On our second approach to the equator, wc met 
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M-itli calms and coniriiry cniTcnts, which drove us rjuitc 
out of our reckoning; freah provisions and wiktcr bc- 
cjmic scarce, and the intm were attached by the scurvy: 
a diMteinpcr which was then very inddcntal to mari¬ 
ners ill long voyages. It is various in its symptoms 
and progress; but is gencrnlly attended with heaviness, 
restlessness, swelled limbs, livid spots, and ulcerated 
gums: the hist stage seems to Iw a total putrefaction } 
vluch soon earries off the unhappy sufferer. The 
scurvv liutfles all the nrt of medicine; but if the 
patient is taken on shore, to breatlie a pure nir, and 
enjoy the refreshinent of fruit and vegetubUis, he gene- 
rally recovers. Beton: we experienced this liappy 
change, many of tlie seamen, and more of the recniita 
for the army in India, fell a sacrifice to the malady f 
and we were often culled upon to attend the awful 
ceremony of committing their remiilnfl to the deep. 
There is something peculiarly solemn and melan¬ 
choly in a funeral of this kind, where die liody is 
consigned to tlic fothomlcsa abyss; hut Faith antici¬ 
pates that glorious inoru, when the nmsoimd of the 
ItjinEEMER shall hear his voice, mid the sea shall give 
up her dead! 

Except at the funeral ceremony, which was now ao 
frcf|uently pcrJbrnied, I never had an op|mrtiinity of 
seeing a ship’s company asseniblcd at public worship; 
It is a fine spectarlc; every feeling mind must rejoice 
to behold the deck of a large vessel covered wiih her 
crew, in tlic humble attitude of devotion: suiTOumkd 
bv the boundicBS ocean, the foundation of their august 
temple; and the cerdcan expanse of heaven, iU) ma^' 
nificent canopy! to sec them in the mifkt ^ this 
unstable clement, when stpanited from all thetr friends. 
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sidoring the imiversfil friend and Father of the crea- 
tioJi I inaketh the clouds his ohariot^ and walketh 
upon the wings of the wind i wlio raiseth the tempest; 
suid sjiith to the raging waves^ "Peace! be still T I 
s^iii sorry to observe, that the soteuinity of public wor¬ 
ship IS a duty too little attended to iu these Jloatiug 
habitations, these worlds of’wonder f Surely, in such 
ii situiitiDu, it must be the highest gratification to offer 
the tribute of prayer and praise to the great Jeuovau ; 
for the sea i!^ bisp and He made it! 

During the caluiN under the line the sea ’n as smooth 
as glasa ; and every (loatiiig substance thrown over¬ 
board, remaining round the vessel, wH were often 
obliged, in the cool of the evening, to lower the hoatSj 
and tow her to some distance. We eonlinucd 
weeks in ihenc sultry climates, with only now' and 
then a light air to w’lift os gently on ; oiir Wiiter also 
began to fail: we at last bceauic almost spiritless frojn 
the languor oec^ioned by the enervating beat, and 
the dull iinifoTiiiity of this part of our voyage. 

At length, aftiT lieing disappointed by many deceit¬ 
ful appeurances of iuiiigiiiary shores, and w hen reduced 
to our last cask of vvatcr^ the man at the mast-!iead 
saw' kmd, and the coast of IMidahar w^as soon discerned 
through the tidescopes on deck; the powers of Ian- 
giuige fail to -express the joy w hich thrilled in our 
hearts at this happy prospect; those only who have 
been m a similar situation can couccItc it: favoured 
hy a. gentle breeiste, we griidunlly approached the cocoa- 
nut groves, w hich seemed to rise from the ocean, on the 
low sand? shore, near ille Dutch settlcmeui of Cochin^ 
where wc anchored In the evening. The ship w’as soon 
surrounded liy boats, laden w ith e^ittle, poultry^ fruit, 
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and regetablcB i this wm indeed moit grateful visit 
to iM uU; but Pspet’iallT to our ponr inviilids; vlio 


vi'cjrc itinudllately brooglit upon clerk to enjoy the 
rptresliing gales from the land, and piirttibe of our 
delirious fare. The town of Cochin is pkasantly 
aiiniited near the rouil, at the entrance of a brood nv-er, 
surrounded by the low lands and coeoa-nut trees be¬ 
yond the m are woody hills, and majestic mounimtis, 
forming a noble hoimdary to the landscape. 

\Vc remained only two days at Cochin, and then 
sailed for Bombay, aided liy the land and sea winds, 
%vLirh alternately prevail on the Malabar const, after 
ihe breaking-iip of the semth-wost monsoon i the former 
blows fresh during great pirt of the night, and gmdiudly 
declines n few hours after sun riw s wbeti the western 
Itreeze sets in from the ocean, and renders the naviga* 
tion delightful. As the season ad^^nces towards the 
comiucncement of the ensnitig monsoon, m the months 
of April and Mjiv, the north-west winds Wow strong; 
and the ships sailing to the northward, no longer 
assisted bv the land breezes, arc obliged to stanil 

further out to sen, to beat up against therr powerhd 

1 .T the beiiiitieai 



town, with four European factories- 
anchor at Calic ut, but arrived tbc ne 
c-herrv, a flettlement lielongitig to 


iritiE to the English, m a 
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plen&aot and liealthy situatmiu From thence^ salting 
bjr H hilly tmet of totmCryj we tame to MEingalore, then 
a principal sca-port of llydcr Ally Khuiui; whcrL% 
after procariag water and refresh men ts, we renewed 
onr coasting voyage, and passing Onore^ Miijee* and 
some other places of little importance, w€ uneliored 
in the beautiful harbour of Goa; a noble biusiru snr- 
rounded by woody hills and fertile Vrilleys, enrielied by 
plantations of cocoa-nuts* iuiil fiebls of the 

prospect was cmbolUshed by numeroaii chuirches, con¬ 
vents* and villas; whose white aspect was finely 
contrasted with the dark mango and tamarind groves 
whteli ctiibosoincd thtnii. Tliis noble harbour is de¬ 
fended liy the fortress of Alguarda: the city of Ooa, 
founded like inipeml Rome on many hills, and 
situated a few miles up a navigable river^ prcsenlH some 
lovely scenery'. It w-as tlie most iiiagnificcnt of all 
the European settlements in India; aiid the churches, 
inouastcrifs, and other public iitmcinres^ indicate the 
former splendour of the capital of the Portugiicze 
Asiatic establishments, the seat of the Izniuisituin^ and 
the residence of the governor-general, the archbishop, 
judges, and other principal officers* 

This w'afl the hnst place we touched at on the 
Mabihar coast, and after sailing along the rnonn- 
tainous shores of the Con can, we anchored in Bombay 
harbourj exactly eleven months from the commence¬ 
ment of our voyage* 
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CHAPTER IL 

Ke.[dcnccotBomb.y-Bri.f of th.t i. IW- 

C«c«i*Nut Tree—Pfllmy™—Dale and Banian Trw—D>Tiini»- 

Iklel. ""d Hind«tnn-Fln^.of^- 

Suawo-DroBdfHl Famine* 

in IndifU 

A residence of eighteen years on the island of 
Bombay, and several of its snbordmatc ««tkments, 
afforded me an opportunity of sceinga great deal of 1« 

nestcro part of Hindostaiu and I 7' ^ 

most of the principal places, from Abmedabad, tbt 

capital of the northern province of GuRerai, to Aujeng , 

the most sonthem factory on the roust «f Malabar. 

I Imvc already nietitloiu'd my arnml at Bombay m 
l76Cj that ctabUshiuent was tben on a .mn kr scale 
than ;i present; especially in tlm mthtaiy and revTUne 

departments I the latter was always inadequate to th 

cNpenses; hnt the docks, fortifications, magarmes. 
and storehouses, render U an object of national im- 
miriance, holb in a political and comniercial point of 
^cw- tbe baibonr is one of the finest m the «nrld. 
accessible at all seasons, and affording a safe anchomge 
dnrine the most tempestuous nions^ns: the mc- 
cLts carry on a trade ^rith all thepnuei^ sra*ports 

.r... ‘ 
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und 73® of f?a5t langitude from London: ihc island 
doos not cxcetd twenty miles in cirnimfureiicc: and 
being mitirdy siirroiinded by tlie sea, tlie heat is sddoir) 
oppressive, tin* climate in general healtliy and pleasant, 
and the inhahitiitits are stmngcra to the hot winds so 
trouMesomo oil the continent, 'riiesurfiiteof tliesoM 
is very unequal, consiatitig of rocks, hills, and plmm,. 
except in one part, wlicre a very consiilerahlc tract is 
overflowed Ijy the encroachment of the sea, not¬ 
withstanding a strong wall which was crecictl at a great 
expense to prevent it, 

Proii] heing situated only a few miles from the 
Mahratta shores, and still nearer the fertile island of 
S;dsette, the markets are daily supplied from tiiciicc 
with iill the necessaries of life: for so eircnttisrribed, 
so rocky, and so unequal is the surface of Bombay 
itself, that it only produces a sufficiency of grain in 
one year, to supply its population for six weeks. Yet 
each spot that will admit of cultivation, and is not oo 
cupii'd hy housi^, (s sown with rice, or planted with 
cocoa-nut trees j which, in extensive woods, lend their 
friendly shade to thonsands of neat cottages, and form 
delightful rides, impervious to a tropical Him. 

Of all tJie gifts wliich Providence has bestowed on 
the orieuttil world, thi? cocoa-nut tree most deservea 
onr notice. In thin single production of imture, wliat 
blessings arc conveyed to man 1 It grows in a stately 
column, from thirty to fifty'fect in height, crowned hy 
a verdant capital of waving branches, covered with 
long spiral leaves; under this,foliage, bunches of 
blossoms, chuters of green fruit, and others arrived at 
maturuy, appear in mingled beatrty, Tlie trunk, 
though porous, furnishes beams and roftors for our 
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bnbitntJons i and the leaves, wUeu platted together, 
make an cx^^ellent thatt'h, coiinuon iiiubrcllos, coiir-ne 
mats for the flour, and brooms t while their finest 
fihntfi are woven into very heuutiful iiialfl for the 
rich. Tlie covering of the young fruit is extremely 
utirious, resembling u piciw of thiek cloth, in a conical 
form, close iind firm as if it fatitc frotn the loom; it 
cxpimds after the fruit lias bitrat through its mclosnre, 
and then appears of a coarser textttre. Thu nuts con¬ 
tain a delieioils milk, and a kernel, sweet as the 
almond; this, %vhcn dried, affords abundance of oil; 
anti when that is expressed, tlm remaiua feed cattle and 
pottltfv, and make a good manure. The shell of the 
nut famishes cups, ladles, and other dorntfitic utensils s 
while the husk which encloses it is of the utmost tm- 
portance; it is loanufactured into ropes, and cordage 
of every kind, from the smallest twine to the Infgest 
cable, which »re far more durable than those of hemp. 
In the Nicobar islands, the natives build their vessels, 
make the sails and cordage, supply them with pro¬ 
visions and necessaries, atid provide a cargo of arriie ", 

vinegu-Tj oilj jaggn't^j (ti wholesome iUid tioiiTisibmg 

coarse sugar,) cocoa-nuts, coif, cordage, black paint, 
and several inferior articles for foreign markets, cn. 
tirelv from this tree. Gtbhoii, tlw historian, writing 
of the palm tree, adds, that the Asiatics celebrated, 
either in verie or prose, the three hundred and sixty 
uses to which the trunk, the brunch in, the leaves, the 
juice, and the fruit, wen? skilfully applied. 

Many of the trees are not pt niitted to bear fmi i 
hut the emlirvo bud, from which the blossoms an 
nuts would spring, is tkil up, to prevent its 
and a small incision lx?ing then made at the end, there 
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oozes in gentle drops a cool picasnnt liquor, culled 
Tarce, or Toddy i the pulni'n'iiie of the poets. Tliia, 
when lirst dmwn, is cooling aad sulutary ; but when 
fermented ntld distillt>d, produces an intoxicutiog spirit. 
Til us, a plan lati oil of eocou-imt tn?cfl yields the pro¬ 
prietor a considcruble profit, and geucndly forms jiart 
of the govcmnient revenue. 

The cocoa-nnt tree delights in a dat sandy soil, near 
the sea, and must be fri'tjucuily watered; while the 
palmytti-s or brab trees, grow on hills and rocky moun- 
taios. These also abound on our small island, as w^ell 
aa the date tree; but the fruit of the latter seldom 
attains perfertion. These trees are of the same genus, 
though clilfering accordiug to their respective classes; 
they all produce the palm-wine, and are generally in- 
dud cd under tliv name of palms, or palmctos ; tiair 
leaves arc used instead of paper, by tlie nuttves on the 
Malabar const, and the inhabitants of the Camutic. 

■■ 2^tri.^teh'd oiaiM tbiise DrchaTclior dieAiPij 
Wictc high pitlipctcw Md Uidr gmiciVil ghtodPi 
Givp me todroln theciKroa'fl mUky bowl, 

And from the pnim Iq draw iti freilipnhTg vmv\ 
bmintv'oma fur tliAn at] the fniTitiC juice 
Wbich Bficchufi pouffl f" 

Tlie b^niimt or burr tri2c (Fima ludlctu Lm.) la 
c([ualty deaerYitig our aiicntioti: being ont: of 

tlic moat cnrioai smd bmutiful of naturo’a prodiic- 
t\om in tliiit gf^ntal cliuuite^ wlicrc ibe apart a with 
so much profoajon and Eiieh tree la In it self 

a grave, and aomn of them are of on atunzing ijjje; 
iis tlwy art continually increasing, and, contrary to 
most other animui and Tegctable prodttctioua, aeetn 
to be exempted from deca}-; for every branch from 
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tlie niniB body vUrovs out it» own rooU, at Btnl in 
Bmall tcndw iibreB, arvcnd yards from ibr giomid, 
which continually grow thicker; untih y » t 
descent they reach its surface; where striking in, they 
increase to a large trunk, and hccomc a parent trei^ 
throwing out new bitmches frum the top. ^ ^ 

time .nspcml thrir rMt., aid 
from the eath. .well into trank., anl 
oUicrbmneliM! the. enntlntiing in « ^ 

g,e..ien .n long .. the Gnt potent of them nil .np|.tir. 

with many trunk., form, the eiMt 
heantifnl walk., .l.t«., and cool ree™a. Jj' 

Imasined. The leave, are large, raft, and “f 
»re™ i the fruit i. a iondl Sg, wh'" 

Tearle t affording .mtenanee to monkey., -q-nere . 
I^aeoek., nnd Idrd. of variom, kind., wlneh dwell 

""SSlnd" peenliarly fond of .hi. trret tke, 
eomider it. long donttion, it. ““'“''“"J 

and ahno.. pa, it dieitie honour., /h' Beah". n.- 
who thus find n fane in every sacred 
,i,ach of their time in r.ligiou* sohiude ' 

ahade of the banian tree; they plaiiUt .ir« the dcwuls, 
Hindm. temple., imprapoB^ -IW ^ 

in tho.r village, where there » no Braetnre forpuime 
worship, they place an image under oee of .he|m re , 
and thSm perform a morning ‘"‘'."'"’“S 
Tlie.eare the tree, umicr wl.eh a «*. 

philMOphr-rv eJled “crTerngive. 

Lim..4,y..andthi.hl..onane^-™-«:;^^^^^ 

iijj u true picttire of the inode 
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the GymDosophistB etijoy the bcDcfit of the snn’s rays 
in (ho opea air; and in liiitimicr, when the heat be¬ 
comes L'xces8iTL% they pusa their time in cool and tnoittt 
places, under large trees; whiel), aecordlng to the 
acrout)til of Ncarchua, cover a circiinifereiice of five 
acres, tind extend their branches so fur, that ten than- 
sand men niav easily find shelter under thenj." 

a 4 

There art cone of iliib niagnitadc ut Boothiiy; Iml 
on the banki^ of the Nerhudda^^ I have lipent ^iiany 
deli^litfnl duy^ witli large partie^^ on rural excut^^jut^sf;, 
under a tree supposed by some persons* io be that 
described hy Nearcliu&j and tertuJnly not at all inferior 
to It* High floods have at various times swept away 
a considerable pan of this extraordinary tree? but 
what still remains is near two thouBand feet in cir- 
eumferenec, measured round the principal stems i the 
over-hanging branches^ not yet struck dowii;^ cover a 
timeh larger apace ; and under it grow' a number of 
cnstard-a])ple, and other fruit trees. Tlte large trunks 
of this single tree amount to three hundred and fiftyi 
and the smaller oncB exceed three iliouaand; eoch of 
these IS eonstantly sending forth branches and bang- 
tug roots, to form other trunks^ and beeotue tlic 
parents of a future progeny. 

TIjis magnlfieent pavilion adbrds a shelter to all 
travellers, particularly to the religious tribes of llin- 
doos; aiid is general I y filled with a varjery of birds, 
snakes, and monkeys: the latter have often diverted 
me w^itli their imtle tricks j efspeciully in their parental 
aflection to their youitg offspring j by teaching them 
to adect their food, to exert themselves, in jumping 
from hough to bongh, and then in ttiking more ex¬ 
tensive leapa from tree to tree; encouraging them by 
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cnrcs&es wlicn limorous, and mcDacing, and pvcn beat¬ 
ing thorn, when rcfracinry. Knowing by instinct the 
mnlignity of ilic snakes, Uiey are most vigiliUit in their 
destrnctioo: they seize tbeiii when asleep by the nci k, 
anil running to the ncart^st flat stone, grind down the 
bead by a strong friction on the surface, frcpiently 
looking at it, and grinning at their progress. When 
eonviticcd that the venontous fangs are destroyed, they 
toas the reptile to their young ones to play with, and 
seem to rejoice in the desiruetion of the common 


enemy. 

On a shooting party imdcr this tree, one of my 
friemU killed a female monkey, and carried it to his 
tent} which was soon surrounded by forty or fifty of 
the tribe, who, making a great noise, advane^ towards 
it in a menacing posture : on pres^ting bis fowlmg- 
picce, they retreated, and appeared irresolute, but one, 
whieh from his age and station in the van, seemed 
the head of the troop, stood his ground, cliattcring and 
menacing in a furious manner t nor could any eftorts 
K«3 cruel than firing drive him off: he at length ap- 
tirofiched the tent door ; when finding hU threatenmgs 
Urc of no avail, he began a lamentable moaning, <mil 
|,V every token of grief and supplication, seemed to heg 
the body of the deceased: on this, it was given to him; 
with tender sorrow he took it up in his arms, emluuccil 
it with conjugal affection, and carried it off with a sort 
of triumph to bis expecting comrades. The anlMS 
behaviour of tins poor animal wrought so powerfully 
on the sportsmen, that they resolved never more to 
level a e«m at one of the monkey nice. 

The Lnian tree I am now dcscnbmg, I'J 

the: Hindoos cubbeef-burr, in memory of a luvourite 
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suint, and vas much reported to by tfte Enghsli gentle¬ 
men from llaroche, which Wii.^ tlien a flourishing chief- 
ship, on the banks of the Narbuddah, about ten miles 
from this celebrated tree- The chief was extremely 
food of field diversions, and used to encamp under it to 
a magnificent style; having a saloon, dining-room, 
drawing-room, bed-chambers, bath, kitchen, and every 
other accomodatjon, all in separate tents; yet did this 
noble tree cover the whole; together with his car¬ 
riages, horses, camels, guards, and attendants. While 
its spreading branchesalfordedshady spots for the tents 
of his friends, with their servants and cattle. And in 
the nmtxdi of an army, it has heen known to shelter 
seven thousand men. 

Snek is the banian tree, the pride of Hindoston, 
which Milton has thus discriminutely and poetically 
introduced into his Paradise Lost: 

"Then bofh together went 
Inlo the [hirheat wood ; there aooD they choae 
The fig tree, Nol thiit tree for fruit renown'dj, 

Dut auch^ and at thuf day la Indiana knomi 
In iMoJuboir or Decceii^ aprcoi^A liei* arma^ 

Uniiichiog «o broad and loiigi tJiot In tlio ground 
The broded twigs take root* and daughters grow 
About the fnodier tree j a pi har'd shade 
High over-ordi'dt md cehoirtg walks between ; 

TJiere ofl the Indian ikeriUiuLlii ibunnlng heat. 

Shelters Id cooIj and lends bis pasturing herds, 

At loop-holes cut through thickest shade.** 

The a.reea^ or betel-nut tree, (the areca catechu^ Linn,) 

IS one of the most beautiful of the paliujitt tribe ; it 
grows perfectly atraighf, with tin elegant tuft of plumy 
bmuehes on its sunuutt, overshadowing the blossoms 
and fruit which are intersperse iimong them: then: 
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is a p^coliar deliittcy in the proportion and foliage 
of this tree, 'which makes it generally admired; the 
Indians cotnpare it to an clegBiilly formed and hcaii- 
tifal woman ; and there is the same alhisiun in Solo¬ 
mon’s song i "How fair and bow pleasant art thou, 
O love, for dcligltts! This thy stature is like to a 
palm tree," C, vii. v, 6, 7. 

Tlic IjcteUuut, better known hy the name of sooi>a- 
rce, is in appearance like a hirgo nutmeg, cnclosetl in 
a thick mcmbrancons covering; and is highly eaiecnicd 
by the Indians of all descriptions as a fine stomachic, 
tmd a preservative of the teeth and gums: they cut it 
into small pieces, and cat it with a hot pungent Iciif, 
called betel, spread over with chutiam, or delicate shell 
lime? whidi the natives carry in boxes, like toljat.ro, 
and chew it at all lionrs. The ImjicI is also introtiuced 
at visits of ceremony, when the nut is cut into slices, 
mixed with rardamoms unci chunam, and folded up in 
u hetcl-lcitf, fastened by a clove; these are presented 
on a salver to Ciich guest at the conclusion of a visit, 
and is gcuerully an indication to take leave. Tbe 
betel-leaf, jiropcTly so called (piper betlc, Linn.) is a 
pliuit entirely distinct and separate from tbe arcea, or 
l>etel-nut tree: and grows in neat rc'giiliir plariiutions, 
like ho|>grounds, creeping up the suiall poles pre- 
|)iircd for their protection. 

Tlic groves and gardens on Botobay and the adjacent 
continent, supply the inhabitants with guavas, phiii- 
tains, bananiia, cu stiird- apples, Jaiois, tamarinds, cashew- 
apples, UDaUiis^ jaml>oos, oranges, limes, citrons, grapes, 
and pomegranates; but the most iLseful, jjlentiful, and 
best frnit, is the mango (magnif'-ra, Linn.J, which 
grows ubiuidantiy all over Hindustan, even tn tho 
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forfsts and hedge-rows, on trees equal in siae to a liirge 
£Dg]iah oak, but in appearance and foliage more re- 
BcnibJing the Spanish-ehesnut: this ’valuable fruit varies 
in shape, colour, and dnvouT, as much as apples do in 
Europe i the soperior kiuds are cxtrenielj' delicious s 
and in the interior resemble t)ie large ycUow peacli 
at Venice, heightened by the Savour of the orange and 
anana: and so plentiful are mangos, in the hot season, 
throughout most parts of India, that during my resi¬ 
dence in Giiaerat, tliey were sold in the public niiukcU 
for one rupee the culscy; or six hundred pomida, in 
English wciglit, for half a crown : they are a delicacy 
to the rich, and a nutricious diet for the jioor, wlio 
in the mango season require but little other suaie- 
nance, 

The anan.i, dignified by Thomson as the pride of 
vegetable life,” needs tio description; nor have I ever 
tasted pine-apples of a superior flavour in the torrid 
zone, to some produced in the English conservatories. 
The custard-apples, of two kinds, are pleasant fruits: 
the pompelmosc, or shaddock (mains anrantia, Indiea,] 
is much larger and more esteemcd than the orange: 
the jaca (artoearpus iutcgrifolia, Linn,) is of a pro¬ 
digious size, growing from the trunk and large branches 
of the tree; the fruit is luscious!, and of a powerful 
smell i with a seed resembling the chesimt; the guava 
{psidimn, Linn.), shaped like a pear, has something of 
the strawberry flavour: some of the jumboos are palat¬ 
able, and that Bpccies eallcd the jambo-rosti, or rose- 
apple, has the scent and taste of the rose. Tlie caratu- 
bola, hi limbing, corinila, lialfalnree, and some of the 
smaller fruits, are pleasant, particularly in tarts and 
preserves. 
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Hindoston is celebrated for a variety of flowers and 
odoriferous plants, much esteemed by the Asiatic ladies, 
but generally too powerful for Europeans. The chiiin 
pach (michelia chainpaca, Linn.), which resembles the 
niagnolia glauca, and w'hose blossonis perfimic the air to 
a great extent, is tlie most highly prizwl The mugrec, 
kcurah, oleander hinna, and several others, whose orien¬ 
tal names and characters it would he uniatercstiug to 
dettiil, togetlicr with myrtles, jasmins, and a few Chi¬ 
nese flowers, flourish in the Indian ganlens \ Imt two 
of their principal omamenta are the tube rose and 
luhadavi (iponttea. Lino.), the former, lioth double and 
aingie, arc extremely luxuriant; and from their alluring 
fragrance in the cool of the evening, lu^e called by the 
Malays, sooiidul mullam, tlie intrigner of the night. 
The inhadavi is a most beautiful creeper, covering our 
seats and arbours wltlt a small motiopctnioiis flower, 


divided into five angular segments, like fine crimson 
velvet, surrounded by a foliage uncommonly delicate •, 
it is introduced in the Hindoo drama of Sacontala, 
translated by Sir WilliaBi Jones, witli the hlooniing 
patalia, tlie balmy usira, imd other flowers highly 
priaifld by the Hindoo females. How beautiful is the 
apostrophe of Sacontala to this her favorite plant, 
when about to leave the sacred groves, where slie had 
spent her early days in innocence and peace. " 0 
inhadavi! thou lovely creeper, whose red blossoms 
inflame the grove ! O, niost radiant of shining plants, 
receive luy embraces, and return them with thy 
flexible arms! I must, from this dnj, leave thee!^0 
my beloved father, consider this creeper as myself! 

The double and single Japan-rose (hibiscus rosa 
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sinensiB, Linn,) form excellent garden hedges, ant! 
the ricli crimson of ihe flowers, eontrasted witli tlip 
vivid verdure of tlie leaves, add much to our horten- 
sial beauty: but, from being almost scentless, they are 
less esteemed than the henna, or mendey (hiwsonta 
spinosa, Linn.}, which makes us fine a fence, and per* 
fumes the air with a delicious fragrance; few shrubs 
arc more esteemed throughout India, Persia, iind 
Arabia, than the henna. The hibiscus rautabilis, or 
changeable-rose, in its tlircc varieties, of white, rose- 
colour, and crimson, all blowing ut ono time on tlie 
same plant, is a pretty object in an orienud garden. 

Bombay abounds with excellent vegetables, in di- 
gen ons to the climate, and is not unfavourable to 
cabbages, lettuce, potatoes, and several others, intro* 
dneed from Europe and the Cape of Good Hope. 
The handa (hibiscus esculentiis, Linn.) is a nutritious 
oriental vegetable; so is the bnngal, or egg-plant 
(soloninii inelongena, Linn.) w'bich grow'S to a much 
larger sizctlian in Europe j tlie yam (dioscorea, Linn.); 
with the fenugreek (me* trigouellu fmnnm-gnecum, 
Liinn.); the sweet potato, and a variety of caluviinces, 
or Indian beans, are riiueli liked at the English tables. 
The Chili pepper (capsicnin), of various sorts, is planted 
througliout Hindoston, and forms a principal ingre¬ 
dient in curries, and other savory dishes, which the 
natives nre all fond of, whether they eat animal 
food or not; to the capsicum they generally add the 
cardamom (aniomum-rcpens, Linn.), a pleasant spice 
from the Mubbar coast; which, with salt, pepper, and 
ginger, season their viands, mingle in small ijuanti- 
tics with the ncc, which is the chief article of food 
among all the higher classes of Indians; (he poor 


TH£ RAItfV il£ASOK. 


23 


live prindpally upon juarreu (tiolcus sorghum), bajarec 
(holcus spicatus), and other inferior gtaina. 

The rice, or batty, is sown in June, at the com- 
itiencGmetit of the periodical rains; which continue, 
more or less, until October, when the harvest begins. 
The rice-grounds arc enclosed with mounds of earth, 
and contain a great deal of water; for rice will not 
grow in a dry soil; and as it alwap rises with the 
water, in Pi^u, and some other countries, the harvest 
is reaped in lioats; and many low lands which can he 
artificially watered, produce two crops of rice in n 
year, with the addition of a little mtmnre. 

During the rainy season, and for a few weeks stftcr- 
wards, the country in HindoatiUi is dclighiftd; nothing 
exceed its verdure, and general beauty; but the 
fervour of a tropical sun soon clothes the earth with 
a. russet hue, which coutinucs tintil the annual fall of 
rain ; in that long interval of eight months not a single 
shower falls ; and the nightly dews, though copious, 
are insufficient to preserve the grass: yet most of the 
trees, as in other tropical ehmates, are evcr-greeiu. 

In the temperate dimes of Europe, it is ditficuli 
to conceive the force and beauty of the eastern 1 m- 
gtuige respecting fertilizing streams and refreshing 
showers: it is not so with the inhabitants of the 
torrid zone, wlio look forward with eager expertatioo 
to the setting in of the rainy season; when ctiUivution 
commences, the seed is sown, and a joyful harvest 
anticipated. Should these periodical rains be with¬ 
held, when the heavens are “ as brass, and the earth 
os iron," (Dcut. xxviii. v. 23.) the consequences would 
he fatal. Famine and pestilence, with all their dire 
attendants, stalk lliroiigli the land, and spread dcstruc- 
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lion find despair on every side i as those can testify 
who beheld the drendfid Bcenes at Bengsd in the year 
1770; and others, who have wTttiessed the sad effects 
of a failure of the crops in different parts of Hindos- 
um; where thousands are carrietl off by famine, and, 
from Iwing deprived of septdtnrc or creniation, the 
atmosphere is rendered pestilential. ^ 

What renders the privation of rain at the expected 
season more drcadfnl on the continent, is tlw effect of 
the winds which then generally prevail, esiiecially at 
a distance from the sea i they are very little known 
at Botnbay i in the northern profmeea of Hindustan, 
and in the Carnatic, they are felt mote or less in the 
best constructed houses; bin arc most distressing to 
travellers from milder climates, when piissing through 
a coODtrj' where no caravanscra, tent, or friendly franian- 
trcc, affords a shelter} the greatest alleviation is a house 
with thick walls, to resist the heat, «nd every door and 
winclow shut to exclude the air; or if open, to have 
screens of matted grass hanging before them, kept 
constantly watered. When these winds prevail, fur¬ 
niture of wood, glass, porcchiinc, and metal, exposed 
to their blasts, although perfectly shaded from the 
sun, are as hot as if \hcy had been placed before a 
tierce fire; at the same lime, water hi gugleta from 
Persia, and jars of porous earth, hung up in the cur¬ 
rent of windj is refreshingly cold ; and witic, beer, and 
other liquors, in a cotton wrapper, conaiantly wetted, 
exposed in the same manner, a short time before they 
nre brought to the table, are like iced wines in 

Europe. 

As a contrast to the violence of the monsoon, and 
the unpleasant eti'ecis of the hot winds, there is some- 
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timca a voluptiwiiaticM m tlic cltmate of India, a still- 
neos in nature, an indeeertbablc softness, which sootbes 
the mind, and gives it up to the most delightful sen* 
saiions: independent of the effects of opium, cliain- 
poing, and other luxuries, so much indulged in by tlie 
oriental sensualist! 
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CHAPTEE in. 

MMS-injilabiiricus—Muak-nit--Ant8—TermTlM-LiaiiTdi—Giw™ 

SL^rpentd—Cubra Mintllc—Ci>bra dc CapE^lo—Duncing-^naKta 
—Futaleffisccortlic poison of the Hooded Snake—Dr- KuibbU on 
tlic Indiau Serpents—IniecH of India—Locosia—Willi Iloncjr 
Ghee—Bird* of Hlodoaifln—The Mynch—Eajro, orHotilc^nested 
Spanoar—Tailor-bird—Balbul, or Indian NightiagnlB—Pensina 
Ode—Fiih at Bomhoy, 

The small isLmd of Boiobny docs not afford the va¬ 
riety of animated natnre found on the adjacent conti¬ 
nent: which aboumk with tigew, Icoparda, wild-hogs, 
antelopes, deer of many kinds, liarcs, rabbits, and smaltcT 
animals ; the elephant and the rhinoceros are common 
in several piirta of India. Armadillos, hyenas, porcu¬ 
pines, and others of less note, arc to be aceu in most 
places ; but jackals^ efjnirrcla, and hedgehog*, are the 
only wild animals on Bombaj. 

The mus-molabaricas, or Undicoote rat, freqacntly 
undermine warehouses, and tlestroy every kind of mer¬ 
chandize : so that they are a dang^rona enemy- The 
musk-rats, though small, are nearly as deatnielivc, and 
have a most disagreeable smcEj if one of thcHC ver¬ 
min gets into a chest of wine, every Jiottlc it passes 
over smells so strong of the animal, and acquire* such 
a disagreeable davour, that it cuimO't be drank. 
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Nor arc t!ie ants leas oliaoxioiis; they vary in shape, 
Bize, and colour; the largest are black, near an indi 
long, and of great atrengtb; their bite is paiuful, and 
blood frequently follows the wound. Tliey uiarcb In 
large armies, and exact heavy contributions, particu¬ 
larly on sugar and preserves, tbougb few eatables come 
auiiss, and in a few hours they commU terrible depre¬ 
dations, But the termites, or w^bitc ants, make still 
greater havoc; they gnaw through the thickest planks, 
deniolUh hcamB and rafters, and entirely destroy books, 
papers, and hales of goods; which they perforate in 
a thousand places. These, at a certain season, quit 
their rqjtile stale, and licconic a winged insect. 

Llzai^ abound in the Uouscs, fields, and gardens; 
they arc a liarnilcas race, differing in size, form, and 
colour; and some, like the chatnclion, assume diHe* 
rent hues. The alligator, which in all respects resem- 
blea the Egyptian crocodile, is a terrible animal, sel¬ 
dom seen on Bombay; but they arc found in most of 
the rivers on the continent from five to twenty feet in 
length. The guana, a land animal of the lacorta tribe, 
is the next in size, though seldom exceeding four feel; 
its colour is a dirty green, nod the skin covered antli 
acalea ; some of the natives cat the flesh, and consider 
it a dainty; othcia ttie it in medicine os a great restora¬ 
tive. India, like most other countries between the tro^ 
pies, is infeated by serpents, scorpions, centipedes, and 
noxions reptiles of various kinds. 

Among the serpents of India the eobrn-tnincUe is 
the smallest, and most (bngerous; the bite occasions 
a speedy and painful death. They are of a brown 
colour, speirklfd with Irlack and white, though ttt a 
distatice not easily distinguished from the ground on 
which they move; and Imppy would it Im if they con- 
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fined tlinmsclves to it; but they enter the Jiouscs, 
and creep upon the beds and chairs; 1 once found 
four, and at another time five, in my chamber up 
stairs. 

The cobra Je capcllo, or hoodetl-snake (coinher 
naja)j called by the Indiatis the nsut^j or naf'uo, is a 
large and heautiful serpent; hat one of the most 
venomons of wU the coluber class; its hitc generally 
proves mortal in less than an hour. It is t“i1lfd the 
iiooded-snakc, from having a enrions hood near the 
hcad^ whicli it contractj* or enlarges at pleasure; this 
faculty is occasioned by the length of the long legs 
l}rocecditJg from the vertebra: in that part, and which, 
assisted hy proper jimsclea, enable the snake to ex¬ 
tend the skin of the neck to a large flattened sur¬ 
face or hood. The centre of this hood is miirkcd in 
black and wbite like a pair of spectacles, from wdience 
it is also named the spectacic-snakc. 

Of this getma are the dancing snakes, which are 
carried in baskets thronghout Hindostan, and procure 
a raaintcnnncc for a set of people, who play a few 
simple notes on the with which the snakes 

seem much delighted, and keep time hy a graceful 
motion of the head; erecting about half their length 
from the ground, and following the music with gentle 
cun'eSj like the unduliitlng lines of a swan's neck. It 
is a well attested fact, that when a hoosc is infested 
with these snakes, and some others of the coluber 
genus, which destroy jjoultry and small domestic imi- 
mals, as also by the larger serpenU of the boa tribe, 
the inusiciuns arc sent for; who by playing on n 
flagelet, find out their hiding-places, and charm them 
to destruction j for no sooner do the snakes hear the 
music, than they come noftly from (hdr retreat, und 
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arc easily taken, I irnaginc these mtisical snakes 
were known in Palcstme, from the PsaJmist eorii- 
paring the ungodly to the denf adder, which stopiJciii 
iicr ears, and refuseth to hear tlic voice of tlie cliurmcr, 
charm he never so wisely. Psaltu Iviii, v. 4,3. 

When the tiiusic ceases the snakes appear motion¬ 
less ; hut if not immediately covered up in the basket, 
the spectators arc lialdc to fatal accidents. Among 
mv drawings is dint of a cobra dc cuptJlo, whicli 
danced for an honr on tlie table while 1 painted it 
I frequently handled it, to obser™ the beanty of the 
spots, and especially the Bpectades on the hood, 
not doubting but that its venomous fangs had been 
previously extracted. But the next morning my uj)- 
per serv^t, who was a zealous Muasulmun, came 
to me in great haste, and desired I would instantly 
retire, imd praise the Almighty for my good fortune; 
not understanding his meaning, I told him that I had 
already performed my devotions, and had not so many 
stated jimyers as the followers of his prophet. Ma¬ 
homet then informed me, that while piuchaaing some 
fruit in the bazaar, he observed the mon who had been 
with me on the preceding evening, entertaining the 
country people with his dancing snakes; they, acconl- 
ing to their iiaiml enstom, sat on the ground around 
him; when, either from the music stopping too sud¬ 
denly, or from sonve other cause irritating the vicious 
reptile which 1 had so often handled, it darted at tlie 
throat of a young woman, and inflicted a wound of 
which sHe died in aljout half an lioiir, Mahomet 
repeated his advice for praise and thanksgiving to Aik, 
and recorded me in his calendar as w Jncky man. 

Dr. Russell, in his valiuihie treatise on Indian scr- 
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pents, has distinguished lietwcen the venumoas and 
tlu! harmless species, in the three genera pf hoa, 
coluber, and auguis: he has given an accurate de¬ 
scription, and toloured cwgravings of forty-three 
the most common serpents in Hindoatun j c}t[)cri- 
ments on tlie effects of their bite, and the several re¬ 
medies applied! with observiitiona on the apparatiu 
provided by nature, for prepttring and instilling tlieir 
poison; he mentions, that a quantity of warm Ma¬ 
deira wine tahen internally, with an outward application 
of cau-dc-Iuce on the punctures, was generally suc¬ 
cessful in coring the bite of the most venomous spe¬ 
cies : and that the medicine ciiQed the Tanjorc-plll 
secuied to be equally efficacious. Dr. Rusaell further 
observes, that “of forty-three seqients esauiined and 
described by him, seven only were found with poison¬ 
ous organs: and upon comparing the cfftxts of the 
poison of five oriental sert)cntB on brute animals, wHth 
iboHc produced by the poison of the rutlle-snakc, and 
the European viper, it may in general be reiiuirked, 
that they all protluce morbid symptoms nearly similar j 
however iiinch they may differ in the degree of their 
dcleterions power, or in the ropidity of its operation. 
The bite of n rattle-snake in England, killed a dog in 
two minutes; the bite of the most pernicious snake in 
India w^as never observed to kill a dog in leas than 
twenty-seven minutes. 

It would l>c entering on too extensive u field to 
describe the charucter ntid beauty of tlur papilios, Ilbel- 
luUi*, searahei, cicada;, c(intharide5,and other insects, 
which animate tlie Indian groves and gardens through¬ 
out the day; and are succeeded by a variety of tnodia, 
2 uul noclurmil visitors j hut especially the lampyris, 
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or wliicli glitter by thousands in the dsirk 

recesses of the haniiui-trce; and in perpetual niohon 
on the external branches of the spreading tmnsiriud, 
produce a singular and brilliant effect* The locusts, 
which arc so mneh dreaded in niany parLs of Hindos- 
tun, are seldom seen on Bombay: fjiit tlie creeping- 
leaf, and some otbera of the mantis class, are ex¬ 
tremely curious p 

India uUo abounds with wasps and I>ee3^ the btter 
build their nests in rocky caverns and hollow trees, 
and produce plenty of and honey; hut the best is 
hfought froio I^Iuscat, and different parts of Arabia* 
The bees arc sometimes very troublesome and danger¬ 
ous, and oflen annoyed us in our visits to the oxvqe at 
Salscttc and the Elepbonta; where tliey make their 
combs in the clefts of the roeksj and in the recesses 
among the figures, and hang in immense clusters; I 
have known a whole party put to the rout in the 
caverns of Salsctte, imd obliged to return with tbeir 
curiosity unsatisfied, from having imprudently fired u 
gun to disperse tlie bees;, who in their rage pursued 
them to the hottom of the iiiountains, 

I am surprissed that commentators on the scriptures 
liave per|)lexcd themselves abotit the food of John the 
Baptist in the wilderness ^ which we arc informed 
consisted of locusts and mid honey; and for which 
tlic eassia-fistulu, or locust-tree, and many orlicr suli- 
fltitutca have been mentioned; but it is well known 
that locusts are an article of food m Persia and Anibia, 
lit the present day; they arc fried imtil fheir wings 
and legs fall off, and in tliat state are sold in the 
markets, and eaten with rice and dates, sometifiiei 
ilavourcd with salt and spices: and the wild honey 
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19 found in tlic clefts of tbc rocks tn Judea, ns abun¬ 
dantly as in the caves of Hindustan. 

Wc often read in Scripture of the butter of kine, tlic 
milk of ahecp, and t!ie fat of the kidneys of wheat; 
with the pure blood of the grape, and honey out of the 
rock: “ He sliould have fed them also with the finest 
of the wdieat, and with honey out of the stony rock 
would I have satisfied thcc.” Psalm Ixxxi. v. 16. 
There can be as little doubt what that honey was, as 
of the wild honey on w'hich the Baptist fed in the wil¬ 
derness; some of the greatest delicacies in Indiii are 
now made from the rolong-flour, which is called the 
heart, or kidney of the wheat: and most probably the 
brooks of honey and hotter, mentioned by Zophar, in 
the book of Job, were the lifpud honey from the wild 
hccs} and the clarified butter, or ghee, used through¬ 
out Htndostan, which pours like oil out of the du])- 
pers, or immense leather bottles'in which it is trans¬ 
ported, as an article of commerce; and is every where 
preferred by the natives to butter not so prepared. 

The continental woods are enlivened wiili peacocks, 
partridges, quails, green pigeons, and other birds of 
brilliant plumage and excellent flavour; but under my 
present limitation, I can only deBcril>e a small part 
of Indian ornithology. Vultures, kites, hawks, crows, 
and a variety of smaller binb, abound in Bomlmy; and 
amadavods, and other songsters, arc brought thitlicr 
from Surat, and different countries. 

The myneh is n very entertaining bird, hopping 
almut the house, and articulating sevenJ words in the 
manner of the starling; and frequently repeating its 
own name of tJiynch ; the shorukh, a bird of the same 
kind, 1 am not so well acquainted with, hut it is i»uid 
to imitate the human voice in a wonderful manner. 
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The bajro, or bottle-neat ed sparrow, ia renmrkiibfc 
for iu T>eudertt neat, hrillJaiit plumage, and uncommon 
sagacity. These birds are found in most purls of HJn- 
doatEm; in shape they resemble the spurrow, as also in 
the brown feathers of the back iitid wtfig^ v the huud 
and breast arc of a bright yellow^ and in the rays of u 
tropical sun ha%"e u splendid appeurarice, when flying 
Ijy thousands in the same grove; they make a chirp¬ 
ing noise, but have no song: they associate in large 
communities; and cover extensive damps of pd- 
inyrasj acacias, and dnte trees, with their nests. Tljcse 
are formed in a very ingenious manner, by long 
woven together in the sliujm of a hottii^ with the 
neck hiinging do^Tiwards, and suspended by the oihcr 
end to the extreiiiity of a dexible branch, ihc more 
effeetmillj to secure the egga and young brood from 
serpents, monkeys^ squirrels, their mont deadly enemy, 
and from birds of pTCv» These nests contain several 
a]>artuientB, appropriated to dilFerent purposes; in one 
the hen perfonna the office of incubation; another, 
consisting of a little thatched roof, and covering a 
perch,, withont a bottom, is occupied by the male, who 
with his chirping note cheers the female during her 
maternal duties* The Hindoos are very fond of these 
birds, for tbeir docility and saguciiy: when young 
they teach them to fetch and carry; and at the time 
ihe young women resort to the public fountainsi their 
lovers instruct the Iwiya to pluck the tiea, or golden 
ortuitnenc, froni the forehead of their favourite, and 
bring il to their expecting master. 

Equally etirioud Jn the sthieture of its nci&t, and far 
superior in the variety and elegance of if** pluniJige^ is 
the tailor-bird of Hindostun; so called from its in- 
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stinctive iugfinuity in forming its nest; it Erst selects 
u plant with large leaves^ and then guthera cotton from 
the shrub, spins it to ii tlirt'ad by means of its long ijill 
smd slender feet, and then, as with a needle, sows the 
lean's neatly together to conceal its nest. The tailor- 
hird (uioiaeilhi sutoria, linn.) resembles sojiie of the 
Imujming-birds at the IJra^ils, in shape and colour: 
the hen is clothed in brown ; hut the plumage of the 
cock displays the varied tints of azure, purple, green, 
and gold, so com toon in those Amcrlean beauties. 
Often have I watched the progress of an indostriouji 
pair of tailor-birds in my garden, from their first 
chqiee of a plant, until the couipletion of the nest, and 
the cnlargvttient of their young. 

The bulbul, or Persian nightingale, also called haz- 
urdasitaitn, or the “bird of a thousand soogs,” is a 
great favourite with the orientals : its phitnage is varie¬ 
gated by shades of brown and white, w ith a black tuft 
upon the head, and some feathers of u bright scarlet 
near the tall: it has a pleasing wild note, but 1 never 
heard one tliiit possessed tlie charinirig variiity of the 
Enghsb nightingule, or serenaded ns with its noctt:rnul 
melody: whether the Itjdian hidhul and tliat of Iran 
enrirely correspond, I liave some douhts: tlir Persinn 
bnlhul is celebrated by Hafiz and Khusroo, not only 
for the plaintive swcctnet»s of its song, but for its pas¬ 
sion for the rose i as they allege, it is so enamoured 
with that flower, that if it sees any person pinch a 
rose from the tree, it luiiients and cries. I drew a 
bulbul fruttcring over a full-blown rose, us a vignette 
to a Persian ode, translated by Colonel Wood hum c, 
who presented me with the following copy, which 
hits not before appeared in print. 
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ON THE ABSEXCK OF HJS MISTRESS, 

TrwuekUdfrom Pmka a / Amir 

Iliiw, sweet; nymph^ «hal) 1 lie 
Tbpugh it W tlie monlJi nf May f 
Banish'd froro the flower of ipHng:, 
flow shalJ the mournful bdbul «ln^? 

Joy, that once inapir'd my Inj, 

Joy end hope have fled away : 

Plaintive nates must te]l my watit 
111 the absenec of the rose I 

Looks, the Inngimge of the eyes, 

Tenra may ipeak« and in may jughs i 
But the muse must Jend her nid 
To describe my lavely moidi 

Limner^ would ynu paint her fair* 

'Maik her mieo, her gait, her olr; 

Mark the mischref of her eye. 

Where the loves in ambush lies 

Shvw the lensot eniei the grace. 

In each feature of her faeoi 
Every feding of the mindr 
Fondt ilTectionalej refin*d! 

Hcfivens! bow twifl our joys are part ! 

Joys which heav'n might wish to Last I 
Fancy, biiog me back hcf charms, 

Bring them qnlcldy to my nrm*. 

Haste upon the morning gdr« 

To toil her nil my moitmful uJej 
Tell her how my bosacn burnip - 

How ft bleeda rill she retami. 

n 2 
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Ah 1 how bfippy onco, and 
FfiDlJng QCiir thy sjiotlciaa brcmst ; 

Drinkin^pc^ifOT) fnopi thsll ^ye, 

Brcjilhing sofc tlie mutiml sigh J 

Kotr complaining, now con ren t, 

Pree from e?eiy fnlst irstrainl; 

PJegs^d It® ijpeud each Jiappy Jioifr^ 

Coder lotc'i nUApidoiu power. 

Shall ambition, wealth, orptido^ 

Lead oic from thy path aside ? 

No—sweet tovereign of enj breOit^ 

Love alone sboll make us bleat I 

KbiEsroo, cease tby Btroln^ 

Nor atippuBc the mimbert mhi $ 

If these pearls at raadoin flung. 

Please the nj'mphs for whom they Vc Strung. 

The metaphor of stringing the pearls at tlic con¬ 
clusion of these statizus, is a poetical idea, coitimoa in 
the Persian language t Aod freqaedtly to be met irith 
in the beautiful odes of Hafiz. 

Having' limited myself so much in the pleasing 
walk of oriental ornithology^ I shall Ire very brief in 
its Icthyology; the surrounding oceau supplies Bom¬ 
bay with a variety of cscenent fish; some of them 
are similar to those iti Europe^ others are pecohar to 
India. The ponifret is not unlike a snuiU turbot, bat 
of a more delicate flavour; and epictites catcein the 
black pomfret a great dainty: the sable, or salmon- 
fish, a little resembles the Enropeau fish from whence 
it Is named: the robal, the seir-fish, the grey mullet, 
and some others, arc very good} but the buiiibalo, a 
small fish, extremely nmritive, and caught in Iniuicnse 
numbers, is the favourite with those natives who arc 
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allowed b; their religion to eat iish: diej are dried 
for boniG consuniptiont and furnish u principal article 
of food for the I^scara, or Indian sailors, on board 
their vessels; they arc also a considerable article of 
conimercc in their dried state. Turtle are sometimes 
canght At Bombay and the adjacent islands; as arc 
sea cray-fisb, opters^ UmpetSt and other shell fish. 
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CHAPTER IV, 


InhnbiEHnte orfiKjniba3'—Origin oftlie fllticlonA—T!]e Brobniins—* 
TUu f Jindoo Bcligion—L lx tracts froai the Vedua — Code 
of Lain—Bmiiia] or the Supremo Deitj—Devotion of the 
Jl kudooi — ^Fiilc.eir^rf:i or Yogees — [ivllgioii# .De rotoe^Lpfe of the 
BniliniTiii — ^anduluiu, or Bariars — Dreu nf the ITindoa Tribes 
—Hindoo Wonieii—Education^—Eorlj Mamiige*—Burning the 
Dead — -Astrology oml Augury—RchoLuJp ut Ule Well^lTio 
Talan keen—Dnncing G iris —A bl ut [ona—H umDiuinA—■ E^i;<rU of 
Opium—Hakarraa^ 

Having briefly mentioaed t!i<; animal and vegetable 
productions of Bombay, I Hindi proceed to describe 
its inbabitants, commcDciDg with the Hindoos, tbc 
aborigines of Ilindostan. Frott) tile notthern itioun- 
tains oFTbil^et and Tartary, to the southern promon-> 
torv of Cape Comorin ; and from the western sborea 
of the Indus to the eastern lianks of the Ganges, 
extended the boundaries of tbc vast empire of tbc 
ancient Hindoos; a country comprising nearly na much 
land as half tbc continent of Europe^ and containittg 
about seventy millions of Inbabltimts. 

Tbc Persians gave it the name of Hindustan, from 
being the country of the Hindus, or Hindoos; but in 
more early ages it was esiUed by themselves Biiamtn, 
and sometimes Pimyabhumi, or tbc land of virtues: 
a name expressive of the gentle government, and 
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flouritiliiiig cODdItioTl of u mild nud hap]}y people- The 
Gret'Uii derive the muiie of India, whicli hiis been so 
getiefiilly adopted, from the Persian appellation $ imd 
in (ijodem times, India has Iwen used as a general 
name, not only for the extensive region almve-incn- 
tioned, but the still more oiistetn tracts of country, 
vritli the island of Ceylon, and those in the oriental 
archipelago. Sir William Jones traces the foundation 
of the Indian einllire uhove 3,S00 years from the 
present time; the highest age of tl»e Ttajur \'edn to 
1,580 years before the hi rib of Christ, or 101) years 
before the birth of Moses; and the highest age of the 
Institutes of Menu to 1,380 years before the birth of 
our Siiviour. 

The origin of the Hindoos, like that of most other 
nations, buried in obscurity, and lost in fable, has 
badled the rescarcbcj* of the ablest investigators. Me- 
gastbeties, vrbo was sent ambassador by JSelcuctis, to 
Sandraeottos, king of Praetri, whose dominion now 
forms the fertile provinces of Bengal, Bahar, and Oude, 
wrote an uceonut of his enilwsBj’, whieb Arrian has 
preservctl in his history of India; and that narrative, 
written two thousand yeara ago, when coinp.u’cd with 
the modem history of the Iliiidoos, convinces us how 
little change they have undergone iti that long period: 
nor have the romiucsts and cruelties of their Ma- 
homedan invaders, nor their commercial intercourse 
with the Kuropeans settled among them, been able to 
iiltcr the long established nnumers and customs, so 
deeply interwoven with their religious tenets. 

Tlie Hindoos are divided into four pTiiicipid tribes, 
proceeding from Drama, the creating power, in the fol¬ 
lowing manner: the Brahmin, iasiiing from the mouth, 
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impljiDg wiaJorn^ to prav, to road, and to instruct; tLe 
Cahatriya, or Ketterrcc, proceeding from the arma, im¬ 
plying strength to dmw the bow, to fight, and to govern; 
the Bhyae, coming from the belly or thigbs, Thich im¬ 
plies nouriahment; these must provide the neccasarica 
of life by iigricultnre unci cotimterce; and the Soodcr, 
coming from the feet, TAhich means anbjection; these 
are born to hiboor and to serve; and these chief trilies, 
or castles, are distinguished as the followers of Visbnoo, 
and Seevii; called Vishnoo-bukht, and Seeva-bukbt, 
Tlje BrailmiuB study religion, astronomy, arts and 
sciences: they ore the instructors of youth, take care 
of the dewuls, pr tcmplca, and perform every kiud of 
charity* The CshatHya tribe includes kings, nobles, 
magistrates, olHcL-rs, and the superior orders of man- 
kituL The Vursya, Or 13 by sc, are employed in com- 
jneree, agriculture, nrms, and the occupation of 
shepherds and herdsmen. The Sudra, or Soodcr, con¬ 
sists of manufacturers, mechanics, servants, and all 
the lower classes of society. Each of these princi[iiHl 
tribes Is subdivides) into n number of classes, or castes, 
anionutiug in all to eighty-four; who neither inter¬ 
marry, nor intimately associate wkh each other. So 
that each caste differs in features, drcaa, and np])eiir- 
anee, as much os if they were of dJSerent nations; and 
by laws most strictly observed, they are sep^inited from 
each other by insurmountable harriers. 

TLe Brahmins are in all respects the first caste 
among the Hindoos, and by the laws are entitled to 
very extraordinary privileges; especially in coses of 
dclintpiency s no other tribe is admitted to the priest¬ 
hood; to them ore all the mysteries oftheir religion and 
sacred knowledge confined: they alone understand the 
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IjingnRge of (he Shnstahy or Shoiatras, those fioly volumes 
vrlurb eontaia the religion anil philosophy of the 
Hindoos^ whieh are divided into tour Bedea^ or VediiSj 
a wood flijGTiifying seieticep They cimtaia one hundred 
thousand stun2;ELs of four lines each ; treating of divi¬ 
nation, ajslrtinorny, natural philosopliy, the creation of 
the world, religions cere monies, prayers, morality, and 
piety; Including hymns in praise of the Supreme 
Being, and in honour of sabaltern mtelligence* These 
books the Brahmins esteem so sacred, that they permit 
no Ollier castes to read them i and they arc written in 
the Sanscrita langtiagr, which is now understood by 
very few except the Brahmins, and not by aU of them : 
for although there can he no llindoo priest that is not 
a Brahmin, yet it by no means implies that all of tlic 
Brahmin tribe are priests: on the contrary, they are 
eniployed iu the political and revenue departments, and 
appear Ln vmiqiis public characters under the govern¬ 
ments in India; the great and powerful r^Jaliratta 
empire is at this day ruled by a Bndicnia sovereign, 
with ibe title of Peshwn: others thronghoui the vast 
peninsula, pursue a variety of cmployinents in ttie 
ugricultural and commerciiii Jincs, and some even 
cultivate their own hinds. 

Tlie Hindoo religion admits of no proselytes; and it 
therefore a principal means of preserving the castes 
pure and distinct: neither have the Mithomedan lOn- 
c]nests and oppressions, nor the intercourse of Euro¬ 
peans with tlie Ilindixi:^, been able to subvert a iysieni 
of theology and jurisprudence, founded on u firm 
ba^isi, aud interdicted from all change by the most 
rigid laws, 

'riiis religious and moral system fs no doubt of great 
antiquity; but those who have deeply investigated the 


42 


THE ITINUOO ltEHGlO^* 


ancient imd pleasing fictions of tbe Hindoo mythologj^ 
■wbu'U bears a great resemblance to that of tbc Greeks, 
and may perhaps be traced to the same origin, of 
opinion, that the religious tmd civil laws of the 
Hindoos, called the Institutes of Menu, were eomptlcd 
about eight hundred and eighty years before the birth 
of our Sariour; that the Vedaa, or siu red volumes, 
were written three hundred years prior to the Institaies} 
and that preceding this period, every thing Wng 
handed down by oral tradition, the account was obscure 
and fabulous. 

But divested of extraneous matter, there appears to 
be a great degree of piiritv and sublimity m the genuine 
principles of the Hindoo rcUgiou, though now ob¬ 
scured by superstitious rites and ceremonies, and 
blended with gross idolatry: iu their original sim- 
pUcity, they leach that there is one Supreme Ruler of 
the universe; wUo is styled UriLma, or the Great One: 
thev inculcate also, that this Supreme lulelligenec c«n- 
rists of a triad, or triple divinity, expressed by the 
mystic word Oin ; and distinguished by the names of 
Vishnu. Brami, and Sheva s or the creating, preaen ing 
and destructive power of the Almighty. Images of 
these attrilmtcaare placed in their temples j nnd worship 
and sucrifices arc daily performed before them, and a 
variety of other statues, representing the different qua^ 
lilies of the Supreme Being: so that it is a complete 
system of polytheism, nnd a source of a thousand fiihlcs 
j-ubvcTsive of truth and simplicity. 

Yet it ever was, and ever must lie ditlicultj for either 
Christians or Mahomedtius to convert a Hindoo: for 
with them llicology is so [jicnded with the whole moral 
mid civil obligmiotis of life, that it enters into every 
habit, and sanctions almost every action. 
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On withdrawing tin? veil from tlic sacred volumes of 
iLe Hindoos^ wc sec Bnimn^ or tlic supreme deJtVj fo- 
presented as abeiorbed in the rcintcmplatioti pf his own 
essence^ but from an impulse of dzviue lovcj resolving 
to create other beings to partake of his glorj'j ami to be 
happy to all eteriiit)% He spake tbew^ord, and aiigrls 
rose into exisletiec! Ho commanded and the host of 
heaven were formed! they were created free; and were 
made partiikers of the divine gloryi and Ijeatkudtv on 
the easy condition of praising their Creators and ac¬ 
knowledging him for their supreme Lor<i But not 
content with this happy state in the celestial regions^ 
«ome of the principal spirits rebelled, and drew i\ 
number after tbetii; who were all doomed to languiali 
in that acene of horrorj so finely described Fiy our 
Bublirne poet: 

ftepoai ofsirTow, dalp^a] shndevi whefe pettcej 
Ami rest Cta never dwell ; liofm never caniei 
TliQt comei taoH i but torture wiibflut endp 
Still and a fitry dolugej fed 

With eier burismg sufpbur, unc!iTisti!ii''dr* 

In proews of lime, ut tJie intprcrsaiotj of the faithful 
ungcLa, tUe fntal doom of tiicse fullen spirits was 
revoked j and they were rt'ieiwi'<i on the irotidilions of 
rei>enLance and uniendDiertt, in a state of probation. 
For tills purpose a new* eteatioti of worlds took place; 
and mortal bodies were prepared for the apostate nngeb, 
which they w ere to animate for a certain space i there 
to be subject 10 nataral and moral evils j ibrongh 
which tlicy wore doomed to transmigrate under eighty- 
nine different forms ! the last into that of man J when 
their pnw'crs and faculties fire cnlargeth and a mcrcifnl 
Creator rests his chief expectations of their repentance 
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and rnslotation lo bU fafoar. If ibry thffl fail, tbdr 
naniihnunt is renewed, and diey are duolued ca begin 
a":im tlicir firet state of transmigration. In tins 
system wn ure struck witli Uic btermixture of truth 
wUh error, and false traditions, bearing vn many 
particulars a resemblance to tlie sacred truths of divine 

revelation. . . . 

On this hypothesis, it appears that one principal 

reason for the Hindoos [regarding the cow with suGh 
religious veneration, is, that they helicve the soul 
transmigrates into this animal imnicdiatcly preceding 
its assumption of the hiiraon form. No Hindoo, even 
of the lowest caste, will kill a cow, or taste its flesh; 
they wiU die with perfect resignation, rather than vio¬ 
late this tenet; as has been frequently experienced 
on board the vessels in the Indian seas, when all the 
nrov'isioiis except salt beef have l«?cn expended. But I 
am not certain respecting the first principle of the 
Hindoo’s venerution for the cow; since many conjecture 
the command to have originated in the preservation of 
an ntiimal so useful to mankind: and it is well known, 
that the Egyfitians, PhcEuieians, und other ^cient 
nations, have equally vencnitcd this valuable animal. 

The Hindoos estimate the delinquency of the,sc 
apostate spirits, hy the class of mortal forms which they 
arc doomed to inhabit; thus all voraeions and andean 
auiinols, whether inhabitants of earth, ulr, or water, as 
w*dl as men whose lives and actions are publicly and 
atrociously wicked, are supposed to conuin a malig¬ 
nant spirit; on the contrarv, those animals which 
subsist on vegetables, and do not prey upon each other, 
arc pTonouiieed fiivourcd of the Almighty. 

That every niiimal form is endued with cogitation. 
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oifmory, and rcflertioi}, 15 one oftLecstublisliccl tenets 
of the Brabmlns 1 mdeed it most Dccesmrilj" follow', 
from tlie i^upposed tiietempsychosis of the apostate 
spirits through these mortal forms: they also believe 
chat every distinct spi^cies of the animal creation have 
a comprehensive jncMjc of comrrmnieating their ideas, 
peculiar to themselves j and that ihe nietempsyehosis 
of the delinquent spirits extends itirongh every organ¬ 
ized body, even to the smaUcx^t insect and reptile* 
They highly venerate the bee, and some species of 
the ant; and conceive the spirits aDimating these 
forms to hefavoored by God, and that the intcUecCual 
faculties arc more enlarged imdcr them thEin in most 
others. 

With such tenets w cannot he surprised at their 
unwillingness to take away the life of any ereainrc 
whateycr; as they nuist suppose them to possess 
still mare acute sensations than our dramatic poet 
describes: 

The flmalli^E beellettuit wn treflJ ypeap 

In eaiparoJ iuiliTlng fecit a pang u great 

Ae when a (fi'ant die^ T 5ii4Ej$.rE^ltir. 

Tile devotion of the Hindoos to the Supreme Being, 
and the inferior deities, consists in regular attendance 
at the dewals, or teutpleSp espeeially at the solemn 
festivals; in pexforming psirticular rctigiona eereino- 
mes in their own houses; in prayers, ablutions, fast- 
ing!»j and |Hinances ; hut eftpecially in obhitions* which 
oomist chiefly of spices, in cense, rice, fruits, and 
floft’crs j and although dicy Ijeivc been in former times 
acen^etl of offering human fiaerifires, ii is certain thi*y 
now very rarely shed even the blood of an animal In 
their rdigiaus services* 
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I slial! not dwi'II pfirticiilarlj' on the religious hooks 
of the Hindoos, but ft wouJd be injustice to omit the 
following sublime tlestiription of the Supreme Being, 
from the writings of Governor Hoi well; who was an 
early investigator of those subjects, before the field of 
oriental literature so laudably engaged the attention of 
the English. 

God is One ! Crriator of all that is ! God is like a 
porfi'Ct sphere, w'itliout beginning, and without end I 
God ruli* and governs all ereatioii by a general pro¬ 
vidence, resulting from first detenuiued and fixed 
principles. Thou shall not make inquiry into the 
essence of the £t£Rn.sl One, nor by what laws he 
governs. An inqnirr into cither is vain and criminal. 
It is enough, that day by day, and night by night, thou 
aeest in his works, his wisdom, his power, and his 
mercy; — Benefit thereby 

A.S ajiplicahle to this subject, I shall trunseribc a few 
passages from the Vedas of the Hindoos, translated by 
Sir WiUiam Jones; to whose invaluable works we are 
indebted for so many acquisitions in ortetital literature. 

“By one Supreme Ruler is this universe pervaded; 
even every world in the whole circle of nature. Enjoy 
pure delight, O man ! iiy ahaudnning all thoughts of 
this perishable world \ and covet not the wealth of any 
creature existing.’* 

“To those regions wliere evil spirits dwell, and 
which ntter darkness involves, all such men surely go 
after death, as destroy the purity of their own souls.” 

“ Unveil, O Thou who givest sustenance to the 
world, that face of the true sun, which is now* hidden 
by a vase of golden light T so that wc may sec the 
trntli, and know our whole duty !** 
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^*0 Thou wlio ^tistcnoDce to Om wo rid j thou 

sole mover of nil, thou who rciitraincst siunm^ who 
pcr\iidciit yon grejit Imniniiry, who sippeariEret us tlm 
SOD of the Creator! hide thy ilu^zling hr^ms, and 
Lwpand thy spiritual hrighfiiesa, that 1 may view^ thy 
most auspicious^ most glorious, tunl forui/* 

my soul return to the immortal spirit of Godl 
and then, let niy body, which euda in ushci, return to 
ihist r 

-^O Spirit, who pmudest fire, lead ns in a straight 
path to the riches ofheatinide! n move mdi foul taint 
from OUT aouliij who appro&tli thee with the higheat 
pmiae, and the most fervid ndomtiou ? 

- God, who is perfect w iadom^and jierfeet Imppinesa^ 
is the final refuge of the man who has liherally be- 
siow'cd his wcidtli, who baa been firm in virtue^ and 
who knows and adores that Great OiieP 

Re mem her me, O Ooi, Thou didue Spirit T 
In Sir William Jones's Institutes of the Ilitidoo 
laws, after Htatiiig sotne hlemiJibes, and it few absunlttiea 
in tlie syatem, that execUent orientalkt 
“ nevertheless, a spirit of aublime devotion, of be- 
Tievolenee to rminkindj and of itmiaLde tenderness to 
all sentient creatures, pervades the whole work: the 
style uf if ha'i a certain luiatere uuijesty, that soumla 
like the loDgnuge of legislation, and extorts a respectful 
awT; the senti 111 cuts of independence on till heingi 
but God, and the harsh admonitions, even to kings, are 
truly noble; and the many panegyries on the Guyatri^ 
the mother, as it la called, of the Vedas, prove the 
author to have adored (not the visible material aun, 
but) that divine and iiieomparabiy greater light, to nso 
ihe wortU of the most venerable text in the Itirlmn 
Scriptures, w’lijeh illumines alb delights all, from which 
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&1I procccdj to whicli hU must rtituru, (md flfUicli filouc 
can iimJiutc (not oar visual orguii-f merely^ liat our 
aoiib, and) oyjr intellects. Uliatevcr opinion, in short, 
may lie formed of Jlenu luicl Iiis Inws, in a country 
happily eulighteiieil by sound philosophy and the only 
trne revelation, it mu^t be remembered, that those 
laws are actually revered as the word of the Most 
High, by nations of great importance to tbe political 
and commercial interests of Europe, and particularly^ 
by many millions of Hindoo subjects, whose well 
directeil industry adds largely to the wealth of Britain, 
and who ask no tiiore in return than prnteetion for 
ibcir persons and places of abode, jusaticc in their 
temporal concerns, indulgence to the prejudices of 
their own religion, and the benefit of tho^ie laws which 
they have been tangbt to helicve Hatred, and which 
alone tliey can possjhly comprehend.^ 

The fakeerg, or yogeea, of the Senassee tribe, are a 
of mcndiciint jilulosophergj who travel all over 
Hindostan, and live on the charity of tbe other casti of 
Hindoos. They are generally entirely naked, most of 
them robust handsome men: they admit proHclytes 
from the otlier trlbca, especially youth of bright parts, 
and take great pamg to instruct them in their mysteries# 
These Gymnosophista often unite in large artned bodies, 
and perform pilgriniogcs to the sacred rivers and cele¬ 
brated temples; iint they arc more like ati array march¬ 
ing through a province, than an assembly of saints in 
procession to a temple ^ and often lay the countriea 
through which theypaa!i under cqutrihation. 

Many yogees, and similar professon,are devotees of 
the strictest order, carrying tbcir superstition and en¬ 
thusiasm for beyond any thing we are acqumnteil with 
in Eurojic: even the nusterities of La Trappe are light 
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ill comparison with tlic ’i-oliiutury penances of ill esc 
pIiilosopiiDrs; wlio reside In holes and caves, or remain 
under tliu bEuiiiin trees near the temples. They Jinugme 
that the expiation of their own sins, and somctiities 
thosi? of otiifTs, consists in the moftt rigorous penunecs 
and morthlcations. Some of them enter into a saiunin 
TOW' to continue for life in une ua varied position; others 
luidertake to carry a cumbrous load, or dnig ii heavy 
chain; some crawl on their liauds and knees, for years, 
around an extensive empire: and others mdl their bo¬ 
dies on the earth, from tlic shores of the Indus to the 
banks of the Giutges, and in that humitiating posture, 
collect money to enable them either to build a templr, 
to dig a well, or to atone for some piirticulitr sin. 
Some swing during their whole life, in this torrid clime, 
before a slow fire; others suspend tlieiitselvcsj with 
tlieir hcadn downwurds, for a certain lime, over the 
fiercest flumes. 

I have seen a man who liad made a vow to hold up 
Lis arms in aperpetidienlur manner above hia head, and 
tieviT to suspend them; until he at letigth totally lost 
the power of moving them, lie was one of tin: Gym- 
nosophists, who wear no kind of covering, and seemed 
more like a wild beast than, a mun : bis amis, from hav¬ 
ing been so long ia one posture, were bccoine withered 
and dried iipt while hia outstrctcherl Bngers, with 
long nails of twenty years' growth, lied the appear¬ 
ance of extraordinary horns: his hair, full of dust, 
and tiever combed, hung over him in a savage manner; 
and, cxeept in his erect position, there appeared no¬ 
thing human about him. This man was inivellipg 
througliont Hlndoirtim, and being unalild to help him- 
,sidf with food, woiiieii of distinction among the Hin- 
voL. t. e 
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doos contended for the honour of feeding tliis holy 

pcrsiOD wherever he appeared. 

I *aw iiuother of these devotees, who was one of 
the phallic worshippers of Seevn; and who, not eon- 
tcul with w'taring or adottiig tlic symbol of tSmt deity* 
had made a vow to fix every year a large iron ring 
into the most tender part of his body, tuid thereto to 
Busjtend a heavy chain, many yards long, to drag on 

the ground. I saw this extraordinary saint, m the 
seventh year of his penance, when he had just put in 
the seventh ring: and the wound was then so lender 
and painful, that be was obliged to curry the chain 
upon his shoulder, unul the orihre beenme more 
callous. 

1 could rtJcite many other facts; with u variety of 
superattdous as well as iiylecent rites and painful ecru- 
luonies, which these luiatnken votaries practise, in 
hopes of appeasing the Deity. Such austerities ought 
to miike os more highly prize the pure qnd holy tenets 
of the Christian religion ; and should fill our hearts 
with love and gratitude to Hi si who brought life and 
irumorthlity to light through hifi Gospel; and offered. 
Himself as an aU-suflicient atonement for the sins of a 
fallen world I 

The Brahmins at the Hindoo temples seldom wear 
H turban, and the upper psirt of their body is gene- 
mlly artked; but tliey never appear without the xen- 
nar, or sacred string, passing over them from the left 
shoulder; and a piece of fine cotton is tied round the 
waist, and falls in graccfttl folds below the knee. 
Their simple diet consists of milk, rice, fruit, and 
vegetables; they abstain from every thing that could 
eujoy life, and use spices to flavour the rice, which 
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if their principul food; it if hJskj earieht'd with gliee, 
or clarified butter. 

\Vc cunnot but adiuire tbe principle wbicb ilictntcf 
this houianity nnd self-denial: altboufb, did they 
through a mictosccppu observe the uniuudeuls which 
cover the inango, and compose the bloom of the fig*, 
or perceive the iinimated myriiids that swnrm on every 
vegetable they eat, they must, oti their present system, 
be at a toss for subsistence. Some of the Brahmins 
carry their aiifiteritte* to such a length, as never to eat 
anything but the grain which lias passed through the 
cow; which being nfterwards sepanited frtini its ac¬ 
companiments, is considered by them as the purest of 
all food; in such veneratioti is this unimal held by the 
HindtH)5. 

From the religioua order of Brahmins, 1 di^fcend to 
the caste of Chmdidahs, or Hiriars- These people arc 
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yinuvs of the Hiwiloo# piety, ahedicuce to sup^ 
riorSf rejuignatlou in miafortnne, chiirity, lUiti ho&pi- 
lality: filikd. paientid, and conjugal aflvction, are aiiiont^ 
tlicit dUlingniahiJig chiiructeriyticii^ They arc 
treiuely sober, drinking only waters ndlk^ or slierWt; 
and none but those of ilie low est order are ever SJ.-en in 
a state of intostieution. Tiiey eat in the morning and 
evenings iLeit rooking utensils iire simple; their plates 
and dishes Eire generally formed from tbe leaf of the 
pUiniain tree, or the nyinphea lotositlmt beantifiil hly 
wbieh abonnds in every lake; these arc never used a 
second time: the furniture of their hoUHes h ccjiudly 
simple; seldom extending beyond what is absohitely 
necessary for a people whose w^mla arc very few, w hen 
compared with those of the inlmbitants of northern 
diniatcs. 

The men^ in mast of the Hindoo trihesj slntve the 
head and Ifeard, hnt lefive the mustailiiu^ on the upper 
hp* and n siiiidl lock of hair on the bead, Tlic better 
sort wear tnrhans of tinc muslin, of different colours ; 
and a jamo^ or long gown of white calicOs. w hieli h tied 
roimd the middle with a friuged or einbroidercd j^ish^ 
Thrir shoes are of red leather, or English broad ( loth, 
fionjetijues omaojentedj and lilw'ayii turned up with a 
long point at the toL% Their vSLtB an* bored, 4md 
adarned with large gold rings, passjug through two 
pearls, or rubies; and on the arms they wi^af hnict-Icts 
of gold or fiitver. Tlie princes aiid nobler are udomcil 
with pcsirl necklaces and golden chains, sustaining 
clusters of costly gems; their tnrhan.% arc enriched 
with dtaruonds« rubios, and emeralds ; and tbelr bracc- 
Ids composed ofimlil and precious stones. 

The inferior a darker complexion than 
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the superior Hindoos i iheir dn-sa generally eonaiata of 
a tiirlratt, a aliort cotton vest tmd drawers; but some 
wear only a lurltau, and a vlotli round t)ie waist j b 1- 
tliotiitli tlic poorest ainung them iwooUv contrive to 
purr base a silver bangle, or hracelet, for the ann. 

The Hindoo women, when young, nre delicate and 
lunutifTi!; so far as we con reconcile beauty with the 
olive coniijlexiou. They arc finely proportioned j their 
liiiibti sniall, their features soft find regular, and tlicir 
eyi*a black and langnishing: but the Idoojo of bcawty 
soon decap, and age makes a rapid progress before 
thev Iiavo seen tbirty ycare; this may be iicconnted 
for,' from the heat of the climate, and the customs of 
the country; :» they often are luotlim at twelve years 
of age, and grandmotlu rs at five and twenty, Mon- 
testjtjieu justly remarks, “ that women in hot climates, 
an: luarriugeulik': at eight, nine, or ten years of t 
therefore in those countries infancy and marriage 
generally go together. Tlmy are old at twenty; their 
rajtson therefore never actoiupanifS their beauty; when 
Iwauty deitumds the cinpire, the want of reason forbids 
the riaini r when reason is obtained, beauty Is no 
more r And ho further observes, that - tJjose women 
ought to he in a state of dependcnct^; for reason cuit- 
•uot procuriJ in old age, that empire, which even youth 
and beauty could not give." 

AVhiit HIiiteriorudvantages do my fair country women 
derive from u libend education, and u milder climate. 
The Virtues and gntces assemble in their train, and form 
a dclightfid imion of chastity, hcutiiy, elegance, and 
intelligence ! ^^^mt influence such vofuen have over 

our sex, every man of feeling and sensibility must oc- 
kiiowIitlgCv 
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No women (»q be riioreeuentivc to desutilJaesstban 
the Hindoos : they tulce every uietliod to render thdr 
persons delimte, soft, and attractive: their dress is pc- 
caliarly Iweonung; consistiog of a long piwe of atJk, 
or cottoD,tted round the waistband hanging in u grace- 
fill iTinfincr to the feet, it is afterwards brought over 
the body in negligeat folds; under this they cover the 
bosom with a short vraJstcoat of satin, but wear no 
linen. Their long blaeic buir in adorned with jewels, 
and wreaths j>f dowers; their cars are liored in many 
places, and loaded with pearls : a variety of gold rhalns, 
Strings of pf^arl, and precious stones, full frorrt the neck 
over the bosom ; and the arms itrc covered with brace¬ 
lets from the wrist to the elbow; thevhavc also gold 
and silver ebaius round the ancles, and ah on dance of 
rings on their fingers and toes; among those on the 
fingers is frecjiicntly a small mirror. I think the tieber 
the dress, tJie less beconiing It appears; and a Hindoo 
woman of distinction always seems to Ije overloaded 
with finery; while the village nruiplis, witli fewer oma- 
meats, but in the same etegant drapery, are more ciip- 
ttmtltig: althongli there ate very few women, even of 
the lowest families, who have not sotiic j'cwcls at their 
marriage. 

In these extemnJ decorations consist the pride and * 
pleasure of these nninsiructed females for very few, 
even in the best families, know how to rend or write, 
or are capable of intellectual enjoyment. We Iram 
from Homer, that the women in ancient Grrcce alwap 
kept in a retired part of the bouse, em^dayod in etu- 
broidery or other feminine occupations; and at this 
day, the Indinn females arc never seen by those who 
visit the master of the family; they know bat little of 
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the world, and nre not pt-nintlcd to cat with their 
hiishuuds or brothers, nor to assotmie 

After the girh are betrothed, the ends of the fingers 
and nails arc dyed red, witli a prciiaratioii from the 
lender, or mentio^d as a prin¬ 
cipal orauiucnt of the Asiatic gardens. Tbey ® 

black cirdc round the eyes with tbe powder a ' 
wonr, wbich adds mneb to their hnlbiiney, and 
hclElitcni the bciiintvof tlic kcln;a. 

^l,o„.cof.l.c rL.h »d 

„e mneniUv Iraill within in inchisvirr, .ntToimdiHl y 
g^ufriwi, or vot.Ild«», do. ooly for pr|t»p'. h“ “ 
^Je tbo .D» ftom *0 opDrluina... Th.1 court .« 
,urDfly Ddorood with .Urvth, tmd Sowe., i «.d « fo.^- 
Lu plaviug before dio prLoril»l rooiD,whcr« the m^tcr 
hif gurtU t wldoh it ope. i» ft™* - the g.r- 
den and furnished with carpets and cuKhionii. 

Edneation in general among the Hindoos, is 
with very htde trouble: few hoys in the subordinate 

.ribr, wotogh. tmjdiiDg ..ore «'»" “/“i”*’. t^o 
with ilw mdiotcu.. of tho oudr or pfrfcMWu *ej ^o 
fort but O.DD, of tbo Srabt.™ ^^«.b « - 

■ttructM in aatronomy, SiH _ 

^Irc some knowledge of the civil ] 

Sing cm. be more simple then a Hindoo school, 
which is risually nnder n thatched shed open on three 
sides with a wnded floor, on which the boy^s Icam U> 
write’, and go through the first mks of anthmetie. m 
which science some of them make a great 
The ceremonies of the Hindoos opim *“ ““f 
for ohservarionyon which 1 can now 
sorvremarks. TliecWldrcnaremarns^^itthe^ 
crfdieir parents; the girls at three or fonr, and the boys 
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iit six Of eight years of iige: the tiu|)tmlsi art ultL-iiilL'il 
with nitich GXjietisc; occaaioiicd by an osteiitahons pa* 
nidp, noctoniiil processions, feasting for severuli davs, 
and presents to tlic uuinciaibi guests, Tlie bride aft^- 
lAardssees her linsbatid lei a play fellow, she is tnuglii to 
place her udeotion on this objeei, iind never tliiuks of 
juiy otlier i until, when about eleven ycani old, she is 
conducted with souie CLTemony to SiU house, and tom- 
mencea the duties of a wife, and the juistress of a 
faruilv. But tiliould the hoy die during that intcn’al, 
the gir! must remuiu a widow for life, have Ikt head 
shaved, he divested of awry ornntuent, aud pcrfoiati 
iiiutiy menial ojftecs. One delicate alteutiou which 
ruoBt of the liiudoo women voluntarily pay to their 
husband, is, that w hen he is ahsetit from home for any 
leugtli of time, they ticldoui wear thidf jewels, or deed’ 

rate thezu-sehes with ornamentst sincu the ohj^^ct they 

most wish to plea-ic is no longer in their pre^-nce. No 
widow is permitted to marry a second timpi tjul u 
man may have a sui'ctssiori of wives: jadygamy h> 
allowed by the Hiudoo law, though not gcncc.dly pnic- 
tiatKl, except when the first wife proves barren. Every 
Hindoo must marry into Fiis owjt caste i but immiig 
the lower classes at IJontlwy. I have known tbj# ordi- 
naacc evaded. And io several parts of ludla, especially 
in Mysore and Maliibur, the ryots, or eultivuturs of the 
land, take as mutiy wives aa they mu uiiiintain, os the 
wotucii there are extrenaJy useful in difl’ereiit bratirhts 
of husbanfln'.nndiire not expensive to their husbands. 

Most of the Hiiidous burn their dead. The fuumil 
piles of the rich are mingled with .nandaUwootl, imd 
fcil by aromatic oils; while rhe poor are eous.in.ed 
with humble faggots. Some put the bialies of their 
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dt'criui^d Irivndii into rival's, I'apeciuUy tliosc they 
flcem holv stretnits} and there ure partimlar I'uti-'a in 
Ben^Ttl, who, when they think tlju sick past recovery, 
expose them on the bsinks of the Ganges, fill their 
riioutbs with sacred mud, and Itiiivc them at higlh-wntcr 
iinifk, to he earned away by the tide. 

Throughout the greater part of Flindostun, when 
ult ho]>ca of recover)' art over, ilic sick person is inkctt 
from the her], and laid upon the earth, that he may 
expire on the element from which he was originaJIy 
fonnt'd. After his death, the house is surrouiidi-d by 
widows, hired for the purpose; who make loud luuitn- 
tttiions, beat their hreasts lu n viulrnt niiiiincr, and 
ufiect every token uf grid and despair. 1 hu male 
relations altcutl the corpse to the fimenvi pile; which, 
if possiiiie, (a always near the water, and after the 
body is consumed, the ashes arc spritiklcd with imlk 
and eonsccrated w'atcr, brought Iroin the Ganges, or 
sonic other holy ftrcaiu i atnl ceremonies n’^e per¬ 
formed for stvcnil days. 

Although t]ic custom of hiimiug the dead so gene¬ 
rally prevails, yet in some districts, on particulur 
occasions, they are interred. The extraordinary custom 
of ilic widow biimiiig herself with the body of her 
Ucccnscd husliaiid. is ntivcr permitted hy tlic Eng¬ 
lish govern iiicnt, and very set Jom by the Mahoiiicduns, 
but it is constantly pmetised among the jVrahmitas, 
and diUerent Ciisfes of Hindoos, iindcP their own 
princes on the t'ontinent- 

On the decease of the hasliand, if his widow rc- 
soli'ea to attend him to tlic world of spirits, a fnceral 
pile is erected, coveretl with an arbour of dry boughs, 
where the dead body is pinced: the living victim 
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IfoUowsj dressed in her bridd jewels, surrqiinded by 
relations^ prie.^ts, aiid luusidaiis. After certain pmyers 
and ceremonieB* she takes off her jewdsj and present* 
iD^tberii with her hist blessia|f to ]jer nmrest relative, 
she ascends the fiuJerai pile, enters the awftil bower, 
and placing herself near the body of her husband, witl» 
her oTft'u hand generiiUy sets fire to the pile; w^hich 
being constantly supplied with aromatic oils, the 
mortal fmmes arc soon consumed; and the Hindoos 
entertaiu no doubt of their souJ.q' re-unjou in purer 
realms; W'hcre, however false the principle, thev are 
taught to%elieve tbii such heroic virtue, sind approved 
constancy, will meet wilh a proportionate reward. 
During the crematioti, the noise of the trumpets, and 
other nniskal in strum etits , oveq>owers the cries of 
the self-tlcvoted victim, should her resolution fail lierr 
hut those who have attended this solemn sacrifice, 
assure us, that they alw'ays ohserved, that eveu the 
youngest widows manifested the greatest eofupQsiirc 
and digutiy throughout the awful ^cene. 

"fhe Hindooa are much addicted to astrology, and 
place such implicit faith in their Brahmins and sooth- 
aayens, that they will not make a bargain, eiitcr into 
a contract, nor suffer a ship to sail, on a day, or an 
hour^ which they pronounce unlucky. They have 
eveti lucky iiiinutcSj when only important husiness 
ran he transacted* But we know tliat preece and 
Roini% even in the highest state of crvilizatipti and 
refinement, produced many persona who were ccjually 
credulous in omens anil auspicca, and as iiiiich ad¬ 
dicted to astrology and augtiry as any of the modem 
l^ndoos. 

Relt^us disputes and unavailing controversial 
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>eldoin.disturb the pcatT of u Hindoo; contentedly 
he udopts the rites and cerenionies of his forefinhcre, 
beltevcii in their tenets, performs his stated ablutions, 
and keeps the appomtcci festivals; nor by free in¬ 
quiries, and freer opinions, does he disturb the peace 
of others, or permit tiitm to iniemipt his own- 

It is not then in Hindostan that we arc to look for 
the perfection of art and science, for eminent sUies- 
Dicti, and sage philosophers: but the Hindoos, who 
reside at a distance from capital cities, still preserve 
uinch of that aimplieity of uiamiers ascribed by the 
poets to the golden age: and scent, more than any 
other people now existing, to rt^nliie the innocent and 
peaceful mode of life, which, they ascribe to that 
hoppy a?ni. When I saw the Brahmin wtitncn of 
distiurtion drawing wtUtr at the village wells, and 
tending their cattle to the lakes and riven, they 
recalled the transactions of the patriarchal days. Very 
often have I witnessed a scene similar to that between 
Abraham’s servant and Rebeksih. at the entrance of a 
Hindoo village in Guzewt. “ He made his cuniels to 
kneel down without the city, hy nweU of water, ut the 
time of the evening, even the time iliat women go 
pm to draw water: and behold Rebekah came out 
with her pitcher on her shodder; and the damsel was 
very fair to look upon: tmd she went down to the 
well and lilloii her pitcher, and i:amc up. And the 
servant said, Let me drink, I pray thee, a little water 
of thy pitcher, and she said. Drink, my I^rd;, I will 
draw water for thy cameb also: and she ha-vtcd, and 
emptier her pitcher into the trp^gh, and rm again 
unto th! weE to draw water, and drew for oil 
eantels.' Genesis, c. aiiv. v, II. 15, 11^, 13, W. 
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The HiDdoo of the duy Yiv^ in 

much simplkJtr as ihor^e formerly in Mewopotumms 
they siill descend to the wells* *ind continue to pour 
the water inlo an adjacent trough forihe convenience 
of the cattle. 

The natives of the torrid zone are not fond of 
eserrise; wiilking is hy no nieiuis considered a 
plcjlaing recrcLitioii ^ they like to ride a good horse, 
with gentle paces, or to txike the air in a hackree, a 
sort of chariot drawn hy white oxen ; it ici seldom 
hung on springs, and consists of a conical dame, sup¬ 
ported hy four pillarH, covered with broad elodi:, 
and curtains in front and on eafdi aide, made to open 
lit pleasure. Officers of governinentj and men of rimk, 
arc carried in a imlankecn, or iiion.^ [iroperly a ptdkee, 
un Asiatie luxury, its yet unknown In Etirapc. It is 
coniposed of a shell, or fratne^ about six feet long, 
iind half m broad, tixed to a Jong liotnhoo, forming a 
bold curve iti the centre, svhlcJi there rises about four 
feet from the fhmie. Oi'cr tlie bamboo i> spread a 
canopy of doth, or velvet, the length of lUe shell, 
adorned with fringes and tosseis of gold, silver, or silk ; 
and the fnuiie contains a bed and pillows, covered with 
silk, and so disposed that you may either sit up or re¬ 
cline, as is most agreeable. The palankeen is carried 
by four men, who with relays^ travel ‘at u great rate; 
and 1 tlilnk there ia not a more cheerful or happy set 
of people in India, than the gencniJity of the p^an- 
keen bearers, # ^ - 

The Asiatics love to retire with their woi$?cn and 
ehadreii to some spot msor a river or tanl^^ shaded 
hy the friendly ban'or spreading man^^^ . there 
they enjoy that sort of indolent rc])OSc w'hicm are 
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!iO foniof ; itTid partako of an itmot t.'Ut n-ptot of kerb** 

and fruils, on ibt verdant ciirp<:|. 

The wcsUthir Mabometans, IiIlldo(j!i, and Parsies, 
Wnrndy entertain tl.eir frienda at their garden 
housrs: but m*these mixed companies no women me 
present, rxce|»t the diincmg-girf*, or tolerated cmir- 
teznn-s who me ueeon.paiiied by imisieians pliij mg on 
matrunicnbi resemhUng the gmtur iiudviohn. These 

.inging^men and singing-women, ate himi nt festirals 

mid cnind solemnities, nnmng all sert* and profession* 
in India. Manv of the dan ling-girls are extri-mely 
delicate in their persons, soft 

features, with forms of perfect symmetry; .md, 
iihhoneh dedicated from infancy to tins [irofesuon, ^ 
they in general preserve a decency mid .nodesty in 
their demeanor, which are more Ukcly to allu^ than 
the shamclesB cfFrontery of similar character.^ in o^ther 
couDlries, Their dances «u|airc great “ttimt.on, 
the dancer's fen being hnti& with smaU be ' ^ 
sound in concert with tJic musk, '1 wo girls usual J pc - 
farm at the same Ume; their stq« are not so mazy or 
netive as our% but much more mtifestmgs as ^ 
song, the music, and the motioua of the ' 

bine toexjiress love, 

niissions so wen known to lovxn, and vi ry .atilv to be 
Imderstood by those who are ignorant of other hm- 
ciingcs. The Indians are c-xtrcmely fond of this entcr- 

tuiiimcnt, and lavish large sums on 

Another kinil of daneing-g-rk are dedicat^ to the 
principal Hindoo tcmides^ these me supplied hv thur 
^ T\^ho are lau-ht: tlmt the pn^mUtton of a 

Lmiful ilunghter to the dety is higldy nvccpt^'^k, 

they dance ufld sing at the festivabi, btu m® no c 
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iidrred in tJie chEiia4.*ter of tlie vir^nt Ln^^ciem 

Rome, or of tlio.-^e we read of among the PtTiiTians j 
for if we investigate tlie liTaliminical mysteries, we 
slmil find that these djiiniiiels are not ojiJy dedicated to 
the jidtidpal idols^ hut to the pleasure of die priests- 
They aeldniu leave the pLace of their iiiitiotion^ looking 
upon themiRdves as wedded to the deities; bot as they 
fretjucntly have rhildren^ who partake aiore of a ter¬ 
restrial tinm a celestial origin, the L>f>y9 are taught to 
play on miisiciil instrnmentji^ aijtl the girls are early 
instmcted in. the profession of their mothers. 

All the large cities in Hindus tun contaia sets of * 
musieltms and danelng-girLi, under the care of their 
respective dneniuLs, who are alw'uy^ ready to attend for 
hire at wx'ddipgs, und otlier festivkies ^ or to finish 
the evening entertainment of the Europeans and 
natives; and many of them nccoiripany the /L^JatJt: 
anuit^ to die field. ^ 

The singing-men and suiging-wonien mentioner] by 
the aged BaridJlai, and the daiigbten of music that 
we rcail of in the sacred pages, m well as in the ancient 
poeis, rcscmhleil tiiese clmmeters Jti llUidostan. Tlie 
women of Israel come out to meet David and Sauk 
dancing to instraments of music* and com pIJ men ting 
Saul with having sluJa his thousands* and Diivid his 
tarn of dionsiLtidi, 1 Samnek c. xviii. v. 7. The cho¬ 
risters of Palestine ti^Hcmbliid thoj^o of India; w hu now 
celehrotc a pnnee^ or genend, in the $mi}c manner at 
u public festival. 

It is not only the introduction of dancing-girls and 
musicians* hut a variety Mr other customs, which 
remind os of similar sceuea among the ancients* The 
Greeks and other nations ki?pt their rcli^oos festivub 
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ainOTi^|t)iiAecTai^?d grovM, glminy fofeati, and incrcd 
fonntsiins* Tbe Hindoos do the ssmiCj and have done 
BO from tlic remotest antiqoily. The Eh^iid^ had 
aolL-jiiii iiak^p iheir nvful shades^and holy rctreaia v 
Brahmms have their vi^nerablc trees, fevoiiritc tanksi 
and consccratetl rivers ; to liii'li^ at appointed BcuaonSj 
tliey repair with their foliowers, to perforto abliitJotiij to 
drink of the haJIowed BtrcaiDj and deck ihc banks 
with flowery olitutions* There ht something awTol in 
a E^Jooitiy shade; it naturally inspire rclipons reflec¬ 
tions, and w'tts therefore held in tntjch veneration by 
tlic Drill lb and pagan priests; bat notJiing in tfiis 
respect equab the banian-tree, that rural w Inch is 
so fully described in a funner chapter. « 

The Hindoo n^igion requiriTA frequent ablution, 
which IS It etna tom wisely introduced in aw^umi climate, 
where cleanliness very condiictvi! lo heiiJth t these 
aljlutions are performed in the consccnited tanks near 
the temples; hut in most of *hc principal ritioi are 
biimmums, or W'arm baths; and the people of fortune, 
C'Spceiallv among the Moguls, have these conveniences 
io their own Iionsi^* Bathing sumptttousil? wm a 
greiit luxury' among the Greeks and Roiniiii-i; smd the 
buildings appropriated to this purpose, constitute some 
of the most magntficcne: retuaios of aniiquity* Ttie 
bninuinin is erpially the delight of the Asiatici; as 
is tlie Buhaeqncnt anomting with arouiatic oils* 
Tlie Hindoo women pcrfiime their hair with oil of 
cloves, cinnamon, aandnl, niogrccs, and other sw'eet- 
scented flowers; and ihosft who cm iiflbrrl it. use the 
oil, or ottar of ro^ics ; thin liclicate and costly perfume 
is made in Pertiia^ and the northern pnoviuces of Hin- 
dostan: it is the pure rasenliftf oil of roses, rising in 
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small particlfls on the snrffiai of nowl/-distilly rose¬ 
water. In PeraiUj whole fieliLs are covered with the 
' D-aiiJiiscnj^-rose, or the acriptiire rose of Sharon t hut 
it reejuires manv gallons of rose-water to rnrnish onij 
a few drops of tliis delicious i!:sSeDce« 

The liindooHf as well as tlie MaJiooietjtnB, are for* 
bidden the use of wine and ^pirituon^ Ucpiorst and I 
lielieve tuost of the higtier eksses attend strictly to tiie 
prohibition; the lower arc less abstemious ^ 

but rich and poor* especially officers in the army, and 
soldiers, are addicted to the nsc of opium, whieh they 
take in large quantities^ and enjoy the pleasing deli¬ 
rium it occasions^ In iKitde it inspires a fatie courage, 
and Bomutimes produces a pbren/y, which Imis onlv 
for a short tiiue ; leairing iliOse w^ho swallow this per¬ 
nicious drug in a state of langnor nnd inilkccilttv, 
until a renewal of the do.'^e revives the wpirits : bat its 
frequent use cnfcchlea the constitutlart^ and shortens 
tile lives of its deluded votaries^ 

Opium IB uBcd to u better purpose by the hulcarriis, 
¥rbci are a set of people employed m nteBsengers, spicB, 
and letter carriers. An hatrarm takes a letter, wrapB 
it up in some seeret fold of his shuhbv garment^ nnd 
with a little opium, some riee, and a small pot to draw 
water froiii the wclU of the cluiritable, he undertakeB 
a jonmey of Bcverai Imadred niileB, and reeeivej* his 
rewanl on ddiveringthe letter. 
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CfLVPTER V. 

Miilicnuciliiii Conqucutf in lUndwtit'—EiDibliilitucDl of tlip E"' 
ptre ofGhlaai—In^iiaion oflnairt by Tbnur-lung—Mogul E^- 
nue funnLil—Chanurlcr of Aibcf—UiiiiTMlioii of die 
afUir the deuilmf AiirungieluJ—ilcli|i'ioii i>f Mahnine • 

iii«l4iii Women—Genii, Tali*oiani. nod ChiiTn.*-trf« oT ft 
precious Gtrra-Firo.flic-.-Gfco. 

nsUiffoD-lshmiiElites-Sbloiiinu ft Trade with Indili-Tj^c « 
thd Andonls—EsleosLve ConsToorce of the AraliUms—Gnourtl 
Character of the Maliomedans in 1 Lndflston, 

The rich and ferrik kingdoms of Ilmilostini 
iuhiibitvd cmirely by the Hindoos, imtil the yc^ 9/fi 
of tlic CSiristiiin n^m, whfu tbe islandles, or MaUo- 
nicduTus, coiutncDCod tbeir cani|U£Hts in ibc no^ent 
nrovinccs, and formed the empire of GbiKHi. These 
invaders were Turtuf*, frmn the northern parte of Aaia, 
who brmigbt with them the moat bigoted attach- 
meut to the Mahoaicdau faith, Uader a pretence of 
convt-Jting tlm Hindoos to the tenets of ihc Koran, 
they destroyed their It-Tiiplta, mid phimkrcd them ot 
tin; wealllj which Imd lieen nectunuLuing for ages. 
The treasure!! of gold and j*’'*'*?^* 

Jul lred repositories, appears almost inc^hie. 
History informs us, that tlie Sultaan Md(«-ul_ aeu 
^bo made nine eipaditions into Hindostan, left behind 
him in diamonds alone, of various siart, five hundred 
mauns in weight, which is little less than twenty thon- 
aand pounds iir iiToirdiipois: and the 
rnudty of Mahmood, the finit Aiiltaun of Cihwni, >n 
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consequence q( m hupiciuti vow^ nrc loo sliotkiiig to 
relate. The m^i^iders nt length reduced all the north- 
em kingdoms; the Mahomedan religion was esta¬ 
blished, and followed by the niost horrid iiiaes^crc^ 
and devastations during the reign of eigliteen prince: 
a [leriod which presents a sanguinary picture of war 
and fauiinr,^ desohuion und despair, arising from the 
frequent but inedectual struggles of th^ wretched Hin- 
doo5tj for their civil and religious liberties. 

At the end of the fourteenth century, Timur BcCj 
Of Tamerlane^ a prince descended from Zmgis Kliunj^ 
chief of the Mogul Taruirs, luradcd die empire, esta¬ 
blished by the former ^luJiouieflaJi croiiC|Oergrs, and 
with atrocious erucliy plundered unt only the Hin- 
dooa, hut the followers of the prophet. Tlie JMogul 
cuipire was not, however, completely fonnded until the 
sixteenth eenturj'i when Baber, a descendant of 
Timur, got possession of Deihf| and made it the capi¬ 
tal of his dominions. !Most of the southern districts 
w^ere shortly after subdued, nud the tenets of the 
Koran adopted hy niunlu'fs \ the converts cntirelv re¬ 
linquished the Hindoo jnanners huiI dresa, and lo^t 
the name. 

After these Mogul sovcrcigitg werti hrraly esta- 
hlished on the imperial throue, they permitted the If 
Hinuloo fiubjecLs the free enjoyment of their religion; 
and althongb, from foreign wiirs^ and iutesLinc com¬ 
motions, the picture of the times too often presented 
a scene of btcxHl and cruelty, yet the blessings of peace 
soinetlmes previiiled: during those happy intervals, 
poetry^ history, and music, raised their dejeeteJ heads, 
and with many useful arts and sciences, osstiiucd a 
shortdived smile * convincing us they only wanted the 
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Aid of milder govemmEnts, and less tinniihnons times, 
t(j AoiirisU in tlic rt’idnis of Hindostan, tis veil Ui in 
Grecian or Italian dimes. 

Among the sovereigns of Hlndofiton, ihc imperial 
^kber merits partirular notice ; and. did my liuiits 
permit, gladly should I attempt u theme, on which 
poets and liisioriatia have dwelt with fond delight. 
Akhcr Bueceedeil his father Humaioon, the eldest son 
of Snltmm Baber, in the fourteenth y(*ar of hia age; 
and from that early period, during a long reign of 
fifty yeai^, shone a bright esamplc of wisdom, de- 
menej, and justice. FIc was supreme monareh over 
all the provinei-a of Hindoatuu, from the Indus to the 
Ganges j and by his mildness and etiuaiumity dtffuscd 
happincas throughoiU his extensive tlomvniona ■- the 
Ftindoos enjoyed their rdigious pnvtlegea without 
molratiition: no diamnt governor wius suffered to be 
guilty of the siiiallcst oppression; agricaltnre and 
commerce flourished; the elegant arts were cherished, 
and tt princely encouragement was given tn hlcrature 
and sdenen. The Aycn Akbery, or institutes, com¬ 
piled by Alml Fa/>d, the secretary und historian ot 
Akbcr, nmiain a lasting monument of the justice, 
prudence, and unw earied assiduity, of this great prince, 
for the true interest of hi* suhjerts- Uc mgned 

from I55fl to lOfln, - , r ,t,o 

The Mogul empire continued to floiinsh from the 

reign of Mihtr until the death of Aunltlgzdic, in the 
beginning of the eighteenth century : soon after that 
evemt, the nawabs, or governors of the distant pr^ 
Vinces, began to shake off their allegiance to the coi^ 
of Delhi, and established themselves os mdtTH-ndcnt 
princes ; by which meima the power of the emperors 
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^n^du<il)y dcclio^, uwd of one ATalioiiiecInn 

dcspul, a nujulj^r of iiifiLTior Bovrreignflj rmbob^. 

or nawulj'jj aro-^ii in dlififront parts of the empire; so 
that there is nnw hardly a place of note m HJndostan, 
where the followers of the Antbiim prophet are not 
found; being tolerated under the tlmdoo mjiihs^ and 
protected by all the European gui'cniiitcnts. 

It IS imnece^isary to discuss the tenets of the Koran, 
which Is the fitandard of the Mussuhnaun fztJtb; its 
rules for rcligiom and moral conduct, are as much at-^ 
tended to in Hjasdostan^^a^t in other coontnes profess¬ 
ing the same rdigiun. 

J^Iiilioincd, the only son of Abdallah, u prince of 
Mecca, born in that city in the year of Christ 
571, ajiil died ai ^Medina in Kll. At the age of forty, 
he publicly a&Ffunied the ehararter of a pmpbet sent 
hy Uod to eatabliab m its purity the religion of the 
patriarchs. Being dcfiirous of Aupcrjiediwg the mis- 
BiotLs of the Jewish and Clirjstiaii law^gteer^i he ad¬ 
mitted their diriuc origin; but these proving in- 
elfertiial to actrortiplish tbeJr intctuled purpose, the 
artful Anihian announced himseif to he the Porndete 
promised by Jesus Clirist, and usseited that the Al- 
mighty had sent him with more ample powers; and 
had especially commmJoncd him to compel those hy 
force, who resisted gentler jueans, to embrace the doc- 
trines of the Koran, which had been revealed to him 
from heaven by the angel Gabriel. By his nneom- 
nion art ^ind address, and by ihe teniporul power which 
he had iicquired in Arabiii, Mahomed oot only spread 
his religion in that couiirry, but throughtmt Egypt* 
Syria, mid Persia; his posterity wire loohcfl upon as 
holy, and nigncfl over some of the most considerable 
kingdoms in Asia* 
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About im jcara after the cotnniLncLHiicnt of his re- 
career, some of his more enlightened countrjr-^ 
men, who had known the prophet from bis yontU, but 
neither approved of his life or doctrinei resolved to 
deatroy biin^ and deliver the Tvorld from inch an im¬ 
postor! Mahomed, apprized of their design, fled from 
ilecca to Medina^ where the fame of his aanctity pro- 
cured him n ftivouruble reception. This event, which 
hnpjiened in the hundred and twenty-second year 
of the ChristiLui t^ra, is called the hegtrah, or flight; 
and from this period the Majiomcdans compute their 
time, dating every thing from the first year of the 
hcgirali. 

The compleKion of the Muhomedans lO Iiidia^ is 
much Uie flame as that of the Hindi™; a clear olive 
brown ! their dresfl is in many respects similar j espe¬ 
cially in the tiirbjm, the long while gowrn, sash, and 
shoes; hut in addition^ the Mnssulraanns wear full 
long drawerg, gcnerully of a ^atin called kin cob, with 
gold and silver flowers ; ^II]d a catarra, or short dagger, 
in their girdle^ The wrirriors liave a hroud 
with spears^ Lmces, and fire-arms; and ^ome of the 
bravest troops in Hindastaa arc ^lalioniediins, from 
Arabia, Cunddiar, Scindy, the provinces border- 
ing on Persia- Their religion pcrniita the use of all 
animat food, e,^cept pork; which, witli the secret in- 
dnlgenco of wine and spirits, renders them more to- 
bust and hardy than the disciples ofBmhida: arartcc, 
indolence, and clfetnitiacy, mark the character of the 
Hindoo; and if, to the tw^o former, vre unite ambi¬ 
tion, valour^ and jciiloiisy, we sluill have ir tolerably 
correct outliiJC of the ^loguh 

The Mahontedan w'DUicn in India enjoy less liberty 


70 


MAElOMEbAN WOMEN, 


than the Hindoos; bnt in cornplexion, manners, and 
behaviour, itre not nniike them. They ndorn tlieni' 
aclvea with a variety of jewels, worn over a close pow'n 
of niiulrn, with tong sleeves and a short waist j sJJk or 
satin drawers reach to the uncles, and a tnuispareut 
veil tavers the beacL The education of those women, 
like that of the Hindoos, is very confined i the men 
do not seem to wish them to be rational companions, 
und purposely keep them in a state of ignorance, I 
helievc music is prohibited by the Koran ; but the 
hfahomedaits hnive dancing girls among then); and 
hire vocal and lostrumeittal music,at weddings, and 
other entertainments where a mixed companv is in¬ 
vited. 

The Muguia, Persluns, ^^Xj-ahiitns, and the generality 
of the v\fiiatics, LcJicvc in genii, angels, and Bupema- 
tiual agents of titrious denominations and degrees of 
existence; their histurica, tales, mid romances abound 
with such imagery. Some arc the if ten da and gimr- 
diuns oFUjc hiiimin race: others, culled the evil genii, 
are in a constant state of war with the hetirvoleni 
ajiiritfl. On this account, mlismans, amulets, and 
cliarms, esteemed for their latent virtues and myste¬ 
rious powers, are worn by the inhahjtanfs of India; 
who believe that such calxilistical pteparations are 
effectual against n’itcljcnift, fascinutioti, and nil the 
operations of the nialeyolent genii; they serve also as 
guards and protectors of hidden treasures, which arc 
frecjnently buried under the earth, to conceal them 
front the nvurioe of Asiatic despots, 

riie Greeks and Homaus were not exempt from 
these prejudices, aor is it long since they have snh- 
sided in England, Acts of parliament on this subject, 


Tj1I,JSMASS and CHAItAIH. 


71 


were passed so late ivs the reign of Jutucs the First. 
In the jigc of chivulrjv cnthimfnicnt and divinutioD 
prevailed tbrooghant Europe; utid in the o»th admi¬ 
nistered by the eoustable to the combatants in a duel, 
lire these pjtprnsaious ; “ Ye shnll swear that ye shall 
have no stone of virtue^ nor bearlje of virtue; nor 
charm, nor experiment, nor noiife other enchatint- 
mcdt by you ; and that ye trust in none other thinge 
properly/ but in God, and your body, and your brave 

i|Ti:iririeL" 

I coDstantly wrar oDe <if tnliBnuinic stones, it 
hsLving Utf^en. Itrft to iiicbyiin iirviiluiiljlft fnendi it con- 
slits of a convex oval ciutraM, os taken from the 
mine; uncut and unpolished: it is set in plain gold, 
and diinea in native lieauty without any cxtrancoiw 
omaruunt. I pretend’not to investigate the antiquity 
and legendarv tales of this ring during the time of its 
orifOtol proprietors, which gave it an imaginary value 
far exceeding its real worth : but the English gentle- 
mu n who poascssed it fifty years ago, fully appreciated 
those virtues. He had from his early youth been mueb 
with the Hindoos; and although a Christian in prin¬ 
ciple, he believed also in lucky und unlucky days, 
oiiicns, and spells, so oniversally aecreditetl by the 
Hindoos. 

TTiis gentleman had often Ireen at Poonah, the capital 
of the iliiliratta empire, tmd bad resided much among 
the Bmbmins, Wliett a member of the council at 
Bombay, about forty years ago, he teas appointed ant' 
biusador to the Slabrattn government, oti an aflair of 
great itu|iortance to the East India Cotnijony and the 
English nation: the husinesa was so urgent, that he 
left Bombay in the midtllc of the rainy season to useend 
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the Gant Eiiormtiims, unct rcueh tTie Mahmtta capital 
oa a da^ whJrh the Hitidoo fi?ftroIogcr-N had luiirkpcl as 
peculiarly auspicious, Beirtir in a public f^hiiractcr, he 
travelled with a considerable retmue j as there were no 
chaultrjej3p or caravariaaritMi, on that ro^arlj tli^y generally 
pitched their tents o here they found the eonvenjeztee 
of shade and water; for in the rainy sefis on, on fhc 
western side of the lotliani peninsula^ a series of Fair 
WTather often holds for scFcml weeks together^ when 
those accofniiiodatroiis are as desirable to travellers a^ 
during the hue months. 

On the flecoriil evening of the jonrncy, the cf)eain|i- 
ment was Formed under a Frieodly banJnu trei^ un tJie 
margin of a hike ! on retiring to his i^Teepmg-tent^ the 
ambassailor rnissed bis ring; the strictest ^arrh 
immediately made for it without suecras: it w^as not 
merely the loss of the ring whicJi now troubled the 
owner; he annexed certmn ideas to riie events w hich I 
shall not attempt to explain j and^ notwith^^taiicling the 
urgency of the eiid)^iiksyf and the implicil necessity of 
l)C.iog at the Mahratta durbar on the auspicious hour 
already iticutioued, be reiuained tbe next day at the 
encHQipiiicut^ in search of this pretiou^j gciii^ and of¬ 
fered a large re^vard for its diacovervr hut in vaint and 
tbe following niorniiig he proceeded ou his journey, 
under very unpbaijant sensations. The embassy cuu- 
tinned about thirteen iiioutbs; at w bich perlmlj during 
the emulng rainy season, the genUcman and hi.s sttite 
ret limed to Boniha}^ 

The advautuge of sluidc and water induced llicm to 
occupy the ground of their former little encamp meats, 
and the tents were again pitched upon ilic smne spot 
where the ambassador liitd lotrt his ring: it had rained 
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hnnl in tlie dfly, bul ibe cveniiig was remarkably fine, 
and the iijotmlit the full; while sitlinjj at liis tent-duor 
lifter supper, retie wing his ktqnpgociutions at Pooaah, 
juid by iin assoi-iailoD of ideas, reverting to tlie loas of 
his riug in that very place, he pereeivad tlio ilark aide 
of the grove illunjiiiated by ihcnisaniis of fire-flies, 
flitting aiuong the tiranches, with a brilliancy, of which 
tile iiiiut light of the EuroiH^an glow-worm grvea but 
little idea. Those who have tnivclled iu Italy durilig 
the aumuicr months, aud have there seen the Jaiiipyris, 
or luccioitt, although not so uumertnisas lu the Asiatic 
woods, can easily conceive the noctumol splendour of 
these iusreta in the torrid zone. 1 hiivo seen them 
]irDduce ii tine effect In the dark reeesaM of the ma¬ 
jestic CoUseiuu, and illuiuiue the garden of tliC ViUa 
Mdlici at Rome; on the hmilis of the Amo, they add 
tnuch to the heanty of the^ Tuaiuii eteniug; and the 
Ituliiua and the Enghsh points nre fond of celebrating 
the "emerttldltglif' of ihe lucciolaimd the glow-woriu. 

\STiile tliE amhassiulor was am cuing hhnself with the 
.splendid appearance of these insects in the aurrtMOid- 
ing si Hides, lie observed one of tlittn settled among die 
grass, which was always stationary and jiiodonlcss, al¬ 
though shinijig with e^jual lustre- HjisTug* remarked 
it for acousidersildc tbric, cnriosifylcd him to approach 
it i the moon abotte on the spot: lie stooped to seize 
the.insect j and took up his ring. Wc must first enter 
into Ilia pw’uliar feelings respecting omcna, talismans, 
andchanns, and then conceive Ids ainprize and joy at 
this auspicious event. It bad uiost probably heen 
shook from the table clotb ihirtecn njohlhs befon;, and 
remained on that spot the whole time, unobserved by 
otijcr travellers; during the fair season it was perhap* 
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coverfid with dost i but bow n heavy shower comb in ed 
with Cynthia's beam to produce tiic brilliant effect on 
the conveic face of tin; cinemldj and to restore tlie 
lucky ring to its owner; who having so highly prized 
it licfore the adventure, it is needless to say how much 
it was now ad\"inctcl in liis eatltnatigD* 

Tlie three dlv^ions of Arubia wQrc coiiquirred and 
conimuudcd bv JIaliomed hiinstdf! Abiibckit# his iiii- 
iiiediati* Buccessor, asBuiiiL^d the of calipb^ Of Ticar 
to the prophet^, whitb continued in that liuc for several 
generations. In EujopL\ and among tlic A:siatjc Cliria- 
tiatiB,hbi diBcipicB were general]v culled SarEuanis; andp 
under thut uppcUation# in less tluni a century from 
the deceajie of tlic succissfnl impostor, they spread bb 
religion froiii the Atlantic ocean to India and Tartary* 
and hiB BUcemorB reJgped In Syria, Persia, Egypt, 
Africa, and Spain. 

The estabUahnient of the religion of Abmhani imd 
Ishmacb tlar great progenitors of the ArabtanSj wijLB no 
jlonbt the principal design of Maliomedi as I have 
already mentioned ^ be wished, at lhc same time, to 
extend tlie commerce and increase the wealth of his 
native country* The Ishmaelites Iiud always been fa¬ 
mous mere] iiints, os well as warriors; in a very early 
state of their tribe, they travelled with their camels to 
Egypt, lailen with spiccry, balm, and myrrh s neither 
had they any objection to deal In shtves, as the iiistory 
of Joseph exempli Jics. 

It would be foreign to my purpose to enter into a 
dctdl of oriental commerce from chut tmtutaetion, ontil 
the lime that ^ King Solomon made a navy of ships at 
EKion-geber, which is heside Elotb, on the shore of tlic 
Red Sea, in the land of Edom : and Hiriim sent in the 
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navy hU sm'atits. s^LipniPn that Imd knovSfdgc of 
the sctt, with the servants of Solootoa; imd they came 
to Ophir, and fetched from thence gold, four huiidrwl 
and twenty talente 5 great plenty of Algum-trccs, and 
precious Stones: for the King had at sea a navv of 
Tharsbish. with die navy of Himni ? once 
yenrs came the navy of That^hUh. bringing gold an 1 
silver, ivory, and apes, and peacocks" I Kings, ix. 

26, 27, 28: it- 11» 22. i, „ 

It is not vet decided whether the island of Ceylo ^ 
was the Ophir of Solomon, as well as the Sercndib of 
the Persians and Arnliiails, or whether the vessels o 
Hiram traded to other psirts of India; hnt front t at 
period the coinmcrec of the East has been ® 
intert'sting anil pi^uetive sonree of wealth. hc>n 
refinement and luxury hnd iiuide a rapid pro^ss in 
iheir extensive enpir.-, the Uomans ere supphe.1 t^^th 
the most eosrlv productions from ah parta of the known 
^orld: and ret-ived hy different channels, a variety of 
articles from I«.lia Md Cl.!n«. Bat Acre »t» tote 
imirilimc intcrcoaric nn the* *«», until aftet p 
mnlpninn «f the Km.., -te-n the Amh,m.J. -A 
n hSdntwi nnkmmli u> tennoc atvlgutots, and never 
Hceedol bv anv, nntil the di«:otw, nf Ae niaj^. 
,ci« nroed by their enlhn.i«stie «al In aprend thcl 
'r re^on nn the ahore, nf the InAm. roMmW 
and it. remotrot i,l.nd. : tltey wero f* «■>>. rone 
e«JJi.lH.d in Ac rit, nf Canton. ^ 

own laws, and enjoying many privileges . they ^ 
only resided there as ttictvhanis. the ^ 

of the Chinese not permitting them to eolon . ^ 

I,tost other places they not only thcir^wii 

but im-reaaed their trade j and retumt 
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couutTF, With a. Turiety of Tataable orticJost Tliua w'aa 
* the oritmtul com meres enbirgcd; aod niuneroiis ooD' 
verts, from the Red Sea to the remotefil; of the oasterji 
islands, wore lidded to the ^lulioDicchm AiHli. 

I sludl coneludo this uecount of the Malioidedatis in 
Hiiiciostan, with u suiniuary of their pcneml chu- 
meter, from the writings of an intelligent othrer, who 
travelled through the Niziim's country in l7Sllj and 
coniniutiicatcd his ohservations in the first voTiimE 
of the Oriental Collect ions: 

“ WTiat 19 most sur^irlsing to an European, is the 
deoomni, gravity, and elcgEhec: of the Stooriah children. 
They are, for the most part, handsomer at this age than 
when fully grown ; and with all that is infantine and 
engaging, they can upon cases of ceremony assume 
the aQn^ia:ted steadiness of an old conrlier. By pay^ 
iop uttcDtion to lo tkftSP chi]ilr4?ii by 

their and by obscri-ing the uio^l ailiuSfeJ and 

popular ihdractefs among; thtf men^ I endeaTOur^ to 
acfjuiru some tuaight into what .^tyh^ of maun era was 
hdii in greatjes^t reputed among the Moora^ nmi I found 
the leading principles of exterual behaviour to be a 
ttiujesttc and martial deportment^ a serene and steady 
countenaneci which .should renioin esdm and unaltprcd 
amidst the greatest ; neitlicr manifesting sigoa 

of depress!00 nor e^altatioo^ but capable of that plia¬ 
bility which ■oftcDs the coontenau^^e ro the reci*piian 
of friends, and acconj[Kiuiea good oBiees with a benig¬ 
nant a mile. Tlitt frequendy borders upon dissimu¬ 
lation, since condemned persons of rank huv^ often 
been dlsmtsMed from tlie presence to exeoitioTijf without 
Ujt^Is or menaces^ btit widi et^ery mark of politeness. 
Having discoursed upon thi» subject with the Moors, 
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reminding them of similar ciFcuinstuiiccs in history, 
fliey have replied, tliosc in stances were marks of 
rollcctc'fl hnuness in the prince; Since wliatcver the 
(nixse might lie, he should never dmigate from his ovn 
dignity, nor forget ihc uttentimis due to a man of 
rank, whatever his sitnatirm or conduct might be. 
They arc estrcrncly eareftd not to interrupt one 
another in discourse ; and generally possess a natural 
eloquence, which they utter with duency, tn a soft, 
hut audible tone t and arc peculiarly gtaeefiil in their 
action, which is so expressive, as often to forestall what 
they arc aliont to deliver.** 

Tlic sauie obsenraiu traveller uiakcs a remark on the 
Aecliision of the Mahotncclati women from the society 
of tlie men, which J believe to have great weight in 
the general opinion of the Orientals, “ On comhining 
together the inclinations of Mahomed with his policy, 
wc ahull hnd the seclusion of women frorii the society 
of men, gives to the latter all those- hours, which, 
in Europe, arc gtmerally employed by men to please 
the object of their wishes; leaving ihi™ at foil 
leisure to pursue, without distractions of jealousy, tltc 
business of ilic day. It also prevents those bitter fouda 
and lasting animoskits, which pmson the minds of 
contending rivals, otherwise formei! for mtttiial cteem 
and friendship. It preserves llic mnrriage-lied not 
only from poUniion, liul also from the dread of 
it; nnd it secures w'omcn from thoac, drliisions “d 
temptations, which irritate the mind whh fletiing 
joys, leaving behind the pcmiancnt sting of latter 
mmoise! while never having tai(cd the univetwl 
triumph and dominion which beamy "» . ^ 

circles of Euiope, the loss of |Kmcr is no* added to U* 
painful sensation of hiding chunii*.. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

Fnne?», or Giicbn*—EviTlaitiiigFtre ncnrBoIfuJn PcTito—Btli- 
gion ofZorouittrBud the uicienl Maj-t—Marpicri and Utiatoiea 
of ihL* Paticm. 

The Piirscei, or Guebres, arc u iieoplc wliom tlic 
Mabomcdcti jjenicciiiiojis drove from Persia, tftcJr na¬ 
il ve countryj in tlie eighth century of the Christian 
Bprtu They are destctidcd from the aiieicni Periiians, 
rtillowci^ of Zoroaster ; to whose religions tenets and 
tnortd laws, they still profess to adhere. 

While the Maliomodan religion w:is established in 
Persia under the system of terror, these people ciiii- 
gmted to the isle of OrmiiK, and eoutinacd there 
fifteen yciirei they then embarked in smull vesaclg for 
India t hringiiig with them the aiitns-bynun, or sarred. 
fire, which they preserved with the greatest care. 
After a dreadful voyagCt tliey landed at Din, on the 
fiontb.WEsL point of the Canilmy Gtilph, a stltlcnii-nt 
now belonging to the Portugueze. Tlicy continutKl 
at this place for some time, mid then erossitig the 
Gulph, landed at Susan, near Nunaarree, which b a 
little to the nornhward of Snrat. Here these unhappy 
Persians implored the protect ton of the Hindoo rajah 
and pathetically related their religions puraccuttons, 
their flight from their nutive land, and all their siibae- 
' ijnent misfortunes. Astonished at the appearance of 
so many iirnied strangers, the rajah was doubtful how 
he should receive them : at length humanity prevailed j 
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'Jic granted tbetn pGrmisision to settle in his domijiions, 
and to bnild a temple !br their s^red fire, on their 
compliance with certmn conditions f particularly, that 
they should never put an ox or a cow to death, nor 
on any consideration taste the Jlesh t a covenant, 
which hoth ihetiiHelvcs and their descendants have 
kept inviolable to this day> 

As their lumilies increased, the Piirsces dispersed, 
and settleil at BomlMiy, Surat, iJarochc, and other 
northern towns on the wcslem coast <if Indio. Activo 
and indnstrioiis, they applied themselves to doniesttc 
and foreign coniiiiercc t and toany of the pritiei()al 
merchants untLowners of ships at Bombay and Surat, 
arc Parsecs: others learned the uiccluinJc arts, and 
engaged in the varied njiumfacturea of the loom : the 
best tarpcnticrs and shipwrights In Iiitlia arc of this 
tribe. 

Their tiunibcr at Bornlmy is coasidcrahle, and at 
Surat they anionnt to twenty thousand fainilics: 
hitherto they have not attempted to esUbliah a govern* 
ment of their own ; and an unfortunate schism in their 
religions tenets has divided them into two sepafa-ic 
factions. 

The Parsci's arc all worshippers of dre ; and in every 
temple U n sacred flume, ligtiicd at first from thot ori- 
ginsdly brcnight from Persia, which is still prescrviii 
with great reverenre at Oodwara, near Nunsarrcc. 
These fires arc attended day and night by the andarnos 
or priests, and arc never pcTinitted to expire. This 
was also positively enjoimid to the Levites, and wiis 
adopted by the Greeks and Romans under alt their 
governments. Quintus Ctirtius tells fis that the 
nal fire was carried hefort the army of Danus, on 
altars, followcil by the Mag! singing hymns, and by 
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lliree tiundrcd and sixty-five youths tlothed in acfirlet, 
aniQiinttiig to tlic/lumber of days It) the year. These 
fires are pniservcd in a Jutgc chufing-dish, c«ireftdly 
suppUeil with fuel, perfumed by a Ain»all rjuaniity 
of saudal-vood, or otiier nrormitics. The vulgar and 
illiterate worahtp tliui sacred fiatiie, as iilso the sun, 
moon, and siarsi srithout regurd to the jnvisihie Crea¬ 
tor s but the Icaruetl and jjudiciotis adore only the 
Alniighty Fountain of Light, the author uml disposer 
of ail things, undtrr the symbol of fire. Zofoosterj 
and tlic ancient magi, whose memories tliey revere, 
utid whose works they are said to preserve, never 
taught tlicin to consider the sun as ajiy thing more 
tijan a CTeaiore of tlie Great C'reator of the in a verse ; 
they were to revere it as his hest and lairest image, and 
for the tiuniberless hlessiogs it lUftUses ou the earth ; 
the sacred flame was intetided only as u perpetual iiio- 
nitor to preserve their purity; of which this element 
is so expressive a symbol. But superstition and fable 
have, through a lapse of ages, corrupted the stream of 
their religious system, which in iu source was pure and 
sublime. Herodotus says, that the iincient Fersitms 
venerated fire os n divinity; and the mug), who de¬ 
tested the adoration of images, worshipped the 
Almighty only by tlus element. At the same time 
they admitted two principleii, one the eausc of nU 
good, the other that of all evil; the former was called 
Ornsmadea, the latter Ahriman ; the one teprescuted 
by light, the Other hy darkneiis. This was the sy&unn 
of Zoroaster and the Magi ; and under various modi- 
fientioDs, inculcated in their mond system, is BUppoved 
to form the contents of the Zend Avi-sta, or sacred 
hooks of the modem Parscea. 
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' Butler, 111 Ills Horec written in 1709^ 

fittvs:—The momlity of the Zend Avestn U en I it lt d 
; tt> praise! purity of wordj artiot) and thought^ is 

■ repeatedly ineuleated/ An aitentjcn to tnith ii 

likewise particularly enforced. To iiioltiply the hii- 
mim specie&j increase its happitiess, and prevent 
evSl, general dutii^i hiculcuted by Zoroaster 

to bis disciples ^ agriculture, and the mnltiplication 
of useful aniiimb, arc particularly rceomtncnibJ to 
them, Hej** says Zoroaster* “ who Mlwa the ground 
with diligence, ncfpiirt^s a greater stoi k of religions 
^ merit, than he could gain by ten tlioiisiind pniyerH.' 

Tlie disciple of Zoroaster is enjoined to pardon in- 
I juries? to honour Ida parents and the kings whose 

i rights are derived from Oumndj to respect old 

I age; to observe gcncml gentlem.^H of manners, and 

to practise univcriul benevolence. Fasting tun! cell- 
I bocy arc forbidden to tlic men ; hiicl fis fur iia it may 

I dejxmd on tliemsclvcR, the latter is discouraged in 

[ women ; if a man a wife be nol luirren, only one wife 

! is allowed bim : o marriage with Uts eouara-genuan is 
^ reeomtueniicd to bim an un act pflrticulnrl}- plciising to 

, Heaven. 

Some of the Pursee liibc still reside in lVr>iUf UvAf 
tbc city of Baku, on the shore# of the Owpian sea, 
i , about Ifii miles from the ererliisiing fire whicli they 
bold If] such veuenition. Tins fire issues froai the 
cleft of a rock, five or six feet in fetigth, and tJiree in 
lirendtb, upjfcaritlg like the clear ^uinc over borniiig 
spirits! sometime* it rises to the height of several 
yards, at others only « few inches above the aperture. 

It bus eofltiiiticd thus for ngc* without intermissiun, 
and the rock is siirtl not to be in the least aUected, 
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citlier by tlic tin? CDnsiimitig its subatante, or chimging 
its eoloiiT. TrdViiUors mention, iliivt if a Imllovi- tube 
is put a few inches into the ground, for aoine hundred 
yariU around ihia rocky opening, a Himiltur fluiuc lasues 
through the orifice i tlic poorer people, who Utc in the 
neighlfflurhood, fretiuently cook their victuub over the 
flume, ’^‘hat I he cause muy he I know not, but the 
effects of sublerriiTieoiia fire, wliicli I ohserved at »-0 
fiitcrra, near Naplen, greatly resemble those on the 
border of tlie Caspian. 

I am aim Oat led to suppose lliat the worship of fire 
originated at the mountain of Baku. An ancient his¬ 
torian* mi'litious that the Persians relaic astorj^con- 
cerning Zoroaster, whose love of wisdom aiul virtue, 
leading lit Hi to a aoUtnry life upon a mountain, he 
found it one day all in a flame, shining with cclesiia] 
fire; from the midst of which he trame without any 
harm, and instituted certain sHtrifices to God, who, 
lit declared, hail appeared to him. In their nuptial 
ceremonies, and many other jmrtieulaTs, the modern 
Parsecs have adopted the customs of the Hindoos i 
hut their mode of treating the dead, sceiua to he pe 
euliar to themselves. At Bombay, soon after ihe de¬ 
cease, the bmly ta conveyed to Midabar Hill, un emi¬ 
nence about three miles from the town: where arc 
two large cemeteries, fifty or sixty feet in diameter, 
surrounded by eireuiur walls, twenty feet high. W ithia 
this enclosure is a smaoth iiiivemcul, sloping gradually 
from thq side of the wtiII to the centre, where it ter- 
miuateG in udeep pit i the bodies are laid on this pave¬ 
ment, which is divided into three distinct parts, for 
nieii, women, and children j they arc exposed naked, 
* DIdh ChrjSHMtoinr 
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to be dcvoarcti liy vul(iirt?s liiifl birds of prey, whudi 
getioraItT hover over them : u prr<toii is appomtetl to 
wateh which of the eyes they first pluck out; as they 
annex: some superstitious tdeUj rcNprrtitrg the hapjii- 
ncss or misery of the tlepnrted spirit from this drrttni- 
stimce : and the hones tire iifterw'tirds dc|M»it('d in a 
pit, to make roam for others in this extriiordinary 
Rutiisoleuui. When they are carrying the corpse to 
the tomb, which is a duty belonging to a particiihtr 
set of people, they must iieithtT speiik, ttor touch 
wood ; fur witich reason the borly is laid npon an iron 
bier, and the drawbridges at the tow u-gares, when they 
jjoss over iheru, arc covered, cither with sheets of c op- 
per or witli fresh earth. It is well aiuheniicatcd tlmt 
for a long time the ajieient magi retained tbccAtlusivc 
privilege of having their bodies left as a prey to car- 
nivorous nntmEils, anti tlmt afterwards the Persians 
exposed all the dead bodies of their friends indiscri- 
minately, to he devoured by birds and beasts of prey ; 
a ciistont which is still in some measure adhered to 
by their descendants in India, nnd liy the Giiehrcs in 
Persia, although so very repugnant to tlic feelings of 
almost [.'Very otht‘r rivilixcd nation. 

'fhe Parsecs are generally a (all comely nn'r, alh* 
Ictie and well forniffd, and nnirh fairer than the na¬ 
tives of Hindojittm ; the women arc eeTcbrated more 
for chastity than cleanliness; the girU are delicate 
and pleasing, but llie bloom of youth soon deoiys; 
before twenty thev grow' coarse and inasculine, in a 
far greater degree than either the Hindoos or Ma- 
homedaiis. Tlie Piirsees arc certainly an industrious 
and increasing people, and a valunhlc class of suf^cets 

in the Coinpanys set(lemcnL<i. 
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CHAPTER Vn. 

t fiimT nesccndatit* in Indio—'Honiwh Miminnaries 

E«, ‘rKw~ ™- 

QuotBiliin from Bishop Atwn. 

Sucii a. I have etiaeavourecl to 

precctliDg chapters, was the state o i“ » 

Lid St,ch the character of its iohabitaots. at. the close 
of the 6ftcenth century, t^hen the passage to I..d.a^ 
^ound the Cape of Good Hope, .a. d.scover^d 
hy Vaseo de Gama- That uation sooo extended 
her commerce to its remotest shores, and established 
settlements in different regions, especdly on the 
i^Lar coast, and island of Ceylon: the exc^Uen 
harlmur at Bombay caused ,t to hecomo one of 
the principal ports: it continued under thetr gme^ - 
unUl it was ceded to the Englisl., on Ac 
marriage of the Infanta Catherine to Charles the 
Second^ Tlie Portognexe have lelt numerous 
anis there, who live under the protection of the Engh^ 
Invs and enjoy the free exercise oi thmr religujn : they 

are ceneraUy styled Portngueitc, rt-tam their European 
ZL and dress, and speak their original langnagc, 
although greath corruptecU but from their mtennnr. 
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riilges with the nutives of iaferior triUfSj their com- 
plcsiou ia diirkcr than the high cniitcii of Hiniluos, mill 
thdredueation i§ very eoniincteiL 

The proselytes toiule by the Roiuisfa iiilssioQories to 
the East, are generally atuong the lowest tribes of the 
Hindoos; or such whose itiisconduct having cuused 
them to lose their iiistc, are glad to einbmee Christi¬ 
anity as a religioti whieb is open to a|L Hut whe-n- 
erer the Hindoos or Mahotnedans «irie haptized into 
the Christian fiiith, the woriien lay aside their ht'eoin- 
ing eastern drapery, and put on a jacket and petticoat; 
and the men wear as much of the European uppnrel as 
their eirtiumstatlces will admit of: a roat and stockings 
seldom form piirt of their dress, escepi on a religious 
festival, or some particular occasion. 

ManF respectable Anueuian merchants, with their 
families, as well os a few Persians, Turks, Anibians, 
and Jews, occasioiiolly reside at Bomliay; but the 
llitjdoos, Midiomcdans, and Piirsces, form the grifat 
niiuks of the inhabitants. Fearful of prolixity, I haver 
ill the foregoing p-nges, omitted many things inserted 
in jny origtiml letters; hut I have endeavoured to 
give a faithful portruit of these intcritstiog people; 
every thing I have aaserled was dictated hy iis iiiipor- 
tiid a juflgtncn t us I was enabled to forni, during a lung 
residence among them. I viewed them w-ith an unpre¬ 
judiced mind, and wherever I went, I sought for know¬ 
ledge at the best sources of imformation among the 
natives themselves: but in tliat n?S|Joct 1 tind ray own 
opinion confimird by an intelligent observer, that “ to 
whatever country of Europe the traveller directs his 
steps, he meets with people ready to give hitu iufiac- 
inatioii, and proud to display tlieir lstiowlK4ft^ ■ 'ti 
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Asia thB WTursi tlic natives are ill Hi cult of 

aeeeM, averse to struofrers, and reserved J” J 

ners ■ slaves to their own ciistoiiis, they hold ^ 

I ; o tions in contempt. Ever - ^ 

their own diguity.they ure too upt to consider th on 
sttidied inuuniTii and famdifinty o tie iig is ^ 
marks of disrespect, and .fill o^ver vonteive tie dare 
to cOQiliut ourselves iu like tuaniier to onr oviti nupc- 

"""Succ mv return to Europe, llm reseaicUes into' 
Asiatie hUtory, the investigation of 
uutl eiistonis, ftud cepeeially an ma^Y 
and reliitioiis svsteni of the Hindoos have enpa^d 
p.„erd nttetuion; mnih vaUmhle itiforinKtion h^ 
Ln given to the pnhlie ^dtbin these tewjenrs by 
those\ho rmide their ohservaiiotis in Hinibston, 
or bv literati who derived their knowledge troni 
philo;ophkal Studies at home, who have eompared 
the ttansiivtiona of remote ages wit i t it oi ’ 
n nees of the present day: ntid from the stores 
saered atid profane history, Imve produved sncli docu¬ 
ments and proofs in favour of the former, ns must 
satisfy every itindid nnd imprejudued mmd, 

Aiiiong tile most interesting of the recent jmbkot* 

tions on this important subject, arc the Bmnptomim 

lecturt'fl at Ovford, by Mr. Canvitlicn, on 
of tint Brnhuiinital religion, its confirmaiion ot tim 
truth of the Snered History, and its iiiHuence on the 
ujoml character, 1 trust u few extracts from so va- 
limhle n source of infomiation, will not lie dceitied 
irrelevant to the general tendency of these Tolumes. 

The facta stated in the second lecture lend to cata* 
hliah the following important conclusions; that llit- 
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strongest presumption nrisesj^ both from ihe testimo¬ 
nies of siiicieut niithOTS, as far as tiiey can be collected, 
as well as from irtcmal cridcBcc, that the elironological 
Hptem of the Brahiniiis lias suflered a ninturial 
change, and that their present scheme is of eoiiipam- 
tively modem inretiiion; that, in earlier limes, this 
system had some obvious and striking sunilttrity to 
that of tins Mosaieal history; that even if the reality 
of the a-ra from which their present age cOinmcnces, 
and which is now generally supposed to bo founded on 
retrognde calculiition, were estahlishcd, this admis¬ 
sion ronld. not, in any degree, affect the truth of ihc 
Sacred Writings { and tlviit the only probable origin, 
which can be assigned to the invention of the prime¬ 
val zoiliiic, expressly contradicts tlie un war ran table 
assumption of an Egyptian sphere, formed at the im- 
nieuse distance of sixteen tboosnnd years before the 
present time* 

The author then nrttumlly asks, “ To what eaiisc it 
Ciiti be icssigni'il, that in all the historical doinmcnts 
which have hitlicrto been brought to light, lljey should 
ascend to nisirly the same jioini of time, and then Ijc- 
eoiue enveloped in olfscunty, and degenerate into 
faidc? Whence huppens it, that these fiibh-s, in nations 
the most ilistimt and dlssimiluT, liowcvcr they may Iw 
disguised by difference of hinguage, however inenm- 
iRTcd by the adhesion of foreign rircnmstanccs, which 
the dii’crsitv of national chmucter may have engrafted 
on them, sfioidd still retain sucli tin evident similarity 
ns to be dcorly traced to the same sonreeJ What cause 
cun be assigned, that the whole fabric of pagan my¬ 
th ology, whether surrounded by the gaudy, hut mis 
shnpen ornaments of eastern iiiagnifircncc: or rising in 
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the graceful <.k‘g 5 incc iind exact symmetrv of C4ti'cm[i 
tiistf, or frOM'Qifig terrors in tlic ponderous atid musaivc 
gtimdeur uf northern archUcctore, should be on 

lilt* same foundiiUon, however the superstructure may 
be modelled or varied by the mfluence of natioiial 
■natilieis ? If this globe had beet! inlmbited by ua- 
tiotls of a separsite utjd independent origin, could (his 
uiiiforniity in their traditions possibly have existed ? 
If mankind bad reached that perfection, both iti sci¬ 
ence and refinement, which is pretended, would there 
iKU liavc occurred some distinct and diversified events 
which would liavc clearly characterized these penode, 
and would Iwive fuiind their way to future getieratioiis? 

"From every investigation it clearly appears, that 
no eomiiutationa liavc been able to invalidate the only 
historical narrative, which, independently of the stiunp 
of divine authority, presents a rationid account of the 
formation of the universe, of the creutiou of man, and 
of the infant state of the world; which in arcurucy of 
description, not less than in sublimity of language, 
stands unrivulled. In rain have they been applied to 
invalidate that everlasting covenant, which was esta¬ 
blished before the foundations of the world were laid; 
which, as it had a retrospect to the period before crea¬ 
tion existed, shall receive its full and glorious accoui- 
plishmetit when creation shall be no more. 

‘‘Tlic variety of fabWs to which the awful event of 
the diduge lias been aecominodatod, the diversities in 
the narrative, ailapied to local prejudices or to iheo- 
logicfll opinions, prove that they arc taken from on- 
comtnnmcatcd fragments of some original tradition- 
The inrideul is recorded, not by construction of philo¬ 
sophical theories, but by simple narrators of facts. It 
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ill uIh{J DbHurvjiUle, tlmt the iicxoiuits of h delude Rttll 
to found uuioug the uiore eastern nationsj are as 
strongly jiiurked by truth, and arc ecjually corifoniiahle 
to tlie Jmiqry of Moaes, as ilioae which are preserved 
in Egypt. 

But allliougli the concorreot voice of antiquity 
thm loudly reitponds to the tiatiuiony of the Hebrew 
Ji is tori an 5 though ilie memorials of an event, so in¬ 
teresting to the early world, must have been treasured 
up with care, recollected with seutinicnts of awe anci 
gratitude, and shadowed out iu hieroglyphic sculpture 
iti Tiioniiincnts on the earth; though the combined 
jxiwcra of fancy iind erudition have been successfully 
employed, in referring to this source tnoiiy of the 
pagan syiuboU and devotional ceremonies ; yet vague 
and uuKntisfactory would all these evidences appear, if 
they bad not been illustrated and con finned by that 
□arrativC] of whicli all other records tire hut faitit 
ad limb tut ions. If all the solitary fragments scattered 
througliout the voluminous mass of oriental mythology) 
joined with those which the Diitiotis of the west have 
retained, w'ere collected mjd eoncentratedi their utiitcd 
testimony would be iiisuflicicnt to establish the rCiJity 
of this caiauiitoiis prodigy- It is not on the exact eo- 
iticidcncc of sarred imd profane history, that we at* 
tempt to prove the truth, and assume the BUjicriority of 
the former: but that the one is ^lerspicuous and full, 
where the other is ohscure and defective; the one is 
toneisc where amplification would be unnecessary, or 
would tend to no other purpose thnu the gratification 
of a vaiu curiosity; tlie other, by those additions which 
the artifice or conceit of man has interwovent hfis soiue- 
times suppressed tlic truth by conceahueiit, and somc- 
timeii weakened it liy expinsion. 
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III couinion with oihtr tifiiioiiB, tht HinJotxs aitri 
bute tin* crention of nil visibk iliiuga in sk disitint't 
periods* the iuecesstivc foriuatioii of all teirestriiil 
miimals, and fioally of mau, to one tsupreiuo God. In 
comiuon witli all other nations, they have also prt'served 
aoine indiatinct Tcmemhratice of the (intedihiYiiin gene* 
rations, and the untediluvian persouaijcs (iicntjoned in 
the Jewish Scriptures. But the first great and inijiortiint 
event, which they attest, clearly and nneriuivocally, is 
the uwfuJ catastTopJie of the general destruction of the 
world hy a flooti; a»d tliercforu it is from that 
point, that the monninenta of profane antiquity are 
proiwrly called In, to coiifirni the truth of the Sacred 

History. ^ . i 

The civil history of niankiud* contained itl the re¬ 
maining fnigiiients of the earliest annalist, agrees with 
the narnitive of Moses. They concur in placing the 
theatre of the first memorable events that befel the 
hnuian race, within the limits of Iran, undrrstotHl in 
its true wtid extended signification, between the Oxus 
and the Euphnitcs, the Armenian rnountains and the 
borders of India. 

The literature of India, lately explored, records the 
estabiishineot of the Brtih mini cal religion in Iran, 
preriously to its adoption in Hindostan. e are in- 
fortnetl that a mode of faith and worship, essentially 
different from that of Zoroaster, was imcicntly professed 
in Persia, and continutid to he secretly ctilertaitied hy 
iTiany eminent men, long after tlie general predomi¬ 
nance of the latter. 

That Inin, anderstood in its trtie and enlarged 
signification, was t!ie country from which the three 
originiJ and distinct rad’s of men first scpamlcd, is 
rcndvrctl still more probable from its central situation. 
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It wii3 frojji t]jis part of rhv that ihe udvi^atnrorLi 

progeny of Jnpher could bc^r transport tbenis circs to 
I hose vovijitrie% which, on necoant of their hcfng sc- 
piimtcdfrotu Judeu hy the were ernphaticallystrli'd, 
in the writings of Mo&es, ^the isles of the Gentili'At* 
in caiitmdirtion fo Asia, which to Palestine was strictly 
continental. It was nearest to this f(ii!irtcr that the 
peaceful ell-seen dim ts of Sbem settled themselves 5n 
Arahitij where so many of their tiaiues may now he 
discovered; and it vva^ from tins ijnarter, that the 
Ammonian famed for daring exploitSj snlidoed 

the vast and fertile coiintrieg of ImUa, Ethiopia, and 
the countries situated on the Nile; where they have 
left so many vestiges of their scientiBc escelknce, and 
of tlieir iiiarliul prowess, 

“ From an accurate laurvey of the Brahminical re- 
ligionj as* w^e find it established in India, it is impos¬ 
sible not to pereeive its essenlial identity w^jih that of 
the Egyptians, and therefore that both must httvc 
emanated frtmi a common origin. Both nations were 
distingnislied by a dhnsion into various orcIerSt of w^hith 
the pLiloiophers were the most honoimihle. Each 
tribe adhered to the profejjisiou of its family, and never 
invaded the drpiirtriieJit of another, nie fundamental 
|>rmciple5 of their iistronomieEiI -^ysterns, would ako 
incline us to suppose, that their sciencea were derivcil 
from the same source ^ 

From a comparison of diflereru facts, the following 
will appear to Ije the result ^ at the time of the genenU 
dispersion of mankind, spine tribes niigmted tovrartk 
liie East to Indian whrle Olliers diverged towards the 
West to Egypt; and some still remained in their ori- 
giiml sctllerncot^ in Chaldea. Egj^t, ihereforet we 
iinglir i^^pcf i to find the sonrt'c of knowh-dge for the 
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western, and India, for rini eastern parts of the glohc. 
Tlic few general trudilions w hich they h«d received 
from their onceatorH, it is rcasanahJe to imagine, would 
find a place in the religions systems of all. These tra¬ 
ditions would remain unaltered, chiefly in countries 
like India, insukted from the rest of the world hy iun- 
tinuerl and ulmo&t irapregnalde harriers, 

«Wc find that the most comixiou method of ac¬ 
counting for the origin of evil is the degeneracy of 
man from a state of purity to a state of eorriiption : a 
doctrine which has retaiiiGt] a pliicc in the popular 
creed of every nation. Of Brahuiinism, it may be 
aluiObt said. to form the basis. It is this idea which 
hsia regulated its elaborate Bchcnic of chronology ; it is 
this idea which causes its followers to submit to the 
most excmciiitiug penances, in order to purge the aoul 
from the stains which she lots contracted during her 
abode in this polluted body. They have indeed cor¬ 
rupted and obscured this doctrine t tiicy have irti- 
gralted on it additions which do not properly belong 
to it; they have carried ii so far, as to inspire them 
with a hatred of life, and a derelictioti of every worldly 
enjoyment j they have continually placed before their 
yes the accompli slim eat of tliat melancholy period, 
when a total decay of bodily streugtli, us well aa an 
entire degeneracy of morals, ahull increase the sum of 
present iiiiscrv; hnt these deviations from the truth 
could never have hiippcned, unless they had truth itself 
for a foundation, 'fhese are phantoms of the imagi¬ 
nation, which would never Ijhvc existed, if they had 
not been derived from some correspondent reality, 
‘‘From the fall of man, we arc naturally led to the 
lomidcntioii of a positive ordinance imnicdiately con- 
ticcted with it, and springing out of it; the t tsTOM 
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or SACTlIFJClAr OfclLATlONS, AX EXFIATfON inH i4IN* 

In whiitevtr point of vicvr thiis riistoin itiny' be regardeil^ 
whether ns eucliari^tical or prapitititoryi whether orj|^- 
natin^ in the iilm that it was a proper mode of express- 
mg scntimcDts orgratitade to the Deity, for the enjoy¬ 
ment of the boanties of natiu-ei or us a proper iitone- 
ment for gpillt; still a rite ao peculiar^ and so iitiiTeirsiil, 
musl haYe received its sanctiDa from some posilivu 
ronujjand, and eonld never have been the drcUite of 
natural renaon. 

"Tlie Vedas themselveSj on sotue oexasions, eujoin 
the oblations of men. as well as animals^ imd th«it the 
satrihees of the latter were aDcicntly practieedi have 
the anthoriiy of Shralio and Arrian. It is also Wfdl 
known, that one of the incarnations of Vishnu, that of 
BTidha hirnself, is described by the BruhminH, m liav^ 
ing taken place for the purpose of ahoHshing tlie 
sacrifices enjoined in the Vcdiis; and whsitever differ¬ 
ence of opinion may be entertaineit concerning the 
timci or the genuineness of thin descent, it is a decided 
proof, tliat the enstoriL of sacrificial ofTeriug must have 
been universally prevalent," 

Bishop Watson, when arehdcjicOD of Ely, in fiis charge 
to the clergy of tliitt diocese, says:—leamef) men 
have abiinrfantly proved that a trudlrion conrtTning a 
(Jehige has prevailed in every quarter of the globe, not 
only ainongst the Bomans, Greciatis, Eg}']jtiiini^ Baby¬ 
lon tuns, Persians^ and StTtbiftns; hut amongst the 
Iroqiioix, Mexicans, BrazilianM, Peruvians, and other 
nutions of America: and chat the inhahitatiCi of 
Otahvite being as^kt?d concemiug their origin, simply 
answered, that their Supreme God a long time ngp, 
he Jug angry, dnigged the earth through rlie sea, afid 
thoir isinnil being broken off, wiu presen taL" 


94 


TOW>" Of 


CHAFl'ER 

Town uf Bombiy—Engtl»l> cpmmerct nf Dunjbaj—C>Tii 
M?iUnry r,»t.bl«hmcrt^C..urt.pf 
mcnt— Moonllljl'* £’^<^''*"8*- 

I SHALL conclude my U-ttcra on Bomlmy with n short 
HCCDUnt of the European jaliuluttintaj anti thuir niti Ic 
of livintr at thill Bcttleincut. Tim principa town takes 
h numo ftom th.t of the hland, and i. ..t-ted near 
the harbour, at the souihem esttromit y ; on the north 
«de 13 a smaller town, called Mahvm, and several 
villages in different parts of the coiiutry. 

The town of Bouibav is about t^ o mika m orctmi- 
feronce, surrounded by modern fortifications; with a 
fosse, drawbridges, tbreo principal gates, and ^re _ 
sullv-pottsj hut the works having been constnirti 
™i.r diScrcM niginecr.. ■»ilhou. my ^g..l«r p1«». 

bomt of <bc .umgtl. m umfara.ity whK-U 

might otherwise have cbanicleriacd tlicm- 

Tlic harbour b large, and secure from the storms 
and hurricanes which are very frecjneiit and destructive 
ut Surat bar, and on the Malabar coast t near it were 
three exceUent docks, winch I lielieve are snice in¬ 
creased in number ; and a spacious mnrmc-yard. amply 
supplied with naval stores of every description : here 
they build vessels of all sistes, from a ship of the Imc, 


PLTBUt' BtlU.DINCN, 


to t)iv siualk’ai gruUs iitnl gallivHtj, L'mjjlBycd jb die 
CoiiijianyB service: the timljer iwed fs cJiIefly teak 
(Tectona grandis), the most ViiiuubJe of the oriental 
forest woods, aljtl ulorc diirahle than the oak; (he 
aiuister bniklers imd shipwrights of the Parsec trilie, 
are very skilful, and exatt injiiators of the heat nindcJs 
from Europe. 

When f left Bonibny, the generulity of the pnhiie 
buildings were more useful tbau degnnt: the govern- 
mont-house, custoui-Iioiiae, marine-hottsc, bamieks, 
mint, treasury, theatre, mid prison, in chide the chief of 
these atructuTes, There were also thrive large hospitals j 
one watliiu the gates for Europeans: another on the 
esplanade for the sepoys, or uative troops in the Com- 
Pliny’s seriiecs and a third, on an adjacent island, for 
convalescents. 

The only Protestant chureh on the isluntl stood ininr 
the centre of the town; it w'as a large and coniinudiaiis 
building, with a neat tower, ’fhere was also a tharity 
Hchool for iKjys, uud a fund for the poor, Ixdonging to 
the Church of England. There were iteldoni more than 
two chaplains belonging to the Dam hay f!atahltsljriieiit 
W'ben I Wits in IndJii; the one resided at the Presi* 
deucy; the other, altemutcly nt Sumt and Baroehc, 
where were caiisiderubh: European garrisous. Tlir 
Roinaii Catholics, who enjoy every indulgence from 
the English government, Lad severul thurehes and 
chujn-la in different parts of the island, 

The English houses at Bomlaiy, though neither so 
large tidr elegimt os those at Calcutta and Madras, 
were conifortuhle ami wdl furnished; they were linilt 
in the Eiuopcan style of architecture, os much oa the 
climate would admit of; but lost somothim? of that 
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appcanince by the addition of verim<Ui55; or covered 
piazzas, to shade the apartnicitts most exposed to 
tbc sod} when illnniinatcd, and Filled with social 
parties in the gtcjiIjiit, these verandns gave tbc town « 
very^hcerful appeiirance; but since 1 left India, the 
town^ouses have been almost deserted by the English, 
who reside entirely at their country villas i the geiitle- 
mcn only go to the fort in the morning, to transact 
their business ; devoting the evening to domcaric 
pleasure, and convivial meetings ut their garden- 

house. ^ ,, 1 

The large bazar, or the street in the IdacK town, 

within the fortress, contiiined many good Asiatic 
honsps, and shops filled with merclumdizc from all 
parts of the world, for the Europeans ami natives. 
These sliops were generally kept hy the Indians, 
especially the Parsecs; who, after paying the estab¬ 
lished imjwrt custom a, were exempted from other 

duties. . T j- 

-Bamlmy was ilien one of the first marts in India, 

and employed a great numberof vessels in its extensive 

commerce. Bivssorah, Muscat, Orrnuz, imd other 
ports in the Persian Giilph, furnished its nierrhants 
I^th pearls, niw-silk, Carmcnia wool, dates, dried 
fnills, rosr water, ottar of roses, iind several other 
productions. Arabia supplied them wiih coffee, gold, 
drags, and bone). A number of ships imnmilly freighted 
with cotton and bullion lo China, returned laden with 
tea, sugar, porcelain, wTOught Bilka, nankeens, and a 
variutv of useful iind ornamental articles. From Java, 
Malacca,Sumaira, and the eastern ialantls, they brought 
spices, omiHrrgris, perfumes, arrack, and sugar: the 
cargoes from Madagascar, the Comorro isles, Mosaiti- 
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lnqutf, nnfl other ports on the pjijstcjn const of Africa, 
ronsiHtedrJiieflv'of ivory, siavtyt, imd drugs: whiJethe 
dittiTcni parts of India pmdticc cotton, silk, juuslij,, 
pearls, diuniotiils, and evtrv prcciiiitH gcuj| together 
tt itlj ivory, siuidftl*wood, ptqipcr, rassia. duniimtAainl 
other [lucurrcB. This valimlile i^^oniijicm: was ^rird 
on hy vesairitt Ixlonging to tlic Etiropcaa and itotiV© 
mcfrbants sewJdl at Bornhiiy; totally mdepojidcnt 
ot, nnii micoftnectcfi with, the trade of the East India 
Company. Tlie exports conaistefl of English woolleti- 
cloths of every description; with copper, iron, lead 
and other Eurojjcun stEples, piinrhast^ at the Com* 
panyV sales by the native mcri hunts, both at Bomlmy, 
^d frotii the cemtinent. A great deal of cotton, 
importiHi in bouts from Surat, Baroebe, Ahmood, and 
Jamboscer, w«» shipiud in Urge vessels at Bombay 
for Madm-s Brngiil, and China, 'Fhe Portuguese 
from Gna, Damuiiti, and Europe, carrii'd on a trifling 
trade with BohjIkiv ; but the Frcndi. Dutch, and 
ptinish ships seldom totichcd tlierc; the American 
toiiTcoutse with India wim tbeii in its iiifam-v. 

I’bc government of IJomljiiy, in its eivil and military 
Jqrannients, courts of justice, and Other arrangements, 
was established by the Ea*t India Company umler the 
royal charter; but the system has of hue year* been so 
often changed, ihflt I decline entering ufjon the subje-et. 
During my residence there, a simple and regular sys* 
teiii in the different estnbiisfttiictits sremed to answer alJ 
the nceessary purpofles of govern ment, and every tiling 
was condneicd with order, economy, and propric^. A 
writers salary was indeed stiiidj, and very inadequate to 
even the iiiodcmte net^saries of life required in that 
climate, not cxeeedini; sixtv-five pounds a-rear. 

VOI,. t. }| 
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ASliLO-INUlANS. 


Having been at all the settlciiU'ntB sulmifdinate to 
Bombay, froio Ahnicd-abad to Aojongo, I can aswjrt 
that (he fbaracter of tlie English in lti<iia is an honour 
to their country: in private life, they ar* generous, 
kinti, anti hospitaljle ; in their public situations, when 
called forth to arduous enterprize, they conduct them'* 
selves with skill and niagnaiiimity: and, whctJier 
presuling at the helm of the political and comnicrciul 
department, or sjireading the glory of the Utkish 
arms, with coumge, mtidcration, and cleincDcy, the 
atmali, of Hindbstart will transmit to future agei tmmes 
dear to fame, and dcsen ing the applause ot Europe. 
As hushands. fathers, masters, they cannot easily be 
excelled ^ while friendship, iUusiratcd in its more gc- 
nend sense by iinostentntious nets of liuinanity and 
benevolence, shines in India with coiispicuons lustre s 
distress never pleads in vain, and the milk of humau 
kindness flow^s in ample streams. How often have the 
sons and dangUters of misfortune (‘xperlenccd the bles¬ 
sed effects of oriental benevolence I how often have the 
riiined merchant, the discouholaU* widow, and the help¬ 
less orphan, been relieved hy the delicate and nslvnl sub¬ 
scription, anioanting in a few’ h<mrs to several thousand 
pound-H, without the rliild of sorrow knowing its 
benefuctora! jVwd here, with all the milder virtue* 
belotiging to their sex, my amiahlo countrywomen are 
entitled to tliiur full share of applause. This is no 
fulsome panegyric ; it is attribute of truth and affec¬ 
tion to those worthy characters w'ith whom I so long 
associated t ond will be cotilirmed by all who have 
resided in India. 

1 have not the snialiest intention of praising the 
Anglo-Indians at the expense of my countrymen at 
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liomci tlifi spcds of phitiuithropy luxd bciitf\'o!t?ncci 
which every where adom the English character, im* 
prcgimtcd in their native soil, flourish vigaroualy when 
transplanted in a foreign country, where fortune are 
gi.’iicraLly luore easily ohtiuncd than in Europe, where 
a distressed indivddmil, separated from parents, friends, 
and every natural source of redress, seems to have a 
double claim upon the coiin>as4iofl of his tuore fortu¬ 
nate comrades; and where au annual jn(.Ti*U9e of wealth 
admits of more unrestrained bounty than & limited 
iueoiuc. ^^itring mv aliode in Tiidia, thwe were no 
arts or sciences to patronise ; no literary or charitable 
iiistitudons to Biip}>ort: and neither hospitals nor infir¬ 
maries to c#ll forth private benevolence; iheCompany 
provide for the Europeans, and the natives in general 
take care of their own poor; the chief CKpenw* of 
the English are therefore confined to convivi^d plen- 
snres, and domestic arrangements: whercajs, iu Bri¬ 
tain's favoured isle, how abundant arc the channels 
for un ample fortune; and how numertioa the worthies 
who appropriate a very considerahlc portion of their 
incxiine to relieve the distresses of iheir fellow crea¬ 
tures I , ^ , 

As far as the climate admits, the Eugliilt fashion tn 
houses, ctjuipagiN aad dress, is gencrallv adojited . 
verv fi'w hidira or gentlmiien kept European servants j 
the fonner were hotter sened by young female Mala- 
bars, tniitu>d by thcmsclve^ and by negro or Malabar 
bovs. who were our frivourite prrsonnl attendants i 
while the apper semmts were mmally MsUmiiu'dims 
and Parscra ; men of character and family, in most 
respects preferable to European', and leas expensive, 
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LIFE AT BOMttAV. 


Our clerks and writ era were mostly Hindoos, who 
fmiu being liable to so niimT rcligmus and ceremonial 
poTlutir>ii^, wer^ seldom domestic servunbt ; these writers 
at Bom bar are f^en orally called Purvocs; a riiitfafiil 
diUgent class, timeh attacbod to their employer, careful 
of his interest^ aeon rate in their accoonts, and very 
often such exact imitators of his handwritings tlial tt 
is impossible in a long letter to discriminate the fae- 
simile from the autograph ; such an amanuensis is 
peculiuriy useftil in u country where the conveyatice 
of letters was then so precarious, that hoih in public 
and prirate disputchci?, it was accessary to send dupli¬ 
cate anti triplicate eopicis. 

When I resided at Bombay^ comfort^ hospitality, 
and urban Tty characterized the ficttletiicut, and early 
hours prevailed throughout the presidency and its 
subordinate settlemcutii: these are now altered to the 
more fashionable rputiiic of fughind. The morning 
tlion dedicated to biusiness; every body dined at 
one o'clock; on breaking up, the eomjiany w^eut to 
ibeif respect;re bouses to enjoy a siesta, mid return 
jtfttT !t walk or ride In the country* to pass the remain¬ 
der of I he cveniDg, imd sup w here they bad dined. 
Our nirul excursions in that cILniate are early in the 
morning, or after tlic sun docljnes; the twlhgbt, so 
neiir the equator* i-% short; but the mildness and sere¬ 
nity of ihe moonlight nights render them peculiarly 
ddighdiil: ibere indeed wc behold the nocturnal In- 
mlnary “ walking in her brightness*'' without a vapour 
to dim the sweet inf!uenf?e» of the Pleiades, or veik 
the bands of Orjcm*” Such a spectacle naturally dis¬ 
poses the mind To solemn rauisicigs; and, while enjoy- 
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iDg the wcflU^rn bireze on Oat roofs of the Dni^DtiJ 
houses, and beholding' the ccIl'^uilI canopy so glo¬ 
riously adorttecl, tt is impossible ocit to meditate with 
pious awe on the Great Parent of the uni verse, 


*' Wliogives ilM lufltre tP the Insect« wing, 
' And ti^U With glory the celestini world T 
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CHAPTER IX. 

£D£liflhSQtlJi!i][]cntof Fori Victom—Briihnijsi Village ofHaiTarar 
—Hot WcIJb at D&zagOBH^Voyage thllhor from Fort Victorilt^ 
JJotiriocIt—Wild b+iaatfl—Danger froTn Tigen—Chumclitni of 
tlie Coacon—Serpents—in Ulp MootitaiiiB—^Hitidoo 
nerotccftt ^wbigem. Juggler^, CambatonU^ and Vauilen— 
Govuriinient—tioiuBiieuccmejit nf ajoiimcj la 
Bonibaj—Cnndh ur—VsnjarrahB—Gfliit ^tnun laina—M nnwont 
—CuUiralion, Gardens, and iiroduce of the Concan—Garu, 
Hindoo High-prjpFt—Other reflgtoiu Cnttc*—Vtiltos* of /wiitpr 
la Itidiii^A^nt of tbo I^wer Gauts^MahDinedBD Fa- 
tnarrb nf Hani-I^EijaJi—Hindoo Violitna—Ileocptioo at Alloli 
OrAUg—Cidjiiiie—Vifit from a Miiiirutto prince—Family of 
Ksgojee AngTLii—Nympbca Lotoi—ItOlopbagl^—IVIefbod of 
lupplying traTeUen with prorleioni m ITindoitaii—Concliffiioii 
of the Jonmey—Cain|iarlf^a bett^ eeckladis and England in their 
iDon itriting fegtnrea. 


After. rFiiding five yeum iit Bombiij, it slight 
pOHitioii ocTiisioncfl me to go for a few weeks to the hot- 
welb HtDazugoo^ a vUkige belonging to die MiihrHttita 
ill the CDncaii].or Cokon, not far from the English set¬ 
tlement of Fort \Tictoria; a siiiail fortress sixty 
from BoHiliaji gamsotied by a company of sepoys, for 
the protection of a few yiltngt-s^ aodn small distnet in its 
vicinity : it was then Inc rcsidiince of two gentlemetv 
in the Company s civil Bemcc, who collirctcd a trifling 
revenue, itiid procurctl cattlr and other mides for 
Bombay* This settlcJnent was ceded by the Malimt- 
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taa in 1756, for Ghereah. R plate tif for more impor¬ 
tance, then lately mmineiTid by Adniirii) "VValaon and 
Lord Clive t rlitring the tuibaequent wbt» between the 
Englisli nnd ^liUituttafi, it hiui never been tnolL-stcd. 

Eort Victoria is sitnuted on n lofty hill, near the etl- 
tmttre of Baneootc river, where there is also u lower 
hatteryt this river whs fortncHy navigiiblu for large 
ships} but the sand bank ut the tnouth 4 .’onsiniitly 
itirfcnsltig dunng ific uioU4iooTi| it noi* 

onlv admits h passage for small vessels. Its source is 
among the eiistern niountnins; nt a cotisirlerable dis¬ 
tance from whiiuee, winding lb rough woody hills and 
fertile valleys, it rcLMiivcs some tributary streams, af¬ 
fords many delightful prospeetB, and aboitnda with a 
variety of fiaii and wild fowl. 

Tlje w’CBti'rn hills near Fort Victoria, from lieing ex¬ 
posed to the sea wind, are bleak and brnren : in tlic 
interior the lofty motmtains ore covered with trees 
and underwood, which soften their craggy prcHpiccR, 
and exhibit niimercins springs, not common in the 
torrid stone: theae not only add considemhle- ^^ca^ty 
to the landscape, Ijot cause an ogrceablo freshness in 
the atinosphem, and add to the laxurlance of the cul¬ 
tivated vales, ubountiing with rice, untebnee, and other 
ludJiin (rrniiii. 

The villages in the Company’s dtstricU, generally 
inhubited hy Hindoos, arc aurronnded by eocotmut, 
tamarind, and mango trees t. the homies are small, 
seldom more than a thatched eottnge; but some of 
. the detsals, or temples, sitii^cd In deep glens, ovci^ 
shadowed by tlic burr-trei;, have a soleuui iippcarmcc' 
Tlicae Hfcludisi spots are occupUsl by Bnibmjui, whose 
religions reremoniea are smmgeJy rmii»*itcd hy the 


J04 VILLACK OF HARRASAR, 

antic! trickji of the inonkcya, which, with green 
pigeons, biilhtik, unci other birihj, enliven the stir- 
rotinihng groves. 

Wu sometimes en ten deft our rides for several mites into 
the Mahratta rontiiry, and frcc^uenilj’ viaited the villugo 
of IlarrasuT, celeliraied for the .sanctity of its temple^ 
the beauty of the women, ami for having hecn the re¬ 
sidence of the anceatora of the Braliuiin family who at 
present govern the MaUratta empire. It is mhahtted 
by a. high caste of Brubmins i the women arc certainly 
extremely beautiful, cliaracterizcd hj an elegitm form, 
antelope eyes, and a fiiirer eompU'.xion thim the lower 
classes of Hindoos: their jetty lochs arc richly ndomed 
with jewel*; their garmeiit eotisista of a Jong pi^Xf of 
Bilk, or tiiusUn, put on ill gmceful folds, falling like 
the drapery of the Grccmti statue^. 

The simplicity of the putiareba! age was realized in 
the rural occupatiotis of the women at Harrasar: the 
pastoral Jives oftbe Jdejjopotamiun damseU, and many 
eustoins descrilied liy Homer, still exist in the Brahmin 
villages of the Concan : there w'omen of the first dts- 
tiiiction, like Kcheka and Raeliael, draw water at the 
publir wells, lend the cattle to pa-sture. wash their 
clothes in the tanks, imd gather the flowers of the 
oymptica, for their innocent sacrifiec at tliedewtil, and 
its foliage for plates attddishcis. 

The well* are sitnaU'd thirty miles from Fort 
Victoria, and two from Dazagoti: there are scvirral 
hot Springs, lind three baths of difl'creiit dituensions, 
varying in heat from ifti to lOK degrees: the ctwes 
in which the external and itiLiTinil use of these 
waters has Imen sm Le.s.‘,fiiJ, arc visceral olistruc- 
tiotis: being chalyhciim and pnrgativc, their gc- 
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nersil indririkintr nnd batliitijr, is ciirry oft 

Bupcrduouii bilt, cfftita iiii ii|jpL‘tilL% and pfoniot« fwr- 
spirntjori: by relax Ingr tlir tlbros, withtint rahaiisfting 
tLe iitreiigtli, they scum pccullnrly adapted to invigtr 
rate the system, ftJid rountenul tin: languor incideni to 
£iiTopu(ia& Id the torricl ^one. The Paziigon welU are 
in essential respects Bimilar to those at \ israhoy, in 
another port of the Coueati, nearer to Bouihay; and 
much resorted to from thcnec. 

The voTHge from Kort Victorto to DfiKHgon afiords 
un inland'tmvigarion of great vrtrieiy: the river, seldom 
wider than four or five himdreil yards, wind# tJirougli 
a chain of hills, stored with timher, or covered with 
jangle; and the bunks arc fringed with stdt wood, an 
es'crttreeu resellihling the laurel i an Opening tnllej 
sometiiiic# presents a view ofanihle land, villages, and 
entthr; sueceeiled by woody Tiiountiiins, waterfnlls, nnd 
precipices: in llie narrow pnrtii the branches unite over 
the stream, whlrh is enlivened liy nionkics, stjuifrels,' 
and variom kinds of birds; all familiar, from being 
sddoni tiioWi'd ; iiinorig the halcyon trilies, display¬ 
ing all the vivid tints of azure, green, and orange, 
common in other rountries. is a black and white king, 
fisher, with an eiegnrt toll of the same pluniiige, not 

seen at Bomhliy- , „ t 

Few* prosjjeels eicei'd that from riaragon hiu, wiicrc 
the English resident of Fort Victoria had a sraitll villa, 
in %hieh we spent a few' days: it com mauds a view of 
the river menu deritig thronghjio extenrfvo vallej, and 
forming a iiutnber nf iabiids ' clot bed with wood, and 
ahoundipg in Ullages, rattle, fisherii's, and agricnltiire: 
this licautifnl landscape is boiuide*! by verdant hdh and 
lofty iiiountaini*. It was at snnrist' I 6tv» Iwheld this 
lovely scene. I sealed inpclf under n mangt^tret' with 
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my $kct€h4)0ok, woudertDg how tmj one could remain 
in a house, where nature was bO lavish of her charmEi; 
hut short are all rtxral pleasures between the tropics. 
Situated under the icDuiciliate Infliicuce of the sun, in 
less than an hour the skv appcar^l as in i\ glow of fire. 
At that time I hail never felt the effects of what are 
nuphatitallv called the/io/-w o»/j,aQT had I experienced 
uuvthiu^ to ci|Ui:d the lieat at Uiixagon; ou the sea- 
coa-^ttheaimo^K|iherc ieiiij>LTed by its breezes; but 
their refreshing influctiee does not extend to the in^ 
tcrior districts of the Concau, or Guzerati where the 
hot-winds gene rally prevail from the middle ofMarcdi 
iiiuil the eoiiiiiicnccnit?ut of the rainy season; while 
Bouibay* from its insular fituntiorif Is liJt[ipily cschid^ 
from their dTects. These scorching blasts begin about 
teti o'clock in the morning, and coutinut till sun^set^ 
by ttonnahebtaekwood furniture becomes like heated 
inetali the water more than tepid^ and the atmosphere 
*so parching^ that few Europeans could long support it, 
if the delicious toolneas of the nights did not in a great 
degree alleviate the heat of the -flay- In the bouse at 
Dazagon, Farhenhmta thertnomelcn at su nrise, seldom 
^ceedeil ciglity degit^en; at utK>n on the same daVp it 
nflcn rose to one hundred and twelve* TIjc European 
couvulcsccTif^ sent from the liospitalB at Bonihay for 
the heubfit of the hot-wcIls^ complain much of hissitude, 
diminished appetite, iind inipuired digestion during the 
prevalence of the hot-winds ; w'^hieh Beem to countenict 
the efficacy of the waters: those symptoms in a greater or 
lessor degree, affected all our party# after leaving the 
cofist# refreshed by the salubrious breezes from the ocean* 
fily Slav at Dassagon and the hot'W'clha afforded me 
an opportimltv of seeing more o f Inti I aft fartnlng and 
agriculture# thim in t[ie coatriirted limits of Bora- 
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bay. The culti'r.ilion in the CoHfau, and adjoio- 
ing districts of the Dccrnn, is siniiiar to what is generally 
practised in the weatrm piirta of Hindostati. The soil 
varies coiuiJdmhly in tlie aiuiie tracts i in flouic placet 
tandy, others inarty, and often a rich bl^’k earth t 
sometintes manurctl with wood-ash i*s> mixed with 
boTse and eow-dung, which U plawd in sniali precis 
over the field, and afterwiirds worked in hy a liairow, 
cotihiating of only three or four tucth, like un ordinary 
rake, drtiWTi hy two oxen ; the plough, nitJier an 
awkward and timple iustniruent, composed of three or 
fonr piece* of wood, i* drawn by three or four yoke of 
oscni agreeably to the tiature of the soil. In other 
prts of tile Concan, they innnare with leaves and suudi 
branches of trees, tpread over the hmd, and htirnt to 
ashes, miitgletl, when proenrabic, with the dung of 
cattle; hut so iimch of that is made into cakes, dried, and 
used for fad hy theHinduos, esperially the Brabmms, 
that but little conies to the farnipr's share. 

The soil, gciicrallj shallow, Imdiy ploughed, and 
slightly liiirroviod, produces juarree, Imjeree, tiatchnce, 
ainl some inferior grains ; with various kiii^ of pulse, 
melons, cucumbers, gflimls, seeds for oil, and in- 
4]igeiiuiis T,-egetahle* i but I believe neither cotton nor 
whe?it grow in the southern dismets of the Conran. 

Fort Virtoriii is chidly useful to the Company ftir 
ftimisKing Bombay witli oxen; by which the uiarkrts 
ar^ •iippljcdw'ith tolenible liecf for the Jiumpan imd 
MnhiJmedan inhabitants, nml espcinllj the English 
garrison T a niiiniKr of buHalocs and honied rattle arc 

bred ill this part of India; the latier, tbongh anioll, are 
very scrviceahle in iigrieilltun-, and thoUBonds are em¬ 
ployed in the [nercantile raiavans- The abcqiof the 
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CotiL'iin, tifi in tiiflst Of tbc olbfr proviucea, are long, 
liinU, ujiaightljf fininiaJsi; instead of tUe snowy wool 
imd silk) flecec of the Englisli florks, they ttre eovi^rcd 
witU a coarse lirowu or gft'y kaifi puiiscssing very Plw 
qualities of the wool; in some they make auue- 

leens, it winter covering and btanket for the poor, from 
this hair, l>y twisting it into a thread, and weaving it 
in a sort of tooiii: hot n conaidenible manufac^re in 
the CoQcan, or more properly tlie De^an, is die 
spinning and dying eotton thread, wldch is sold to the 
{icopie of Meriteh, and wove by thein into pieers of 
cloth calleil kugni, whit h foniis the principal part of 
the Hindoo ftnoale dress. 

In most of tint towns and coiiHidcmble villages is a 
weekly market, to which the inhabitants of the ndgh- 
honrifig coniitry bring their commodities, either lor sale 
or barter: there is also a collol, or distiller, who pap a 
duty to governuietit for the privilege of distUliiig spiriLs 
from rice, jngrec, luowah, and various other urtictes: 
in the Conenu there fieems to be no prohibition to 
drinking spirits, excqit to the Brahmins; it is more 
genendly interdicted m the Deccan, and the denree 
rigidly enforced. A peculiar Specie* of the brah-tfw 
Is thinly scnttcicd on tlie Concan hills; a Cj^naotity of* 
ncrah is estraeted from it, similar to that from tltc 
coniuion palmy Til, from w-hieh tills tree mater lally 
differs: the leaves and branches hearing a nmchgreater 
TCsemldiince to the suparcc, or lictehiiut tree. 

As these hills approach the Deccan mouiuaitts, the 
sccnerv iiss um.es a aubUme aspect: the landiiCajie is 
varied by stiipcndoim heights, nairow- glens, dark 
woods, and impenetrable jungles ; the haunt of fjcasts 
of prey, monkeys, and hirtls: among the latter is the 
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jiing:lp-fowl, oT Ltiok of tfie woods, probably the domes¬ 
tic fowl in a wild stale; bemg of their sise and shiipe, 
with tile head and Mime plmuagc of the pcirtridge, 
which it also resfcrnblcs in duTonr. 

The low'cr |jart of these moimtuinH is shaded by u 
vuricty of trees, anil softened by matiy Rowcntig shrubs; 
their summits p/cseiit a curious kind of atoiieSj nhich 
are found in raneh greater abumtocc on the Dccctm 
mountains, near PfionaJi, and profusely «-ntiered in 
other parts of the country ; they are stidartiral, grow 
in in asses, and ure of a flinty nature! from the 

iipjiur and lower surface of these stones proeiHid crys¬ 
tal] iKations, which denticulate with each other in a 
very singular manner: m many, from a single base, or 
bed of pure flint, shoot fortli angpdar eherfuera of great 
lustre and lieimty •, wLile others consist of a eommoii 
sort of stone, not very hard, cncrnstei] by a sparry 
substance : from a rinse exmiiiuation, flint apijcnrs to 
he the matrix of the majority; and as the cryitaUizatioti 
advances, the Him dimiiiislies. 

Most of the Jtmgics, or wild forests of mulcrwood, 
abound with tigers, liya?nas, hogs, deer, and porcti- 
pines ; the former are as large and ferocious as in other 
LfLs of India, imd render u solitary excursion dan¬ 
gerous i they iipproaehed close to nnr Labltatioiih at 
the hot wells, and frcipicntly caused an alarm; the 
thakdied cottages were so close and uticoiHformble, 
that we gcnenJly pi need our beds under a coutiguoits 
Miango-gro^-e, un'lil one night u royal tigc|i attrmted 
|»- the smell of a goat which had hcc'n rectaitly killed 
aid hung nptm a tKc, rushed close to ray b«I, in the 
toad to his prey 5 the noiw awakened us m tmi^elo 
srcuiv a wmrat to the cottagi' before the «'mm of the 
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,noi«ter : the motra sbooc bright, * g^t'^wWch 

fonii huonag !««’?> ’ ^ing U.« coni- 

„„„ P>"”-‘o*-'i. ,i,h . «i. k of h.ri 

woo!i”ralW aWcU gio«» in lie f 

Z Ua. innenl lon^dn .he e-l. “ 

MtloK ihiT Ironk it off. » ns to bttng «»ny pan ol 
tM to form n h™l; ttitb this stenpou liny «e 

.dmirabiv acntiroosi Willing inni'e. 

■ - flvinfp ' bares ruIm1n^; autl breaking tne le^ 

of^ flce'os^'W'ee- A srt of these men killed, in this 
nnumer. three bares and setcrnl quails, m less than an 
^ Observing one of the pint) in n s^l glen by 
bitusclf, T«re iuteut npon sonic object, tee iiuagin le 
bine ; CO npproaebing the sr,' 

0 sign to eome on softly, poiopog o ^ ^ 

„.ah bnsb I bn then qoiekened In. P”'- 
Urp. Mono, nnd, «id snddrnly ‘‘"’PP.^ e" 

tridge, insuntly killed it. with no sninU degree of exol 

Bancootc n¥<!r abounds with a variety ^ 

is thi- nuisery of alligators, aad other ituiphibioiw a 

^ = on dt^ Innd.. are serpents. gonnns, eb^.^|nn, 

and the «toor, or bcerta, commonly call, i tlu 

uLJSr: n»nynf tbenl. d-unghbidenns in s npe. 

are most beaiitifully folooreth m 

and duvi-lap take ever,' mtencuing 

palest TvUow and brightest scarlrt: m other.s ila 
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tup is of tLe brightiai anure, contrasted by yellow^ 
scnrlet, ami orange, in tlitf several pints of the body. 

The greatest cirri os ity is the chaiuelion (lacerUi cha- 
luselcoiij Xin.) found in every thicket. I kept one for 
sevcnil w'ciika , of which, iw it difleri d in many rcepcets 
from those deficrihed in Arabia, and other pliu'es, I 
shall mention a few particulars. The chiiritelion of the 
Coneuii, including tlie tail, is ahoiU nine indies long { 
the iKjdy only lioif tliat length, varying in dreumfe- 
rence, as it is more or less inflated: the head, like that 
of n fish, is iiiimcivcalily fixed to the sliouldcrij; but 
every inconvenience is removed by the stmetnre of the 
ctTS : which, like spheres rolling on an invisilib axis, 
ore placed in deep cavities, projecting from the head : 
through a sniall perforation in the exterior convexity 
appears u bright pupil, surrounded by a yellow iris; 
which, by the singular forumtiou and motion of the 
cyn; enables the animal to .nee what passes before, be¬ 
hind, or on ciiliLT side; and it can give one eye all 
these motions, while the other remains jM^fectly still: 
a hard rising protetLs these delicate organs ; iinoihcr 
extends from the forehead to the nostrils: the mouth 
in large, and tarnished with tcCth ; with a tongue lialf 
the length of the body, and hollow like un elephants 
trunk, it darts fiimbly at flics and other insects, which 
it seems 10 prefer to the acritii food at one time genenilly 
flupposed to be its sustenance. The legs arc longer 
than ustnd in tiie lacertu genas; on the forefeet ate 
three toes nearest the bcfdy, and two without: the hin¬ 
der exactly the reverse ; with these dnws it clings fast 
to the branches, to which it sotnctiraca enwincs itself 
by the tail, and remains snspeiideti: thefckin h granu¬ 
lated like shogrcGn, cxeejit h range of hard! cxitcs- 
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tcncia or dcnticubtions, ou tUc rid^c of tlic batk, 

alwavs of th. «ouu colour a. th« bod), 
wberoaa a row of projections beneath 

pcrlctly white, .otwitUtnuaiuj, any metamorphn..* of 

^^Thncuerol colour of the chauielion so long in luy 

?rT^v wna then considerably inUuted, and the skm 
douded likc tortoUe-ahelU in shades of yellow, orange, 
e^ecn and Vdack- A hkek object always caused anu - 
^ '■ , traiisforuiutloii; tlic room appro- 

lilaci: tld» A' ctamdlon nllcMy avoided i 
ErAr he aerideotaUr dree.' IKW it, or «e plaeid a Idwi 
hal ill Lie mj, he was redaCed to a hideooe sMeW . 
Ld fro,a the local lively tiota beeaine “ J“‘ “ 
removing the eaiiKe, ihe eSeet aa soddenly eeaa. d . the 
LX hue va. anceeeded h, a hriUiant eolouriag, and 
,1„ t,ody.*aa iigaio lallamd 

Tlic Coucan ahoimilH w itli surijcnii., 
alrceidv described : one of the uio»t daugerous is a long 
aoXof a heairtifiil green ;lo lonir 
of a coaeh-ohip, from aheoeo it is ealled ihi. » .ip 
snakes This insidious anluial conceals Usrlfmuong 
the branches of trees, from wheupe it darts ^ 

the cattle gracing Wbw, gcuerallj- at the eye. One of 
;tn. nca/the h^welh. Hew at a hull; and wounding 
him in the eye, threw liim into a violent ag^y ; he 
tore up the gLnd in a furious manner, and foummg 
at the niouili, died in nliout half .an hour. 


M.vHRAtTA GOVERNMENT. 


113 


Marfe wiis the iiparest Mahmtta tovo of conae- 
qurncc to tilt! hot-wdls; by rrossting the rivvr, it vtm 
v'ithin a pl^aswnt walk, and wc rnitdc freriuint exnir* 
iiioiis to ati excavated mountain ui its viclntty. Mane 
is fortiiiefl,large,nnd populous? tbegovenjDrrL-sidniat 
Poonah, inattentive to the mUeiy of the people, whom 
his tlunn, or dvputv, oppressed.in a cruel luaniicr; in¬ 
deed. the svsieDi of tbeMahratta government is so unt- 
foniilv oppressive, that ituppenrs cxiraorflinary to hear 
of a mild or efjoitiible administration ; vctiahty and 
eorriiptiaii guide the lielnt of state, and pervade the 
departmenia ; if the sovereign requires money, tne 
men in office, mid governors of provinces, must supply 
it: the arbitrarv luonarch seldom imiuircs by w la 
menhs it is procured : this aflbrds them an opport^ity 
of exnctiug u larger smii ffO'Ui their duans , w o eete 
the tnonuf^cturer. and farmer, to a .till greater niorm 

Ua„ ,1.0, I,ad fum»h«l, .ho. .hr coaahT 
„ a g. Jn.1 By..r... .f >y™u*,. F«m .hr pa. rhu-^- 
»ad nohlra of .hr .cahn, .0 .hr burAlrra p.a.a.d 
in a aillagr, nelthrr .Ur property nor .ha lit “ _ _ 

iect can be called his own ; all bow to the iron soeptr a 
having no law to protect them from 
rleiuiSt sovereign to redrets tlietr grievaneea. W bci 
Proiddenct' bas^blcsscd the land with the former and 
the huter min, and the seed sown produces an hutldr.'d 

fold! the Indi- .S 

Tie reaped by other ^hauds, I' 

farmed behold his ripening crop, with jo^ ^ 

emde arc in the samcpn'dicameiit; habfc to U ^ 
^Uhout a conipcn.utmn, for w^ike ^ 

other despotic nianikte: uioiicy be miis ■ 

to possJ; if, by snpcriur talent, or pmevrnng 

voi.. T. * 
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dustrv, lie ilioiiW aciumulatcd a little more tlmn 
his iicicliboursi be makes do_ improvt-ments, Itrrs po 
better than before, .jmd through fear anlrfUstnist bunct 
it in the eartlu without iufopmiiig bis* cIjiidreQ m the 
concealnient; this oiTuaions the frctjnetit tUflfoveries o 
hidden tremure in Ilindostun- 

Tlie excavated niountiiin is about a imle from tlie 
town of Marre, of great height, and ditHcult ascem; 
like the excavation a at Salsette and tlie Elephanta, 
there arc temples and habitations hewn out of the solid 
rock, whose origin is lost in faBle, and the purposes of 
such laborious and expensive works are. left to vague 
conjmnre. The principal temple is sixty feet long, 
thirty broad, and ten in height: the root and sides two 
not omanientcd, hut at the termination is n large 
image, setUedon a throtte, with a snuiUer figure on each 
Bide, and two luutilated animals under his feet; the 
light is admitted through a nmge of pillars, forming * 
grund entrance. 

In one of these caverns, I met with an aged Seuasice, 
under very strict vows of abstinence and aosterit}, 
which he Jiad observed for many years among those 
Buhierrincous regions; with no other companion thiut 
a kirk and a parroquet: fruit and Water were, 1 belicvp, 
the only aliment of the family ; nor was thejieadof it 
inenmbured with furniture, apparel, or any of what are 
UiiUiilly' deemed the comforts of life J tlie people of 
Matre revered him for his aatictity, and religions lliij- 
doos resorted to his cave from a great disttmeei his 
most constant visitors were the monkeys, who seemed 
in poascMion uf &1I the siuiroumlLni^ territory. 

Not far froin these sacred 4i let 

apart for swingers, a set of very extraordinary Hindoo 
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fiiiiatira, to be itiflt witli iti difTerciit pitrtjH oT the cotm- 
try : partieuliir villages are appropriated for this cure- 
motiT, where % gwing^era assemble at statecl scaaoTia. 
In the centre of an a^E.Hl, isutTou.ti<ietl hy nurricroiia sjiec- 
tatora, U ejected a Trani iwciity to tjiirty feel m 
height, on wliieh jdaced a long lioriYantai beam, 
with a ropc! run over a pulley at the exlrrmity: to this 
rope flier fix an iron hook, whicli being drawn throngh 
the integntnentg of the devoted swinger, he is »us* 
pended aloft Jii the air, amid«^ the aechunations of the 
muhitnde: the longer lie is capable of this painfnl ex¬ 
ertion, ainl tlte mote violently he swings luinf^elf rnutnl, 
the greater the merit: from ilie flesh giving way, the 
]ierfDrmer sametimes falla from hm towxring height, 
and breaks a limb | if he ceenpe thit iiteident, From the 
usual temperant'c of the Hindoos tho wound soon 
heals ; tliis penanre generally volnntanv in perform- 
of a rehgious vow^; or inflicted for the expiaHon 
of sins committed, either liy hiinHclf, or sonn^ of his 
famUj- 

fti these excursions I saw a variety of tumbler* and 
vHUltcrs of a different description; being m genend 
young Hindoo w'omen, cdueaicil for the purpose, who 
tntvid in cofijpanic# thronghout Hindostiui, and perfom* 
xurprising feat* of agility on the tighr rGpe; fiim 
tliemselvea rouftd witli a girdle of drawn on 

the top of a tall upright ham boo, and exhibit many 
otlier spectttcIeA f whik the elders of fjotli sexes who 
aecornpany theni, fill up the intirrlivde* liy sleight of 
hand, uncojnmonly dexterons and enterrainirtg. Some¬ 
time* a set of people, more re^icmbling the eonibatanfs 
ID an ancient gyumasmm^ exhibit arbfctic exercises to 
the asfc^mbled crowds : they generally perform rn the 
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Inrfie court of a diirliEir, or some open place selected 
for the piiq>oye* 

At one of these e^liiljitioEs ill ihe GoDcimi where a 
prodigious number of spectator yurronndetl the sfjoarej, 
four pp/«ww^Vj or coiuhafaot^, suddenly eutrred from 
the left s*ide, with a hrisk hounding step, jitid u shrill 
yelij or shriek;, peculiar to thcrusrlccs f sowieihing Like 
that uttered hy the Bheds Jiml vvjid ruouiiUiiiecrs, 
when they make their sudduu attneks: they werp 
dressed alike iu white turbEtns mid short drnwersj with 
a strong cotton sash, bound tight severdl-tiaitg round 
the loiris^ and passing betw^Jl the thighs: their tilr-^ 
bam were Dmaujcntcd with chaplets of mogrees aridVv^ 
chainpahs^ and thei^w^rists wdtli hmafkls of other 
grant flowers: they "Were all large fi.ilUfaodiGinien, not 
remoikalily tall ; after a few manojuvrea they made a 
respectful sulum to the comp^my, and retired. Pt'c- 
sently after four other men, who, we were inforntedliv 
were tohe their antiigonists, eumc in froin the cippoait^*" 
side of the area : these were tall, kuk^ and hoiijj with 
much darker complexions, and a gnurer deportusont 
than the former- One of each set appetired lo he ii 
youth of fiJnetiTU, the three others from thirty to forty 
vears of age* These also huving made theifejaibfUiiiiiice, 
withdrew;* and were succeeded by ^tti old nrah, who it 
seems was a celebrated teacher of the gyuiuastic art^ 
and rcccired a pension from the Mahrattu government 
for that purpose : he was received wUh great respect 
by the populace, and lyy a profound revere-Ucefrom the 
eiglit eombatiints on reentering the area from their 
respective purtsils. The contest, which histcil a long 
time, consisted of wTCStling, boxing, and simihir/eaU; 
in IjKkxIng, one hand wtia guarded by a case of horn or 


JUL'RSEV Tf» 


H7 

vood, with R c?onve* protubmnct: over t^'cry knueklc: 
thev ctniiiTu:iiced the atHtek hy raising the hand un- 
anncd in-the attitude of btTkoning s with the other 
they strike desperate blows, partictdarly at the fingua 
of their aotagonists, when attcniiitiDg to catch hold of 
theuj. 

After n few ivecks’ residence nt Fort Victoria and the 
hot‘Wells, I joined two other gentlctiien on a journey 
from thence to Boinhny; I rode on horaclMick i being 
invalids, they iraveiled in palankeens : our retinue coo- 
sistwl of mflre than fourscore pemonfij besides horses 
and pack-bullocks. This nimtber of attendants for 
'only three Europeana, may appear extraordinary to 
^those who have never been in Inflia; bm they were all 
indispensably necessary in a country where no I'amvnn- 
sarv, or house of refreshtnent, ii to he met with i a 
^UTiveilcr mUBt therefore carry every ihing with him, 
Wen a l>ed and kitchen nttmsils, which reodurs on 
Indian joumey ttoiihlcfiome and ^jxpensivc. 

The distance front the hot-wells to Mimda™, where 
we eniharked for Bombay, w'hs one hundred anil thirty 
rnites t yet from necessity it could not be aivtnitpUshed 
in less tlian four days. We commented our Journey 
at mm-i^,the latter end of May, and after three hours 
halted rit- ti Mahtmta village; unable to proetirc a 
liotise for onr aecommodation, or to find one shady 
tree, W'c sheltered ourselves under a corn rick, which, 
until the hot-winds blew, was more eligible than a low- 
cottage ; as the Stacks of com in the Concan are 
geoemlly fived upon a platform of Iwunbotsi, rapportcd 
by strong poles, seven or eight feet from the groum}; 
thiH ^n ing open on ull bides uudcrncath, sheltered us 
from the st'orching rays of the sun, and a/forded a frw 
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circiiliition of itif; wlikb ettjoyod uiiiU noon, wtion 
the liot'WtiuU jjft in, and blnv violently for many 
Lourft ; dottiis of dust, httming like (lie allies of a fur¬ 
nace, cDutiniiulIy ovcf-wbelmed iia ; and we were often 
fiurrouiided by tlie little whirlnritida culled bugulas, or 
devils; a uauie not ill applied to their peeultur diamc- 
tcriatir^ of beat, activity, und mischief. 

Wc left that uDcotnfortable sitntitioti early in the 
afternoon, and travelling; through a parched country, 
reached tlic village of Candhar, soon after sim-act: 
here 0 friendly bauiait-tree utrorded us all ample 
accomniodation ; W'u upped und slept under its verdant 
canopy, xt'ith more comfort tlian in the liest lionse in ‘ 
the village. Near Candhar the country ivas well calu>' - 
vated, and watered by a fterpcntine river ; the stream 
90 late in the 9eaapn, was narrow and freijpciilly 
fordable: during the luiny mauttis it blis an ample 
hetl, which was nOM' adorned with a p ly ir catidd . 
jeu-ajijseef from whiclj they make the taltus, or sar^’en^-^ 
fixE^d in bamboo frames, and placed round the verandoa 
and apaitnicnte exposed to the sun : dicse screens con- 
stantly atipjdicd with water trickling in small sticanu, 
admit a cool refreshing air, when the exterior alino«- 
phere is in a glow of Iicnt. Tlie beds of many Indian 
riven ahoujid with thejcwiissee, as also w'itli n beautifal 
shrub named kuscemee, very much .resembling u i^ p igll 
cypress tree, 

Candhar, eighteen miles from the wells, is pleasantly 
siinau'd on the bonks of the river; and a pWc of 
conbidemhle trade ; heing a great thoronglifi^ from 
the sea coast to the Gaut mountains. We jnet there 

a muiiber of vBiijarratis, or merchants, with tatge ilroyea 
of pxen, laden witji valuable articles from the interior 
V 
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country to coiiittmto for Btilt oti tin? sca'^wist i if0tiip[i§c 
catavanD of oxen ore cmpfOypd in tlie stilt triitlt*, in thi* 
part of Indin; where there arc no roads for wheel 
carriogesj and all merchandize iti transported hy these 
lUirAil unitiitds: especially np the steep ascents and 
dillieiih ptiases of the Guut mountains, which Iwond 
the ConcJinto the eastward ; Ironi whence comioences 
the Deccani an extent of fertile plains on their anmniit, 
contilining popular cities, totraa, and villafp^s, Bitiwiod 
in n fine climate, siirtoundcd hy nature’s choicest 
hounttes, la some putts this tract is called the Balla- 
Gmit, orUi^h moudtuiasi to distinguish them ftooi 
tile lower Gant nearer the sea, and connecting with 

the CoQGun. • 

T^esc Gants, or Appenines of the East, extend 
'from JL'itpe Comorin to Surat, ihioogh thirteen degi^'cs 
of latitude; in some parts only forty or fifty mile* 
. the ica, in others seventy: their rise is fm^nrntly 
''irulunl, hut idl their summits are lofty, and generally 
vi>*<ible tiianylcapiics at sca» This stupendous hiirrier 
oc-eastons the Ijihetiomcnon of summer and winter, or 
the wet iiml dry seasons, to lie directly opposite in 
places exai-lly in the tmnic latitude, separated only by 
the^ iuountaIn5,sOincttnn’s within a few miles oi each 
other. Tlie diversity of sesisons b causeil hf the 
monsoons whUh blow iJte%atcty .on the coa^t of 
Miikbar and Coroniimdel, rollectmg the cloud*, and 
carrying them towards these alpine regions j where 
being arresteii in their progress, they become con- 
dcnslti, itnd refresh the plain* with aliuDfloiit 
to forwit|tl culmatioti, and insure a hiinc-st. Ott lilt 
wf^teri-Sfe of the ptoinsuln, the south-west monsoon 
tills bleiwing, in a greater oe Ic** degree 
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Irom June to Octoht'r; thi* north-east moonsoon then 
commenees on the coust of Coromanrlrf^ and produces 
those fructifying ruins dver the whole couuiry to the 
€ 7 iat of the (^ints. In Bcngnl and the nortliern prof 
vinct's of HindotjEJiJi, where ttie mountniimus regions 
no longer exist, the south-west ttioiiHOoD extends its 
iuHnence, and wafts heulth anil plenty to the " paiudlse 
of nations," 

Curly the next iiinmrng we proceeded on our 
journey hj torcb-iighf, and travelled for some hours, 
through ji barren rocky coimtry j after sun-rise we 
entered a cultivated plain, encircled hy verdant liills, 
fomiing a pUHtond landscape j enlivened by liilagea, 
and II busy peasantry. Before ten oVloefc the intense 
heat coropcilcd its to halt at Cotar, a village on the 
banks of Choule river; where we found a nnnthcr of 
travcllerfl, and dro^-ea of oxen; refresliing tlirruselves 
under a mango grove; we joiuwl their partj\ and after 
a slight repast enjoyed a comfortable repose, until lljfe 
declining sun permitted ua to continue onrroute along 
the delightful banks of Choule river, winding through 
a populous and cultivated country, protected by two 
Mahratta fortressca on the hills, 

fecveral of these stiiali towns and villages tferu 
adorned with Mahonicdan (otuhs and niosrjues, in a 
goofi style of arciiltertuft; hke the Iliniloo templea, 
they were covered with a coat of fine diiinam, in 
whiteness and brilliancy ecfualling the purest marble, 
or porcelainc, which it most resembles; these polislied 
dpioes form a striking contrast to the mango and 
hnnian-trees, hy which they arc sourrounded. 

The Mahoniedan mausoleums gencniUy stand in a 
gacdcij of pamegranates tmd costard lyiple-trvcs, which 


TEJrtPLES ASD GAADENS. 


121 


take off frotu ilie gloom of n tcmetcry: the Hindoo 
t^inpUa in tbe Conttui are iiJso freipicntly suTromidrd 
bv a garden, sonictiiueB of singular beauty, Tno 
hnihadna evinee eu umc:h taste and judgment in the 
situation oftlioir seniimuics and templiis, as the mouka 
iu the disposition of abbeys and priories in EugLmd ; 
where aoinc of the most lovely .npots arc still graced by 
their ruins. In this respect the monkish and hralirni- 
uical taste exactly corresponds : to the buter, shade and 
water are imlispensubly necessary ; although, coutrory 
to the genera] restrictions of the monastic life, the 
Couenn sliadre arc cnUvcimd by the songs and daiicea 
of the female choristers appropriated to the temples, 
die number of Brahmins engaged in thdr reUgions 
rites, and the ooucowtse of people assembled to morn¬ 
ing vorship. Nor are these gardens deficient in 
flowers, fruit, and vegetables ; the latter indeed com¬ 
pose the principal part of the brahiiiin s food : their 
%e5t orchards coulnitt guavas, plantains, jamboa, and 
every variety of Indian fruit i with grapes, figs, and 
fiiulberrics 1 suparior grapes, oranges, peadica, and 
apples, are supplied from Poonah aud Aurimgahad, in 
the Deccan. The whole country produces mangos 
and tmnarimU: the mango season in the Concati com¬ 
mences in April, and ends soon after the heavy rains 
fall in June t the best grape season in the Deccan is 
from Mareh till June. 

The most prodnitivE gardens in the Concan arc on 
the banks of rivers, and in the beds of nullahs, or rivu* 
lets, which run from ihc mountains. In tlic^i- situa¬ 
tions. at the bcgiimiiig of February, they sow the 
seeds uf musk and water-melons, cucumbers, gourds, 
and pumpkins in great variciy : these coutinuc to aup- 
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ply thiiir tablei until the flumes^ whitrfa generally pre* 
cede the riiiuy seaaou; then, on tho first iwdliug of 
the nVeWj the vilLigen^ tjikc r Iseenre to roh Biid plua* 
der the to the great demment of the 

owuer^ Th^y hiive two excellent aortn of pitinpkIOf the 
red and white i and ii [irofusiou of henna and vegeta- 
hlp^, iiidigt'Uou& to this part of Iiidin. 

t^fany of the rivern in the rainy i^ea^oo abound with 
gootl fiab; the bheiOdlah, in gctieral appeararu^e iiud 
flavour^ rcftcmhies the carp, Eiav^ing a large niouthi 
w till out teeth, and strong scales ; they weigh tVoiu iTReen 
to twenty poQDih ; the poailah w of a ^limilar kind, hut 
ftmaller» Tlie scwnili ia an excellent fish,^ without 
Bcale^; it hm a targe mouth, Beycrat rowa of teeth, 
and w^eigltH ten or twelve pounrla. There are fire or 
lix ottier aorta of fish in tlioae watera, tvhoae Hindoo 
nauies Jire of no ronscquertccj anti I am not icthyologiat 
snfficicai to know where to ciass them: they also 
abound with cat-fiah,^ and vei^ good cela» 

I did not observe any wheat or cotton fields in the 
Coifcan I in the upper cotititry both are enttivated i 
our journey w as not indeed in the scaaon to see many 
arops on the ground t m the rice, jiiarree, and most 
other grains, nre sown nt the Ijcgintiing of the rainy 
scason,^ in ground nlrettcly prepared for the? pniqjioge: 
and during the flair intcnals of ihe WTt months they 
plow for wh(^t, gram, pease, and oilier articles, which 
arc sown in Octolier anf! rrapctl in Febmiiry: the 
wheat thrives la*^st fn ground wherein nothing Iiil-i been 
prpthieed the pr^^n-edEng yeiir! for grant and pease, 
which are lowti brond cast, low rice-groniids, and of her 
wet pkees are prefcred: for all test the drill is 
used. The juarree generally springs out of the earth 
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on ilic fifUi or sixth duy ; ahont ii fortniglit uFfcrwardB 
it is wvtrdtil by a macliiiic callid coaliJah, and the 
oueratiun rt-jn'iiled in ton or liftL-on diiys. 

At the earliost dawn of morniiig in all the liuidoo 
to*Tis and villages, the hiind-mills are at work; wbeii 
the menials and widows grind meal suffieienl for tli^ 
daily consumption of the family. Tlmre U a wmdmill 
at Bomhav for griodiug corn, hut I do not recol ect 

seeing anolhtr io India; where the usmil method ot 
griudiut; is with milkatonca, and always performed by 
women', who resume their task every in liming: espe¬ 
cially the forlorn Hindoo widows, divested of every or- 
nummt, and with their heads shaved, degraded to almost 
a stale of servitude. Very slytlkr inusl have Iteen the 
custom ill Judea, from the pathetical larnematioii of 
the prophet, alladiijg to this very eircumstuntc: 
“ Cm Lie down, and sit hi the dust, O virgin daughter 
of Babylon ; sit on the, ground, O daughter of the 
Chaldcaiis, for tbou sliaTt no more be called thndcr 
mid delicate; take the millstones and grind meal; sit 
tboii silent, and get thee into darkness, O daughter of 
the Chaldeans, for iliou sliidt no more be called dm 
huiy of kingdoms."—Isaiah slvii^ v. !, 2 , 5 . 'riiiis 
when the Hindoo female, wbo bad pcrlmt« been the 
pride and ornauumt of tlie fnmily, « bmnblcd on the 
death of her Imshaud, it is not surprising to see her 
prefer Ida fimeral pde to such a state of'ik-gntflation; 
and w-c most cast the mantle of charity dver the young 
virgin-widow, who infringes the ceUbtmy imposed cm 
her by such cruel and inijuditic laws. ^ , 

Soon after the day closed, we forded tlie Cbunle 
river, and arrlveil at Cstom, a cansidetalJc village ai 
some dlstonEt! front its banks t whieb wc found » great 
inconvenience; all the wells and tanka being ea- 
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except one belonging to h idoaqiie still fiir- 
tbcr: thitber wo repnirod to piias tbc night, and the 
fukeer who had the tnirf: of it, iillotted odd of the 
largest tombs for our aroorrruiodRtion. These are 
often deguilt structures of marble^ or polished ehu- 
nain ; eotiststing either of n dome supported bj co¬ 
in runs ^ or a sepnJrhral cbiimber with tmlv one eutrance 
la the lomij, gencrallT placed in the centre under die 
dome: it was one of the latter to which we were enn- 
ducted; but the stagnated air, and di>atgree£ih]e sineU 
of the hats^jiDOD compdled us to rettmt to H dump of 
custard-apple trees, w'here wc lighted fires, dressed a 
curry, and enjoyed a sonud repose amid the graves of 
di-parted Musiulmaus. 

We at hreak of day eorttinued ourjonmey throogh a 
pleasant cultivated port of the Coucan^agreat thorough¬ 
fare from the low conn try to Poooah, which was the 
residence of the UmhiniD peshw^a, and the re^rt of all 
castes of Brahmins; especially the Gurus, u very iielect 
body of priests, of the highest dignity and antl^orlty in 
the hnihniinical hierarchy; hi some respects similar to 
the bishops and archbishops in the Christian church; 
as they travel through tlidr respective dioceses, at 
stuted seasonfl^ to visit tJie mferior priests, and nilmi^ 
nistcT pirticidar riteik lU (lie Hiudoo temples^ Tliose 
of the greatsanctity make moiv! Extensive pilgrim^ 
ages, to pcrfonij! the uimseyda^ and oUier yolEuaii cere* 
monies in tbiSr seminariefi and sacred grovcH, The 
Gum is reputed lu being of so holy a nature, that he li 
not only venerated, but worshippeil when he appears 
in pnbhc: on some occasions their splendid pre^s- 
aiOEw unite the itHitgtiiji of OFieuud grandeur, with the 
fascmatlng eliartns of rbe Hindiro ridiigiorit lieoriug si 
great resemblance to the former magnificence of th 
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sovereiifa pontiff on the irrenl fcativaU of the diiirch 
of Roiii«. Tlit’ac sacn'fi shTiiiea nfr freqnrnny visitt a 
hv female seiiassMS, IjraLiuaeliam-cs, and other devo- 
ti'es, vLo have entered into religions vows, and are 
Liddr reapectLd: many of these devo.it us 

also ofthe Gorus and eiinlled BruLminB, are snppo^jHl 

to liHve arrivctl at such perfeclion and piint>-, as to bn 
nctiiaUy .*in mramation of the deity, and conseijm ntly 

much sanctity Is annexed to the Gurtts, that »U 
of inferior caste to the Brahmins are expected to retire 
Croin the road vhen he passes by in Pf’"'P" 
tliiit the air may retain its purit j, uiipa^ ut ly p e 
breath. We met one of these Brahinio* of oonsc* 
qu«n«, nod .tat,«cr .ilBbt I* " T* 

if - "-V j"4- 

„l Sigh-somding pnu«, J»fnWd 1 » h.D. by Ue 
cbopda!i™db«rad.= far, hbo o.b« p»l ^ 

bnd Jira« prceiiRor., and B niimbBr of ploi»<" 

Au- rOBd, nnd « his pntl» i' 1*1 

otatnnbB, and CUing op tba mT.n« and 'jj: 

in bia mat.. AH BBatam poUnWa. t!^ 

* *. - Art thmv evtT tratlfl without tul^lr 

disitiactioriH, now uo tUay ^ trindao naitth 

will, &,T..!-an.i« i" I*'’' P"**'™” , TnS. 

in -bicb, BBonnung.« 
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me langimge on the approach of the Prince of 
Peace, when “ every valley was to he exalted, an*! every 
mottotain and kill l>e made low, to make straiglit iu ihc 
deiien a high wav for the Loh n T'—Isaiah, eh. sL v. 3 , 4. 

Tilt're are immy cdclmiffil teiiiplea in the Ct>tic3n!^ 
bnt still Tiicsre ahore the Gnnt^, where Jn some ilie 
revenoes ajicl eslahllijbinent of the pri 1 * 5 1hood lire enor^ 
moH5 : one temple in the Decciin formerly maintBintNl 
forty thoujiand ofiicintinjj Bi-KihmSn.^; who with the 
duDtin^-l^irlfi dedicated to the ileitti^j uml the other 
expensive ceremqtiies of the Hindoo religion^ iimai 
Lave constioied an imnionse income. Tii^ Hindoo 
deities hit; litcmlly innunrnTuhle: in n note to Dr. 
TennantV vakinble piiljlication, tliey ure siiid to be 
thirty cTore; which, in ronnd ntimberBj exci'cds ihn e 
himdrod millions: the Brahnims mstnict the other 
cHstes to worship them, althongh they therHselvvs do 
not beliiwe in poljtlieisni, and only wonship the Sa- 
preme Being, as the great niysterioos Om ; and the 
cteating, prcscTTing,^ and destroying attribiitesj in 
Dnihmsit Vishnoo, tind Seeva* Allowing the Brah- 
minsj and a coTTiptitntive few of the higher orders, to 
be cblightened by a purer system of religioTi, the lower 
tlasE^e^ of society are epndemntzd to n state of igitO ' 
ranee in religion, art, and science. 

The Giirm have great power: bni the ordinary 
Brahmins hnvc laUen care to reserve a sufficient por^ 
tion for ihetose!\T‘J, sanctinried an'd enforced by the 
code of AFenh^ At Poonah, the ^cctilHr Brahmins 
occupy an the imporlani slat ions; espeemtty the 
Jaerativc office cilled Jcinnn Boppiit; a sort of ceh- 
®or, Vfbune proyjnee it is to collect finest which under 
the authonty of the minister, be imposes arhitrarily 
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on demtioas from brahjiiiiiical purity; drinking, di>* 
mcstic iind fiinirlr r|unm’l 3 amongst tl;n liigli und rich 
classes of socictr: tliij* h*? manages with the grcutcift 
extortion and iajusjict*, Tliis olHwr is trwjnently 
stijoinon[‘d at t)jc pleasure of the Jiiinister, and lined; 
w'liirh has event mdly the irfl'ect of multiplying bis 
abuses, hr way of repanitioii for ih« mnlci he Im* been 
oldigiid to bimr; these are again eonnived at by Ins 
superiors, that he tnay enrich himaclf siifticietitly to 
miswcr the call of the tuinisicr, os occasion t«ay ro^ 
quire. 

As the hot,winds commenced their fnry, reiiched 
the yillagc’of Choiitta; u spot endeared to travellers 
by It spreading banian-tree^ and a well of exeellent 
water; no less attractive in India, llian the Maison- 
rouge at Frankfort, or the vineyards of hlontc 
Finscouc, to the Europeim tourist, Itiinutng strisuns 
had hitherto refreshed us when we happily stopped on 
their hanks; but a good well had not yet fallen to 
our lot: on the contrary, at Ustam, and most other 
villages, the water was so muddy as to In: scarcely 
drillW>le: and even this unpleasant beverage was so 
scanty, Uiat we often saw the women wait several, 
houri 111 a small hole in the earth, to ctillrtt sulBcient 
to fill a jar; It is only in the inontlis of April and 
May, just before the first fall of min, th#t tliia scantty 
pre^tils; during that sultry season, of most brooks 
ami rivt-is it may he said, " dumb are their fountaitts, 
and their channels iln " 

The commendation of an ancient patriarch who dug 
a well, |Jiufrt not Iw thought too triviiJ aeircumstano- 
for the tacrwl records : he could not hnvo tiestowrd ■ 
greater charity in a parched imd thirsty soil t the fre* 
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qneni alluBtona to Jhnng streams, flowing rivers, ver- 
diint hanks, and sliady fmintniris, wore doUghtAtl to 
the natives of Pulretinc; noprospert more enchantinj;, 
no promise more alluring, than to “feed in^n green 
pasture, and rcpose beside the still waters:’ I^alnt 
xxiii. 2 . A good wril and nmliragcons banijm-tree, are 
the most desirable ohjeela tp'a tmveliler in Hindostati; 
sincf, on accoont of the peculiarities of caste, and the 
variety of retigioua professioirs, altliongh an Eiitoiwan 
carry his own provisions, very few of the natives 
will* allow him to enter their hcrase to cat them. 
Tliis indeed is not to he expected among* soprrshtmm 
people; who, like the Pharisees of old, make elean the 
ontside of the enp and the platter, wliiTc they negl^ 
the weightier matters of the law j who regard, with 
scmpnlons esartness, Oating or drinking with an infe¬ 
rior caste, thtf ^rformiincE of stated ahliilions, and ho- 
dilv porifications ; when, if by any aceident, a Hindoo 
tastes food forlddilen to his caste, ot touches what is 
deemed impure, he is subjected to the scverist petiatice, 
or perhaps degraded from his rank in soriety: w'hile 
the same mini may he guilty of falsehood, pegury, and 
the most immoral actions, with impunity. 

Having frfrcshecl our bearers and cattle, wc pursued 
onr journey across an arid pi ton towards the Jjower 
Gants; a dbain of mountains sepuialtng the broad 
vallry throngh which we were tnrvellmg, from the 
Conenl) plains reaching to the sea, Tliis part of India 
daring the rainy months, i» doubtless a perfect garden; 
- hut nt the end of the dry season its general aspect is 
veK different: althongh in mentioning a pwckfd eonn 
try ^ ham*n plains in Hindustan, I hy no means liken 
them fu the burning deserts of Persia and Arabia, 
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Tlie p'neral aspect of Hindost^in, eschilling llic 
Riiiulv pliiiDs on the (jordern of Casheiniri', mid the de- 
conn tty near the Tndii.^^ prrsHttta s scene of lofty 
liioijDtams ivnd woody hills, skirting a rlmti))iftign, ir¬ 
rigated by rivers, or artilicial streams, which viHih the 
tanks and wells^ were the noblest works qf former 
princes t the Emperor Firose, in tins foiirtpcnth cen- 
turv, made a canal of a hundred miles in lejigtli; and 
elit channels from tbeJutnna and other rivers, to supply 
distant towns wdth water, and rUcllitute the inland com- 
incrcG of his dominions. 

With great dilBculty and fatigne we abcended the 
Lower Gmiu ; only culled so in comparison with the 
stupendous barrier of the Deccan, on the eastern side 
of the Concan plains: oor guides mistook the proper 
route, and bewildered us in a wild and ativage scene; 
no sooner bad wc attained the summit of what wc ima¬ 
gined the highest niountain, Uian one still Jiigiier 
reared its inujcstlc bead, and thus continued in long 
succession; fortumitek, during the extreme heat of 
noon, the woods and rocks afforded a friendly shade. 
We :it length accomplished the arduous task, and liailcd 
the western sea with delight. Dt^s ten ding hy a n arrow 
|iass. We entered the low’cr part of the Ooncan, through 
rotdu, woods, and glens ; tlie haunts of tigers, hyenas, 
and serpents. 

On entering Roin-Hajnh, the first town in tlie low 
country, we were wcli^mcd by a venerable Mahomedun, 
who, like Abraham, was sitting at his gate to rtceivi* 
strangers : his snowy beard reached to his girdle; bis 
connlenouce inspired reverence and love ; an nrhanity 
and courtesy marked a distingiiishi^ fharacter ; atid 
his whole hcliavlour evinced a superior knowledge of 
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tlic world. He t'oniliictca us to the portico of his 
house, where wf sew him surrounded l>y nmuy hraacljcs 
of his children and grandthiUlrvn, dwclliug under ihe 
H&juc roof; the females did not appear; hut, in nil re¬ 
spects, as far tie oriental manners anil religious tenets 
permitted, he entcrtaimal tta with the greatest lios- 
pitalityv and cshibiied a striking picture of the pa¬ 
triarchal age, c dined iu a garden rcfrcslietl by 
fountains, surrounded until flowers, nud shaded by 
carlngc trees ; whose purple blossoms, in rich festoons, 
diffused a sweet perfume: die fruit affords a delicate 
lamp oil. The eassia-fistula, a tree of nearly ctjual 
beauty, abounds in ibift country ; cKclnsive of the mc- 
dielntil valno of the fruit, the hlossoiiis arc fragrant 
and clustering; it is esteemed among the sacred 
trees of the Hindoos, who erect altars, and offer 
flowery sacrifices under its shade to Mariaialee and the 
sylvan deities. 

* Our Tcnerahle friend at Uam Rajah was one of the 
most i-cspoctahle MalioiocdaQS I ever knew ^ altliougli 
greatly advimetii in age, he rctiuned all hts faculties, 
and had not lost the ehccifitlness of youth. As lon¬ 
gevity among the Indians Is nut common, neither is 
it, perhaps, very desirable; whun declining years 
render the superior classes of Asiatic incaphle of cn- 
jovlng the aiuhitioua, avaricious, and sensual pleasures, 
which in their estinmiion comprise the sum mu in ba- 
fium of life, with ttiiiida untiuiglit by learning and cat- 
peri cnee, unstored by science and literature, and un- 
checri'd hy a warm and licnci'Dlent religion, they have 
no relish for those calm delights whicit soften the 
declining path of the pious Christian, and gild the 
mys of his setting sun; the ChrUtiau possessing a 
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tjiinr] ;it pe'fire With OoJ^ tho world, mill liinoiielf; rn- 
Circled hj n loving nnd beloved offspring, to ^^rock 
the cradle of declining 

The Mnltomcilatis, in power, ore gciicrully huoleniiit 
ftiid cruel! bigoted to tlie ihniBui of their own ayatctii, 
they tn-iil all other ndigloTis with u uort of cou- 
temptnoua abhorrence, and we may safety pronunnee 
them cold and lincbaritable id their religiotw opinions: 
the Hindoo charaeter,llioiigli very different, is in many 
essential points cstreinely defective, and leads by deep* 
rooted prejudice and barbarous custom, to the cotn* 
ntissioti of crimes, svhieh ought not to Iw sanctioned by 
any moral or religions code. Unlike our patriurehiil 
friend at Ram Rajfih, or the venerable Christian, how 
often is the aged Hindoo i>arent deetned an cneuuihraiicc 
and iinnecessary ejqtcnsc by his family; and 
H living victim, devoted to die, on the margin of the 
Giinires, or some holy stream ; there his own elnldrcn 
fill iiis mouth and nostrils with mud; and thus cut¬ 
ting off every prospect of recovery, they leave the 
author of their being to be carried away by the si ream, 
as food for alligators mid vultures. Altbougd, sanc¬ 
tioned by the Drub mi ns, and ]K?rhaps aometimes vo- 
luntarv on the pirt of the aged victim, no religion 
should tolerate such a sarrifice: that it is not always 
volunturv, we have many undcniulite proofs : but the ra¬ 
tal conscfjuenCG of not submitting to this eitlraordinary 

viattcura, or of eluding its eftm by returning to Ms 
family, incase of a res cite or recovery, is so provided for 
bv thc Drohmiuical laws, that death is far more dfsirn- 
bic than the coutinnnnce of life ou such terms: many 
instances might be produced to confirm this assertion. 

Captain Williiimson remarks, that “ when a person 
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has been token to the siJeof the Gsinges, or other sub. 
Ktituted water, imtier the suppoaition tlisit be is dyingj 
ht* IS, in the eye of the Hituloo low, (lend ; his property 
]usscs to his heir, or oecortling to his }jef|QCbt} iitul 
in the event of recovery, the poor fellow hecouies «n 
outcast: nut u soul, not even Lis own eliililren, will 
cut with him, or alford him the least accotfunDilation i 
if hy chance they come in conflict, ablution must in¬ 
stantly follow*. The wTcU-hcd survivor from that time 
is holden in ubhofn'ucc, and lias no other resort, but 
to assoeiute bimaelf in a village inbiihitcd solely by 
persons under similar circumstuncps, ^rhcrc ure but 
few Riicli reccptiieles; the largest, and most con¬ 
spicuous, is on the bunks of the Mulbih, which psisses 
near Sooksooguli, about forty loilea north of Cakutta,'’ 
Cruel indeed un* ilieac mandatrs of rgnoraticc and 
snperstitioR ! and yet, so cootrudiilory and nuac- 
countubk is human nature, even in men of the very 
same uution and caste, that, notwithstanding this 
tresiiiiieut of their aged and infirm parents by the 
natives of Bengal, 1 can with pleasure and with trntli 
retard, that the generality of Indians, of w'batovpr re¬ 
ligious profeasion, w-hetluT Hindoos, RTaliotncdiins, or 
Parsecs, pay a great respect and deference to age : the 
hoary head is hy theiii considered “a crown of glory." 
rn the public courts of justice, as in scenes of domestic 
life, I have wituessed with delight the pious Bnvbinin 
and the espcrieuced Mullab, informing the members 
of the adiiwlet, or tnstrui*lmg their youthfii] pupils ; 
who looked up with veneration to “days tlnit sboiili! 
speak, tmd Tnultitiidc of veats that should teaeli wis- 
doiu; they waited for their words, and gave ear to 
llieir reasons." Job, ch. xxicil. v. 7 , If. 
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llic liDspLtsiIicy fiF <iiir venerabb at Ram Rnjali, 
tleteuntd ua loDgcr thou wt: ititeadetl; tlie tlay wm 
cloajDii; when we k*ft hi^n friirndly sibadi^, ond proCi'cdtHl 
towards AUa-Bbatig, >i ^lahratta town at a lonaidi^raljle 
distance^ ns tlie country was ruarahy^ imd the roads 
bad, wc Imd no proapeet of rcacliJng it before tiiuliugbt;, 
and therefore difipHtcbid a ho^s^"maIl to pureliase pro¬ 
visions, jind provide accoriiuiDdatioDS, licfore the In^ 
hidHtaiits should retire to f 

On approiiching the town at that un^eas^oniibUf hoar^^ 
W'e were met by an oJfiecr and a troop of Midmitta 
cavalry, pret'cilrd by or toreb-lH"arerSj 

who announced tbe np[>ro]icli of the or nimister 

of Bagoojee zVngrla, the Alahniiiu ehieftaiD^ to wlioiii 
that territory belonged i he soon made his iippeanitice, 
with a splendid retinue, and attended us to the durbar | 
w'liere we were treated with the most polite anJ kiod 
attentions, seated on emhroidered cushions, strewed 
>\ ith flow CTS, and n:freshed by servants fimning us with 
punkas of tr/os cooled with rose*water. Otir 

beds and eqiiipjige not being arrived, wc were abnn- 
dautly supplied by our Lost: while kids, poultry, riec, 
butter, milk, ntid vegetables werd consigned to die 
kitchen for our supper ; pine-applei^ mangos, custard^ 
apples, and pomegranare^, were spread fwifore iia in 
rhe durliar, with wn-ailif* of mogrees, and ntMegays of 
roses and jessamine^ \Vhen supper was served, the 
dtiati and his uttendants retired, that we might cat it 
w ithout restniint, and enjoy the repoiae w^e so much 
wanted. Tills hospitality □3i£teu<IefI tu our servanti* 
and cattle t utl were amply provided fur according to 
their rcHpetlive rOAtesi andprofes^iunit. 

Chi expressing our gruteful acknow ledgmeiita for 
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thrsc frii'tiiJly iittentioiM, the minister Infornctl ua, 
that his ehk'ftailt, Ungpjee AjJgrm, was iti tlie secret 
friendship of tlie English, and liad the greatest respect 
for oor nation : having heard wc were passing through 
his country’, he onlered every tiling iieccssiny to be 
prepared against our arrival ai Alla*Bhnug, iinil ill' 
^tended to pay us n visit oit the following morning, if we 
icould postpone oiir journey. Jt may not be utine* 
pessary to remark, that one of our party wits n coloucl 
iiti the army; inysejf and the oilier gGntlemau held re- 
apectiiblc posts in the civil service i which tnade us 
travellers of some consetjuence among people wlio pay 
great deference to rank nod station. 

Ragojee Angria resided at Colnbifl, a fortilied island 
halfn mile from Alla Bliuug^ in which were the piiltiee, 
tfeasnry, and other public hnildings; hut the stuhlcs, 
gardens, and larger edifices, were nt AlLa-Bhaiig; the 
former tontaJned a noble stiicl of Persian and Aniliian 
horses, elephants, and camels; and every thing about 
the dnrhur was in a princely style. 

At nine ©‘dock Ra^jec came from Colabic, maonteil 
on a large depljant, richly cajwirisoned : the duan fol¬ 
lowed on honieliack ; and the procession consisted of 
several state dephantsf, led horses, ciiuids carrying the 
large drums, trumpeters, and other miisiciuus, a select 
detachment of cavalry, and a Imdj guard of inihotry. 
On dismounting from thedephant, RagojcR*s chopdars, 
or heralds, proclaimed his titles, and conducted him 
with great state to the diirhar, where the duun pre¬ 
sented us in fonu i he embraced each with a smiling 
ccmutcuancc, and i»af down on n cushiDn prepared for 
his reception : be then sprinkled rose-water, decked ns 
with wreaths of mogrres, and concluded his visit by a 
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jirc&cnt of tiiUisliD and kt'cincab; piecre of siilill, witU 
gold and silver flowers ; tbese ccremoniea, and soma 
general ]vuUiical conversation, ocenpied about an hour, 
when the prince re-iisvended Iiis moving taaUc, and re¬ 
turned in the same state to Colabie. 

Kugojee was splendidly dressed in a mnslin vest, and 
drawers of cninson and gold keetitcab ; Ins turban and 
sash were of purple muslin, the foriiiur adorned with 
sprigs of diamonds and rubies, iind a very valuable 
emerald; from his neck deiicnded two rows of lieantiful 
pearls, snatainirig a cluster of diamonds: bis car-rings, 
according to tlie Hindoo costunic, were four large 
pearls, and as many transparent perforated rubies, on 
gold rings two or three inches in diameter : he wore a 
rich bracelet on his right arm ; tlie Imrnlle of his 
entarru, or short dagger, was studded with jewels j the 
hilt of his broad svvo^ plain gold. He appeared about 
forty years of age t of a comely pt'rsoa, pleasing coun¬ 
tenance, and priticely manners. 

Tills Mahrattn chieftain was of the same family with 
Comijce Angria, the celebrated pirate^ so long the 
terror of the European and Indian vessels trading on 
the Malabar coast, until the conijnest of Ghcreah by 
Admiral Watson and Lonl Clive. Kiigojec, as one of 
the tributary Itajahs, paid the Mahratta goi"Cmmciit 
two lacs of rupees aunually; be held bis lands on u 
military tenure, and furnished u supply of troops 
similar to the feudal syatcui wbicJi formerly prerailed 

in Rurupe. Some Europeans, w ho had deserted into 

his senive, informed us he was gcncrully beloved by 
his people, nod less oppressive than the other Mi^ratta 
princes t these men M ere married and settled m the 
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countrv, ami iiimlu tbcrastlves uscfiil in the artillvry 
^ - * 
dL^partnif'nt. 

The diiiufa Dtmie wns Govindaett, a piindit pf tlio 
baniun ciuttet a man of {lood diiiructer, and consi- 
dtTtiblc uLilJtiw ; to him Rii^iojcc entrusted the whole 
niunagement of his revenue and dishuMcraentsj they 
were of the same age, utiJ having Ijeen brought up 
together, a confid^otial friendship, iinconuuon in India, 
hud suliststed between them from the earliest period : 
ip the course of their education, ILigojec observing 
their diderent pursuits, jiromiscd when he attained 
the goveniuieni, and followed the profession of aniie, 
Govindsett should he hia diem, or prime minister; 
the hitter shrewdly replied, that, according to the usual 
custom of princes, (Sovindsett would be forgotten 
when Ragojec became surroundeil by the insignia 
of royalty; but no sooner were the days of mourn¬ 
ing for his father accoinpHslicd, than the young 
sovereign promoted his favourite to the highest 
honours and gave liim the management of his 
treasury. 

After an early dinner, we pursued our journey 
towards that part of the coast from whence wc w'erc 
to embark for Bombay. In the course of conversation 
during Ibigojec*s visit, he politely observed, that us 
OUT servants and cattle might he fatigued by the 
distancG and heat of the weather, ho hopetl W'c would 
accept of his own pukmiums, Imrses, and camels, to 
(he watcr-side ; and an armed vessel to convey us to 
Boiiiliaytwc declined all cseepL the latter} and ac¬ 
companied only by Covinilaeti and bis SPiti;, wc pro¬ 
ceeded, at his particuliir desire, to u dcwal. or temple 
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wL1i:b lie iiuJ liUely cret’U’d, JQ a bitter style of archi- 
tectivri’ tliiin any I bad then seen in India. It I'onsiatert 
of two .sepamte tL’niph’s: tbe outer one a 6f|iiare, well 
proportioned, coverctl l^y a large dome, and adorned 
at eiifli corner l^y an tdogant tum't: tbc roof of the 
further temple was ernbellished by a lofty spire, eoni- 
posed of cupolas, grudoidly dljiiinlshhig to the summit, 
with iippropriate omsuuents to producf: a general eft'ect. 
Xlie outer leiuplc was dedieated to [lublic wnrHliip, ibe 
inner eselusirely to the Brabiiiins, who wnslnd and 
dressed tlic idols, richly adorned with jcwcla, and orna- 
luented with fiowers; aiiiongst them the nymphen 
lotoa wiis most cotispienous. In front of these temples 
a spacious area contained u tanh lined with hewn 
stone for the ablutions of the worshipjicru^ w'iih ii 
hiindsoiue obelisk at each comer, ilium injited on the 
ip^at festivals : for such ill u mi nations are as common 
amongst the Hindoos, as n ith the ancient Egyptians, 
or modern Chinese: the surrounding groves w'ere 
enlivened by dancing-girls atid iimsidiins; and, far 
from atiy appearance of iiiiatcriiy or mortihcaiion, tlm 
brahmins at Govindsetfs temple seemed to partake uf 
every tercestritd eiijoyincnt: the daneing-glrla mid 
Hindoo women at the tank and foutitoins w'crc of the 
most delicate order,although tlteir own iiefsQiialjippeAr- 
nneo indicated no self-denial in the ariirle of food. 
on the contnirr, they w'cre all as fat and sleek tis rite 
ami ghee could make them; and reminded me of a 
enrious remark in Orme's Orientid Fragments, that 
** the Bralmiins have made their gods require, besides 
the necessity of endowing their temples, the pnuitien 
pf ill] other kinds of cdiaririi-i, by wbicU the nrtxsiittes 
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of linmnii nature may be ralieved. A third part of 
the wealth of every f-lindoo Is e^ependod on aiicti 
occasions. Tlic bruIimiDs thcuiselves profess great 
hospitiility^ aud by this address preserve that extreme 
venerutiou, which otherwise would be lost llirotigb the 
eftects of envy, in a detestation of tlieir impoaitions. 
A very strange rustoui prevails in some parts of India: 
u brulittiiti devotes himself to deatlt, liy eating until he 
expires w'ith the surfeit; it is no w'onder that supersti¬ 
tion is convinced of the necessity of cramming the 
priest, wlien he professes to eat like a cormorant 
through a pritici[>al of religion." 

llie Jcw'ii] waa cucireled hy groves and fountains, 
among dowers, fruits, and a variety of aroiiiatie ah rubs 
so much esteemed in India; the extensive lake w'os 
covered with the nymphea, waving its lovely blossotiia 
of azure, white, and rosc^eoiottr, to every motion of 
the breeze. This oriental beauty is often mentioned 
hy the ancients: it Wiis as much a favourite with the 
Egyptiam; os with tlte Hindoos ; the farmer considered 
it on object of religious veneration, the latter offer it 
in sacrifice, and as a decoration in tlieir temples, 
Herodotus mentions a people called Lotophagi, who 
lived entirely upon the fruit of the lotos; of what 
species 1 cannot Jetcrtiiinc, as the fruit was tfie size of 
the mastic, «id sweet like the date, from whicli they 
also made wine. He says tha Egyptians eat the root 
of the pliiot, w'liieh whs of a j'deasont flaTour; anrt 
froQi the dour of tlie seed they made bread. These 
properties of the uytnpheii, aud the rhamuus lotus of 
Linns us, arc confirmed by Pliny, uud lUay possibly he 
kuowu in some countries at this tbiy. Atlicnaju/, fn 
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litji DriprospLiiit^ ijuotL's a ilcBcrJption of tlic Lybeau 
IotO!», from PoItUius^ which waB used as food by the 
niitive«. 

Tilt* temple, lake, and gnrdeRB, at Alla-Bhang, prir- 
seritetl un excclteat Bpeciiiieo of luodcm oriental mag- 
niiieence, uiid evinced the taste and lihcratity of tlic 
muiilScent fuutider; on blinding to the itnntetisc ex¬ 
pense of such ait undertaking, CSovindsitt umdeareply 
which sensibly affected us: “^By the blessing of Pro» 
vidcDce, and the generosity of luy sovLTcign, I have 
been promoted to bnnonr, und aecuiuuluted weultli, 
sufficient for present enjoytuent, ond the future pro¬ 
vision of my family. In dedicating this temple and 
sacred groves for public worship, with the gardens, 
tlinks and fonneuins, which 1 have made for genend 
ablution and rc&eshineut in a sultry climate, I trust I 
have not only offered an acceptable sacrifice to the 
benevolent deity, and bestowed n useful ebarity on my 
rellow-crcatures ; but, from the changes inri dental to 
mortality, the sun of iirospcrity may decline, and the 
clouds of adversity gatlitT over my posterity ; and then 
iny children** cliildren may derive a benefit trom what 
now 80 highly gratifies their father’s heart.'* 

In this scene of mutability such changes are no where 
vincommon ; but the rapid revolutions of wi’tilth and 
power in Asia, gave double energy to the speech of this 
bcniwolcnt Hindoo: distinction of caste and prufuMion 
vanished; and we cordially united with a heart of sen¬ 
sibility, replete with piety to God, and love to man! 

Our ride from Govindsett’s temple, to the place of 
etiibarkution for Boiiihay, offered nothing interesting : 
he look leave at his garden-gate, ordcritig a party of 
liorse to escort us to the sea-port, and an officer to 
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company id die vessel, to inforriE him of our arrivLiI 
at Bombay* Tliey eoD<lunit'd m severul luikH over ilic? 
Halt-Eimr^he$, lunl passing tlirougli the MahriEtta town 
of Tull we arrived lute in the evening at Mandava, a 
QUiall place in ^\ghi of the iduml of ComhaVi from 
wJieneft we were to embark on the following morning, 
Notwdthjilanding we were under tlic protoration of 
Ragojec's escort, the Hindoos of i^LLnrlara, fearful of 
cODLaniinatJon, W'onid afford us no hettcr accommiKla- 
tioD ill an a cow lioiise; w^hcre wc dressed our sapper, 
and posseil the night. To this humble roof, by order 
of die officers, the vilbgers brought poultry, butter, 
fruit, and vegetables; with fiicl and eHrthen pots in 
abundance, which wi; were not peruiltird to pay for: 
diis dimimshed our enjoyment of a repast ohtained by 
oppression and consef]uetatly repTignant to the ferlings 
of an English Hi an. No in ui’iJuir reached our ears, but 
we knew froiii our servants, that it was not accom- 
pained by the blessing of those from whom menace 
Olid eonipulsicjii obtained it. 

Lady Wort ley JVIoiitague remarks, that when tlie 
Turkish baghas travel, themseivcg, nml their numerous 
rciinne, not eontent with eating all that is to be eaten 
belonging to the peasants, exact w hat they call teetln 
money; a contribution for the use of ihcir teeth, w^orii 
wiih doing ihcui the honour of duvouring their tin at* 
This Imnianc writcTj, in her entertaining I^iettirs from 
Turkey, was eoitipellcd to be tin innocent partaker of 
similar oppressions : and the story related by Biiran de 
Tott, w ith a degree of humour w hich in some measure 
dimml^hes the cruelty of Ali Aga, Lis mikiumdiLr, or 
conductor, I have seen Ffccjnently rcalii^ed, from die 
whip to the CJonanion, during my mvn travels in India. 


EXACTION OF I'BOV I SI (INS. 


Ill 


Tlic Qciroii tnivolllng in Mold at in, on on embassy to 
ilie Cbam of the Tartiirs, ttt the expense of the Turkish 
government, vrould 'wrillingly have paid the Greek pea- 
SEints for his supply of provisions, ‘but that wus not 
permitted: and bo liahle were they to sm;l» pillage, 
that they generally denied having the nriides. Atone 
place v^liere the usual supply was demanded, the head 
of the village pretending he did not understand the 
Turkish language, tlie mikiuindar knocked him down, 
and kicked him iintii he began to complain in good 
Turkish of being thus beaten. When it was well 
known the villagers were jioor people, often in want 
of necessaries, and whoaa princes scarcely left them 
the air they hreathed: Psha w I thou art joking friend,” 
replied Ali Agu, “ thou art in want of nothing, except 
of being well bastc^l it Httle oftenpr; bat nil in good 
time:' proceed we now to business. 1 must msUmtly 
have two sheep, a dozen of fowls, a dozen of pigimns, 
fifty pounds of bread, twelve pounds of butter, with 
salt, pepper, nut megs, cinnamon, lemons, wine, saJiid, 
and good oil of olive ; all in great plenty.” Tlie 
Moldavian replied with tears, I have already told 
you that we are poor creatures, wiihout so much as 
bread to cat; where then must we get cinnamon r*’ 
On this the conductor took his whip, and flogged the 
poor Moldavian until he eoultl bear it no longer i 
when finding Ali Agn incxoniblc, and that ibc pro¬ 
visions must be produced, he ran off; and in less than 
a fpiartcr of an hour, the primate of the village, as¬ 
sisted hy three of his countrymen, brought nil the pro¬ 
visions rtNjmrcd, not forgetting even the cinnanion. 

The transaction at Mandavii, w^bich gave rise to 
these observations, concluded onr ndv'cntures t the 
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npxt monimg wi* cmbarki*d for Bouibay, I'nd nrri?^d 
there id a few hours: on takmg Icave^ we oftereil our 
condnctors a present, wlMch they respectfully re- 
friseil; asiying their princes faTour was beyond any 
otlier cODiiirlerinion, and they should forfeit it by ac¬ 
cepting our bounty. 

This was jny first joumey on the continent of India; 
I found it replete with noveliy nnd entertaiiimeut; as 
a COnntry, whichj perhaps, precedes E^vpt as the nurse 
of science; and by its arts, ni an ufact urea, and valuable 
productions^ has contributed from time imnietuoritil to 
the comfort and luxury of other civUisced natiou:9. 

Aromatic gales and spicy groves; trees adorned by 
Flora and Pomona j pellucid lakes and murmuring 
fountains ; chiii-m in poctira] descriptions; w’e wish to 
dwell in such delightful scenes. A residence in the 
torrid zone eonrinccs tis of their fallacy: hot-winds, 
and arid plains, unrefreshed by a cooling breeze or liv¬ 
ing spring, annoy the Asiatic traveller: and admitting 
the cxis£encc of fluch pleasures in the tcmpenitii! cli“ 
mate and fertile provinces of Hindostan, we know from 
experience, that a constant possesfiioD of the loveliest 
objectSj often rendens them insipid : the revolving sea¬ 
sons and variety of Europe, seem more congenial to 
an Englishmen than the luxurious monotony of India, 
even in its most pleasing forto. 

In the court of an Asiatic eovTrelgti we look in valo 
for true magtiauiinity: the nobles approarli him with 
distrust and fear, conscious that hi^^ frown deprives 
them of life; nor can tlioy, on so frail a tenure, enjoy 
wealth or honours: those in the middle walk of life, 
ini^tcad of being subject to one tyrant, are oppressed 
by numerous pi-rty despof.% who^ dead to every feeling 
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of humaiiityt rule ibcm witli a roj of iron. Tl\e lower 
clasiiPa of ryots, or bus bund jocn, are noi in a marc 
coriable ^itoation; tbc despotic sj’-^teni pervades ull 
ranks, and whole villages emigrate in the vain hope 
of finding u more ef|uituble govenijnctit: they bavc 
not indeed imieb to leave ^ their cottages being gerie- 
rally bui[t of miuLiiod their furniture onlv a few luiits 
iilul eurtbcD pot$. 

Ill tnivoJIiDg, it 13 easy to distinf^iiijih tlic oacTeat 
inliabitunta froni those wLioiii <‘onipiL*?t or I’otnmrrt'c 
Kiire fllspcrsed throughont Hindo^tan i not so much 
in oompkxioti anil outward ajijiaoniucc^ as in the pe¬ 
culiarities of diaractcr: the hlaliomcdau is compam- 
tivdy hold, cuterjirizing, and resolute; the Hindoo 
tender, Imniane, and timid ; this dJatiuctlou may in 
pari, be attributed to tlie mildness of the eliiiiate iiiid 
dtifereiice of food, hnt still niore to tbc doctrine of 
transmigration ; since a religion, which teaches theti) 
that die dearest connexions tliey once enjoyed on 
earth, niaj-, on the system of the inctetnpsychosis, 
now aiiiuiate the mortal form of a hird, beast, or 
insect, not only Inspires them with horror at the idea 
of shedding blood, hut, in a great measure, prevents 
every kind of cmcJty, 

In this part of my letters, youlhrul imagination, anc] 
etithiisiastic patriotism, heightened by distiuifc from 
the beloved object, led me to draw a long compari¬ 
son bctw'ce]) the inhabitants of Britain and India, 
Wurmed by the amor patiim, I pursued the delightful 
theme from Windsors roral towers, to the palaces of 
the nobles, villas of the opulent, coriimercjal sca-|>oru, 
uianufactaring towns, cheerful villages, farms, an<I 
hamlets : I traced the muiiidccot endowments for art 
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Md «e.cc! from hrr .pfcndid umvcnjUa to to 
Dwochial schools. It was a ptctore. which m A >1“ 
Umt dime and secluded situation, delighted the h«i^ 
and aniniiitcd my cndcaTouts to secure a ‘^^lupet^w, 
that I might the sooner enjoy those onspcB a 
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CHAPTER X. 


Voyage fmn EkimbHy tu ^urmt—Surot Bar—Andtnt Trada of 
liidin with Europe—Diamond itfion and Jowe!i of Todin^— 
Cify orSuraE—‘Oojrdooa—Mode uf VVatprjnjf—HoraiH'—TVIogiiJ 

Woftioo—H LiHiintiDif^jChampDOing^Hsin^ri HmpitjtJ^MfU] ufoc^ 

lurei—Trade orSurut irftb Europe—Vtiit of the EnglMi Ctuef 
to iha Nabob—Ndjob'a Public ProceHlon to the MuKiijita— 
Drejs of (ha Mogul Ladies—Ajiecdatu of ^ Mn^gul VVidoir 
anil in Eogtish Grollocuao^—Country—CultiTttcioii—Gaoie—^ 
Birdi—Wild Deoita— A Cheeta-Hunt fully diacrtbed—pLiil para/ 
—Hindoo Di^volei-j^Doming of Widawji—fiEuiilar practice 
oinoog the AricfontCrefiEonianA—AifscUng nocouuC oflhe liuDiti<* 
* [atiOTi ofa Hindoo Wldoir—Minute DIvinunofthe Hindoo CEutca 

*—Ablutions of the Hindoo*—Tm?cbi- of Hindoo Oiivoteei^ 
Daith of CeJunuf—^Burningof in Indian Woinan in iha orTTij 
of Eumcucs. 

Soon eftn* my n!turn From tbc liot-weUit iit DuzngoHi 
I viattr^ Bumt^ One of the ptJocipiJ etHes to ludlu; 
whore tlie nmimcii aiif] oiisfdaid of llie imttyeji are 
more oriental, than rn those pieces immu^ately under 
the English goveminont, 

Surat h about u hui>dred and twenty miles to the 
northward of Bombay; the diither affords an 

opponunity of viewing Baaseiiif Ddmaiin^ nod flome 
otbA sca-portii: the hilly coast termmaica biitf way at 
the lofty pron^ootory of St, JohoV; from ihence to 
the eotraoeeof Surat river, the shore it flat and unln^ 
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tcrcstiDg; the anaLhem nnniutains arc woody, and 
abound witli teak trci'S, often called the oak of Hiu- 
doston, from their great value iu Bliip-huilding. 
timber ia more dunvljlc tliati oiik, from ita oleagiuoiis 
quulitv prtscniiig the w^od nud the iron neccasarily 
used in naval arcliilecture, for a considerable time 
longer than the British oak, which contains a corro¬ 
sive quality, lending to consume the iron-work. I 
saw a ship at 5?nrat which had been built near eighty 
years j and which, from veneration lo its age and long 
HcrviceajWiu only employed in an atinmd voyage to the 
Red Sea, to convey the MtdiomediUi pilgrini-H to Jiid- 
dah, on their way to ftlccca; and thru, returning with 
them to Surat, after the hedge, or religious ceremonies 
were finished, the vessel was oiled, and covered up on 
short; until the following acaaon. 

During the ^ir months, the sea between Surat und 
Boiiihay is covered with ships of different imtions: ^ 
large fleets of merchant boats, richly laden, sail every 
fortnight imder convoy of the English cruizers, to pro¬ 
tect them agniiisi die Coolies, a horde of pirated near 
the gulph of Cambay, whose swift-sailing vessels con¬ 
stantly infest that navigation. 

On anclioring at Surat bar 1 left the ship which 
brought me from Bombay, and sailed up the Tappee 
ill her pinuJice: this ritfcr takes its rise at Mfdtay, a 
small town to the northward of Xsigpore, the capital 
of Moodajec Bounselah, lU the latitude of *1°^ 8 
north, and 44' east longitude; artl after an in¬ 
crease by miiny tributary streams, flow’s into the sea 
at Surat bar, a distance of nearly five liundred mifcs, 
Wc followed the serpentine course of the Tappe, 
o? Taptv, through a flat nnintereating country, until 
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wi; suddenly upeoed uu tiic eity of Sumt, pk'iuuiiitly 
aitimted oii ilie southern bank of tLc Hvcr: the old 
Indian castle hitd a virtieruljlc aspect: the KnglUh, 
Dutch) French, and Portugneze coJourH, tnived on 
their respective fact (tries, and gurden-houaea near the 
river; and from that distance, Surat had a better ap- 
peatniKat than on a neann* approach; when we found 
• tlie wtdls und towers out of repair, tliu public build' 
mgs in a ruinous state, und the streets dirty, narrow, - 
and irregular. ‘ 

The bur, or sanddtank, where the ships anchor, and 
disidiargc their cargoes, ia generally crowded with mer¬ 
chant-vessels from the commercial Qations in Europe 
and Asia. The city eathibiti a busy mnititude of Hin* 
doQs, Molmmedans, Parsece, Jews, Turks, jVrrucnians, 
Persiima, Arnbitins, Greeks, and other Asiatic stnmgerH, 
besides the Europeans, wIiosg fartorie?; Itiive Iweij 
already mentioned; it is also frequented by mrr- 
chants from Mnlncca, China, Abyssinia, Mosambique^ 
Madagascar, and the Comorro isles, and by niiiucroua 
traders frtun the sea-ports, and inland provinces of 
Hindostan. 

In a former chapter 1 have partieulariiaed the trade 
of Uouibuy; that of Sutnt is very'aimilar. Although 
DOW one of the greateal empoHnniB in India, I do not 
find it mentioned in the oriental commerce of the 
ancients bv Strabo, Arrian, or other writers on thot 
subject, who Arabian and Egyptian 

trade with Fattala, the modem Tattab, on the Indus; 
Barvgazfl, orBaroche, on the Nerhudda; and Moairis, 
now Murjee, on the Silatuhiir coast. Tlwse Arabian 
vesseb imported, from Egypt and other placei, 
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vooUen-dollii ^ass-wn^ 

Wt-,ii™. p.w ”11 

ki„a»' of wloo: ■"•i '■’“f “P^"^ ‘T*’.. r 

Lphiti-s, i.™t 1>, ™d otiicr cfoB 1 »‘<h '«•■*■• 

MW j.BtiiMaof Atriwi'* account of tW aruclu 
vortJ from India, i» oonfinocd by a RoD».a Ian. m 
uhidi iW Indian commodities aubjcct to t ' ^ 

of .lutica am conmemted. By cotnyonag >1"“ ™ 
account., ue nmv fo™ an idea. Mcntbljf cnart, of 
die nafltc and Mtent of tW trade trith India m 

"iimoi..arphim.,aod ntUmoflud^^ 
uay. Won held in the highest otimiaion i 
amcthvst,, and some other gem., barn b™ 

cooali;-dhv these of America: the most cciehratid dia- 
Jmid mine, are at Golconda, in the temtory o) tW 
Sixmi: aDdHtttKolccmJali, ucarA tsinpoorym tbe Mab- 
riditirjupiiL: Ceylon produces tbe niUy,siippl«rc,topa5!, 
and other prvnom stouea; cspeebdly one of snpemr 
henntv. called the oit’^vc: the pearl of this 

islanil isTcrv hicmti.e, and the pearl. m sue and 
Inatre with those of Onnu*: f?>ld mnea are 
in Itidm; hut that valuable metal is fouii^n the tor- 
fcnts which fiow from the mouttlains of mbi^t mto 
the Indus and Ganges: there is no silverm I^dos ODt 
several places in tbe southern penlnsuln and Ceylon^ 
produce iron, but tbe natives are very deficient id their 
method of smelting and nianufactuiing it. 

Ttie first English ship which arrived at Surat woa 
the Hector, commanded by Captain William Hawkins, 
in August 1608; the Captain brought a letter from 
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the East India Company, and anotKer from King 
Jamea the First, lo the emperor Jehatigirc, retiuesting 
the intcreonrsc of trnrle. At this time the Portugnew 
marine prcdominatud on the Indian sens, in ao much 
that tliey made prize of *11 vusacls which had not 
taken their paa« ; and the fear of their reBeniincnt on 
the ships which traded from Siinit to the gnlpha of 
Anibta and Persia, deterred the Moguls offiiTf^rs from 
giving the eiicouragemcjit tltey might wish, to the 
Ehiglish Btrangers. 

llie Portugneze dreading the future power of the 
English, and actuated hy the most inveterate jealfiusy, 
did every thing in their power to prevent the cBtablish- 
ijicut of an English factory at Surat: they often ai- 
tacked our vcsscIh at sea w ith a great snpbriority, but 
acquired neither riches nor glory': yet by hrihery mid 
intrigues with the Surat government, they hud for 
aevcral years sufticicjtt influence to fniHtratu our trade, 
and prevent a settlement. At length, in thrtoher, 
1612, a treaty wiM conchidcd Iry Captain Beat with the 
Mogul gg|p:rninfiit, tliat an ariihaasador from the King 
of EngliUid should reside at the ImpaTial court; that, 
on the arrival of the Company's ships at Swully, the 
anchoring ^und iiciir Sunit Kir, proclainuiion should 
be made, three seveml days successively, in the city of 
Surat, that the people of the coimtry might freely 

^me'and tmde with the English at the wiitcr.4ide t 

and settled the duties on their c:oai modi tics at thriie 


and a half per cent. 

Such was the commcncemctit of our trade with 
Sural, which is lituated in 21' 11' north ktitudc, and 
73* 60' east longitude : the outer walk of the city are 
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RZliKIEt'a PEsCIUPTtOS. 

Mten tiules b i-ircuiiifereDc-e, with twelve gutej: b.^ 
XYtvoii each gute arc irreguJar towers, inountetl with 
cnnncin, and the wnlls are perforated for nmaquetry: 
the itiQcr town is stirfoimdtd by a similar widl, and ^ 
equal number of pntw: ^he streets iirc n^w, tlie 
homies generally lofty, and crowded with mbabitantii. 

The biizart, filled witli costly merchandize; pic¬ 
turesque miiintereating gronps of rvatiVes on eJephants 
cameli, lidnei, and mides i strangers from all 
the fdobc, in their respective costumes j vessels bwild-, 
ing on the stocks, others navigating the river ; together 
wiilr Turk®, Persians, and Aruienisms, on Arabian 
chargers; the European ladies in splendid carriage®, 
the Asiatic fern idea in backcrica, drawn by oxen: and 
the motley appearnnee of the English and nabob's 
troops on the fortifications, rmiind iia of tiic follow ing 
deBcription of Tyre, by the prophet Ezekiel: 

“ O thou that an situate at the entry of the sea, 
which art a merchant of thar people for many isies! 
(> Tyrns! thy builders have perfected thy beauty. 
Alt the ships of the sea were in thee to^copy thy 
nj crcTiandi zc, Tnrshish was th y merchant, by reason of 
the niulritnde of all kinds of riche® ; with biIvet, iron, 
tin, and lead, they traded iu thy fairs. Javan and 
Tuhtd, they were thy merchants; they traded in the 
persons of men, ntid vessels of brass. They of the 
house of Togurtiiab traded in thy lairs, with lioraes, 
horsemen, and mules. Syrift was thy merchant for 
emrndd.s, ptuyile, and liroidercd-wofk, and fine linen, 
and coral, and agiite; and many isles hr ought time 
horns of ivory, and ebony, Judah and the land of 
Isntel traded in thy aiarkets with wheat of Minnitli 
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and Panna^, and hauej", and oilt and balm. Danuiicua 
was tliy uicrebiUil in the muliitiidc of the wafe^ of thy 
mtikinj!;, for the muitittide of all nchea, in the wine of 
Hellion, and white wool. Dan also, and JaFan, ocfu- 
pied thy fairs with iron, casziia, and enlamiis i and 
Dcdan was thy merchant in precions cloths for cha¬ 
riots. Anibiiii and all the princes of Kedar, the? occu¬ 
pied with thee in Limh*,and rams, and gouts i aiid the 
merchants of Shebunh and Raanndi occupied in thy 
fair^ with thi' chief of all spices, with prerioiis atones 
and gold. Hamn and Cnuneh were tliy merchants for 
blue clotha, and bruiderftd work, in chests of rich ap¬ 
parel, bound with corila, and mude of cedar."— Ezekid, 

cb, xivii. V. 4, 9, 24. 

'this is a true picture of oriental couunercc in ancient 
times; and a very exact description of the port, and 
bazirrs of Surat, at the present day. 

The public buildings at Sumt are few and meant 
the dnrbar, or nabob’B*.palacc, thongh extensive ntid 
convenient, makea hilt a sluibbj' appearance- 1 he 
moiKiuca jpd minarets are stuull, without taste or ele¬ 
gance, 1^10 Hindoo icmplea are not more con¬ 
spicuous ; and the serais, or caravansaries, much out of 

A sort of double govwiinient, divided hetween the 
nahoh and the Etml Indiu Company, existed in the 
ritj. The Dutch, Trench, and Portugoeae nations 
had no share to the gowrument or police of Surat ; 
hut they lived in an elegant style at thpir town imd 
country- houses, with haudsonic einupases, and suitable 
attendants. The Dutch factory U the most jt^ot 
and the Ijcsi-hoilt mansion in Surat; the Dut^ C-om- 
pony hijport airrack* anU apiccjSj from t <^ir a 
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tletDCDts in the eastern islands ; and export a consio 

clcrable qiiiiiititT uf cotton piccp-goods mimufactured 
here. The French trade is greatly diminished ; siud 
the Portuguese, who once eomJniUidcd the Indifln scflSj 
are every nn the deelhie ; bnt the iommerce of 

the English Company and private merchants at Swrat, 
is very extensiTe. 

In tlie English and Dutch bctrying-gromidi^j situated 
without the wulU, are soine handsome toinhs, with 
dniucs and pillars in the style of the Mnliotucdan mnit- 
solciims; whichj intcr 5 t>ersed among sliady trees^ give 
these ceincterves a grand mid »oltinn appeanuice. 

The semi, or prinripnl curaTanstny* at Surut^ was 
much neglected : most of the eastern cities contain 
one at least, for the rt'i?eption of stnigers ; smnller 
placesp, called chonUdes, are erected by charituble per- 
sonsj or munifleeni pdrupes, fn forests, plains^ imd 
dcsertrs^ for the orconimcHiation of travellers. Near 
(heiii is giMjcrally a well, and a for ihe caitk'^ 

a iimhmin or fakecr often resides there to furnish the 
pilgrim with food^ and the few neceasaries he luay stand 
in need of. 

There are many gardens l>etwecn the ouier and inner 
walk of Snrat, surroiipding the villas of the nabob and 
principal inhabitants i the of ihem is called 

Alahmud-a-Bhaugj where the nabob had extend!ve 
plen^mr grounds i with smiill reservoirs of wot it, and 
fountains playing nmr the open seiIoouh, which pro- 
durrd a refrciiliing Coolness^ and bud u pleiisitig effect; 
the gardens, avcording to the season, were filled with 
balsams, poppies, and various flowen, of an evjnnl 
heigbft closely planted, iind so disposed as to resemble 
a rich Turkey carpet: thk formality seems to be the 
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acme of Mogul tote. Tlie walk^ art shaded by cy¬ 
presses, champtuto, and cocoa-iiut trees j adomed vfith 

oleundem, myriles. pomegmnateSt roses, jesaaimne, auU 

odoriferous jdants peculiar to India. 

Tbc method of catering these eitensirc gaidejn, 
and of drawing water for the purposes of agricultore, 
in this part of India, is simple, and more efficamo.^ 
than the soft showers from a vatermg-imt, which 
would by no means satisfy the parched and t trsty 
BoU. The wells at Surat are large, and rjeep, cncloac 
with strong masonry; a walk of an easy desrent i* 
formed from the surface, ten or tweWc feet wide, its 
l*™th corresponding with the depth of the weU: on 
th^surfaec. opposite to each other, are stone pdlais, 
supporting m. horizontal beam, from which i. .mv 
pendcil nlargcleuihcm bucket, running by a strong rope 
a pulley ; to the other end of the rope is fastened 
a voke of osen which, as they ibfserud the sloping 
widk, elevate (hr buck^ c^npiinltig the water; tins is 
emptied into a reservoir, and from thence conducted 
by the gardeners in small streams, to every tree im 
shrnb in the garden. .Many of the wells and wnlks 
are snfiicicntly large to admit of two ot _ 

oxen drawing water at a time ; irtd some of t^un ar 
erected for the public use by c-haniiible mdjsnduids, at 
the expense of mtmy thousand pounds. ^ 

Tim haram, or women's apartnient, at Muhmud-a- 
Bbaug, is a distinct building, separated from the 
paku^ byn large garden: this, from the jealousy of 
fhe Moguls, is forbidden ground when the nabob re- 

sides there-, but being uninliabiied, 1 bad an optiortu- 
sides there, fc look into enclosed 

of any thing beyond 
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them. It acc^irm cnlculali^ to rurold] evtfy pleuure 
tlmt ran tie expeetrtJ by the uijfurtniiate feifiiiJes im¬ 
mured under tie Arj^uB-cyes of tlnrnnas and eitnndift. 
Budiii, foiuiturns, fniiti, and dowers^ the Europenii fair 
onen xroold tfiink a poor c^O^!^pcDsat^o^ for liberty; the 
Asiatic Indies, acrustouied to tbis'couBnenicnt, are not 
discontented witii their lot. 

All intelligent oriental mircller^ desenbing' a scene 
in the NisoimV country similar to iMuliiDiid-a-Bbaijg, 
justly oLsen'rs that, "although these gardens cotinot 
be compared to those of Europe m taste and variety, 
they arc peculiarly adapted to ibe relireil pleasures of 
a MaJiomedun life: dm principal rcrpiisttes of which 
are coolness, spacer, and sterety; besides that, tljcy 
hold it Imtb grateful and healthy to live much among 
the fi-agronce of plants and flowers; and that pride, 
jealousy, micl niodcsty, unite in demanding perfect ae- 
cufitj- froni all initu^ion. Hence the high WfiiZs, so 
tnelegont la tlie eyes of a Emypean, are the neecssary 
giiuniiims of aMahomedim's honour, and thesafegoard 
of his pleaBures. Within this protection, secluded 
from the world, the Tolupttious Mussulman, laying 
aside the grnBdenrs of the day, with the irritutiem of 
mind which Bccompanies ambition, abandons himself 
to soft repose; and, tn the stillness of a starry night, 
acijnircs that serenity of mind which IuRh ih& sod 
into pleasing coiuplacency { forramg a delightful con- 
t^t to the stormy passions of an agitated day, Neg- 
igcntly stretched upon his coucb, he Uscgoji to the 
melodious song, and conteqiplates the graceful forms 
of the sorrounding chuicers, audd the odoiifetous 
smoke of fuccose," ' 

These Oriental gurdetia biiai a great resemblance to 
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tiiDd<! of the «iomirthj both in s^ituaitioii and 

gcnerdl effect- 

Clofc to iho gatiJi u JpacifiUi pitekn ljWj 
From disfbnded, iqdpmppt fikie^ j 

Tall tbriviPg trei^ copIWM tli« firuftful tunuld. 

The fwelling msmgo riperw here lo gflld : 

Here the bloc fig willi lEurioiii* Jiuce o*er^owt* 

Wtih deeptLT rt-d the full pomejgronntegSeiri j 
'Hie hneich here heads bcoeiali the weighij pCRr^ 

Tfie verdofil olives tieurisL round tbc 
The balmy ^pStit of the westefn goie 
f^ternai breutbet on fruiu utiraught ta fall : 

The same nuM sfjnou givea fliehlootui to blow. 

The buds to liurdiMfi, and the ffults to grew : 

A plenteous fauptiihi:i the whotc proF|K!ci ctowu’d : 

Which through the gurtlen Jeadi its itreaaa nroiiutfp 
V7tiCs each pleot, and wat<rrsall the grnottd/' 

firmer! Od0m^^ 

The jmiuce and gardens of Mi^niil-u-Bliang were 
out of repair ; as the ^ogiJa of- rank arc seldom at 
any troabW or expense, on a place which was not 
huili by tUeinficlveai they had rather be the rrptited 
founder of an tmi^'nificant villa, than preaene the 
grandest palace erected by their ancestors. These 
gardens were made by n former nabob, and called 
after his name f they cost on iiuimmse sniu, and re- 
i|uircU many years to complete ibem i yet his sncccs- 
Bor never resided there, nor prevented their decay t 
while, tvilh the iron rod of despotism, he was convert¬ 
ing a populous l»ri of the city into a large garden, 
iidoroed with exteusive wjdka, groves, and fountains, 
to Bortound a snmnier pavilion: the reigning Mboh 
dignified this favourite retreat with tlui appcllatJon of 
**Thc Gift of Godf the suScriiig manofectnrers, 
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drilivn from tli»r quivt imbitatiomi, aod ufaad; verdutit 
limijjjij eufled if “ The Gardea of Opj»ression." 

The baths ut Mahtuud-o Bhaag had bcco on u 
grand scale: in most of the pritidpa] houses at Surat 
are private hum mo ms, or Itagoios; vhieh eonaut of 
one or two small rooms, paved o'ith niarble, ilhioiiiiated 
by a stcy light of coloured glass, and funiished with 
laetems of hot tmd cold water. There arc ttiaojr public 
huuimiliiis ou a laigcr scale, but of the same cotistruc- 
tioQ; where oils, perfumes, atid pastes, arc provided 
for onoioting the visiters. You first enter a vestibule, 
paved and lined with marble, surrounded by benches 
for the eouveoience of andres sing : from thence you 
are conducted by two men into thfc tourhle bathing 
roam; which contains two cisterns of hot and cold 
water; these are mingled in copper vessels, until of 
the re<julrcd tetiipenitore, and then poured upon tlie 
viaitw by the attqpdauts, Tlie operation of these 
men is at first disagrecablp to £uFa|}caDs, especially in 
the ckmipooing ; which is a method of working or 
kneading the desh, and cracking the joints, after be¬ 
ing rubbed over with perfumed pastes: eharapooiag 
affords delightful sensations to the Asiatics; and 
many Europcaiis, after being accustomed to this ain- 
gtikr treaimcDt, cooslif^r it a luxury, 

'ne Banian hospind at Snral is a most remarkable 
institution; it consists of a large plot of ground en¬ 
closed with high walls ; divided into several courts, or 
wards, for the accommodation of animals: in sickness 
tJiey are w'iiCcbed with the tenderest care, and find a 
peaceful asylum for the infirmities of s^c. Wlicu an 
animal breaks a limb, or is otherwise disabled from 
serving his master, he carrk-s Iiini to the hospital; imd. 
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LndilFerent to vvbsit n[itton or caste the owtier may 
Itclong, the pat ieJit is uci er refused adjiiittaJicc* If 
he fFro^er^j he caonot ha reclpiiuietl, but rntist remain 
in the hospital for life, Hiihject to the duty of dniwmg 
water for those pensioners debilitated hy age or disease 
froto jirwuring it for themselves. At uiy^ visit, the 
hospital contained hor$eSp uioles, oxen, sheep, gouijs, 
monkeya, poultry, |iigeon5, and a ^iiriety of birds; 
with an nged tortoise, who was known to have been 
tln?re for seventy-five years. The^ moi^c extraordinarv 
ward was that appropriateil to rata, mice, bugs, and 
other noxious vermin: the overjjeers of rhe hospital 
frequently hire beggars from the streets, for ii atipn-- 
lated snu^ to pasi a night among the fleas, liet\ and 
bugSj on the express condition of sTiifermg them to 
enjoy their feast without molestation. 

1*Jie Banian hospital in Surat hm seversd dependent 
endowments without the wulb* for ^ueh invalhls and 
coitvidescentft to whom pasturage and country air may 
be recommended; and especially for the indiilenancc 
of the gouts purchased from slaughter ou iheanniver- 
Mrv of the Maboiuedim festival, when so many of 
those aniiiial!i lire devoteil to dt^lrnrtiDn, 

Tlie dfictnne of the iJietemjjflyi.'h(>sifi is romnmniy 
supposed ^0 he the muse of foumling this singular 
hospital: I, however, too versed with .'icrvcild Bralimins 
on the subject, W'ho mther ascribed it to a motive of 
benevolenci? for the animal creation: nor can we do 
otherwise than approve of that part of the institution 
appropriated for the comfort of those voliubfc crea* 
tureft Ts ho have exhausted their Btrength in the Jiervicc 
of man. 

TJie Inhahitants of Siinit arc gcncTTilIy raerchants or 


F58 


mimiifiictiireri>: sifter rtie Miihrattits conquered Grozemt, 
the wcftTer§ of keemcnbs, and other rieh stuffs, the 
cm braider CTB, jcwellprs, paintrcs, and inlujeni of 
h'opy, ehoiJT, and sands lUwood, meeting witli no cn- 
coumgeiuGiit froiu the Mafaratts government, emi¬ 
grated from ^Vhtnedabad to Siimt,und other Nourishing 
cities in the westetn districts of Plindostan, where 
they hove resumed their employments srith great 
soiTress, 

Surat is also a cqpsidcrablc market for shawls, one 
of the most delicate fabrics yet brought from the loom; 
they an* not indeed xnauufactnred at Surat, tior tu any 
of tlie southern provinces, being chiefly the produce of 
Cachcmire, that paradise of nutions," where Acher, 
and muny of the. imperial prince-s, retired frprn the 
cares of gorertunetit: eucircled hy rtdr fuvourite 
courtiers, and la the bosom ol their ftimity, they en¬ 
joyed in that mild climate the picturesque scenery of 
the smroundfng uiountairis, and the rural beauties 
of the delicious valley, watered by the' celebrated 
Hydaspcii, and rclreshcd by many other streams from 
its lofty bouadnrics. The shawls niamifactored in 
rachemire, from the deljcate silky wool of a goat pe¬ 
culiar to Thibet, are an elegant article of Iminry. too 
well known in Europe to need a particular 4l-‘^fription : 
this maqufattttre i* not confined to Cachemir^ bat all 
othen ore deemthl of on-inferior quality: thi‘ir prime 
enst is from twenty to fiv^hundn'd rupees a shawl, ac- 
cording to the aizc, tesfure, and pattern i some, per¬ 
haps, may he more valiiublt*. 

The staples of Europe are disposed of by agents at 
the irapcctiTC factories in Surat; but the commodities 
exported to Enrope from India and Chinn far exceeil 
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In value tlioat iiiiported from tlitncc: ibe natives of 
India, from the uiildne§B of the clittiate, and fcnilitj' of 
the aoilj want but few foreign supplied: gold and silver 
have btfcn always carried thither by European traders* 
The English corujueree in Asia, and especialiy iti 
China, towards the conclusion of the eighteenth cen- 
tuTT, never could have heeti conducted on such au es- 
tensive scale, had it not been for the ituythaastiblu 
mines of South Anjerica: their precious metals have, 
by various ehacncls, been conveyed to the cast, from 
whence they never telnrn it la singular, that the dis¬ 
covery of the new world by Coluittbus, from whcuce 
proceeds this influx of gold and silver to Europe, was 
nearly at the sanifc period when Vasco de Gama opened 
the trade to India by thdf Cape of Good Hope. 

Having accompanied the English chief on a public 
visit to the nabob of Surat, I will endeavour to describe 
the court etifjuctte at an oriental durbar. The chief 
wcBt in state, attended by the tuemUerji of council, 
Bids-<lu-csinip. and other officers, preceded by a de¬ 
tachment of Etiropcan infantry, the British coleurs, 
and other insignia appropriido to his station. The 
castle gnt» fired a royal salute} and on approaching 
the Durbar, the naholi's troops were rvmly to receive us. 
The naib, or viiier, with the naboh s brother, me* ifte 
chief iu the inner court, and tondiictcd him to the 
hall of andicnce, W'here lie wns aentcnl on ilia nabob’s 
right-hand; the other gcntltfuen, m eWrs, acconliiig 
to tlieir respective stuiions. On iiia left were the naib, 
the nabob's sons, brotber, and officers of state, .i^tcr 
a coniplimentary discourse, and a few political qut^ 
tions, we were scived with coffee, in small pprajLuo 
cups, placed in silver saucers, and 1005^after with 
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of p^rfum^d ftherb^c: the iiuljoti theti presented 
the chief with m\ Ambifla horse, ii duiitiond riogi uud 
aovrrat pieces af gold md silver keemcab i hi» attend¬ 
ants broiiglt! to eticb of the gentlemen a present of 
sihawLs, keomcabj or timsliD^ suited to thetr nink ; the 
ceremony eoneluded by pres en ring pawn, or betel-inii^ 
folded up in a leaf of bcielj with cbiiDant^ jiud spice^ 
fastened by a clove: this is the usnal incHcatiou of the 
visit being terminatid. The nabob attended !iia guests 
t-o the liQTtom of the stepP 9 leiitling from the dtirbar to 
ihe area^ and at parting took each by the liiind; bis 
eldest sou and brotlier itecornpiinied us to the outward 
gat e, and Eook leave in the saute uianncr* 

Tlie tertnluiLtlou of the m on Lill y fast of Kamodjn^ 
one of the strictest ordiuHnees in the MahouiedtULre* 
Hginn, afforded lue an opportunity of sccLHg the nabob 
go in state to the jiimai uiusjodt or pricicipa] mosque : 
a ceremony be always paHhrtus on the appearance of 
the new moon dlter the Ramadan; in which month 
the MusAulmanis believe the Koran wsis from 

heavetij and obaen'e the fast whh great austerity^ 

^Hie procession left the durbar at nine o'clock iu tlic 
morning, led by the ciijccj ii venerlLhlc Mahouiedou 
priest, followed by a train of urtillery, with two ffags 
on each gnn^ carriage ; an oftiecr bearing the sacred 
standard of green silk* embroidered with gold, and 
mounted on an okphant;, sumaonded by young men 
with amuJl banners, form*! the first divlsiuu. 'fhen 
come ii detflchiaenj. of JifoguJ infiuitry^ with a band of 
martial music, preceding the Bcldcea, or Mahoinedan 
caffrees, favourite slaves and chief officers of the nabob, 
mounteci on eatcellent horses, richly caparisoned ; the 
scidcKi art generally natives of Abyssinia, adopted into 
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thcfemily of tlie rich Moguls, and often murried lo their 
diuightiirs. Aficr them came ii coinp^my of English 
troopas followed liy an rlepUsml^ and cainel-'i carrying 
kcttle-dniijJ^ and mnaiclansi with othcra ou horseback; 
I bene were succeeded by itn Eiiglu h genticnian of the 
council at Sitra^ in a ^tatc patankeerij. representing the 
East India Cotnpiinyj as governor of the castle^ and 
adiiiiral of the Moguls fleet; the nabob's empty pa- 
hiIIkeen and earrioges went before bis two aona, 
inoutited Oil Arabian chargers* irunjediafely prcccdiog 
the elephant on which hia highness enthroned in 
a splendid houdaljj with bis priiuipal attendaui in a 
separate ajiurttnent behind t the nabob was ricldy 
dresaedj and his furbrin adorned with jewels: the cover¬ 
ing of the hoiidah and caparison of the elcphitni, were 
scarlet anti gold. The huxey* or general of the juriny* 
at the hend of a select body* dosed the proccHsion^ 

This inagnificeot cavalcade only oocnrriiig once a 
ycar^ wilh very gratifying to a stranger j hut I was still 
more delighted with the company 1 accidentally met 
on the occasion. A friend procured me a jirojeeting 
window in one of the principal streets to view the 
apcctode; wherv I was soon accosted Jjy an ohi 
duennaj to desire I would either turn my hack, or 
walk down atsiirs, while some Mogul ladies passed 
through the room in their wny to an adjoining latticed 
diainbm knowing the neiiirssity of oljedicnce, I pre^ 
ferred looking out of the window , and kept my station : 
hut at the sound of footsteps I was lenipted to |icep 
behind mci when I only beheld the careful matron 
holding up a thick vcib to screen her charge: a (jimtkr 
curiosity to see an English stranger hrongbt them ^o 
the Sntticc; fortunately, one of the parly had known 
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btforc, which itidticed her to IfrcEik throfigh u\i 
«atfibLiahcd cu^toui* imil pay me a visit, acrotiipmietl 
by one of ihi- greatest heauties I ever beheld ; her age 
did not exceed fifteen ? her form was perfectj lief fra- 
turcs regular, and hor antelope eyes of brilliant 

Instre; althougE; falfcr than the generality of Indian 
feiniilr^, neither the rose nor the lily adorned luT tom- 
plexion, yet the hrnnette tint ruther enriched than tin- 
paired the sofmeas and delicacy of her skin ; grace 
was in all her steps^*" rind her whole deportment elegant 
and courteous. 

This young beauty excelled in persouiil charms, l>ut 
was not so superbly attired as her friend^ whoiu I has* 
tily sketched, as a specimen of a well-dressed ^logiil. 
Her drawers, of green satin fiowered with gold, were 
seen under a ehennse of transparent gauze, reathing to 
her slippers, richly cnibroidered: a vest of pale blue 
satin, edged with gold, sat close to her shape, which 
an upper rolic of striped silver musliti,, full and 
flowing, displayed to great advantage: a netted veil 
of crimson silk, flowered with silver, fi.:ll carelessly 
over her long braided hair, combed smooth, and 
divided from the forehead, where a duster of jewels 
was fastened by strings of sted-pejirl : her ear-ring« 
were large and handsome, that in her nose, according 
to our idea pf omaincnt, less becoming: die Asiatic 
ladies arc extremely fond of the nose-jewel, and it is 
mentioned amemg the Jewish trinketH in the old tes^ 
toment; a necklace m intermingled rows of peark and 
gold covered her bosom, and sevctnl strings of large 
peurU wert: suspended from an embroidered ginlle set 
with dimnonds: bniceleCs of gold and conil reached 
from her wrist to the elbow, golden chains encircled 
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her micirs, mid nil her toes find Gngoi^ wem adorned 
with vdu^Lblc rlogQ. Like most of tlie orieotid fe¬ 
males, of all religions^ her eyes ^tfc tinged hy u Ijluck 
drdL% formed with the powder of imdiuQnyi wbieh 
provinces ii refm&hingcoolncsst gJvcs the eye addtiional 
lustre, and is thoiiglit to be a geneml improvement to 
Asiatic beauty. 

The slippers, gi^^dJe, and other parts of the Mogul 
dress, of both sexes, are embroidered sviili gold, silver^ 
and coloured silks, upau velvet, satin, or scarlet doth; 
the jama is often richly embroideretl | this is the name 
fjf the riiushn robe, worn by Hindoos and Muhoinedims, 
which fulls in full folds from the waist to the feet \ the 
npjicr part as tuadc to fit the body, and crossing over 
tile liosoui, is tied on the left side by the Hindoos, and 
bj the Mahotnediins on the right, llic veil is an elo^ 
gam jwirt of the female dress; and has been so esteemed, 
from tbe time of Rcbekah to the present diij" Homer 
frcifucntly mentions it as ao omainent of Grccinn and 
Trojan beauty, 

** A vtiil iraaalaccnt^ o'er her bruw£ ind|j]ay'ib 
Her be.']ii[y iintJ to dinde/' 

\Vc were ac^jiiaiutcd w'hb n ynnng Persian, a Icm- 
poriiry resident at Barnche, who one day brought his 
wife in our garden dm use on a to uiy sister, wdiicli 
scrrtiefl productive of inuidi novelty and pleasure to 
bmli ]kirues: on taking leave they iiiutoally exchanged 
presenrs ^ tlic Perstnn lady presented my sister with a 
veil of purple silk-nei, embroidered witii silver^ such 
as ihe hlogubi wear either to cover the face, or to 
throw hack as an omaiiu^nt. 

The art of embroidery is of gnat iuuirjiiiry, as we 
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lefim from sac red and profan l* hintDry: ilic dresa of 
tbi’ princea and nobles in Homer’s time resembled the 
jama, girdle, and kincob draweo^ flowered witb gold 
and silver, now worn by tbe Moguls. 

Soeb is tbe analogy between ancient (ind modern 
usages in ibc oriental world; where things are much 
Jess liable to change than in Europe, espcciully among 
the females, whose manners and customs keep them 
in a secluded state: yet the higher cbisaea enjoy vfi- 
rions pleasures in the baram ; and many of tlietii con¬ 
firm Lndy Worlley Montague’s account of the ladies 
in Turkey, where no w'Oinan, of what rank soever, 
is permitted to go into the streets without two tnur- 
iins, one that covers her face, all hut her eyes; aud 
another, that bides the whole dress of her head, and 
hangs half way down her back : their shapes arc also 
wholly concealed by a thing csdled u _/cffgee, which so 
efleetuoJIy disguises thctii, that there is no disungnisb- 
ing the lady from her slave; it is impossible for the 
most jealous husband to know bis w ife when he meets 
her; and no man dare touch or follow a woman in 
the street. 'The great ladies Behloin h*! tlicir gallants 
know' who they are, and it is so diflicult to find out, 
that they can very seldom guess at her name, whom 
they have corresponded with for helf a year together ” 

Nor must we suppnae, because neither the Hindoo 
nor Mahomedun women are allowed to cat with the 
nicD, etthcT ut pitbbe festivals or family meals, that 
they arc abstemious in the haruru; on tiic contrary 
tlicy have very expensive entertainments in their own 
apartments: thus it was among the Grcckij and Per- 
nians; when Ahasuerus king of Persia made a royal 
banquet for his nobles, \’'ashti the fjuccn gave u feast 
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to tlic wDiJicM til the royal hoti»i'. Miiilli.'t, ihc Fronch 
conBiil lit Giiiroj was itiTitcd to a itiagDififcnt enter- 
tninment ijivpn bv the Basha on the drcuriicision of 
Ills sou, at which oil the great tisen in that jiart of 
Egypt were present; nt the same time the expense in 
the ladies" npartinents alifounted to nearly as iiinch as 
the public festival; there being the sanie liberalities, 
the same pleusurtis^ the same ubuiidaneCj that nppi'uretl 
out of the haram." 

The despotism and uvaricc of the Indian sovereigns 
generally prevent their subjects from making timt dis¬ 
play of fortune, which wealth and situntion authorize 
in other countries; consequently, within decayed ]>r- 
lat'es, ruinous courts, and closed gutCfi, in niodcin 
urientij cities, it is not uncommon to hud a house aud 
garden fitted up in good style: this contrast was fre- 
cjuent among the Nnhoh’s Hubjccts in ifiimt; thost* 
who bail claimed the English protection better enjoyed 
the gifts of fortune. 

During iny visit at that city, a young getitleniati 
conversant lit the Persian lirnguagc. Lad an oppirtti- 
nitv of rendering an essential service to a Mogul 
widow of distiiiettoD; who, in ronsequenee of somt! 
deeds falsely translatwl, and misrepresented by the 
Mahoitiedan lawyers, wai involved in a long scries of 
trottlde and exjwnse: fixira tlie imtnanc impulse of 
rescuing a rc8]>ectable family from such chicanery, he 
interested himself io the cause, revealed the truth, and 
reinstatwl the lady in her fortune. Not haviug seen 
her generous benefactor during the whole transaction, 
an d desirous of acknowledging the obligation, she re¬ 
quested an interview. 

The young Englishman was conducted to a mined 
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edifice in a solitury part uf iJie outer city, whicli ap¬ 
peared to laive been an appendage to sonic niagnificent 
mansion: passing through the portui and dark nar¬ 
row pisaagcs couiiiion in eastern houses, he entered a 
sjiiicioua court, adorned witJi rountains, shaded by in- 
umrind trees, anrt double tuberoses, the pride of 
Surat gardens j this led to an open jmvtlion sur¬ 
rounded by ji vcnuida, and overlooking a (tirthcr gar¬ 
den Ifj a simibr taste, terminsited by a luilJ elegantly 
furnished with mirrors, carpets, and Ferstau paiiitings i 
above were iho family apartments. Here mv fripiid 
was served with aberUct, fruit, fiowers, and a'hooka. 
The tiHcndiinta withdrew on the approach of their 
Indy, richly dressed and closely veiled j she rntered 
with a gniceful dignity t from Hie overflowing of a 
gratefnJ heart conimcnoed an interesting converaiuion, 
iiud presenting him wiih ottali of roses, and a vaJuahIc 
jewel, Bcenied hurt at his rcfnsJiL Young and thongliU 
less, he made a transition from the brilliiint geu^ to 
her antelope eyes, sparkling through the veil; mid, 
from !i mDiiicQiary impulse, renuested he might be¬ 
hold a foimtenantc irradiated hy her superior mind : 
unwilluig to deny the ouly favour he seemed inclined 
to nempt, she withdrew' her veil, and displiivtid a fuec 
Stdl decked with youthful Moom, delicate features 
and Gue expression: in this sioguJar situahou the 
enamoured Euglishmim liegan a subject not easy to 
nmtakc, m tin* warui strains of the Persian lUid Ara¬ 
bian poets ; to which she ut first vouchsafed a smile; 
hut assuming a digniGed air, and impressive Inngu,i..e 

she assured him that the deen ^nna/v i i ^ 
l,n^l -1 j . sense of her obligiuioti 

.«(! 1.I0M mdowd hrr ,0 A viafe f,„.„ ctaWisicil c,,,- 
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own honotJT, veneration to lier Iiiisljftnd’s njcmot)-, and 
iiintLToal example to her ehildn'ti, w'oultl ever regulate 
tuT conduct; dial he miglii not, how^orerj think her 
ungratefuli she appointed another meeting the next 
evening. 

Eneonraged hy so flattering m invitation^ the 
amoroui? youth repaired to ihe puvilloDi foimcf everv 
thing Lu the &ame style of elegsmce and hospitalityi 
mid in the further siiIodd \\m received hy a lady, 
whom he aceo^ted as the mistress of the honse^ until, 
throwing off her veil, he discovered a heantifnl Mogul, 
young, Witty, and elegant, who entertained him at the 
pavilion, while the widow imcl her children were visit¬ 
ing at a distiiiit villa. He never afterw^ardi dii^covered 
hh lovely ineognitii, nor eouJd he, eonsi^tent with pro¬ 
priety, continue his visits in a Mogul family. 

\Ve rimat not too hiistily condemn this gniteful Mii^ 
homcdaii, nor Judge her condnet by the deeonun of 
female manners in England, or the purl tv of the 
Christian religion; her rdneation hud been different, 
and the oriental standard of propriety is more relaxed 
thiin oiir Qvm.^ on the present occasion gratitude pre- 
doiiiiuiited over every other considemdon. 

In the vicinity cif so populous end opulent n city as 
Snrafy the country is highly culfrvated, and a fertile 
soil amply repays the farmer; the fields, gentirally en¬ 
closed, and tlie hedgea planted with mango and tama¬ 
rind trees, produce wheat, rice, juarre, hahjerec, rtnd 
other Indian grains; hixurinntly diversified by crops 
of cotton, hemp, tobacco, plants for dying, and a va¬ 
riety of seeds for expressing lamp oil; particularly the 
erindah, or palmu-christi, wdiich is also much esteemed 
for medfclual virtuea. Tlie wheat-fields afforded me 
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great fleliglit; they were tbc fir^t I had se«*ii since tnj 
cicpiirturt from Enghiml, and the hsmest had begun: 
the corn is trodden out by oxen;, walking otct tlie 
cats, as described by Hoinep, 

** Where rouDiLiuiLl round, with never-varied pairij 
Tlie tntinpliiij> steEtrs beat oui tlf unnumber'd grijBi/* 

The gardens prodi^ce cabbages^ edtjliflow^erja, pease^ 
french-beans^ nrtii hnkcSj usparaguB, potatoes, carrotB, 
lumipa, lettuce^ and saladsj in iibuDihiJiCG aJid perfec¬ 
tion ; besides a variety of indigenous roots and vege¬ 
tables. Atuong otlier tiacfid prod net ions is a vcgetii- 
ble soapj called ombih j the nuts grow in clusters on 
a wild tree, nncl the kernels, when made into it paste, 
arc prererred to cotumon soap for wnsbiug sbawb, ailk, 
and embroidery j it lathef!? in salt water, und on that 
account is valitEible at sea, where coiuinoii soap ia of 
little use: retah, another vegetable soap, in ilic vici¬ 
nity of Sumt, has ibe same property^ 

The wood-apple^ a fruit unknown at Bond»iijv grows 
on a large tree, in perpetual verdures und, like many 
in the tornd zone^ is covered at the same time with 
blossoms and ripe fruit; the apple is circular, heavy, 
and the size of an orange, huriging perpend iculurly at 
the eitremity of long slender branches^ bending with 
their weight j which gives the tree a beautiful tippcar- 
once: the fruit siuclb like a mellow apple, but on 
breaking the wooden shell, w^e find an acid pulp^ full 
of seeds, eaten only by the poorer Diitives* Under the 
shades of these trees, and of the banian and taiuarind 
grovesj the weavers every morning fix their lootiis, and 
remove tfiem in the evening: they are constnictcd 
with the grciitest siiiiplieity: it is astonishing Itow 
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ffW Tuaterialfl are required to fitliricdte the luo^t ite- 
IicHte niU2?lim. 

The lanca near Surat ufTord dclighiFul ride^ i the 
eye wanders over extensive scenes of cultivation^ vil¬ 
lages, farms, and lakes, embellished by the nyttijihea 
in erery pleasiug variety: the likes abound with 
W'atcr-fowl; the fields are enlivened by part ridges, 
quaib, and green pigeons j and the niEingo groves 
filled w illi inonkeySj aquirrels^ and peacocks. Parrots, 
larks, doves, amadavods, toDhties^ and huibnis, enliven 
the walks; hut gay plumage generally supersedes me¬ 
lody III the Asiatic birds; tlie atoaduvads are verj^ 
eniidl, beautifully mrayed in scarlet, yellow, brown, 
and wdiite; I have seen a hundred together In a cage, 
hut never t^vo of them marked idjkcj, and one only 
sings ut u time, in ti low simple note. The tonhlee, a 
pretty bird, is so ealted from a ujonoionoiis rcptultion 
of Its own name, like the cuckoo m EnglsuifL 

The suiTOun<Iing plains uljoutid with deer, antelopes^ 
hares, and feathered game: the ciistem bills, wild and 
woody, are Iulc«tcd by tigera, leopards^ hyemis, wolves, 
Eiud other ferocious animals, whom hunger impels to 
commit depredations in cidtivmed tracts near the city. 
The principal I^logiiLs at Surat keep llitw In uic^ 
tiagenes; panicidarly the Icopartl rheeta^ and syah 
gush, which aflbrd them ujucli diversiuri in hunting 
antelopes^ 

The tiger, leopnnl, and hyena are well known in 
Europe, and therefore iietil no miiuite description; 
ihe hirgest hyena I ever saw* was in the nahob^s me¬ 
nagerie; his hcatl rt^iuhkd that of a w olf, hut more 
fierce and ugly: the body partook of the wolf and 
hog, tcivercd by long hrisily hair, of a ila^ky gray 
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cuJdiir^ t'otifuscdly alripcd ■ftith blacks Tlic liyii 
m\il ta be tbe moat saviige mid feroemru uf qmiclru- 
piida; when enraged hs aspect la hi den us. JackalLs 
aboimd in tlie coiiiilry round Sunttj and liiint in lutgc 
j^eks. The panther, Icoptirdi^ and cheelOj ure of the 
flfttne gcniui aa the royal tigers but §uiaUcr| and differ 
in Laying the skin atioUed inatend of atriped: tliesc 
spots vary in each apccic^ ; in the paniber tuid Icrpard 
several small black apois encircle a mark of brig I it 
orange colour, on a Selcl of paler hue; the chcctai 
feiis jubata^ ia disthigiiisLed by black spots only, on a 
yellowish browiL 

In my original letter from Surat, lu the year ir7"2, 
I had wfitlcn an account of the cbeeta-bnut; but the 
friend to whom I am indebted for many intereating 
oecnrrcncea in this pubJicatiDDi favoured me with the 
following €i^xmct from his journal ut Cambay; which, 
froiij a keen sportsman, h uiore ucciirale and enter¬ 
taining dian any thing 1 can offer: 

**The diveriion of Imiiting with the cbactu is much 
adjiiired and pursued by the princes and chief tains of 
Hiiidostan, Ixtth Mahomedans and HindooSj excepting 
Br.iliminfl. Tlie ebeeta, ihongh of the leopard species, 
differs from it materially, although confounded with 
that animal by Oudbn, imd ^other naturalists. In 
height the checta cousidenihly exceeds the leopard^ 
and greatly cxci^ls it in form and beauty. Its head is 
scnalliT in proportion; its eyes are browni or 
without ail nppearanee of vicc^ it^ itpots ate black and 
solid, not iu circles; its luody is tong, loins slender, 
cheat deep, Icgsj straight and taper, and its paws not 
larger than those of a common-sized dog; its tail is 
long and grorcfijllY turned# The cbcela is os much 
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superior to t!)0 Itopard in the dorility and getiorosity 
of i(a nature, us in the clegnijcc of ha shape, 

“The chcct.!. is a native of many parts of HinUostan, 
but those of Giizcmt arc Dioat cstecnicHt j two of them 
were euught for and sent to me as a present, by a chief 
of that province. They were brought to me soon 
ai'tcr they were caught, which w'as eflected hy digging 
deep pits, and covering them over with boughs, tii'nr 
the {ilacei they frecjiieuted, which are casiiy diacovered 
by certain trees, against which they arc very fond of 
rubbing themselves. If they are caught young iitid 
brought up by hand, ttiey prove good for notliiiig, and 
lose that degree of activity and fierceness, wliieh cha- 
mctcrizo tiiosc jirornrcd after having provided prey for 
tlietiisdvcs in a wild state. 

“Ouc of those cheetns was broke in after he caiuc 
to me, and was in the space nf twelve months ;is 
faniilmr as a dog, ami would follow: his keeper loose 
through the streets of Cambsiy; lliongh, from tlie 
apprchcnsinii of his kilting goats and other tmiie 
nnimais, be was generally led hy a chain: his common 
allowance offood is five stir, or something more than 
four pounds of solid mutton every day, cxa‘j>t that 
preceding the day on which he hunts, when he ia kept 
from food. 

"I ahull now describe tlic mctlioil of hunting with 
this animal: a reytiklu, or Indian carriage, called by the 
English n hackery, as introdneed into the drawing, is 
attached to the clicctn; on ihia cart, wliich is dravni 
hv pAcn, he Iciipfl from ciisloiii without hesitation: 
he ts tlirn hooded, and bis keeper, sitting by him, 
secures him hv a string through his coJbir on tin: neck; 
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ID thin niattner he is eoDireycd to tlic scene of jiction, 
having II belt round his loitiSj tin? use of wliich will he 
licrcaftci' cspUiincd. 

Antelopes arc very common in the noiilifrn parts 
of Gnsicrat, and there is aultloni any doulit of sport: 
when The game is descrieil, the sportsmen generally 
leave their horses and attendants, nnd get on Lactieries, 

or country carts, like that of the ehccta, as being less 
likely to alarm the antelopes; all the followers on foot 
likewise keep close iHsliind the hackeries j for, ex^ 
elusive of the circumsliLnce of friglitening the game, 
the cheeta himself is apt to he alanncd, when carried 
ont to a hunt, Uy a crowd, w hich lie might disregard in 
the town and so strongly has instinct implained in 
him the fear of man, nnd the consciousness of his being 
ohnoxioirs to him, that should u person appear at n 
distance in a line with the game, he will scarce ever 
run ; hut it should he remiirked, that the introduction 
of the horses and attendants is only a favour allow-ahle 
after the game is killed. 

“ Every sportsniim being thos mounted on his vehicle, 
they proceed in puranit of the antelopes, iiml the sub- 
set/uent manccu^Tes depend upon the nature of the 
country : if it is womly, tlie cheeta may be iinhooded 
at any distancefor the ustodishing sagacity of the 
animal catbing his impulse to rim, on first getting 
sight, he leaps carefully off the cart, and creeps on with 
the fjreatt'Ht cunning from bush to bush, narrowly ob¬ 
serving the game, and most artfully avoiding discovery. 
If bv tliese means he cjin get witliiu the distance of 
nlxjnt seventy yartla, he riwliea forth at full speed, and 
seldom misses. This nictliod is by far the most enter- 
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talning, it dUcqycra the unimul [□ every point of 
view, and shows the extettt utid turn of hia force nod 
genma. 

“If the cfacctn 6nila that he cutioDt proceed un- 
(liacovcrcd, or If he perceives the giiuic to he ulurrncd, 
he crouches, and lica eloae to the ground ■ tlms posted 
the hack erica take a circuit, leaving the cheetH, and 
getting on the other side of tite autclojiea ^ and then, 
edglug down, urge them towards the ajubuacade, which 
if tlicy pass within the distance of seventy or eighty 
yards, there is every rfoson to expect success. 

“A third Tiiethod is in a hare and open country, 
where we are frci|uently obliged to follow' the gtune 
aonictiriic before wo can get within distance; in which 
ciisc the huntsman studiously avoids getting (o wiud- 
wurd i and endeavours hy traversing to force the 
antelopes to run across Inm, at which time the eliccta 
is most likely to follow them; for, although he may Iw 
previously within distance, he genenvlly hesitates, even 
when unliooded, to tjuit his cart, if the game is stand¬ 
ing still, or looking towards him when he hits no 
cover to conceal himself. But sometimes, with every 
advantage of dUtunee, the cheeta tvill not run, a ad in 
this respect, so trying to an eager sportsman, be is 
very inferior to the dog, who never fails to do his 
utmost. When the chectii resolvea to exert hiiuwlf, 
his velocity is astonishing •, for although the antelope is 
esteemed the swiftest species of Uic deer, and the course 
generally begins at the distance of sevi niy or eighty 
yards, yet die game is usually caught, or else niakei 
iiis escape, within the space of three or four hundred 
yards, the chectu seldom running a grcatiT diAtance, 
ami in that 1 have measured ri'peatcd Btrok'^s of sewn 
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paces. On coming up with the game. cspceiallF if li 
doe or a fawn, it is difficult to describe the celerity 
with which it overthrows its prey. But the attack of 
na old buck is a n)ore anluoiiH tiisk; hia great strength 
sometinics enables him to make a hard struggle, though 
Hchlom with success; for, although I have known a 
buck tn get loose two or three times, yet 1 never saw 
one escape after having been fairly aeiised, 

®T1jc cheeta, on overtaking the deer, by a moat 
powerful and dcstroiis use of its paw', overthrows it, 
and in the same instaat seizes it by the throat; whan, 
if it is voung, or a doe, as iilready observed, it doc’s 
not f|uit its hold until he finds the respinttion cease; 
hut if it is a buck, whose neck is very thick and pow'er- 
ful, he is obliged to he more cautiniis, and to avoid in 
the struggle not only a blow from the horns, which 
from the mere convulsive motion of terror and agony, 
might be very dangerous ; hut from the hoo&, whose 
shBi|ii]cs 9 renders them equally so: the artful care 
with which he avoids these weapons is truly astonish¬ 
ing: the deer thus seized by the throat, loses all 
eiipiicity of struggling, and in the interim the cheeta. 
keeper comes up, and instantly cuts the tliroat of the 
antelope, it being on abomination among the ila- 
hoiiicdatis, as with the Jews, to cat an animal killed in 
any way but with the knife. Tlie cheeta finding da: 
nnimul dead, would commence the work of laceratiott, 
which he generally begins lie tween the htuder tegs, 
hut is prevented by his keeper, who either catches the 
bluod from his throat in a ludle kept for that piirfiosi*, 
Sind presents it to him to lap, or nimbly cuts oJl' tlnr 
lust joint of tlie leg, and putting it into his mouth, he 
leaves him employed with it, and i|mck]y rarries of 
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the frame, to secure it behlad tlie hackery- The chei^ta 
liiivitifr amused liinii^tlf with hi^ Indie or bnne, hfs 
keeper lends hiiu to the cart, Mhieh he Rsceufls wirli- 
out taking any further notice of the though tied 

c!o3c under hh nose, 

^^Thift is the n>o<Je generally juactised when we 
intend to puisne our s[>ort; and 1 have hilled four iin- 
telopea lii one mornings but when it is the intention 
to proceed no further^ the ehecta has a handsome share 
of the deer limt killed- It fiOmctiniei happens that (he 
cheela 13 thrown out, nud misses his prey; he then 
lies down, and the keeper drives the haekery to him: 
disappointment sometinies sours his temper, and he 
shows signs of anger, hut I never saw them attended 
with any danger. Tbe kcc]yer, after soothing him i\ 
little, takes him hy the col lari round his neck and waist, 
and conducts him to the cart, cm which he readily 
leaps. I have heard of accidents happening on these 
oeciLsianfij ljut I never saw one, or a likelihood of one, 
though I always made a point of being ncsir the animal, 
Imtli lifter seizing and missing. 

“ One of my cheetah having frequently disappointed 
me by refusing to run, 1 resolved to keep him without 
food until he killed for himself; but ahliongh 1 bid 
him out every day iu sight of game, he fori vEl me to 
keep my resolution until the eighth day; when he ran 
with surprizing velocity, and killed a black buck; 
though he had not ate any thing during the wdiolc 
time.^' 

The Moguls train uuothcr beast for jintclope-hiitu- 
ingj calh^d the syah-giish, or hladi-ciu^ 1 will eh appears 
to Tjc the same os ihe caraciJ, or Persian lynx, fclis 
caraoil. The syah-^g^i?h rcsciuhlea the ly^^F hut is 
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isumllcr, ami loss ficrec; wltb « more pointed head, imd 
rcmarknldy long ears, tufted with hh«:k, its gt^iienJ 
colour is a reddiah brown; in the ebact* it stflord!* 
iinub ai..jscjiieat, and is employed in the piirauil of 
herons, uuUunis, mnes, and largi* birds. 

Porcupines urt- met with in most pirts of HindosUin ; 
tlicy arc generally about two feet long, and one in 
height, ill uppearaiice reBcmbling the hedgehog; except 
that the prickles of the latter are on the porennine 
hard pointed fiiulU, which cover the whole body in 
difrcfcnt lengths, frora one to fifteen inches; the por- 
€U[tiiics are very destructive in gardens; they select 
the niecst fmit within their reach, and will pass over 
licds of coumion vegetables, to devour the lettuce, 
cuciiiubei', Frcncli-iiciins, atul other delicacies; wheu 
rflasted, their flesh biis the appearance and flavour of 
|wrk; I have frequently dined on this animal, as 
also on the ijntdl land-totoiac: both very common in 
Guzerat. 

My walks from Surat were often directed to the 
vilhigc of Pulparrii, pleasantly situated on the banks of 
the Tappee, and famous for its seminaries of Brahmins: 
the drooping hranches of the iHiiiian trees, jdaiited on 
the steep hanks, overshadow' the steps leading to the 
sacred stream, for the convenience of ablutions, and 
spread a solemn gloom around the Hindoo temples 
and altars, which abound in this spot. Piilparra is 
esteemed peculiarly holy; it is the general resort of 
. reeluse Brahmins, aad gymliosophists of various de¬ 
scriptions : there also, at stated seasoos, the other 
tribes of Hindoos repair to bathe, and ofliT their 
flowery sacrifices; the sacred edifices and groves arc 
strewed with the cluimpa, mogree, and nyuiphca ; and 
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<dtta'r»‘9 and itriwort the Td^e. and PrttMiMI 

tef td'owdt'ii vilh vi^itort io ht-hoM tlitt'^nt^feritct'Of 
"titepi* <^••^•l^t«tlr; wlio, forptniii^ they wre crnitcd, 
for aiHivr anti u'^fnl Hfe* endued’ vKh^'lSl^iffluiitr lo 
improve tlietr Talenis oiitl enfrv nitnjWllWjirtt 
roowme thrrr dara in stupid indnkudie: or ini^lct i''i 
ihtTijaclrw re penanci? ond eruel iorttir<% in 
of rmtlfTinp tJieuiifti'lvra ant’ptdhle to tbeir di’i|if»» 
fniWjaie of iirtioriinri; tu rorjft-rfidnr’'' *rf Bfin;; 
trlioic- tender inciritTt arr on?r iJt liis wnrka. 

Tlie 'hodit*a of flie" rtt'^'eaied HitidL'ifeaifss i irui eI 
Pnlpnrra, and iht ir ashes '^'r tliii si 5 r rd 

part of ihfc riVeFTTitrrr aUo tUeir-s^id rretjurntsy 
iitfrnolate ilienise'Ivftj oir the fimrnd pile of liitir 
fiiiabdjids. Hcrodoiati mentions u 9jini*ir pr^w^tke 
uuiotii^ tho Criiaf^uiaost wln_n* 'iJcrsorj had 

aevemt ivivea; and on the derease of the htishand, n 
^rent contest ensued to determine which of them had 
been host beloved; she, to whom that honour was 
aacrihed, was gaudily dressed,, and then saertfieedr by 
her unirest relation, on the tomb of her husband, with 
whom she was afetrwards bunt'd; not to be elected 
was denned an uffiietion by the surviving wives, atltl 
WHS imputed lo them as a diBgracc,'* Tliis idea cer¬ 
tainly pnmdLs among the Hindoos; the luemoiy of 
the wife who hums herself is venerated; the widow 
who snrvires her hushatid ts condemned to a sort of 
domestic slavery. No immolation of a Hindoo widow 
took plat* during loy nesidence at Sorat; nor wa# I 
crer an eye-witness of this eslraordinary sacrifice, I 
hare heard many relations, and read several authentic 
mannscripts of the interesting scene; but none more 
sntisCitrtory than the fidlowing letter from one of 
vot, 1* > 
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nijr nkdioit fiientb, a y^J^wig Bralinim go 

throQgli tJic drt^u^fnJ ordeal, and thm fcTJiDglj^ de- 
Kcnbpfi it* 

“ I wriii ha^^tily siimixioned by a Brahmin friend 
yt* 5 *crdayj abont five in the evening, to be a apecLataf 
of this ^adful ceremony* Soon after my coiidnctor 
myanlf had quitted t!ie hoiiHe* we were informed 
that the sfitie€ (the name ^given to these female 
victiim)^ had pmed by j and we soon traced her route 
by thi* gi/toi, Of rosc-coioiired powder, she had throvrn 
afiiitod her, atid the hetei-lea^ whieb^ iis is usual on 
thcfte oecastiina, she had !ii;uttered* 

“ She had reached that port of the river ftet apart 
for rtdigioiia abhitto^ before we arrivcil, and, having 
performed her last ceremony of thi^i kind, was sitting 
on the margin of the slrenfn: over her was liebl an 
afiufagheer, or stattf umbrella; an attemlimt fimticd 
her with a wag ing Teil, and she was surrounded by her 
TclationSj friends^ and select BniliminSj, the populace 
being kept aloof hy a guard froni the govemiaenL In 
this sitnution she distributed two thousanc^ rupees 
among the BmJirnins^ and the jewels with which 
she was decorated to her fnendsj rt'serving only the 
ttose-ring, enJIed Inilawk, and the funcekua on her 
wrists. 

^ My potriion prevented mj Aceing more of her 
(ban her iisinds, the palms of which being joined* 
they were npliftcd in an attitude of invoralionV omitt¬ 
ing therefore pbee, I removed to fln eminence^ 
which gave me an opportunity of observing the con¬ 
struction oJ tlie funertd pile^ and commanding the 
path-way by which 1 oiidenitond she would approach 
It r the spot chosen for its irection wfu^ about forty 
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yard-'^ froin tlie riviT* dirertly frdDt of her iw she 
aat: when I came up, the frutpi? alotie ft-jis mUed^ 
it consisted of four uprights^ each about ten feet 
high- Its length was a1>aui nlnn* uUil the breadth 
of it under six; from near the top of the iipnghta 
was suspended^ by ropes, a roof of slender rafters 
laid lengthwlac, paral!^ with each other; on thbi were 
soon placed as many Utllcts as it seemtHl capable of 
beating, while beneath^ a pile wels ruined of more buh- 
stnntial dtnbers to the height of four feet; thii again 
was covered over witl?^hiindle8t)f the straw caDed enr- 
wee, and bushes of. d^^iil^e, one of the bacred plants 
of the Hindoos-; thf sides uiid one end being then 
closed np with thg sanie^utcrj^ls^ the other end wa^i 
left open, formed ftn cntriin^^ 

** The disrital ieneinent b^ng irfns coiupletcd, soon 
after the widow ro^ mid came forward, walking 
amidst her frienrlb without supportshe approached 
the door, jmd there having paid ^nie further devo- 
fioDs for the occasion^ retind a few paces^ and sat en- 
ri rclqd ■ li ^'fore, 

** The diAd body was now brought from the water- 
side, w‘hi?rTcr it had hitherto Liin^ and deposited within 
the hollow itf the pile; several swcct-iueins were put 
in after it, and'a liirge [Mipcr bag, coniaining riitier 
flower or the dust of sandal wooel- 11-le wndow' rising, 
walked three times slowly round the pile; when, seat- 
iOff herself on a Hiunll square stone^ placed opposite 
the enttwne^ ;i«?eptfd and rcturnci] the endciif- 
njcnts of her friends with gn^at serenity: this done, 
she again stood up, and having slroketl tier right 
hand in an affectionate maruicr over the head* of her 
dfumt relfltions and intiiuate frieads, with a gentle 
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incliniiiioti of Sier person towards thorn, she let her 
arm foil rau'.itl their nwta in a fwint otiibmce, and 
tiirnetl from them. Now, with her hands indc^ 
raised to heaven, but her eyes east, in a gilarc of nb- 
striictioii; deep into that ciwe of anguish which waited 
her, she stood aw'hile n piteous statue!—good God, 
hare mercy on her’ At length, withont altering a 
ft-atnre, or the least agitation of her frame, she 
ascended the threshold unassisted, and entering the 
cave, lay down on the right side of her husband's 
corpse; yicldiug ber t Adcr body, in the full merldiao 
of its youth and beauty, a viitiin to a biirharoos and 
cruelly cousecmtcic] rrmr uf deluded faith 1 

As soon as llie'victim ^ntered, she was shut from 
otir view by several liuudles of straw, wHth which the 
aperture was clo^jcd ; and all the actors in this tragic 
scene seemed to vie vflth each other who should fie 
most forward in hurrying it to a conclttsiou. Id the 
.wrae instuut the air was darkened by a cloud of gul.ol; 
the ConJs Ijcing cut which sustained the roof, it imracw 
diately fell to' crush the limbs o^ the yet living sarri- 
fine ; the dreadful flame was communicated to the pile 
in a variety of parts; and the loud clamour of the 
trumpets assailed the eiir from every tjuarter I w-hen 
the conflagration became geticral, and not till then, 
the pyre was fed for a ttnie W'ith a large fjuantity of 
gfiee, or clarified butter, thrown by the nearest of kb; 
but no combustible whatever was used in prrparmg 
the wood, of wb'ch the pile wtts composed, 

“ It is said to l)e a custotti, that ns the victiui ascends 
the pile, she is furnished with a lighted taper ^ I heard 
sutmc Brahmins assert that it was the case in tliis b- 
sttmee: hut I tmeed the whole progress: of the cere- 
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ijiolual witlj ao close anil eiigcsf ati attention, timt 1 
think I may safely contrcwlict them* Before I left the 
-place, a gnurd vas posted over the pyre, to rvinmn 
until the fire went out, that no accident might hefal 
the bones of the ancriticc, some of which are always 
collected by the rclotiDna, and sent to Ben area t ’where 
they are either preserved na sacred rclii;a, or made an 

otfering to the holy stream of Gmigff- 

“ The subject of tliia shocking, tlinngh by no tneana 
uncoiiinion immolation, "was TooUcbtiai, the wife o 
Rsigobah Tuiitca, a yoahg man of thirty years of age, 
nephew toJutiablij DadikU, a person of distinction,and 
Ainul of Poonnh, Toolschhai wsia alwuttwenty yeuTs of 
ace t her stature above thir middle statidartl, lier orm 
cLuut, her features intcltsting *uid expressive imd 
ber eyes piirtic'ttlnrly large, full, aud coumimi lUg. 
*t solemu tiiorn'ent in wbieb I saw her, these 
beauties were eminently conspieuoiis ; uotwithstan 
inc her skin wofl then discoloured with lurmcnr, her 
hair disbevdUd, and wildly ornatucuted witV. flowers, 
and her looks like those of one whose stmscs 
,and«rc(l: or, .» coA. nearer the imp,e».<.n 't hwe 
mil Win lilrtinly llertuie.nni m a slate of hitlf-sepaia- 

tioii frou^ bodv- i, 

’ A bcautifwl little girl, not more than four .mrs old, 

the fruit of tbeir union, survives her parents, thus cnrly 
removed into another slate of existence. 

Such is the simple accoimt of this ci r.iuotiy by a 
nmti of feeling; many relations arc 
highly coloured* Tltc most extraiordmury ami affteii ij, 
S^ele of this kind is related by Bernier, a cele- 
bS French traveller in the seven tct-nthseeuiury, 
who resided many years, as physician, at the court o 
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Durmg a journey from Ahmedabad to 
Agra, lie witnessed a shocking tragedy whicii roused 
all the feelings of Ida benevolent heart, nor has he sup¬ 
pressed a iiiimly indignation in the rpcifnl. A young 
Hindoo widow, iittended by five feniales, sttrroutidtd 
by Brahmins, was advamdng towards the funertU pile of 
her husband: when the usual ceremonies were over, 
he beheld the young and k-autiful victim kindle the 
eomhustible altar on which slie had placed herself near 
her husband's corpse t the flamea were jnereasrd by the 
oil of satidnl, poured in by the ministering priests: 
and When the pyre burnt furiously, the live infatuated 
attendants msbed into the midst of the fire, and 
shared the fate of their mistress. The amiable BemiDT, 
indignant at this horrid ^ectade, passionately «t- 
claiuis against a religion which coflld permit such 
a sacrifice, and (.till ntore so against ** de?nons df 
Erahinf^x” who not only encouraged these deluded 
fL-nial(.' 5 , hut were the most active persons throughout 
the infernal tragedy. 

RdigiouB prejndices are very powerful, ljut how 
they can thus destroy the feelings of humanity, is 
rather paradojtital: the ctndtica of the inquisition anti 
other niiniiuiird Chnstian triliumils proceed from a 
different cause i they were originally aAuated by the 
spirit of Christianity; although bigotry may liave 
stnmgely pervettt^d its Ixmevolont influence. In the 
sacrifice of^i Hindoo widow, (and soims thousands are 
annually sacrificed,) Beligion herself incuicnlea the hor- 
rill dct-d: the laws of Menu approve it : and the 
priests of firahu.n, who nflert to shudder at the death 
of an' insect, assist at the destruction of this most 
lovely part of the creation. 
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AllhougU uimgU'tl with other sensivtioos, It ia ple^' 
ine to see the bhubU^mU of Pdp^m, uod uiost oth^ 
and vill^es o« the b^iks of the T.ppee, Nar- 
buddm iuid jiriacipid rivers of Hindostau, 

^■atct to perform their devotions; no momrns , 

X ri^r.. ge..r.Ils- cn.« ^ 

,,„ ^l, to potforu. thoir ->7"^^ 

bodfe., aod tUm poo ‘■““““bo. io tUo 

t«^rroriaios thtir rtUpoiB aljl>*ll<>“‘. 

« “« of tUei, forAtM tbo 

Hindoos ixiLiv^ by Bnilieiin, 

V«oo or Shi.: tbu inaA, boy 

TOties iu form «.>'l '"‘o"'' otber perpoo- 

profena; the one being hori/-oti t t f ndaf-wood, 

toroiofif. aod f„,cW h fro.,oco>'y 

J,udtd .0 in mad tf L. «t.o 

‘'.Tk ontbo,«: and of d,o.a Umaod and 
had tbo . aitk o „ „ 

httppjr bemga^^ '*00 

tbo *atm- of bfo, proccadins ont ol t 

boaa, upon tbalr ™'^tad io allapaa 
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professions- Among tlit' Hindoos of both seses, und 
all descriptions, among the castes permitted to attend 
the temple worship, it is daily practised. To tlie Jews 
it was well known, as alw> to the Mahomedans. 

The sacred groves of Pnlparra, are the general re¬ 
sort for all the Yogees, Senassecs, and Hindoo pil- 
grill I ^ who visit Siirat, troui ilif' ino^it remote regions 
of HUidostan; the whok dismet is holy^ lOjd the 
Tji|)jK^e in that piirt has a more than common sanc¬ 
tity ^ all ablutions in a river are thought to be more 
eflleaeioiu than an iutmerston io siagnaJi! water; the 
Lc\'iijtiil law enjoined the leper to halhe in the run¬ 
ning stream; the Hindoos annes. to it a greater de¬ 
gree of purity than in any tank at their tcmple^j^ 
These devotees are gre;it tr^velkr^; they wander, 
either eoHeciitely or individnollyi from the coti6iiei 
of Ifussm to Cape Comoriii; imd from the borders 
of China to Malabar-hill on the island of Bombay, 
wliere tlicni isi a fane of much eelebriiy. Plutarch 
metitious one of theajp muned Culanuii# ivho follow'ed 
Alexander from India t being seized with a dysen¬ 
tery at Piui^igurdufl, he prepared his own funeral 
pile; and, after performing some religious iTre^ 
monies^ laid hini-ifelf on it with great composure,, 
until hurnc to ileatli, Diodorus describes the iniiuo- 
ktion of an Indian widow' two thousand ycur^ ago, 
in the nrmy of Eimienes, who burtil herself on the 
funeral pile of her husband, in the manner I have 
just related. 
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* CHAPTER XL 

rn,« lio«ta)' » DiAi^ 

IL McMb B«.e—r»rtiM 

Ti^icheiTF-4:a«iami>rii— D^mRpAUm bluca—Cafiee Plan 

utifl^^X.1 'Iru^ in at ;l cllIcJ.^fr,'- 

Mohie-S^crifiee Hflck-Eilihl® 

—Tiiand ifipearance oftlie Gaut MounlairiB—Cochm— 
cherry- 

Anjengo—CdtmtmrBii— Hl|ipo“i"puB. 

S««.fu.rl«vi=E Sumt, I 

of the CoDDcil Jit B^njengo. the most .Dulh.m of r 

EBgli.b on .ho 

link'd fflilBB from BomUy, m *. tantoJe of S 
n^ We .niW from .bnc irfood lU b.|i.nnmg of 

Fehromr 177i “"i “ fortoiffr* 

Liera de’lightfol voyat'a. Joriog " 

most of the priticipal places on „ y- 

\ favourable breeze soon carried ns past Fort 

J.f;raex. day, aaUing «.,og 

.to™ of the Conenn. we “ “ f„e. 

KntimlHGlieriah. und several other . Gheriah 

Lea , we tfreo looW in.o .Im 

the chief sea-port on the Malahar loas , 


IM 


Sr.VtABAH 


prDft‘aaiorwiii6cauoD,uiiJ^iUJToimclcd bj a rich Icrrhofy, 
tJl dctiiih i» in Wie kilitude of 1C * 37' north, twenty *tbr«e 
ihriigUfa from Goa ; in which distiinrc arc the fortij of 
■ RsiTcf* jMid Au^ Ilia ms, conquered hy the English, from 
the Malwans, in 1705^ then lately ransomed: still 
nearer to Goa h Viugotla, a small town in a hilly 
couxttrv", where the India Company had at tliat time a 
faetoTv, and collected n umaU revenue. 

The mountiiitions shore of the Con con ia irnprofftrly 
called a [5art of the Malahar coast i but as the western 
side of the Indii^in [jcuinsula, aJuiost from Sural to 
Cape Comorin^ generally induded under that deno- 
uimadonj I will briefly describe the existing faouodariea 
of the klngdoniij and provinces in that part of the 
glolie called by geographers the liither-lndia. 

Tlie most tiorthem distnet was the Deccan ; bounded 
on the north by Giizerat, east by Golconda and Berar^ 
sontlj by Visiapoor, and west by tJie Indian ocean ; 
Aiinmgahad, Satarri^ and Poonah, were the principal 
inland cities \ Pch^nali^ from an obsciure village, beeame, 
after the Brahmin usurpation, the eapruJ of the 
Mahratta empire. The aea-ports were Tull, Duudeej 
Dahul, lUid Chonle, oncre bdonging to the Portuguese, 
but then to the Mahniitus, who possesaed the w^Iiolo* 
coast: Bombay, Salsctte, and all the contiguous islands, 
were included in this division. 

The next wui the kingdom of'V^iapoor, extendixig 
north and south, from Gheriali to the spot called the 
Malabar finontier, ncaj Mangidore: this dlvhion was 
hounded on the east hy Guut rnoiintiiins, on the 
west by the Indian qt-eahl Vkisipoor was tJie chief 
inlund city; Gheriah, Go^ Carwar, Barc'elore, atul 
Ondre, the prhn^i^ s^ea-ports; the ifahrattas, and *t 
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few dcpeoJeat Hmdoo princes, posscsseiJ tiie nortliern 
districts, except Goa; llie conquests of Rydfr Ally 
added the country of Vishipoor to liis doiiiiniotis. 

The thintl and last divisioti ^vas that of Maltibiir; 
which CJttctuIeil from the Malabar frontier north, to 
Cape Comorin, south : the Gants were its cjistem 
houndury, the ocean lU western. Tliflt part of i!ie 
coaatwas divided ainon^ many independent sovereigns: 
the principal tow'ns were Mangulore, Caniitiojc, Tcdi- 
rhcrry, Maine, Calieur, Rinfina, Cranpanore, Cochin, 
Poren, Quilone, Anjengo, and Coletehcc: in this divi¬ 
sion, projierly termed the Malabar coast, the persons, 
language, religion, and maimers of the natives, differ 
very much from those in the northern dislricta, 

Wd anchored in the spacious and beautiful harbour 
of Goa, which I have before described in my voyage 
from England to BombaT. On landing T beheld mag¬ 
nificent structures mouldering into niin; the streets 
were faintly traced liy the remains of their forsaken 
mansions, and squares and iiiarkets, once popidoiw, 
were now the haunt of serpents and noxious reptiles: 
the few inhabitants were priests^ monks, hiiir-starved 
fioldiefi. and tow mectianica. Notwithstanding the 
gcneml decline of Goa, the churt hes and convents rcf- 
tamed their grandeur, and were in good repnir: the 
Augustin nionasterv was very baudsoine, and the 
churcli of Sun Caitim exhibited a faeauriful spedmen 
of Italian architccttirc. 

The Jesuits'College, one of the largedt and most con¬ 
spicuous edifices in Goii, eontamed HpartmL-nis for 
sev:'ral hundn d of that society ; uftcr their pxpolsion, 
it was inhahitcd ljy monka of a ditftTeui order: the 
church, dedicated to St. Francis Xavier, if. a hue ^inic- 
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turf, the high altur richly ornmucntud, and tlie chapel 
contain lug tlio monuJiicnt of St. Xiivier, uncotiituoul)' 
aplcmlid; the tarxih, cnclusi’d by glass to prevent du* 
i?i dqIi" npcni'd od particiilsir ot.'^coflioiis i we were 
admitted within the sacred cnclasiire, to exandne the 
bassi-relievi, which in different couiprtmints eoatain 
the life *ind mirurles of the -itaitit: the wlioJe is com- 
{> 05 cd of the choicest miirble, sculptun-d hy Europeutt 
artJstA: the slipcrh shrine and silver omanietitsi frere 
prcsentetl hytl r^ucen of Portuguh 

I shatll not detail the extraordinary lege.lids which 
the priests gave us of their favourite saint, nor dcscniie 
the more sulwtantiid cntertainiueat they produced in the 
refectory. On 1 Riving their convivial circle we visited 
several monkish conTcnts, and the only nuimcry then 
existing in tiie city; where, as usuiil, we saw many 
objects to pity, few to envy: on this subject I shall 
aot enlarge, nor on that of the Inquisition, the next 
public structure that we viewed t the cruelties indicted 
on the native converts at Goa, cspeciidly among the 
wealthy Ilindoos, made me shudder on entering the 
exterior courts of this iniquitous triliunal, w'hich were 
all wc were pi;rmitted to see ; its history in Spiun and 
Bortugiil is well known: tlic imjuJsicon at Goa have 
not hem more merciful: how has misguided xcal tar¬ 
nished a religion founded in loving-kindness and ten¬ 
der iiii'rcy't how have the judges of the Inqnisition 
departed from the bcaevolcut spirit of its Fournier t 
W'bai must the Burroundlog Hindoos think of the fires, 
the rucks, and instruments of torture, used in that 
merciless prison ? Its cruel tynmts, clothed in the vest¬ 
ments of sanitity, hpt des^titutc of l4ty, have spared 
neither age, nor nor condiUoii, in huntun sacri- 
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fiocs to thfi Goa of IIIPK-V, and the ronipiissionate 
Rcdectiii'r of mitn ! Mijiiukctt zealots! traly do ya 
fiilhl the awful words, that he came not to send 
peace upon earth, but a sword I a sword too often 
wielded hy those who are stfatigcrs to the mere)fill 

spirit of his Gospel. _ 

Goii, sitmited in 15“ 'IS' north latitndc, and 72“ do 
east latitude, was one of the finest European acttle- 
mentsin India; where the Portugueze genenjlly kept 
a strong force of Enropcafis, and Topasscs, oho are 
the oflVpring of tlie Europeans uiid natives; their pny 
was STiiall, but procured a siiffieiency of rice and fish, 
Tlu; oil expresaed from the cocoii’-niit is I'xported from 
Goa, and forms a conaidcralde arlicle of commerce; 
it was jdflo famous for the arrack, to wliich it gavi its 
name; but that made at Batavia is tmw generally 
nreferri'd : this spirit is distilled either from rice, sti- 
gar^ciinc, or the Juice of the cocna-nut tree: the fruit 
and dowers of scvcnil other trees in Hiudostan pro¬ 
duce by distillation, ii spirit, to which the Eiiropeims 
give the general name of arrack, Goa is fatuous for 
the Alplmoso mango, a deliiious fruit, which is sent 
in presents to other parts of India; inEingos are abun¬ 
dant in the adjoiaing districts, but the Alplmoso is a* 
superior to the otherH, as the nonpareil to the crab- 


The commefre of Goa, and the northern parts of 
Dill and Damiuin, is now unimportant; the rice, 
flrraek, mid oil, are exported to .liffcrent parts of In¬ 
dia; one or two ships annually arrive from Enrope 
with Inilitarv stores and other artides; and return 
thither with 'vTint^d cottons from Surat, and a few 
eastern necessaries fur Port.igalHfrd her Att.crtcan 
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iMlonit's: this, witli iwo or thm; vt-ssela trading in 
ChineBC nrticles from Macao to tlie Malaltnr ctMWt, 
now coniiifisc tlio whole of the Portngnczc com¬ 
merce in India. 

Yet iJita ifl the nation, that in the fifteenth and siit- 
teeutb centuries called the Asiatic seau her own, and 
astonished the eastern wwld by her miutiaJ csploits; 
the discoveries of Gama, and the confjnests of Albn- 
quert}ne, were truly glorious: the latter sulidiied (ioa 
in 1510, and seenred many valuable possessions to the 
crown of Portugal. The emancipation of the Nether¬ 
lands from the tyranny of Philip, was the principal 
cause of t he decline of the Portugueze in rndiii; they 
were then subject to Spain ; and the Hollanders, no 
longer groaning imdcr the yoke of Alva, sent a largo 
armument from Eiirnpc, who conquered Cochin, Cey¬ 
lon, the Spice Islamls, and many other Portugueze sel- 
tleiiients; their ruin in Asia wds also accelerated by 
the ytCL-s of their governors and principal officers; the 
sodden influi of wealth wrought a dreadful change 
in iheir moral character; the noble conduct and pa¬ 
triotic virtues of the first conquerors were attnihilated 
by the venality and corruption of their successors, 
lie Gram a, Ailmqiierqne, and de Castro, appear a dif¬ 
ferent mee from D'Aeughna, C^ree, and ilu* other 
monsters, whose atrocities have fixed alt indelible stain 
on the uUDals of Portugiil: their rapacity and cruelty, 
united to superstitious tyranny, occasioned a rapid 
downfall, from which they never recoyered. 

Many countries in the vicinity of Goa have at dif¬ 
ferent times been uluiost depopulated by the mistaken 
pulley, bigotry, and oppressions of the Portugueze 
government; especially the district of Kankana ; frt^ 
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wlivuce. Dr. BuchimaD siiysj the inhabLiBnts fled to 
Tularu, near Matignlore, to aroid u persecution ia tbeir 
iiatti'c fouiitry, and arc still ciillcd A’fwiA'OJiirjf. An 
order arrived from the King of Portugal to convert all 
the natives: the viceroy being h letiieot man, on the 
reteipi of tJie order, permitted those who choose to 
retire to carry away their effetrts, and allowed them fif* 
tecB days to arrange their affairs; accordingly, all the 
rich Brahmins and Sudras retired to Tulova, with such 
of their property as they eotdd at that time realize; 
they now chiefly suhsist liy trade, and many arc in 
flouflsbiDg I'ircunistonces. The poor Kankouies who 
reioaincd in tlic Portugueae dominions,, were all con¬ 
verted to Christianity, if the religion professed and 
practised by tlie Midabar converts cun deserve that sp- 
pellation- 

tn the second geographical division of the Malabar 
coast, 1 mentioned Goa among the cities in Visiapoor: 
this part of Indio, iuclading the Cioncan and Deccan 
(which latter word int ans the south country, relatively 
to the northern province of Ilindostan), has been 
from time iumieiijoriid iiihahited by the nations of 
Canara and Malabar; peojdc from Merhat and Tc- 
linga, mingled among ibcm in tlie northern districts: 
until tlic middle of the siirtecnth centur/, it formed a 
considerable port of tlie vast empire of Beaenegor, 
now gencially written Vljeyanuggur, or mure pro¬ 
perly, Vijayanagara; in oncicnl days it was one of the 
most splendid ciues in the east: and the capital of an 
empire, which nominally comprised mwier its junsdic- 
tion the greater part of the southern Peninsula; the do¬ 
minions of Travancore, and some of the countries near 
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Ciipe Comorin, arc the ooly dratrtcts wlitcb prcacrvcU 
their mdrpendence, nml hj their dlstatice were pro- 
tK-tcd by che powerful soverci^s of Vgayiinagnm. In 
the fitxctcenth ceatury^ fiv£of the Mahomedntt princes 
who had U'iiirpcd the dominion of their respective go¬ 
vern meat#*) north of the Kistnalj^ unibitious of new 
eon quests, and of rrinJcing converts to the Mus&niman 
religion, confedemted in a wiir uguinst Ram Rajc^ the 
Hindoo monarch of BcKcncgur, who was killi^ in 
battle, A. D. J56o. In consequent of his death, and 
a dispiitcd ‘luccesston, many of the naiks^ or governors 
of proviticesj ijemnic independent j and fiorniei(f the 
modem HindcM> goTemment of iMy&orc, Triehinopoly^ 
^fadti^a, Tanjore, and some others: at the same time 
the ^Humrine of Calicut, the king of Tinvancore, and 
different Malabar princes* shook oft all dependence 
upon the llindon empirCj whose seat of government 
was removed fwm Bezenegnr to Penekondu. 

About this period, the Mahomcdiin prince of Bcja- 
pour, or Viriapoor, under bis geiicml Miutapfaa Khan, 
assi^ited by Sahoo Bhosla, reduced the Carnatic Ba!a- 
gant, afterwards called Bejaponry ^ and descending into 
the Paycn-grtut* conquered the new principalities of 
Tanjane, Trichinopoly, and Ginjce^ Mct^r dumJah, 
another Mahbmcdan eliief, was at the same lime per¬ 
forin ing similar exploits in other qiiartera : they enjoy- 
fd their conquests only a very short tJoic; for in 1687, 
the onperor Aurungzebe subverted their dotiijnions, 
and reduced them to sauhohs, or provinces, of the 
Mogul empire, placing them under the command of 
viceroys, or nohohs: who for some time paid a tri¬ 
bute, and did homage to the imperial govern luc nt nt 
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Delhi; but itt lenptli, nu the imbt'ciliry and dedinc of 
the empire, tUey alio tlirciiV off their allegiuncc, and 
became indepchdctil soven’igns. 

\Vc Sillied from Goa with the land-wind, and the 
next nioruiiig were oCT Carwar, a town of importance 
during the flourishing sta,tc of the Portngueze: the 
English Lad formerly a factory for the pirrchase of 
pepper, tvliich iiaa been for friany years deaerted: there 
arc still a nomher of Portugueze iQhid>itiints, with * 
bishop and inferior cltrrgy j the Ronnin catliohc 
churches at Bombay arc iu the dioecse of Car war. 

In Lite nL4ghl>ouriiig country, the peasants uianu- 
facluro catechu, or terraJaponita, from the Keiri tree 
(luiijjosa catechu) which grows wild ou the hills of 
Kaukami, bat in no other [Kut of the Indiati peuiiiaula. 

Not far frotu Onorc we passed Mintce, anil after¬ 
wards Barcclore, two places famous for pepper, which 
grows spontaneously In those districts: ns also the 

[iiuriui CiissiHj and wild ^ 

These towTis iire siippoac<l to be ibe ilu&iris mi 
Banice of lUe utidents; whither Hippjdus m^ide the 
first voyage from the Araljiaii gulf: a voyage frooi 
Arabia to'the coast of Malabar was then daemed of 
so much importance, that the monsoon wind, whitli 
waftca him over a tract of ocean hitherto nmg- 
temnted. was called Hippalus, after tins rrlebnued 
navigator. P^viously to tins bold nndertaUmg, the 
mexebaut vessels belonging to the Eyptnms and .W- 
hiiuii hud sailed from Berenice m the Red :?c .4 along 
tha Arabian shore to the promontory of Sya^is, now 
Cape Ruaalgutet and held their tort^e along the 
eofit of Persia, to the ditferent ports in India w he 
thrv traded. 

m 
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Tbc sight oFMiraee rucalli^d to miDd ito formflr iui- 
portance in the oriental coimncifcc: nothing cuu be 
more dear or suti*factorj', thnn Pliny a account of the 
trade to Muairis i and /iiiiiiO* deecpihmg the imports 
from the Arubiai] gulf, at that port, soya they were 
much the same as those I have already incntioned at 
Surat j hut as it lay nearer to the eastern parts of India, 
and iicems to have had mach comuiunication with 
thcmij t\w rofMoioJities exported JVoHi it were more 
niunerDii^ aud more vitloable+ ap6cilies 

dciihirly, pi^arla in ^eflt almndance, uiid of extm- 
ordiniLitr beauty i flTariety of Bilk stuffti rich perfumes, 
torfoiieahelk differeut kiuds of tianspiUrcDt gems, 
peeially clmmondB; and peppt'r io large quantities, ond 
of the best quality. 

After leaving ilirzce there was nothing worthy of 
ohflervatioii^ tuttil we passed Fortified Island, u httle 
to the northward of Onore i it is iibooi a mile in cir* 
curnferencx^ roeky^ barren» and so uirong both hy 
nature audart^ os to bir deemed impregnable: it tlicn 
Ijcdotig^ to the n^ob Hydcr Ally Caiiii,as did Onorc, 
□ndiiU the Hfljoining territory* 

Pas.sing Fortified Inland, wcanchonod ofFOnoro, or 
Ihmiii eriiy as h ia called hy the natives: die fort 
Bifiiaud on a rising ground, near a amal] town 6f in* 
dailerrnt hoases; the best the English factory, 
wher^ two of the Conipany^a ser^^nnts Ksided, to pur- 
elioise pepper and sandal wixmI, for the English and 
Chinese markets: a considerable private trade was 
carried on whli Bouibuy and the northern port^^in 
bt^tel nut^ and other articlep^ 

Onote river, or ruther a s«dc kike, is navigable at 
Spring-tides for stuatl vessels; it is indeed connerteil 
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with R attiali river wliieh flows from the inland mouii* 
tliroiiaii a hilly countryv whose roinantic rocks 
«rc softened by ft wild asscmblsge of trees: among 
them the silk*cqrton (bomhax cetba, Lin.), und the 
(leerttuicc-henn (butca saperlia), are very conspicuous ; 
the former covered with buds and flowera of crimson, 
and the scarlet papilionaceous hlossoins of the latter, 
contrasted by their black atulks, give a brilliant effect 
to the western v1)ods, and appear at sun-i>et like im¬ 
mense foreats in a glow of fire. These sylvan regions 
are the Lannt of tigers, and other "wild lieftsta already 
described. 

The low Janda contiguous to On ore are well cul¬ 
tivated, and pltuifed with cocoa-nut trees, urcca, pep¬ 
per, rice, and inferior grains; hut the most viJuable 
production in this part of India is the sandal, or 
sannders tree (santaliim album, Liun.) 

ITie sandal tree is indigenous on the rocky hills in 
the Onorc districts, and if permitted wmuld grow to a 
tolerable size; but the wood i%so valufthle, that the 
tree is cut down at tm csirly stage, and we seldom 
meet with any more than n foot broad; the wood is 
either red, yellow, or a whitigh brown : and from 
its colour and size; is called the first, second, and 
third sort of sandiil waod,*cue(i vorj'ing in price ; the 
best from one hundred and fifty to two hundred 
rupees the confly, of five hundred and sixty pouiids 
Woight. Tlic wood of tlie brightest colour and 
strongest scent is uivst esteemed, having a fine grain 
anti an aromatic smgll, which it communicates to every 
thing near it; it is, therefore, much used in small 
cabinets, escritoires, and similar articles, as no titsect 
rfti exist, tior iron rust, within its influence : Irotn the 
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dust iijjd ahiiving* is cxE-rtittcd uw aroiuntie ciil; tUc oil 
and wood arc waid by the lliniloos mA Parsecs In iht?!? 
rtligiouE ceremonies i but tlic greutest part of tho 
bitter in resen'cd for tbc Chitia markets* wUire it sells 
CO gTcai uih aJitugT, 

TliesamLd is a beautiful tree; the branches regubtr 
and tiipuring \ the leaf like the narrow willow* iihorteri 
and dclicateiy soft; the bloiimiiia bjmg in bunebc^i of 
amalJ flowcriJi either red or white, accortlLog to the 
colour of tlic wood t the fruit small, and valuiihle 
only for its seed: the tree thrives ly a hilly i^'ky 
slcuution, and there producca wood of the hiicst gmiu 
and strongest areut: on low laxidj tuid a richer soib h 
degcneratcH^ and is in all respects less catered. 

It b often C 3 ttreijiely diffitidt, m well its dangerou#:, 
to tran^ijiort nierthandiKc over Onnre I jar* on account 
of a.trciiieiidous surf, I never thouglit uiysdf in such 
imuiiucnt danger as in attempting a passage through 
thrar surges: a little before my ufrival, ii young geiitle- 
tiian in the Couipanv's civil service was overset in iv 
ship's boiU, iiodiill perished! took the udvimuige 

of the bind w ind at midnight to return to the vestael, 
when the surf moderate. 

A pIciLsant knd-breeiie wafted us from Onore, in 
pacing bv Barcelore to the fortress called the IMalalmr 
Frontier, where we properly entered on the Malal^ar 
ccaist; w e anchored tlie same evening at jilmignlortv in 
12^50' north latitude, mid 71® 44' east longitude* It 
was then the priqctpal sca-piirt Hi Hyder Ally, tiahob 
of the Mysore, well uignted for commerce, und fre^ 
ijueuted by forc-ign njecdianta for pepper* sanclal w ood, 
rice, and betel nms. 

The entrance into the river, or rather a salt-water 
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luk^t noiir wkich the rown w4w huilc* difficult nnd 
chmgerouiif oocaj»!aneil hva rapid ctirtuni running into 
the sea through a narrow channH m ilie sandy Ijeach, 
which extends along the coast t this entrunce was de¬ 
fended by batteries; the prinripaj fortres*»taod on the 
opposite side of the riviT, near a populous town ; the 
hoiise:^ were gcuenilly mean* and there were no public 
huildliigs aftiuportance. During the guccetdiog wurs 
with Hyder AIljj and his son Tippoo Snltauit^ Man- 
gtdorc, Onorcj and tlm ot!itT sea-ports in their 
doTiiiuians, unilfTwent a total changf. 

At Kurkid, near Mangiilofe^ is a celebrated Hindoo 
temple of great autiquity^ and a gigantic image of 
G^mat^Wiir ; iuferior in sisne^ but of a bimilor kind;, 
to the famous idol, named GAmat^siear iiirurnii nt 
BelligolFi, or Snwim^^-Btliigotaf the principal resi- 
^ dejicti of the Or high prirnts belonging to the 

sect of Jaln^s ^^fogular and separate tribe among 
the Hindoos, purtieiilarly dcgcrlbed in the Astatic Re¬ 
searches. The iriuige at Belligola is said to lie eight- 
leeti times the height of a maji,1iut this J irnsigiiac to 
|je exAggerdted upon exammiiig the engravings accom¬ 
panying the account, where a man of the nsuid height 
stmiris apofl tlffe terrace near the gigautic figure, to 
shew the comparative Jieight of art and nature? when 
these drawings were tuUen in ISOl^ the foot of the 
sbtnc was nicosured, and found to be nine feet, in 
length; hctiee the height of the stature is estimated 
at fifty-four feet. The records of the mcn- 

tJon Si golden intagCj of five hundred times the height 
of a man ; which was inundated by the sea ; but they 
believe it eau still he soincrimes seas at low water. 

We stiiid a very short time at Mangidorc^ mot>i of 
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whidi ^aa aactiGced to n formal visit at the governor & 
durbar; w Mslmmi'dan oppressor, in ^cat flivoar vritli 
his sovereign Hyder Allyi I should otLcrwiae have 
gone to Kurkulj and isome interesting places m its 
vicinity. 

Tlie etiquette of tlie Mangalore durbur detained 
us until u late hour; when we returned on hoard, iiud 
sailed with the land breeze for Tellicbftrjv along a 
hiQy coast, particularly near mount Dilla, n high 
woody cape^ twenty miles •from Tellithcrry. Wc 
next passed Cannanore, a largo sea-port town belong¬ 
ing to a Mahomedun prince called Ally Rajah, who 
was also sovereign of the Mjdilivffi islands. Can- 
BEiiore camed on a coasidembte trade in pcpjmr and 
cocoa-tintJT and was sitn;itcd in a heautifol conntry^ 
the ai^a-coast heing enriched hy extensive groves of 
cocoa-nnts, with cnltivuted plains between I he rn and 
the Gatte mountains- 

Teltichcnr was at that time a princrpal settleinent 
of the Englishj in the latitude of 11" 48' north, and 
75" east longitade t the tow^n, enclosed liy a alight 
waU^ contained s^eral good houflefl, hclonging to the 
£tigli.<ih, and native Portugileise: situated on a rising 
ground near the seoy it was constantly fefreshed by the 
w^estem breeze; and, from the aoJiibrity of the 
air, was tailed "the Montpelier a f India. The fort was 
large and well garrisoned; it contained sm excellent 
houfic for the chief, w^ith barracks and other public 
buiHiugs- about a mik to the southward was 
another English fort, called Moylan^ and batteries on 
the adjacent hiHfi ; but after the Wtitt with the Mysore 
sultaunS;, the whole system on the Malabar coast whh 
ftltered^and the present ctril and military appointments 




ill that quartet are foreign to the subject. Provisiotts 
were cheap and plfiDiiful^ especially fish* in 
t'arictir'i it wa^ fonious for Roe ttaidinliis endexceUent 
oysters. The trade consiated in pepper, sandal-wood, 
cocou>tmts, cardomoma, and urcca, the produce of 
the country ; with yfiarkVfiiis, dried fish, and similar 
articles. 

Tiie cocoa-nut groTcs on the sea coast in this part 
of AXolahar, are very extensive ; I have fully described 
this valuable tree ut Bomhay i in Malabar, from the 
time the nut Is planted, until the tree logins u> bear 
fruit, is about twelve years i it continues in perfec¬ 
tion for fifty or sixty years and then, altl^ugh in a 
decaying state, bears fruit twenty years lunger. 

The low lands produce abundance of rii«. Tlie pl^- 
tations of pepper in this part of Malabar arc extensive 
und ■valuable j the jucs, inangos, and other liigb trees, 
on which the vines jure trained, add nmeh to the general 
beauty of the country- 

The cardamom, (aniomum repens, Lin.) which grows 
In this part of Malabur, is a spice much cst^med by 
the Asiatics; they chew it aopanitcly, or with betel: 
it is a principal iBgredicnt in their cookery, and used 
nicdiduallj as a atumachJe. Tlic plant in uppeaf- 
ance resembles tho^glngcr; it attuim. the height of 
two or three feet, and souietiuics more, hrfbre it bears 
fruit; the blossoms are Sttiali, white, and variegated 
with purple; sonic have a brownish appeanmec; 
they are succeeded by spiall green pods, containing 
Uie seeds, which become of u light brown when the 
seed ripens, grows hhick, und acquires the aromatic 
flavour for which it is so estunnhlc, 

■ This valuable spice is indlgL;iiou* to, parts o 
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Mfllabur, but flourishw moat on tbe aci-Uvity of luoEat 
cool hills, aniowg low trees, bushes, and little springs 
of wal^r. AUliongh the cxirdunioiii ddiglita m %wh a 
sitiiRttou^ will grow in oilier places i niitl is somc- 
filautetlia gnrd^nsandorchurcls of pIsmLain trees i 
the roots are taken np and divi<led. Tlnf cjirdainom 
hills arc gcnenilly priv^ite property ; wtnm the plants 
life discorered, they are preficrvinJ with great core, by 
cutting down the bnshe*. and attending to the shoou 
for three ycani, ut wliicli time they begin to bear; they 
have attained their full growth^ und proilace ilie Iscwt 
eropfi in the fourth year, after which they geuLmltf 
decay* The planlH spring up in the rtiiny ecoson \ 
those under cnlrivation are not permitted to grow too 
close to carh other; when it so happens, tlie roots are 
divided, and fjlantod at a greater distant e: the seed 
begins to rijxn about the middle of Septemher; and 
continues more or less for tlie space of two iriontbs- 
The mpHulL^j or seed-pods^ sometimes grow ou^ a 
high stailk, often in short clusters near the rwt * such 
as are ripe are dady gathered^ and carefully" dried for 
sale; otherwise the hirdf anti ^fjuirrclt would curry off 
a larffc share* It is supposed tfai^e ttuiinrils 3 cut ter 
the seed in the unfrei|UCEtcd spots^ where the eunlB- 
moiii is often nncxpectcdJy foun^; dlhgent search h 
always made for the springing phmts at the coiu- 
Tucnccnicnt of the rainy season. I was iafomied 
that in some places they burn the luishes, whicli 
are always tut dowm at that time; as the ashes pro¬ 
duce an excclli::nt manure w itbout injuring the growing 
plant. • 

There were some thriving coffee fdantutiotLs on the 
island of Dumiupataiu near Tdlicberry; the seed was 
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6rif|:iin'lly brought froifi Mocha, but the MtJabflr roffcc 
is iufctjor iti flaToiir ami rcfri^siiiueiit to the Arahiati 
burry : it is a hejiutiful pliitit in its fohapr, blossoms 
and frrjit, but too wcU, known to neei! a (]esort|)tion. 

Tbi‘ ordeal triulii, mentioned in other pjirts of these 
volumes, were frequently practised at Tellieherry, 
cieit nnder the sanction of the British govcrtmieut : 
this eustonj, so eontriry to the geuLral opinion in 
Europe, is nniversally admitted by the sovereigns of 
Malubtir^ When a Juan, ocenacd of a capital crime, 
ehooses to undergo tlie ordeal tnal, ho is closely con- 
lined for several days, his right hand anti arm are 
covered with thick wax-elotli, tied up and seided, in 
the presence of proper otticers, to prevent dceeii t in 
the Englisb districts the covering was always scaled 
with the CoJupiiny’fl arms, imd the prisoner placed 
under on European guard- At the time fixetl for the 
ordeal, a cauldron of oil is pluced over a fire j when it 
boils, a piece of money i* dropped into the vessel} the 
prisoner's iiTiu is onse^ed, and washed, in the presence 
of his jdSgL's iind accusers J during this part of the 
ceremony, the attcndiuit^ J 3 rah ml ns fiup)>licate the 
deity. On receiving tlieir beuediction the accused 
plunges his hand into the boilmg fluid, aud takes out 
the coin; this I hulieve is somtiinef. repeated, 
prill ia afterwards again sealed up, until the time 
appointed for a re-examination : the sea] is then 
broken; if uo hktnish appears the prisoner is declared 
innocent; if the contrary, he sutlers tljc puDitabaieiit 
due to his crinic. 

. Nine kinds of ordcjil are enunieistpd: but I shall 
here con tine mysdf to what is said on liiat by oil.— 

The ordeal by the vessel of oil, fttcording to the 
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oomiuciit OQ the Dhermn Suslft, tha. F‘>*nned: 
the ground Rpproprlai*^ ’ 

rubbS^witU cow^bing; 

the pundit worehips 0,ui«R, presents h.s 
and nays aduratiou to other deities, conforfflabU i^ 
the sira: then, Wing read the luc^tutioo pre- 
MTibed, he places a round pan of gold, silver, cop^ 
iron or cbv, with a diameter of aixl'^cn 
four fingers' deep; and throws into it one seer or 
ckhtv sicca weight of clarified hotter, qr oil of 
s^^unt. After this a ring of gold, or silver, or 

iron is cleaned and washed vnth water, and cii.t mtO 

the oil, which they proceed to hcatj when it is very 
hot ihcv put into it a freiih leaf of pippala, or Uilwa ; 
T^heii tile leaf is biirncil, the oil is known to U suf- 
ficientlv hot. Then, having pranonneed a ment™ oyer 
the oli; they order the party accused to take the nng 
out of the pan ; and if he take it out without Uoig 
burned, or wilhoot a blister on h,s hand, b.s mn^ 

ccncc is considered as proved: if not, his 

On the trial by fire, the accused dius dddrefises 
the el™ent: ‘Thou, OFiret pervadest nil bei^: 
O cause of purity! who pveat evidence of iirtue 
„d of sin. declare the truth in tins my hand_ In 

the ordeal V poison, the accused^onounces, liion, 

O Poison! art the child of BruhnS sledfaat in justice 
iuid in truth I clear me froin this heavy charj^; and, 
If I have spukim truly, hccomc nectar to me . 

The Mnefcwas, or Miicuars, at TcUicherrjt are an 
fodnstrious useful aet of people; some itre Muhomi^ 
dnna, sonic Hindoos they are considered a very iow 
tribe among the MabbaT^ but ure more valuable in 
sKicicty tlian nnuiT of higher pretoiSions : they make 
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excdknt piilimk^i^bcaricnf bonttucn, fiahermeR, and 
portcra of ^ooda from llic liindiog: place to tlic siore- 
hoiiaea. StMne of the j-ming women arc pleasing in 
their coiinteiioiicc and pemou, which is generally 
very much exposed; their clothing consisting only of 
H wliite cotton cloth roond the middle. The Hindoo 
Mucuars ore kept in a most depmded state hy the 
Brahmins, who allow them to eat sdl animal foorl, 
cept beef; they may abo drink strong Ifquors i and ore 
not Tcry nice in their matrimonial coanewons. Dr. F, 
Biiehonan says, “the deity of this caste is the goddess 
Bhadra*Kalt, who is represented by a log of wood, 
placed in a hut that is adled a temple: they assemble 
four dmes a-ycar to sairilice a cock, and make ofter- 
ings of fruit to tlie log^ one of the custc mts as 
priest, but liU office is not hercdit4iry. The Mucuars 
arc not admittcil to enter within the precincts of uny 
of the temples di^dicated to the great gods of the 
Brahmins, hut they sometimes stand at a distamt*, and 
send tli*?ir offerings by more pure hands; they seem to 
know nothing of a state of fuLarc existence: but 
believe in oil spirits, who inflict diseases, and occa¬ 
sion other misfortones." 

During our stay at TclHdictry, I spent an agree- 
able day at Jilahj<^,a French setthmicnt, a few miles 
to the soiithwnr%^ plcnsantly si mated on the banks 
of a rker; trading ehiedy in pepper, cocotHUuu, and 
curdamonis. 

Sailing southward, wc passed near &icrifie<!-rock, a 
amnll rdaml, so called from the crew of an Kogliah 
ship having iKcn mnssaA'ed thenc by pirates, the be¬ 
ginning of the aoventcenth century. It is iatuoiis for 
the edible birds-ucsts, found in the clefts of the racks. 




edible 


ubirli are estociiied su liKuriolu a dainty m “ 

; 1 become a coaeidctable artidc of coiamcrec 

Saw. TiU oe=t. ara time or four .ncb« m - 

cuinfcrcj.ee, and one in deplli: L 

.iTallo«lri1ie,(liinindo, niilnadiiliboa),eitiir »i 

apaan of 6ih, or a Blulinon. frothy lenni, ah,eh the 
1 leavea on the rock, bharka' Sue arc aho eaten 
they are driwi in lar(!C iinalititlB at the fiahMg- o* 

on Iho llalabar coait, and conaUtnle a caluahle a 

of mde 10 Itbina. The drying of these But, >a‘r. 
ilinias,and other (i>h, all along this coast, 
atinosnhen- catreina, offensive, if not nnwhoicaon^e, 
their putrid efflnvta generaiy ovcrpo.-er the arottaitie 
odours, sjhieh wotdd other^so he ttaflcd by die m 
big breeae fitiin groves of tmsiu. santbl, and ehampaii. 
The shiirks fitis iiM sold at a reasODablc price; but 
nc^cht luid most transparent nests of the lon^do, are 
narebased by the Chinese at five or six dolhirs he 
pound. Those of an older fabric, dry, and ks. pdln- 

cid, are not HO valuable. r, c 

A favonrable wind cam«-d ua quick!j- from ^acn&wv 
rock to Calicut, in the iatitndc of 1 i” JS nortl^ it i» 
memorahk, being the place where \a.co de Gamn, 
und his hardy followers, first lan^d from Europe m 
I41J8; and wiierc the Engliah estulHished a factor/ in 
1616,' which tt present offera very little to 
travelU-r, being chiVflj' compoHcd of low huts, ahadt 
bv cocoa-nut trees, on a sandy shore. In this un- 
picasant situation, Uie English, French, 

PoTtiiguestt^i had (heir respecrivc faernnes, where ty 
hoisteil their national flags; and purchased iiepj.er, 
c6coa-nuts, coirnaibles, and ropes, betehnuia, timber.. 
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oil, an(l olLer articlt;i«. Bryufid tills sanily tnint li a 
ftjrtile pluuj, rxtPBiliiig; to tlie (Jatil momiutias j wliich 
iu tfiiU jiart of tlie petiinsuin lire of a $tupvD(IouB 
iieiglit] and viniljlc at sea aevoaty tnitiii diicaucf. 

Calicut roiid,'W|]cro tlie aliips imcliori is deemed im- 
flaft; for those not veil ai^quainted'with the navigation; 
aCTend veasds Lave Ijccn wrccktd upon the rimia of 
the olil city, now under water; as tlie mean town just 
di'-scnbed, formed no part of that eiMponilii] where ilc 
Giiriia landed. CaUctU is salt! to have hren then a 
lar^e city, wbere tile Zamortue, the sovereign of tlie 
country, held a <iplciidid court, and, mcrelnmts re- 
BOrtetl ffoin Persia, Amhia, Africa, and rlitierent piirt# 
of India, to porcLaiif pearls, diariionds, spices, ivory, 
and other costly iirticlcs, Frota thetice die jx^rscveritig 
Vnji™ freighted the first ship to Etirope, anil intro¬ 
duced those □riental luxorics in uiueh greater abund¬ 
ance, ami at a cbeaper mte, rbnn they had heen irn- 
porteil formefly by the Greeks of ronsiamiuojde, or 
the Vcoftians, who stjcceedcd them in that valuable 
commerce. 

The w'iiter-SQjikeM, Llack monkeys, and hLick-honed 
fowls,'with which this coast aliounds, tike the native 
iuliabitants of MiJabiu-, remain iincfuingal', h:ii the 
Eiyopcali settlen^fats on the coast have been all 
metritnorphoscd since the Freneb revolution, and the 
w ars with I he sovereigns of Mysore, Tlie poultry, 
w-itb a black skin and black bones, though disagree^^ 
aide at first to strangers, are found to be more delinite 
in fiuvour,and superior in whitent^ss to the other kiud; 
the hogs, fowls, and dutjlis iu the southern ports of the 
const, ^ett so tntteh upon fish, that ilieir flesh Ls fre- 
rpicntly tmjdca^Liit, and oft'ensivc. 
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A fciv miles from CuUciit is ii smtill sen-port, called 
Vupura. iilmsBUtly situated on the bnnka of a nver ; 
from whence a great rjuanfityof teat-wood is exported, 
and where Tessela are Inult of that limber. Tliesc 
valuable trees are feUed on the Gaut mountains, and 
transported from thence to the rivcr-sidc by clephantss 
w'here they remain to be floated down to Vapnr%whett 
the stceaiji fills in the rainy season. 

This pjirt of Malahar also produce the chapingnin, 
or sapanwood (gullandina sapaii); the trees are planted 
ill gardens and orchsirdii, for the sake of the wooflir 

’which iT-roduees e valinihle dye. 

From CiUicmt, wc proceeded lo Cocliitt^ and arrived 
there on the Mth, after sailing along a hold toast of 
cocoa-nut trees and rice-fields, extending over a sandy 
plain to the Gant mountains, whose majestic simimits 
in the mortiingucc gcEerallf enveloped in clouds ; hnt 
towards sun-set, their western accUritics display an as- 
acniblage of rocks and woods, in broad no assea of light 
and shadow, which rival the Alps and Appenines of 
Europe; although deficient in those piunaclea and 
ghicien, whose sublimity and beauty, seen through the 
clear atmosphere of an Italian winter, batfle the aitiHt’B 
skill, and defy the power of language. 

Cochin,in the latitude of 9’ Stf north, ant^ifl'^ast 
longitude, was among the early conquests of the Portu¬ 
guese ; from them it fell iuto the huiids of the Dutch, 
and is now in possession of the English. Flie town 
pleasantly situated at the entrauee of a broad naviga¬ 
ble river, dt mot® properly a Juke, which extends 
southerly for near twenty leagues to Quilonc, another 
Dutrli ^ctory, affording mi iittand navigation through 
that piurt of the king of Cochin’s dominionit. It was 
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fUTToimdcil by a fortificatioD^ built by tb^: l^ortu^ieKi;; 
of no gtait ^trL'iigtli except towarda tbi^ gaf- 

rUori coosbted of five handred Kiuopciina;, and a few 
Malay troops. 

I have occwotiiLlly reaid^^dl tliere several 
when tninaactiDg huaiaeaa for the India Coiupony: 
Jt was a place of grant triidot lUid presented a striking 
contTi^t to Goa; a harbour filled with shijjsj atreeti 
crowded with mereliunU^ and woiidiouaes stored with 
goods from every part of Asia and Europe^ markt^ 
the loduRtry, the eomnieree^ und the wealth of the 
inhabitants. 

The pldeginatic and foriual character of the native 
HolliUider geniimUy accompanies him to other cli* 
mutes ^ but at Coehin, a constant interconrae with 
atraugers had effected a pleasing ciiangt^* I alwaya 
received tile kindest attention from the governor iind 
prineipal iBhnhituntss^ tlicir tables were furnished with 
hospitality^ and gtticcd with politeness; tbeir hoiisci 
arid gardens di&phiycd the iiutioniil ckunlincss and 
neattiC!^^ Provisions of all kinds aljounded: in the 
rainy season, when no &bips frequent the port^ a 
turkey cost only half a rupee; fowls anti ducks in pro¬ 
portion : the beef, though small, was wclUfavourtid, 
and verv cheap; us were frait, vegetablf^t and either 
refresh I ueijts for the numerous which tonch 

there in the fair season. Europeans and natives had 
the water ud wholesome; drinking it &equcntly causes 
thsit disagTccable disorder called the Cuchh^-iegf or 
eleplumtiusis, which is deemed incurable: it is the 
same os the lepra a^akomj and considered a spedei 
of leprosy* I have seen tnauy with li leg thiidcer 
than their body; on ilic naked Umln of the natives it 
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Uhsu disgusting appi-iinmre! to the kg of u EuTopciut, 
vith a silk-stoefcing, shoe and Imekle, something Imk- 
crotiH 19 anni^wU the Asiatie pifh »oulil be more 
comely. Tlie st^eUing generally couimcnccB at tUc 
knee, anil continues of the same wonderful eircnui- 
fm-ncetothefoot; few persons are affected m hotJi 
Irps- and 11«-licve they are inoensihlc of any other 
fneonvenieuec than that of dragging such n nimbTOOs 


During my rtaidence at Anjengo, I was deputed 
to triinsnct some money concerns between the Eiig-* 
liah Company and the Jews of Cochin ; they do not 
reside in tlie city, hut at Jew^tuwn, or Motlauch.?™e, 
sitimted on the banks of the river, about a mdadi^ 
tant; where they have ti*o large synagogues, and 
many csrellent liouscs and gardens, am iillowt'd the 
free esereise of their religion, and tarry on the pnii^ 
rinal trade of the settlement. Jews fr«n Poland, 
Spain, and other parts of Eniotte, were mteruiinglcd 
with those established in MiJabar, uisiny ages Iwforo 
the discovery of India by the Cape of Good Hope. 

Tlicy fcirc u prisplc and atfpJarwte ftflni Uie 

BUtronnding Molabars, in dress, maimers, and r^ 
ligiou, nj well as in their complexion and general 
appearance. This Hebrew itilony is said to Iiavu 
L-iuigraied from Judea aoou after thir dratructioti of 
the second Temple by Titus Vespasian : when a tinfii^ 
ber of tbose deroted people, escapmg dreiid- 

fu! massacres and side of captives at JeriMileni, emi- 
^atrtl frem PidMUne to India: a country probddy 
not nnknown to dm Jews in more pro»perpus days, 
at least to those tribes situated near Tyre and Sidon. 
'The Medes, Persians, and Ahyssiniatis, had a com- 
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tiiun I cation witU disUiut parts of Iiiilia for articles ot 
luxury ; and tliat they carried ou a considiTfahlc trade 
to its remote provinces b(?fore Al^pcandcrs coii(|iicsti 
is evident from Strabo, Pliny, und other writers: 
exel naive of the toaritime comincrcc already men¬ 
tioned. from the Periplns imd Grecian hiatoriatis. It 
is therefore not imjirohaljle that some Jewish fami¬ 
lies, on their dispersion at the First Captivity, or at 
some subseiiucnt period, may have wandered to the 
Malabar coast: w'hieh my vcncrulde inform lt assured 
me was l>clk:vFd by his people to have been the esise 
with i>art of the tribe of Manasseh. 

The fate of the espatriatcU Jews who wandered to 
India after the destruction of the second Temple, until 
their arrival in Malabar, at the conclusiou of the fifth 
century of the Christian Ecra, is, I believe, no where 
authenticated. At that period the colony reached 
their place of destination ; the sovereign of tlie conn- 
try, a Brahmin, treated them w ith kindness,and allowed 
them to settle at Cranganore with considerable privi- 
legca, 'There they were established many cenlurl^, 
inrrcf^ing In wealth and coQSctiiience, until, from dis¬ 
sensions among themselves, they called m the aid of 
aurronuding princes, andtifter much cruelty mid hlood- 
shed, were driven from Crongnnore, with the loss of 

their possessions and property. 

These onhappv rtigitive* were thus sepatuted and 
dispersed among the Malabar tUstricta, until a remnant 
^in collected, and were permitted by the kii^ ^ 
Cochin to settle at Mottanchcree., on the ban^ d* 
Cochin river, where their descendants have continued 

ever since. 

In their possession is a royal gnmt of Grangarntre, 


Tji»: jEu's. 


mid the distrirt allotted to thetr ancestors, on their 
first establish men t in Malahnr, cDgnived on mctul, 
and signed by th(i,BniIiiinn sovereign of the country. 
This is since confirmed bj Dr. C'laudina Bnchanan, 
who procnrcfl a fac-simlle, cograven on copper, from 
the original brass tablet which he saw in the possession 
of the Cochin Jews in 1807 ; he has also published a 
translation from that made bjrtlie Jews into the He¬ 
brew language: the original grant, us dated in the 
Malabar annida, corresponds with the year 490 of the 
Christiati o^ru. 

llie history of the Jews is the moat wonderful of 
nny in the unntds of time. They are indeed u standing 
miracle *. and however modem pniloaophy inay raise 
doubts of revelation in some particulars, a people seat' 
tered over the face of the earth, yet preserved distinct 
and separate from every njition among whom they 
dwell, affords jncontrovertihic evidence of its truth. 
Wo trace them from the call of Abraham in Chaldea, 
and rest with delight at the tents and wells of the pfi- 
triajrclml shepherds : from those pastoral sednea w'e 
actrompany them to Egypt, sympathize in their capti¬ 
vity and oppressions under an urtgrateful monard ^ 
and rejoice in their deliverance from cruel iiomitige: 
we share in their adventures in tiie wilderness, and par¬ 
ticipate in their wars and conr^nests in Canaan. 
Estuhhshed there, and dissatisfied with the theocracy, 
we view them under the regal govern inent, in a pro¬ 
gressive incretue of wealth and population, until, at 
(he conctiuion of David's reign, the men of Israel who 
drew the sword were a thousand thousand, and an 
hnndred thousand, and Judah was four hundred three¬ 
score and ten thousand men; all descended in a direct 
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Imc from Abralmm, the ixatonil pittriarcU. Iti the 
rtfign of Solonion the teiTi|ioral prophecies were coin- 
pletcd; the wiraUh, power, and gTwiinMS of that ci- 
truordtnary moitareh, aurijaascd all the kinps of the 
earth : hot, alas! Solomon forgot the gnide of his 
yottth; and in his old*age hiiili altars, atid sacrificed 
iinlo the gods of hia strange wives. His example was 
followed by many of his successors, nntil their idolatry 
became so nbominable in the sight of Jehova!!, who 
had peculiarly styled himself the Gou of ramel, that, 
aftef a succession of heavy judgincnis, blended ^'ith 
signal mercies, he finally withdrew liis protection from 
the nncrateful tribea of Israel and Judah; and Nebu¬ 
chadnezzar king of Babylon came with a large army 
and besieged Jemaalem, carrying away all who had 
escaped the sword captives to Babylon, where they 
became sm-ants and slaves for aeventy years, "^ere 
we behold them ia a deplorable state of captivity, 
hanging their harps upon the willows of Euphrates, 
and suffering a cruel bondage until releiscd by the de¬ 
cree of Cpus: then, with tlieir millions reduced to 
forty-two tliDu^nd, they were numbered by hundreds, 
and" by twenties, in their small ciicampmcni near the 
river Abava: there Ezra, their pious leader, proclaim«l 
B fast, and prostrated himself before the God of Isrard, 
who had delivered their fathers, their kings, and their 
priests, to the sword, to captivity, and to spoil i but had 
now extended his mercy to them in the sight of the 
kings of ^Tsia, and had left a remnant to escape, and 
to act up the house of God, and to repair the desola¬ 
tions of Jcmsalem ! Their history is still intcreaung, 
from the building of the second Temple until the fin^ 
daatniction of Jerusalctn by Tims; predicted yt 
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Son of Goo, for their rejecting luiii as the JIca»mh. 
From that ilreadful period, to th<- present day, what a 
spectacle do they exhibit! how folly accjoiwpllahed are 
all the prophecies respet-img them I thej daily present 
a iniradc aluch no aopliistry cun controvert, no scep¬ 
ticism dude. Scattered over the* face of the earth, how 
awfully do their expatriated tribes fulfil the detiuncia- 
tjon of their great law-giver I “Ami it shall he, if thou 
do at all forget th*! Lord thy God, and walk after other 
gods, and 'serve them, and worship them, 1 testify 
against you this day that ye shall sardy perish. The 
l 4 )rd sbdl scatter thee among all people, from tlic one 
end of the earth even unto the other i and thou sbalt 
liecomo an astonishmeiiit,, a proverb, and a hy-word, 
among all the nations whither the Lord shall lead 
thee ; if thou wilt not observe to do all the words of 
this law ; that thou may cat fear this glorious and fearful 
name. The Lojuj thv Goo!" Deut. eh. viii. v. 11*. 

ch- xxTiii. V. 37s o8, Wr 

Wc sailed for Anjengo on tlie 17th, passing near a 
sandy coast, covered with cocoa-nut trees: we had a 
tiujisient view of tJio Dutch factorica at Porca and 
CBlliqoiloQC, where they procure pepper and cassia, 
abundant in that part of Malabar : the next morning 
we arrived at Quilonc, or Coulan, another Dutch set- 
tlctuent; it was formerly a large town, bdunging to 
the Portugneze, witli extensive fortifications ; these 
are now destroyed; the churches are converted into 
warehows, and the European inhahirantajeduced to 
a factor, surgeon, and a small garrison, tbe natives 
are chiefiy Kouian- catholic Cheiatiuns. 

Quilonc is six leagues froniAnjcngu. About half 
way we passed Edditvu, formerly a Danish factory'; hut 
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at that tima * coonttj- villa brioagilte .0 thr Eng1i.l. 
ahirf of Atijritgo. FroTii theaca to Aaj^gn Aa .™« 
ia KHv and roniaatic; eapefiony about the ' ' 

Roertili; where the women of Anjengo (hilly f^l 
w-oter, from a eery Bur tpring, whirh they tell at 
jengo! the water there being generally br.ek.ah and 

unwhO'lcaoaic. du.,,,A 

Altboucli the wcathtT whs iiicx3cratt*, wc f 

violent sorf rolling on the sliore at Anjeogo; «o 
EnglUli hoiit crer attempts to pass through it: on ^ 
proarhing thes.^ rolling surges, we quitted the pinnae^ 
Td got iota a in whieh wo were thrown on 

shore by their fury. Muliiliaf 

Thus termioated oiir voyage down 

eJt which during the fair aeoaon ia dehghtMr ..a 

shelving ahnrea afford a aafe narlgation, preotot nntoy 
SSul ocenea. and « uundier of opu ent town,, tb. 

■ dtcmale taid and .ea breerea .re ' 
vessels bound either north or southw-aid. TV lule 
onniiilns are cncoged in cotiimercial concerns, the p 
ledger, hare the .drantage of .topping daily id ^ 
miw settlement, where they meet with hospilahly 

”"inieneo the pl.ee of my dmlination, wM id that 
time Jlie"!.:.. Engli.h fetor^n 

InTht^S” of “ sl- north, and 7«- 40 emi. iong^- 

"^f houam. fom,iuga,„re. »-ou. «re 
dred vaids in length ; the north end tcniimattd > ^ 

ehurSi. and the Engiiah 

the w^h br^e fort and lo.« '-“•-"y 

^Tiicli readied uearly from the 
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taincd store-bomcs, (iwommortntions for the gameon. 
and apartittCDM for the chief, who wM a mvtuU-f of 
council at Bomfiaj-. The civil aervanta and military 
officers resided in tolerable bouses 5 the natives gene¬ 
rally in thatched hots. The Portngueze church, white 
tombs, a respectable fortress, and other accotnpaJii- 
ments, surrounded by cocoa-nut woods, gave Aujengo 
a pleasing dftpej^nce, 

Without crossing the river, 1 had but little induce- 
meut to leave ttiy house, which indeed was a cottage 
thatched with palmyra leaves, so small, that a sofa I 
carried from Bombay could not cuter tbe door, and I 
remained in a veranda the whole time of my boiiihli- 
ment. Without a road, carriages and horses would have 
been iisolcsa | our only recreation was sailing on the 
river, landing on its verdant baohs.and strolling among 
the wilds, wdicrc I allows the scenery was delightful. , 

Most of the inhabitants of AojengO are Christians 
oftheBomish church; either descended from the Por¬ 
tngueze, or converted from the lower tribes of Mu* 
labars, a poor ignorant people, w'ith whom we could 
not associate: many w’cre fishermen; others made 
cordage and cables, from the coir or husk of the cocoa- 
nut, a principal article of trade at Anjeiigo; where 
thev also nianufacttired some common cotton cloth; 
hut in the kingdom of Travcncore were various and 
eatensivc manufacture-H of that article, which in every 
respect rivnlletl the long-rloth of the Carnatic. Thu 
English gentlemen traded in cassia, but th#Company 
had the exclnsire' purrhase and exportation of pepper. 
Among the Anjeogo manufacturers may be reckoned 
the trunks, travelling-cases, and ramp-baskets, com¬ 
posed of cone-work, covere d by acompoaitinti of tjuick- 
lime and hutter-milk, mtuglpd with a black powder. 




215 


STEKN15’5> ti.IKA. 

• prepared from tUe l.amt .liell. of eo^oa^nuu: d,U U 
nftenvurds repeatcdlj' varnished with the juice < 
tree, common in Travencore. until it ucrimre. a poli.t^^d 
soUdity capable of resisting the 

famlliea excelled in gold and silver ag ^ 

which they executed K^^lioa- 

imitated Bilver iitcn§il3 of the best ng is > 

with great facility and neatness. * O wn-il's 

I do not jmmediately rec-ollect the Abbe Ray wU 

rhapsody at Anjengo: it implies, I at 
nificant the settlement may be m itaclf. i <s,.crnc^ 
over celebrated us the birth-place of Im and atrnes 
EuL a lady witir whom 1 had the pleasure of bemg 
accjuJnted at Bombay, wbose re&ned taste^ud cleg U 
uecot^plishmetita require no encomiums frain m> ptu- 
But It iB, pcVliup9, not so generally known, that. jt p 
hkewise /avc birth to Robert Ormc i a wn^ who ^ 

frequently Wn amiaSe man 

contmiiesj tempratuoua ort^an 

wriZ: H-u-v of 

ri.ible,' or Hooting ">0“"7» 

h„.r,.uo,i..iu. odtil f ii 

,hdr- nWpooHoon 

nni b«t.kopco 7 r ^ 

i.,b.nrvnd ‘o >>0 F""’”!'? THo 

re«,nnilthre«tem to ovtrw loudtnt enn- 

Mi»t of tht«t bUlo''-’ 
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iiOHj and With the. thunder and lightninj:, so fri^quml 
in the niiny h truly awful. During the tedious 

monsoon I ftaRserl at Anjtmgo^ I often stood upon the 
trcmbljuj^stind-hT^nki to con tern plate the aokuitn 
and deriFc a com fort from that Biiblium and omny^otent 
decree, ‘^Hitherto shall thou comoj hut no fun her? 
and here shall thy proud waves be stayed T Job 
xxKviiL V* ! L 

My cottage and garden wTre so near tha hcflch, flint 
during the moasoou the gau^e curtninA of the bed, 
although in a retired ehatnlier, were constantly wet 
with a Esak moi-Httire^ the glasses andj>ictuK^s mu down 
with 0 briny fluid, and the vegetables in the garden 
were jneruKtrU with Halt. In that gloomv Hcason, "no 
vessel approaches the Jahosphable shorcj in the fair 
ijionths;, their boats cannot attempt poAfiing through the 
surf, hut wait at a tUsteiice, for the coining o(F of die 
light canoeSj called toneys, to bring on shore tbe goods 
and passengers j who arc never lauded without trouhkq 
ami arc somclimes expiosed to danger; even then the 
sea is often so rniigti, that neitlicr u eunoe^ nor even a 
1 utajiKirsLii, can put oft ; although the latter ia only u 
suifdl raft, on whicli the fi-shennen venture in severe 
weather to vensels in [Jn; otling: they arc frequently 
overset* and the men woshctl oft : yet they are such 
dixtroug j^iwimmcfs, us soon to regain their situation! 
and paddle awny until tliL-ir purpose ia accomplished. 

I shall not enter on ihe ictbyology of the Malabar 
coast, except to mention the hippociunptis^ or sen^ 
horse^ wbicb, in iti^ dried state, forim apart of thost 
h-uTOpcaj] coUectiomf; it is not among the edible fish, 
though caught in great numbers with thcyi: the hip¬ 
pocampus ia generally from four to six inchefi^a length, 
and two in rircumfcrencc in the thickest part: Ihe 
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bead and cunniure of the nock rwctiihle n horec; from 
whenoe a short swelling ho^lj graduallf tapew to the 

extreiuitr of the tail : some puns of its form are qua¬ 
drangular, others hciatigiilar, atid the body lias seven 
Of eight divisions j the whole sepantted by ritlt^s, and 
furnished with fina, to shape iu course m ita own 

demenL 

A principal amusetnent, during the nutiy reason, 
was to assemble at tl.e bar of Mjengo river* to behold 
a cufjous contest, not only between the dritira of the 
aea and the river, but also bctweeii the finny race in 
Ihcir rcsperllve dominions, la those months when 
the soutli-wcBt monsoon blows with the greatest vio¬ 
lence, the floods pour down from the mountains, swell 
,hc river.. iDuetoe .l.c pW, »nd «th e..umd..eB 
r.pi.lity, earn, me,. l.oeK., .ncB, .«d .cu, to the 
eeetiD: the hnev Irihes, lUMurheJ m tltef “'“J 

tnat^ «re iraptiied to the emhoiiehote rf the'iver: 

where, led hv ItBlinet, or aecideulellj dne™ hf the 

„lon.ooi> the, meet the nionstin of the drop 

r«dv todeeoer them. The doodeftom the mornttmo. 
impetootfle ru.h to thi. oaOet, DPd then, meet • .eody 
her, meoni'ohited hy the omlerii .or^, -h-vh pie- 
.eot. . formldehle ha,riot hetwoeo the eoatOBlioB 
wwter,. Neptmte. terrifie hillotm dmh fono^y 
eeria,P the river strem,,.. preeipimttnB over the 1^. 
"S^pre..et . .eeoc e,v.ler to copee.ve thao d^nh^ 
The flood, contniii mmenK >hori. of i*h. •hull. 
™„,ed u.,och violent eonvuUioo., ^ 

the no,.e o»d fory by leaping oyer the 
di.ttnded jews of the lyrnpu »ailinS » 
liLl prey. An allieator i. .omrtimvn mvoluotm^ly 

impelled tonrt ■ i" ,<l>» AT""*""” > 

and of cotlrsc perishes in the ocean. 
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CHAPTER XII- 

TnifMcore—CcItivatioEi oF P^pper^CoaisJa tnd Cinna- 

moTi—Oil Plfliiti—Olire Tr»^i]k Cotton—WiJd Aninial^— 
Civet Cat ^ Crocodile and AHigaCor—^Icbncumcn—Seal—DJrdsj— 
CrcscEnit Snalcc^—Biacl^ Atnplij^bcefla—Number of Noaiout 
Heptilefl—Terrillles^ or Wbitc Any—Gold Duat in Mnlabar 
Riven—Iron >!ific#, ForgOp ntid Smelling- bsmacs*“Saltpffna — 
Mohuigies or Sali-boilen ofBeogaL 

my reflidcncc at Anjengo, I endcaTOTired 
to acquire a topographical koowtedge of tlmt part of 
I^lulaliitr; and the tuannei^ cmcl customs of the natives 
of Tmveacorc ; it^ patunil histor}' opftus a very ample 
field for inyestigation, and the iubabUonts did'er in 
mmj respects from the northern Uiudoos^ 

Although not partial to AnjeDgo as a residence^ 
I ncTcr madu a distant excursion wiihout being charm¬ 
ed with the variety of its rivers; sometimes we glide 
tbrougli narrow dcviofis chaimckj between steep craggy 
rocks^ with woody a u mm it#, where the branches, unit- 
mg over the iftream, form a verdant canopy,, i»j|>cr- 
vioris to the tropiral sun: from these dark recessei 
wc suddenly emeege into an eMensivc lake ^ 

<* puno fti tile e^Diue ef henven j ^ 

again we enter a romantic scene of ro^s and ivoodf^ 
or pursue thi? serpentine course of a broad gentle 
river fringed by odoriferous plants, and eticircliJig many 
verdant Lslands^ some inhabited, others tfoody and 
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wild: these aeeues am animated by bcatitiful Inr^ l 
and the waters abound with cxceUftit fish. Cultivation 
extends to some distance eastward of the rivers t from 
thence to the foot of the GatU mountains the country 
18 an entire forest, never frequented by travellers, and 
little known even hy those who live in its vicinity: 
there, amid the solemn stillijesa of uncultivated na¬ 
ture, I have ranged for miles, rapt in solitary musings. 

These exentsions were my chief enjoyrnent at An- 
ieneo: the fertile plains, the hills clothed by imingo, 
cashew, and cassia trees, bounded by the stupendous 
Gout^ towering in nidc maptiificencc, forme a an 
scape not often exceeded. Iia grandeur was undent¬ 
ed when seen from the heights of Eddova on Qm- 
loncf where I have often beheld the sun majcstic^ly 
risin'^ above the summit of the eastern mt^tains, 
and throwing a broad expanse of light over the west- 
sea. In aiicfi situations we experience the truth ol 
Addison's remark, that “ our imagination loves to be 
filled with an object, or to grasp at any thing that 
is too big for imr capacity : we are flung into a ple^ 
ing astonishment at such unbounded views, and feel a 
delightful Btillficss iuid amacement in the iouJ, ii£ the 
appfcht’tision of them.'^ 

Among the various prmluctions of the southern 
districts in Malabar are the pepper-viue, and co^ 
(piper nigrum, & laurns cassia, Lin.) The former is a 
ii^le commodity at Anjengo, and fewows on a beatiti- 
fiil vine, which, incapable of supporting itself, entvi incs 
round poles prepared for it; or, as is more common in 
the Traveucore plantations, the pepper-vincs arc plant¬ 
ed near mango and other trees of straight high atems, 
which being stripptd of the lower hranebe*, the vine 
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eiTibrares thp tnmlc, coTcring it with eltfgflut festoon 
and rich btittchea of fruit, in the pictiirpaqiie style of 
the Tincyarrls in Cntnpagna Felice. The mango and 
jactrees arc generdiy used for tliis purpose; few pep¬ 
per gardens contain uiorc than eight or ten trees t the 
vines ore planted near the trunk, and led to it while 
young; the stein is tongh, knotty, and strong: some 
hegilt to bear in the foiirtli year, others not till the 
sixth; th<?y are in perfi^ion about the ninth or tenth 
year, and continue fjearitig ns lunny yetirs longer, if in 
a congenial soil; from tbiit period the vine gradnally 
decays; a new soil is then prepared for a cunsiderablc 
depth round the tree, for the reception of fresh shoots 
from Hourishing vines. 

The leaf of the pqjper plant is large, and of a bright 
green; the blossoms appear in June, soon after the 
eommcncement of the rains; they are small, of a 
greenish white; sncefcded by bunches of greeti ber¬ 
ries, which turn bro^s-n and hard ns they ripen : the 
peppr is gathered in February, and has the same 
appt'ar-dtiee os in Europe. Tlie davoiir of pepper is 
nioTip or less eommuniented to the fruit of the tree 
which supports it; n circumstance not at all relished 
by the proprietor, os many mangoes taste strong of tur¬ 
pentine, and are not improved by the additiooid pun- 
gen try of peppi-r. 

Assiduity and cleanliness are essentially necessary 
in a pepper garden i not a weed is permitted to grow; 
the produce, however, amply compensates for the 
trouble; for although the Anjengo pepper ia not so 
much cfiteentcd as that produced at Onpre and Carwar, 
ills sold, on an average, at eighty rupees a eaiidy; five 
hnndred and sixty English pounds weight. Jt is trea- 
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Hin to acitroy a piyper-riae In Trawntana, where the 
king innnnpoliie. that branrfi of eomuiarcoi bnl per- 
mitA tluj DicrchuntB of Anjengo to ha™ a free triuie 
-with h\s subjects in cassia, coir, cables ivud coniage, 
made from the puter husk of (lie cocoa-nut. 

The caisia resembles the bay-tree, of which it is a 
species; it is caUed cassia tignea, lo distmguiih it from 
the Uurus-cinnumomum, or true cimiamon, to which r 
is rerv inferiors tlm finest cassia sofueames 
the lieculiur propettiea of that valuable s|uce, but is 
in giieral of u-coarser tcMnrc and leas ' 

vour. The reiU. cinnaiuon seems mdjgenous y 

Ion ; there are some trees in the Coiupimya „ 

Anjengo, as a curiosity- The Icavts o _ 
smaller than the laiirrh and more poiutaU 
cinniwiion stiII more delicate i t)ie osaoin^ 
thefiowors of the arbutus, 

fragrant; the fruit resembles a small acorn. y g 

and tender sboots are of a bright red, changing 
to gn.m as they approach maturity; ^ 

namon hut the only valuable part of the tree ^ 

Za. i.c«. down, nnd new .hoots .pnog front thn 

root * it is also raised from seed, 

Tlie Travcncorc country abounds with indigenous 
whose blossoms and foliage have a pleasing un 

r:tdTi5tti:^T=tr..f.a 


WfLD 


222 

of the tree h altogether ditfVreni, and far 
oiare beauriful in landscape than the ^rey tint of the 
Italiiii] oliTe, 

Tile s^lk-cotron tree (hanihox cerha, Lin.) grown* 
luxorbinllj in those diitricta: it proilnces hmutifol 
cottoiii hut of too delicate a tt j(ture for miinnfactiirc. 
This tree ia extrerndy etirioos m ita growth; the 
liiani-hes regnlarlT project in horizontal atagefl^gradnally 
diniinijibing oa tliey approach the top, forming in the 
MidaW woods a crimson pyminid;^ of Bingular appear- 
antic; the Qower resembles n single peony, or round 
tnlipi of bright red, succeeded by u pod, in size and 
sliitpc like u plantain, green at firbt, but ripening to a 
dark brown, when it Imr^ts open, and covers the nd- 
joining groves with snowy flakes, light as the floiiting 
gogyainer. 

THl animals in the soothern provinces and mountam- 
ous regions of Afalabar, arc tigers, ekphimt*^, budaloeB, 
hog&j eivct-cats, and a vEuriety of monkeys and squirrels; 
some of the pncmkeys a?c large, and covered with blark 
glossy liair, eiKccpt a verj^ full white lieard and mnata- 
chios ; which give them a venerable, and almost hu- 
man appeamnee. 

The wild btiffaloc h common in tnany parts of Tra^ 
Tcncore: 1 had never before ^een in a country where 
these nnimals were indigenous. The Malahars, and 
c^fpeeially the NMrs, foriTi large hunting parties to de* 
stroy them, ob also the wild elephant, tiger, and leo- 
partL They asseEnhle by hnndrecls, armed wifb strong 
spearsj and huge bow^ and arrows; forming n circle 
round the thickets fref|nented hy the W'ild beasts, tliey 
make a tond noise to rotiEc them from cover, and 
drive them towards the rentre: then gradually cm- 
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trucLing the circle, they unit® in an arnied phntanx, 
and fullnpoti their prey, of which very few escape: but 
they sometimca wound each other in their furious on¬ 
set, and often sustain dreudiiil attacks from tlieir en- 
mged foe. 

The bufFaloc is one of the strongest and most formid¬ 
able of the savage raoet with short hurna, powerful neck, 
and large tuft of hair on the head. It is justly re marked 
in the oriental field-sports, that hla aspect is c\tremedy 
fierce : he seems to look with disdain on every living 
object, and to rely on the great strength he possesses, 
lo ovtTilirow ivhatever may be opposed to his rage, 
TJie sntiillest provocation Irritates him incredibly ! and 
such is his coimige, that he uHll souictimca attack even 
a group of elephants going for fodder. There cannot 
be a more menacing object than u single wild bnfi'a- 
loc, disturbed from wallowing in the mudand tlie 
knowledge of his brutal disposition by no means al¬ 
lays the apprehensions to which his countenance and 
gestures giv® l>irth : the whole race, whether viild or 
tiuue, have an eye full of mischief, and are ne^cr, on 
any occasion, to he trusted. 

It is commonly undcratood that Providence has al¬ 
lotted to every animal a climate suited to its nature; 
and a general review, thrpaghont the universe, will add 
no Btiiall weight to this opinion. But to this general 
nilc we have to plead one eiccptioo: namely, thut the 
bttffaloc of India is by no mesms suited to the ciimacc 
of the country; that Buimal not only delights in the 
water, but will not thrive unless it have a swamp to 
wallow in; there rolling themselves, they speeday work 
deep hollows, wherein they lie immersed- I'fn 
seems to delight the bujahlne more tliati the deep ver- 
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dnrc an the ronfines of poo^s and mari^hcs^ especially 
if surrounded by adl grassi no m m afTord conceal merit 
ntid shade, whUe the body is covered by the water: in 
such situations they seeiti to enjoy a perfect cstasy: 
having in general nothing aliove the surfacep. hut thtiir 
ryes and nosftriUs the horna licing^low down, and eon- 
set] aenrty entirely hidden from view. 

The civet-cat (viverra civetta, LinO so called, though 
not of the feline, but ’WTiasel genus, is a v^ry ferodons 
animrd, and unless taken youngs irctremely difheidt lo 
tame: it Is larger than a common cat^ the body and feet 
shaded with dark stripes over a hiindlcd brown j the 
head, eyes, and ears resemble a large mt; their food cun- 
si B of binK mice, and reptiles^ fo r w Ii i eh t hey insidi ousl y 
watefi^ and seixe with wonderful eagemesi : I kept one 
for some time in a wooden cage, but the smell at length 
became so rnsulferaljle, that I gave him liberty; for, 
hoiA^ver the perfume may be e^eeinedt the odour of 
the animal is always diaagTcenble. The civet, or musk, 
is formed in a gLmidnlar reccpiade under the tail, from 
whence it is i^riueezed oat by little at a time^ twice or 
thrice a week; itisthtm an offensive unguent like 
thick greasy milk, hnt afterwards changes to a hard 
brow'n substance. A full-grown cat always yklJi more 
of this perfume when first eatfght« rhun after it has been 
any time confined. 

The enstem districts of Travencorc, intersected by 
hikes and rivers, abound with aniphibrous iLalinalSj es¬ 
pecially aJIigatont and seals. There seems to he no es¬ 
sential difference between the alligator of India, and 
the Egyptian crocodile ^ lacma alligator^ and Incertus 
crocotlilas. Naturalists seem to confine the alligator to 
South Amurica, the crocodile to Asia and Africa i but 
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in Indiii tlie lact-rla crocodiinfl, genciaily caUcd Ujc 
; i]ligator, ia from five to twenty feet long, ahiiped like 
the geniw to which it belongs: ilic l>flck ia eovered 
with inij)cnetruble aciilea j the legs short, with five 
spreading toes on the fortvfeet, uml four in a straight 
line on the hinder, arniijd with claws: the alligator 
moves slowly, its whole formation bemg calculated for 
strength, the liaek-hone firmly jointed, and the tail a 
most roriuldahle weapon : in the riwr he ea^ly 
springs on the wreteh unfortunately bathing within 
bis rraeh, and cither knocks him down with his tail 
or opens a wide mouth for his destruction, armeil with 
numerous sharp teeth of various length ; by which, 
like the shark, be sometimea severs the human body 
at i\ single bite; the annaU of the Nile and Ganges, 
jilthoiiitb wonderful, are not fabulous. Tim npftcr jaw 
onlv of tho alligator was tliouglil to be moveable i 
that ia tiQW completely disproved; the eyes are of a 
dull green, with fi brilliimt pnpil, covered by a iraufl- 
parent pellicle, nmveuble as in birds: from the Iiettds 
of those of large sizc^ [Uusk is frefluently c-xtriiLteiL 
The alligator Bouictiuies banks in tlie sun-beains on 
tlm banks of the river, but oftencr floats on Hi aurfimei 
there, conreuliHg his liead imd feet, he appears like the 
rough trunk of a tree, both hi sliapc and cokw : by 
this deception, dogs and other aniinaln feurlesitly ap~ 
prtnich, and are suddenly plunged to the bottom by 
their insidious foe: even the royal Uger liceoraes his 
prey, ipltting the cover to drink m the river; Um 
wilv alligiilor, concealed under water, steals along the 
hunk, and suddenly emerging, furiously Hitacks the 
tiger, who never declbes tlie combat: the nHigiaor 
gcoerally loses hi» eyes, and receives dreadful wounds 
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on tli(? head, but at leagth plunges his adTcnary into 
an ajinatiirai clementj and there devours hini. 

The aatonitiiing siae and strength of the alligator 
and crortidile render them very terrible; the smidl 
ones live chiefly on fish j Jind far from attacking the 
Iituuiin species, dive instantly on tlieir approiieh: 
the female soiiieii tiies lays three or four hundred eggSi 
^hich she covers with sand to be vivified by the sun t 
in about a month the brood break the shell ciod in¬ 
stinctively take to the water. I kept a small odc 
sevcrjl months in u garden pool, hut growing large 
and destmetive to tuy potdtry, I set him at liberty. 

The following accDunt of the Egyptian crocodile 
in the liook of Job, is very descriptive of the Indian 
alligator: “Const thou draw out leviathan anth 
a hook, or Us tongue with a. cord? Const thou 
fill his skin with barbed irons, or his head with 
Esb-spears f Luy thine hand upon him, retuetnher the 
battle, do no more! None is so fierce that dare stir 
him lip. Shall not one be cast down even at the sight 
of him r Who ran open the doors of his face t his 
teeth urc terrible round about. His scales are his pride, 
shut up tdgether, as with a close seal. One is so near 
to another, that no air can cojiie hetweeu them. They 
are joined one to another; they stick together, that 
they cannot lie sundered. By his necsings a light 
doth shine; and lih eyes are like the cyoUds of the 
morning. Out of his mouth go luirning lamps, and 
sparks of fire leap out. Out of his nostrils goeth 
smoke, as out of a seething pot, or caldron. !□ his neck 
rctnuinctli strength. His heart is as firm as a fitone. 
The sword of him that loyeth at him cannot hold; the 
spear, the dan, nor the habergeon. He cflleemeth 
iron as straW, and brass as rotten wood. Darts art? 
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cownted as stublilc, he lati^heth iit'tbe shakings of ii 
spear. Upon earth tlicre is not his like, who is niiiitc 
without fear!*' Job, eh. xlf. v. i, 7,10, 14- 2^), 29, 

24 , 26 , 27 , 29 , 33 . 

TJic lehneuriion, or iiiongoiisc (vivetm iehneiuon, 
Lin.) which is uaid to destroy the eggs of the crocwlilc 
on the hanks of the Nile, arc equally dcstrticiivc to 
those of the alligator, deposited near the rivers of Tm’ 
vent'orc j where these useful iinifHtils abound■ They also 
devour the young ones on shore, as their food consists 
of venuiu mid reptiles of every desfription ; they art? 
enemies to serpents, with whom they wage peitJCtnal 
war: and when wounded by their poisonous fangs, 
instinetively go to ati herbaceous antidote, with which 
tlicy are well aei|nalnted. This uniiiml ivsis adored by 
the aticieiit Egy-ptians fof his national services ; and is 
domestieuted by their descendants, to destroy rJita, mice, 
iind other venniti. The ielineumon is formed, like the 
WPiisel, with a slender bead, long nose, bright eyes, 
very sharp teeth, and a long coat of hair hcaiitifnlly 
brindled, often shiuing like silver. It siniieiiiiies 
springs suddenly on its J)rey with wonderful ogiltiy; 
nt others, it steals insidiously among the high grass 
and Imslies, and seizes it iinawiires: it is very I'ote 
ragrous, and frwjuently attacks lUiinmls much larger ( 

flian itself. , . , i r £ 

'Hie salt waters of Travcneorc obound with a seal of f 

that species which is eallwl pboca pusilhi, im animal y 
seeinfjigly between the Iwaver and the oHct, in some { 
n^siiecis partaking of both, and differing from the pbo¬ 
ca vitulina, and others of the genus, foiinrl on the rocky 
iKlaiids of the ocean. The Travencom seal line a round 
liead, short ears, thick neck, tailoring body, «nd flat 
mil, like a fish ; it is web fooled, and the ekm rovend 
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with a soft Ofly hair: this amphrbioiis rrcntim?,tiniHng 
in so many respects the qaadnipctl with the acjiiacic 
artiirtsiL^, seetufi to link the two species in the great chain 
of creation- Seals vary la size and api>carBiice in differ¬ 
ent countries: at AnjcDgq they seldom exceed four feet 
in length : they are gregarious and sociahle; form |;xir- 
ties on the banks of the hut always phinge in at 

the nppropich of a stranger. 

The biols rn the southern piu'ts of MaliihiiTt ns in 
in oat tropinil cliiniites, are gaily clothed ; but leas me- 
lodious than the northern songsicrs. The paiTOrpjets 
are remarkably haudsouic; the head^ shaded with red^ 
purjilej and hliie* hniiihcs in a black eirelc round the 
from whence to its long tapering tail the plu¬ 
mage is a lively green ? the parrots are not so beautifidi 
but ibrir number is airtonishing: they are as iniiclj 
dreaded at the time of harvest as a Mahratta army* or 
a host of locusts; they darken the air by their nuui- 
Ijersy and alighting on a rice-field, in a few hounf tarry 
off evoTT car of ripe com to their hiding-places m th* 
mouutaius- 

Tim bird of Attinga, or pied birtl of Panidise fpl* 
cvis orient idisi Liiu) is common m the ffiieen of Attrn- 
ga's dominions ; its elegant form, purple crest, snowy 
ptuDiagc, and long taib constitnie it one of the moat 
beautiful in the Indian omithology- 

Tlm houses at Anjengo, being mostly thalclit'^l with 
the matted leaves of the cocoa-nut tree, afford shelter 
to snakes^ scorpions, cemipedesj lizards, and insects of 
all descript iddSp The most ctiriouir is a small black 
j^nake^ calletl by ihe uaiivea the creseent snake, though 
I sliould rather class it with the polypus: it is two or 
three inches long, with a head ^ituiped like a crescent ; 
from the outer line of the Bemidrtle are siimll teeth. 
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cnsJty rtisccmcd through A iiiicroBTOpe; I couM uot 
discover any eyes : on cutting off (hjg head, the otlier 
end iitinicdiatoly suppUed the loss; ii laovca in a re¬ 
trograde manner, and lives after tlie amputation: it 
is entirely covered -with a glossy slinie, which, like u 
aniul, it leaves wherever it goes: this is' said to he poi¬ 
sonous, and the bite mortal; n cLarnctcristie often 
aSfrilied to the Indian serpents without foundation. 
There was also at Anjengo a small black species of 
the anipliishocna, or tiouhle-headed snake. The tail is 
shaped and marked so like tlic head, as not to lx: ea¬ 
sily (listingtiishcd from it. The Idea of the aniphis- 
been a having two heads, with perfect organs, is erro¬ 
neous j hut as it proceeds, at pleasure, with either 
head or tail foremost, this opinion has been adopted. 
The hite of this snake is also reputed mortal by the 
natives ; but being, like the fonner, destitute of fuigs, 
the usQol conveyance of a serpent’s poison, I am doubt¬ 
ful of its malignity, 

I mentioned the Termites,or Wliitc Ants of Bombay; 
these cxtriiordiiiary insects are far tnore □urucitias aud 
destructive at ^Viijcngo, where it is ditficuSt to guard 
again-Ht their depredations; in a few lioura they will 
demolish a large chest of books, papers, silk, or clothes, 
perforating them with a thousand holes: we dare not f 
ieuve a box on the floor without placing it on glass 
bottles, which, if kept free from dust, they cantiot f 
ascend; this is trifling, wlien eom|wed with the ae- ^ 
nous misehief they eoniedmcs occasion, by penetrating 
the beams of a house, or destroying the timlicrs in a ^ 
ship. 

These destructive amcnala advance by myriads to 
their work, under on arched incrustation of fine sand, 
tempered witli a moisture from their lM«ly, which rcu- 
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dors thi* t‘OV<rrt’W»y as haul ns burnt clay, and 
ttuilly cotici'ftls iliem at tiurir insidious crnploymctit. 

I could mention many curious instances of depreda¬ 
tion by the termites; one happened to myself; 1 Mt 
Anjensro in the rainy season, to paw a few weeks with 
tliu fhief at his country house at Eddova, in u rural 
and shelter'd situsition. On ray departure, I locked 
np a rooiJi, contaitiing books, drawings, and a few valu¬ 
ables ; as I took the key with me, the servant eould 
not enter to clean the fomiturct the walls of the room 
wenr wliitc-washitd, adorned with prints and drawings, 
in English frames and glasses! returning home in the 
evening, and taking a cursory rit>w of my cottage by 
cnndle-light, I found every thing apparently in the 
same order its I left it; hot on a nearer inspection the 
next morning, I observed a nninher of advanced works, 
in various directions, towards my pictures: the glasses 
appeared to lie very dull, and the frdinea covereil with 
dust; on attempting to wipe it off, 1 was astonished 
to find the glasses fixed to the wall, not snsjicnd- 
cd in frames as I left them, but completely sur- 
rouneW! by an incrustation cemented by the white 
ants; who had aettially eaten up the deal ftatnes 
and tiaekhoards, and the greater part of the pa¬ 
per, and left the glasses upheld hy the inerusta- 
fton, or covcreel-wny, which they had fonnitl dur¬ 
ing their drprwiation. From the fiat Dutch Iwliles, 
on which the drawm and boxes were placed, not 
having been wiped during my absence, the ants had 
ascended the Iwttli's hy means of the dust, eat ilirotigh 
(he bottom of a chest, and made some progrt'ss in per- 
fomting the liooks and linen, Tiie chirrs iiidy, witli 
whom 1 had been slaying at Eddova, on ifturniug'tu 
her apartments In the fort, found, from the same 
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CiiUBCif !i Lirpc in wbich »bc had dcpositEd shtiwlsj 
iniLHllu$r and uther articli’St coUl'cIlnI prcpamtory to 
her lea'i'ing Judin, entirely destroyed by theBe vonicioua 
tim'cLs> 

Tlie story of the tertuites demolbUng a chest 
of dollars at Bencoolen, is commonly told, if not com¬ 
monly credited throughout Intlm. Captain V^^illiain- 
soii in a great degrtu; clears np that siogolar anecdote, 
hv introducing another of a gentleman who baving 
charire of a cheat of money, tiufortutjately placctl it on 
the floor in a damp sitnation: the chest was spee^ly 
attacked by the white ants, who had their burrow juat 
under the place where the treasure stood. They 
soon annihilated the bottom, and were not more cere- 
monious in respect to the bags containing the specie, 
which being thus let loose, fell gradually into the hol¬ 
lows in the nuts’ burrow, men the cash was called 
for, all were amazdl at the w'Oiidcrful powers, both of 
thJ teeth and stoiimchs, of tlifl little niareudcw, which 
were supposed to have consumed the silver as well us 
the wood, lifter some years, the house requiring re¬ 
pair, the whole sum was found several feet dtxp ifl the 
earth ; and the termites were rescued from that oblo¬ 
quy whidi the supposed power of feasting on precious 
metids had enst on their whole race. The captain 
adils, “ that, wtiLii from finding snch articles us tlmy 
might else attack, insulated by means of friuiiefi, of 
which the feet are placed in vessels foil of water, they 
have l>ecn knowti to ascend to the upper flooring, and 
thence to work downwards in filaments, like the rmiu- 
fications of the roots of a tree j and thus d^cend to 
tlieir object. In fact, it is scarcely possible to prevent 
tbeiii from injuring whatever they take a fancy to. 
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When a bear finds a nest of my kind of imt% but es¬ 
pecially ’willre ants, be demolishes the ’ftbole burrow: 
iickinj; ujf all the chzstera he cun gi^t at; md lying 
witli Lis tongue out, to entice the prey into his inoath; 
by this [ueans he often obtains au ample meal; for u 
bushel of them may freipumtly be fouucl in the game 
nest. The uliiie ant is about the sisee of a small grain 
of rice; has a white hotly, appearing like a laaggot^ 
and a very strong red head, armed with pow'crful tor- 
ceps; it has four short legs. They are an article of 
food among some of the low castiis in Mysore, and 
the Carnatici 

III the kiugof Traveurorc'ft dominions are some o^e- 
fnl jmblic works, but nothiog coin parable to those in 
lUe norihern psiits of llindostnu t among other bene¬ 
ficial undertakings of fonner sovereigns are txiw^s 
of ehashcw-upjde trees on each side of the prj[ici|)a] 
pulilie roatls, eJEtending for many miles: theso trees are 
!itiady, and beautifu] in foUagt!^ blossoiuB^ and fmit. 
Formerly tbif road from Ijihorc to Agra, a disitiinee of 
near five hundred miles, was in the same man tier shad- 
e^l l>y large trees : and when' there was a deJieiency of 
wrclls, Piersons were platX'd in small arbours at conve* 
nient dlstanct'^i, to iupply water gratis^ to the travellcri 

Gold dust is said to he sometimes found in the Ne- 
lamhur river and other moiititaitiaus torrents of Mala¬ 
bar; iron is certainly produced in many pbiccii, where 
they have erected forges for smelting it; these are ca- 
pabk^ of much improvement. 

Salt-piins, or nitber salufictilsj ure formed in Traven- 
core, as in most other parts of the Malabar eoast: 
they arc large reservoirs ciielo.^cd by momids of earth, 
into w hich the sea flows at high tides ; from whence 
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liy n sirnpl^ pmtuiss, tlie water is conFcycd into a 
mngi' of siiuJI inclosurts, where in the coiirsf.' of tlie 
day the fluid is evaporated and the salt gather^?d in 
the evening. These reservoirs are most pcodijctivc in 
the Lot months preceding the rainy season i and 
from cverv part of the coast, salt forms the chief article 
of inland contmercc. 

Tiiew salt-pans Ijieing generally near populous 
towns and villages, the men employed there arc not 
more exposed to tigers and lieasta of prey, than those 
occupied in the usual pursuits of hualioudry: not 
so the Molungies, or salt-boilers, in the Sunderhunils, 
or wild regions of Bengal i who, of all the castes and 
tribes throughout the whole extent of Hindustan, 
seem to have the hardest fate. I would rather he 
a Pariah or Chiiudala, subject to their most iguomi- 
ttloiis treatiiiejit and cruel oppression, than one of 
these unforttinatc Molaugics, living in constant terror 
from the fiercest tigers, without any means of safety 
or redress. Their situation had often been represent¬ 
ed to me by gentlemen from Bengal, and as often ex¬ 
cited my coinriiiseration ; hut I Iiad no idea of their 
coui[dete misery until X read the aceount of the Sun- 
derhutife by Captam Williamson : when^ he says, “ the 
roy;d ngen arc often seen swimming across the va¬ 
rious rivers which form the innumcrahlc islands inha- 
hited only by wild hco-^ts, and presenting an immense 
harrier all along the sca-coimt, from Saugar is hind to 
the grent mouth of the IMegna. Of tbi-s propensity in 
lipers the Molungies are so ihoroilghly aware, tliat, 
w'iiile performing tluir duties on the long spits of 
sand whirh [irojeet into ihc sea from the impenetruhlc 
jungles that skirt the soil, a took-uut is always kept 
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for tii;t*ra on ilie oppojjitc hunks of thp rivere; aiul 
M soon an any appear, tire whole tuke to flight, and 
conceal tfaeiuselves in cares excavated for the purpose; 
from wbicU, it however soiuetitncs happens, the hun¬ 
gry auiuiiil removes every olistaelc with his claws, and 
drags out one or more of the inhabitnnta, already half 
dead with terror. 

"The reader will naturally inquire, why some 
mcan-r are not adopted for opposing devastations^ of 
this nature, and securing the Molungies from such a 
dreiidful misfortune J The fact is, that no ouc is a 
Molungie from choice; but, according to the principle 
prevailing thronghant Hmcloatiui, the cH'CO[>aiiou of 
the father and hie nticestora is contilined invariably by 
his posterity. The Molungies wonid, however, reiidily 
deviate from this principle if they had the power to do 
60 ; but, being kept to their posts by varioQS gu^s of 
revenue peons, or officers, they are uiiahic to quit their 
mifirrabk situations, These revenue officers are, in ad¬ 
dition to some provincial luilitin, posted at all the places 
whereby it is possible to escape in boats: as to making 
off by land,it would he utterly impossible; the surromicl- 
ing country being aiJ-iniuicnse wilderness, foil of tigere, 
ab^unding'in snakes, and intersected by a labyrinth of 
rapid waters, replete witli alligators and other reptilea. 
This unfortunate race of liaman beings sometimes ofi- 
tuin on addition to their nnmher when treapaaeers at- 
lempt to aseap from the pursuit of justice, and to w ind 
through the mazes of the inlmd uavigutton. These are 
handi^l over to the salt-pans, whence not one in u niilUon 
ever returns. To arm perhons of soch a deseription, 
woidd be to afford them an immediate emanripationf mid 
would subvert that establishraent which supplies Ben- 
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gfll with salt, and affords to the government u reveonc 
not imich under a million of money imnudly! No 
doubt but time will furnish the means of subsUtuting 
some less objectionablo means of pronditig so indU- 
pensable an article of conaumptioii, and do away wbni 
must till then, be classed among the many necessary 
eviU with which buraatiify is bunhcuedl*' 

The climate of Anjeugo not agreeing with my con¬ 
stitution, and the situation I held affordin^no eniolu- 
iiiunt equivalent to the sacrifice of my fnends and a 
dvlightfid society at Bomlay, at the expiration of the 
year I obtained penoisaion to return tlutheri and wait 
for 8011JC otJu^r appointinent- 
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CHAPTER XIIL 

UrahmirLa of Malabar—Sacred Rivers of India—VEnerilion far 
the Coiw—Public Charldea—Simi larky of the Makhara and 
NordiurcL Hindoos—Extraordinary Funfication of tlie King of 
Tnifeocore pitiaing tlirough n Golden Cow—The ip4imo 
tuE^ny by Rogonnih Row—ScTajce weigbeil ogaiut Gold— 
Adventure io Quilonc Forest—CiidliEatioii of the Mnlaburs-^ 
Phyalcol Eflects of the Torrid Zooc--^onduct of a Mara wax 
Heroine—DotnlnlDna of the King of TniveHcore—Naira—» 
Maiinora and Cuftonis—Kaniburia—Tivoca^—Tetees—MoploJi 
Women—Cruelty of the Queen of Attinga—Writing on Olaa— 
Maiubur CbrLstijina—Cheap pufcliaseof Chlldrcri—Housea of the 
M nlnh iirw—| inpTeinuuta of Agrkulture—Tribe of Fooloalis— 
Farjitr^JTkndaoa and Egj'ptiana—Tribes ruentioned by ffero* 
datus I their Miiunera and Cn^tafna Ulnstreted by those of the 
Malabars — FDraTnhansff—Hindoo A lUhropophogi — Mop Liihs, 
Mahutnedan MaJabora—Mafisacre of the EDgllah at Attingn— 
Intvrcvtlog Puxticulari of the sit. Thomop or Syrian Chriatmm. 

In describmg the Hindoos, the aborigines of Hindos- 
tan, 1 dtdded tbcoi into four priticipal tribes, tlie 
Brahmin j Chut tree, By so, and Soodcr; subdiTided 
into a number of smaller castes : the Malabars in this 
dislingnishing cburacteristic, and many other essentials, 
resemble the northern Hindoos: as a nation, their 
four grand divisions are the Braliimns, Nairs, Tivccs, 
and Pooleahs. 

Tlie Malabar Bralimins, like those in other parts of 
India, form two distinct dasses, engaged in diderent 
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pursuitH; Iiotli are hoM sacpcd by tbc otlicr ciwtcj; 
one baa the absolute and entire manajienient of every 
thing relating to reUgion, Occupictl by no secular con- 
eemsj thev^spC'nd their days under the sacred groves of 
their temples in superstitions ceremonies and list]ess 
indoknre, or study the sacred volumes, treatises on 
astrology, medicine, and fabulous legends they incul¬ 
cate benevolence to man, and kindness to the onimid 
creation, and arc reverenced by the inferior tribes, who 
swear by their beads, tuid treat tlieiu with filial 
affection. 

The Brahmins who live m large toiSTis, and hold 
situations under their respectivt’: princes, as olBccrs of 
govcrntiient, collectors of the revenue, and other poli- 
liniJ departments, do not merit this amiablecharaiteri 
they may, on the contrary, be classed with the despots 
so often mentioned, who unfeelingly ejcercisc the rod 
of opj>refisioti over the Uvea and property of their fcl» 
low creatures i although, hy a strange inconsistency, 
these verv people arc taught to shudder at the death of 
Jin insect] and tremble at the idea of inhaling an ani¬ 
malcule. Superstition lends her votaries to the most 
extraordinary actions ; during my rcsidentt among the 
lilulahars, whert'i the ignontinous distinctioa of ^tes 
is i-arTied to the utmost estent, I wiw fully convinced 
that it puts a stop to the noblest exertions of real 
j-hantv, blunts llic finest feelings of humanity, imd 
estranges man from man. 

The Malsihar Brahmins, like the rest of that ptical- 
liood, have such fiiitU ‘in the purifying water of the 
Gangi's, as to believe their sins are absolved by a pil¬ 
grimage thither, or even by its virtue when trans¬ 
ported to a distant country. The Ganges, Kistna, 
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nnd Indus, this pre-euiincnce among UiR nomc- 
ro«a ritrrs of tliadostan ; they fertilize the finest trarta 
ill Its eJttenaivB pluios s the NerbudtJUj and other 
northern strcancis,, cl aim a share of veneration', bat 1 
did not hear of any pecoliar siinctity annexed to the 
rivers of Malabar. In the fertile imagination of the 
Indian all nature is nnimated hy on^endless'mimhcr ami 
infinite variety of inferior deiiiesi and benevolent spirits, 
who occupy every grove, preside over every fountain, 
and fill the heiivens and the earth with jurnis invisible 
to mortal'eves. 

The Malabars regard the cow with its much super¬ 
stitious veneration as the northenv Hindoos [ and, if 
possihle, are more severe in their punishment of those 
who ill-treat tlicin, or cause their death: a subject of 
Tntvencore who ts detected in selling a bullock to 
an Enropean is impaled alive. Religions prejudice 
operates powerfully in the preservation of this animal; 
hut it is politic in a country where milk forms a great 
part of the food, and oaten are very useful in commerce 
and agrictiltnrc. * 

Irrigation being absolutely necessary in a cliiiiate 
where rain only falls during four months in the year, 
the preservation of water ia a most important object; 
the Brahmins, therefore, judidously persuade their dis¬ 
ciples to build reservoirs, and construct wells, us tjic: 
most acceptahli' charity tlicy can confer: in the Tra- 
vcncore dominions arc many expensive'works of this 
kind ; fionio made Uy the generosity of individuals, 
others at the public expense. Tlie high roads are 
planted on each side with cajew-apple, tmiiarhifl, and 
inangO'tices ; which adorn the country, and shade the 
Iravellcr: caravansaries, or choultries, are erected at 
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convefiicnt diatonocs for bi4 orcoinniodatioii. Chanlf 
of liik kiod b every where inculcated j and it b cqtialJy 
the atuhition of a sou them Malabar as of a northero 
Hindoo to have a tank, a well, or a chouUrie, called 
after bis name. Under despotic princes, wliore pro- 
pi;rty is nt’v<.*r itcllre, and where to be reputed neb is to 
be really unfortaiiatL', such Diuntdcent acts are far from 
being uncommon ; tbe fame of tbi?se benevolent works, 
and tbc tranquillity of domestic form the chief 
happiness of people unaccmitoioiHl .to public spec- 
tacles, or the refinements of polished society. 

1111’ Naira of Malabar are equally brave, and more 
energetic than most of the warlike Hindoos j lint ua- 
iJonal characteristics of both people are otherwise very 
aiinilar. A mild climate, and the peculiar, tenets of 
their religion, inspire mceknass, tempenuiCL', and list- 
Icssness: they abstain from intoxicating liquors, are 
seldom gnilty of debaucheries, and not subject to many 
of those passions which enslave the civilized Euro- 
pcaos. 

Strangers to paftiotisiiij and thi- blessings of bberty, 
the Midaliars, os wrD-a!* the northern Hindoos, are 
governed by fear j loyidty and affection form no port 
of their political system i amongst such a people ambi- 
tion has no scope : every man is confined to his own 
caste, follows the profession of bis ancestors, is riuir- 
ried in childhood to his equal, and never rises higher 
than the limit'd sphere in which he ww bom ; there 
may be exccptious, but they are very uncommon- One 
indiH-d of an extraordinary nature occurred during my 
residence in Travencore : the reigning sovereign, who 
was of all inferior caste of Bmhmins, advanced himself 
into a higher, hy |>urifi€atton9, gifts, and ceremonies; 
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pilrt of which consifliifid in hia majesty pii55ing.llirough 
the liody of a cow, of the si kg of life, and made of pure 
gold ! this w&Ji the l&st stage of piirificution j and when 
performed, the covf was divided among the Brahmins-* 
It is said that Rsigonath Row, the Mahratta paishw^ 
when expelled from his cujiital, and defcateil by his 
enemies, passed ihrough a golden cqw, in hopes of 
better fortune; and two Brahmins, whom tio sent as 
iimhaasadors to Engltmd, were, on tlieir return to Htn- 
dostan, compelled to pass through the sacred j'oni, or 
female lingam, made of the finest gold. After ptr- 
fonning this ordeal, and mahing valuable presents to 
the Bndunms, they were restored to the privileges of 
their caste, which they had lost, by the impurities 
contracted in tmvelling throngh so many polluted 
countries. The ceUdiratcd Sevajee, in the scventeetitli 
century, on the day when he (Lssumed the Mabmita 
sovereignty, was publicly weighed against gold; his 
weight was equal to that of sixteen thousand pgodas; 
which, with a hundred thousand more, were distributed 
among the Brahmins. 


* Onuc awribw a dJlTefent cause for the king of Travcneort*i 
regeneration to that given to mo by his sahject*, who, (lorhaps, 
were withheld bj' fear froni usigningthe true reason, “The king 
of Travcncore bis conqueredi or coined war into nl! tlic cfnintrie* 
which lay round hii doaiiuion#, and livci ui tlie uonlinual esercise 
of his arms, Tn atefte for tito blood which he hu spilt, the 
Brahmins pcrsunded hiiu ilijit it was neceasiity ho fhauld be bom 
anew; diij wrtomny consisted in putting the priuec Into the body 
of a golden cow of itnmefLiic value ; where, nflcr he tiad laid the dme 
prescribed, he camuoul regenerated, and freed ffotn all the eriuies 
of his former life. The cow wna afttrwnrdit cut up, and divided 
nmongfrl the S«fs who bad idVEnUtd this extraordinary method for 
tlie refflUsion of his sins." 
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Herodotus mcntiuHfti tliai Myoeriiius kiug of Egypt, 
huving lost liis daughter, fill only ctiild, it euiised bint 
the greatest uifliction; and wishing to lioQour her 
fuucroJ with uiore than ordinary splendourj he en¬ 
closed her body in an heifer made of wootl, and richly 
ornamented with gold* 

The Maliihiir Brahmins, more ignorant and less to- 
Icrnnt tlian tlicir northero brethren, assume greater 
comei(ncnciS than I ever met with in other ports of 
India: when travelling, they hove not only their pte- 
rnrsors to clear the road; who make a loud noise, and 
compel ad of inferior degree to retire ; but even when 
their provision is carried along the highway, the same 
4*iy jg made; and the vulgar are under the necessity 
of hiding themselves, or falling down with their faces 
to the earth, that the atmosphere may nut be polluted 
by pleheian breath, while the food of a Brahuiln passes 
by. Even the king hiiiifldf is obliged to alight from 
bis elephant, horse, or ptthimjum, when he iipproacbcs 
a temple; lio person being allowed to ride near those 
structures- 

These ignorant and bigottcd priests seem to hold 
strangers in abhorrenec, siiid detest every intrusion 
into their holy retreats; I nearly lost my hfe by in¬ 
dulging an innocent curtosity near Qiiilone, a Dnteli 
settlement, twtinty luilca to the northward of Anjcn^. 
Strolling one evening through ti W'ild scenery of woods 
and forests, I accidentally saw a Hindoo temple, al¬ 
most concealed by banian-trees. Pltaised with the 
spot, I ascended a rising ground within tJw: grove, 
to take a sketch} and in an adjoiniag tank saw a 
Nair girl performing her tdilutioas: she instantly 
snatch^ op her garment, and run to an inner court, 
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awuff of lift high fiiste, 1 diJ not attfuipt lo spcuk to 
ht'i*! but afftting iJiyadron the Iwinli, fini.alifd luy draw- 
itig. III the grove was a Nair at bis devotions, who, 
on the feniiile speai{.LDg to hmi with eamestnCHH, looked 
steilfustlf at iiJL', and depsuted wiiU her to llie teinpk. 
Thiuking no more of either, I returned leisurely to¬ 
wards QoiloDL: \ w hen hearing a noise, I looked round., 
and perceived the same it tan, joined by several others, 
armcHl with sticks iitid stones, hastily following, and 
alarming the forest wit]i their cries. I had ncilluir 
time for deli lie rat ion, nor any weapon to defend my¬ 
self ; hut, with a little distance in iny favour, ran to 
the nearest village, and daiiiiPtl the protection of some 
JIopLils, having teeeived a f(>w stones in my tiiglit. 

Upon UKjuinng of thc!»e Muhomedatts the ntitiirc of 
an oflence so itndesigncdly couinjitted, they told me I 
had, in the first instance, ventured on sacred ground, 
untrod by Europeans ; and had seeji a woman of high 
caste in a conseemted tank; eriimfs of great atrocity 
among that suptTstitious people; mid had thev over¬ 
taken tue, ttiy life nught have been the forfeit of mv 
temerity. Hie neiT day the Bralirains sent ordus to 
the English party at Quilone to keep at u distance 
from their districts, lest the iUrnosphpre should be 
tainted by our brj^nth; and some of the milder sort 
sent a basket of live poultry to un English lady of tuir 
party, that during our abode there, we might abstain 
from eating beef. 

Civilization, as far as the Alalabara are sitseeptible 
of if, has long attained its height: Egypt, Assyria, 
Persia, Greece, and Rome, from the piuiiade of gran¬ 
deur, perfeetion. in the fine arts, and the luxury of opn- 
IcQcc, have dwindled to a name: the Mala burs seem 
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to hiiVG been for some tlionaftinl yt-.-^rs in tbc siniie 
stute of lucdiw rity j on sufli a system, no new desipis 
in hiiildiii^, no afteraiion in manners or dress, no ini- 
proTenicnts in art or science, are lo be espied. 

This niav be alleged of a greiU part of the world 
besides ; hiit I do not compare the Negroes and Hot¬ 
tentots of Afrlin, nor tiii‘ anvag»?s of Aiueneii, with 
the natives qf India, or the generality ol Asiatics; 
these are certainly placed on a iiighcr scale: as already 
mentioned in tlie northern cities of Hmdostati, espo- 
riallv imiong the Mogals, .we find clCKjncticc, poetry, 
pnin'ttag. .r<-lntcm.r.. In n con.ldAWn degrw <.f 
Ufcnioa: tlin Chine..- .hint with M.ll hTighW hi.lrc 
in thn scale of civlUlcd aocicK; ns .1 ^*«>” <W I"' 
never been con.|nc,c>l, nUhnush .he Tonars ..sniT.cd 
the sovereignty, and introduced sonic changes in their 
customs: during Dunierons revolving centiirfcs they 
have cultivated the arts of pare, have hccn governed 
bv wise laws, and have enjoyed many enviable bless- 
itL; considering their limited iuterconrse with the 
reS of the world, and how little tl.ey sire beholden to 
grangers for improvement, we must regard them as 
an enlightened, polished, and independent people. 

That the heatof the torrid none debilitates the bcHly, 
,ad eoerviites the mind, is very obvious: to this oimse 
may be attributed the want of curiosity, enterptMe, 
„„d vit'onr. nnione U.c MnUinr,: .her .„chna..on. 
arc chiefly iMissive : indolence constitutes their happ 
„css. and vou cannot impose a severer t^k than .mm- 
ml cuiplo^nicnt: with the exception of the warlike 
Nairs, they pass days, months, and years, m swmgm^ 
in their verandas, or under tl.c aliadc of a tree, 
hetd. and singing dismal ditties, without a reflation 

It 2 
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on tbc past, or o plim fof the futnre; from ihia liabi- 
tmi! itidolenre they become incnpablc of ciertion t and 
thus the laws, nituiDers, and enstoms, arc the same at 
this dav as they were some thoUHaiiil jeara ago. 

There are, however, occaaionally exceptions to this 
Btnte of listless indolence among the Midabars: dur¬ 
ing my residence at Anjengo u ciri’iiniatatnTt! occurred 
which'w'oidd not have disgraced a Koman matron. 
The English were at war with the Mamwars, a people 
inhabiting a uiOTintainons country in the soutUent ptirt 
of ihc peninsula: a considerable force from Madras 
wTis sent ngamst them, who with great diHicoIty ob¬ 
tained a com|ueat: the obstacles chiefly arose from 
the wildness nf the country, and the almost inaccessi¬ 
ble fortresses to which the Marawnra retreated, m the 
midst of thick forests and morassea f the rajah was 
liillcd in defending his last castle, whither he had re¬ 
tired with bis family and treasure: he expired in the 
arms of his wife; who inmicdiatcly ordered one of the 
gnnrdn, ns he valued his master's honour, to stab her 
to the heart before the fortress surrendered r the sol¬ 
dier ol)i;yed: and the English found the unfortunate 
pair clasped in a last embrace; the rounuanding offi¬ 
cer cattsed tlicin to be burnt on tlic snuie funerul pile, 
agreeable to the custom of llicir caste. 

The king of Tmvencore, in w Jiose dominions Ati- 
jengo is situated, governed a country extending from 
Cape Comorin south, to the kingdom of Coihio 
north: a distvht wtiich has always renialncd free from 
Maliomedan mvnders, and most probably was never 
subject to any of the great Hindoo rujabii. Truvim- 
corc is mountainous and hilly, difficult of access, and 
defended at the passes: the most formiduble, though 
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badlv fortified, was the piiis of TioevcUi, leading into 
that'country. The king iwindly resided in a town 
called Trerandurajii, about eiglitem iiiilca from iVn- 
jengo, mcioi in appeBroiicc, and without defence, the 
palace Gseepted, which was smronnded by an indtf- 
ferent fortilication near three tjuariers of a mile in ex¬ 
tent His force consisted of four thoimand seiwya, 
disciplint^d in the EngUsh style, many of then, de- 
Buricrs from the Miidras army; and about twelve thoil- 
fliicd irfCEulars, armed with EugUsh muskets: bis 
cavalM never exceeded one thousand. On an emcr- 
ceoev he could assemble a formidable militia, com- 
iiosed of a hundred thouaund men, armed with speam, 
ind bow. of . l..*e coortrocioo. Tl« M^b«. 
very esm-rt with tlicse weapons, espcciaUy the ^airs, 

alwiy. 

on the festival of the fuU moon in September, at the 
bniikmg up of the monsoon j imd bemg dmwu up in 
two divisions, conimencc a serious cug^man w 

and arrows, spears and bnees i this is soniotimi. 
^„.™c..d fo, . c<,o.ldawbfc umo, ^ ™ 

Ll. 5Wcs, wbo conf» D t-«.i booDW "" 
hr ih» ..orifioo t“ sW- Tb-= 

N.i.bMllM iw.«lw.y. prM»i «» 

.ered will. on..n.rat.. if no, wdtb dn.,.c^. 

The ttaaoo of Trorcnoorc do* oo, d«ocod tao 
f«hor to .on, but iotmrlablr detol.o. to tho dd™t wo 
!,r,bf .ld*t .imr, tbot the blood-royol tooy '“ c}'" y 

nod iodispotublv pnoterved. The king-OD p; t 

«„.i„o. i. tp^didl, .pp*dl^ Xr 

roval iewelsi but m general dresses, likt the 

in » nnulin tutbw. 

white <olion cloth round the waist, reaching to 
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knees: tliis is the tisual drcaa of tfac Midaboirs, Tbe 
hereditary prinee has no outward distinction from the 
other nohles; aJid the kings sous, whether by his 
wives or eoncuhinca, have; no privileges annexed to 
their royal desceut; neither iire they hy birth entitled 
to imv uuportiiijcc in tlie 

I found morti suspiL-ion and jeEdousy in cou- 

v-ersinp witli the Miilabara, thun eniDng any oihf^t 
projile in Indian they .were very cautioiia of gi^Tiig 
iurormatioDt and deetni'd the niost conniion rpiestjons 
intrusive; it was t^fen-forc Impossible trom siieh a 
people to obtain iiineh knowledge either of a rcligiouif 
or pollticiil nature^ Whelltcr the Malaliars, Uk« the 
northern Hindoos, adore the triad-deity, with the sub- 
ordinate divinities in their endless mythology; or 
whether their idolatrous system comprises a dtUerent 
set of gods and goddesses, especially of the dii lares, 
I could not determine j neither conJd I lisccrtaiti the 
jurispmdi'nco of Trwveticore, or otlier Mahibar rajah* 
ships ; in those dominions, it is perhaps altogether a 
nouitna] sdenee: for in Tesivcncore, as in most de¬ 
spotic states, the subjects are seldom governed by 
written Jaws, but implicitly obey the will of an arbi¬ 
trary despot. The king is considered as heir to all 
Ills subjects when he chooses to exert his full prero¬ 
gative ; L‘Qii9r{|UcntIy they retjuire no Jaws rtspccting 
landed property, or titles of inheritunce : as he mano- 
polizes all the pepper, and such other articles as he 
thinks proper*in his ilotniniona, conimcretul laws arc 
also needless; the vroiiien, except among the Naira, 
being entirely dependent, and almost in a state of 
slavery, have no oeeaNion for statutes to regnlatc dow¬ 
ers or marriuge setth'mcuts: for us the sovereign is 
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alisolute ill Uia kingilom. so is every master of a family 
In his oNrh house: tnoml adioos ami rektiYc (Jutics 
regulated solely by the of a father and a Inis- 
haud. Tims, oeeaaions of wniiigling imd law suits are 
rt-moved: despotic power is all-sutiteient; iiud tlie 
people, cxeluded from general information, contentedly 

submit to the oppressive system. 

The Nairn, or nobles, form the second tribe m the 
kinEdoii. of Traveneore: they are a well-made hand- 
some raec, of a fairer completion than the mh-rmr 
castes, from whom they entirely theinsekes ; 

and neither cat or iutermarry with any other. Iheir 
marriages are very extraordinary, iind direcilj contrary 
to the^nsual sysieni of polygamy adopted in iksnu 
Among ilie Nalw, one wife is common to many 
husbatfds, who cohabit with her by tarns: dur- 
intr this teniponirv attach ment, the nr ids o le 
J.„,e ,n: iv.r .b. d.or of tl- " 

prevent the intrtisiDtt of another htisband. Ihest 

Lrri»gc.a«: atlcdcd ..l.h dUpu.c^ d,.^ 

grccablc ioiiK.iiiracc,,lLM iiiijlit be imisintd ■ tb 
uomilieJ tbe fcther ef lUe ebild, e«d be » 

rdliiged to provide for it. ,..*.,1,, 

In conseqncuce of these* marriages, it is an tst-ib- 

lished custom, not only in the royal boiwc n 
core, but in tbe whole tribe of Nairn, that i e s ^ 
does not Inherit his falbcr’s estate; which, if penimuii 
by a despotic prince, devolves at his ^ 

conHaiiguinitv. The same law exists 
it. AMrio .1 on 

triln-, he U nol Miecmlni by bis own '■>«“< 1 . 

of bis sister i Mid in ilefnnU of sneh an hnr, by 
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the ocarrst rdatioD la the foiiiaSe ime. A stmihur 
rustoiii preiTiiiled among the priiitea of 'Ethiopia. 
Moote^jojeu assigns the following reiison for the|Kilj- 
andrlan system of the Nair ladies; “ In this tri^ the 
men can have only one wife; while a woman, on the 
I’otitTiuy, is allowed nmnv hnsUands ; the origin of this 
custom >6 not dilHctilt to discover. The Nairs are the 
tribe of nobles, who are the soldiers of the nation ; 
IQ Europe soldiers are not encouraged to marry; in 
Malabar, where the elimatc rcfjiilres greater iiiduU 
gence, they arc satished with rendering marriage as 
little bnrtheusoine as possible: they give one W'ifo 
amongst many ntefi; which couscijucntly dittilntshea 
the attachment to a family, utid the cares of house- 
keepiug; and leaves them in the free possession of a 
military spirit,” 

The Nambnris are the Rrahmins of MaJahar, W'lio 
consider themselves of so high a caste, that tlicy will 
neither cat nor drink with those of the nortLem pro¬ 
vinces. These shameless priests, not content with the 
ilaneing girls attached to the difterent temples, who are 
all prostitutes to the Brahmins, hare eonnexions with 
the youngest and most beautiful women among the 
high tribes of Malahars, who deem it an honour to 
admit a Nambttri to tJirir bed. 

The Tivecs, although in general otdy htruiers and 
husluindmcn, arc far from being a low caste! in the 
vicinity of Anjengo, they are colled Chagos ; .uid as 
this trilie meludes the bulk of the people, what tnny 
be said of them is appUcable to the Malahars in general. 
They arc well shaped, of a middle stature, and ilark 
complexion: their dn-ss a cotton riolli, tied loosely 
mmid the waist, reaibiug liclow tlic knee; some wear 
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a tarlmn, othetH tie the hair on the back of the hcail, 
and throw a loose piece of mnslio over it: hut the 
Brahiiiitis are nlwaj j tlistinguiihed hj- the saert-d cord 
on tH« left shoulder. The dress of the Miilaltar 
women is aimiltir to tliat of the other sesj their lilneh 
^loaay hair, tied in a knot on the middle of the head, 
is copiously anointed with cocoa-nnt oil, and per¬ 
fumed with the essence of snndal, iiiO|Trccs, and 
chmnpahs; tlieir ears, loaded with rings and heavy 
jewels, reach almost to their shoulders ; this is 
esteemed a beantv; instead of a sinall gold wire in the 
orifice, us is practised in other countries, a filament 
from the cocoa-nut leaf, rolled aroimd, is placed in the 
incision; tlie circles art? increased, until the orifire 
someUmcs exceeds two inches in dianieicr, the ear is 
then healed, and being stretehetl to the perfection of 
beauty, is fiUed with rings nnd massy omaoients. 
Round the waist they wear a loose piece of muslin, 
while the bosom is entirely exi>osed : this is the only 
drapery of the Malabar women; hut they urc adorned 
with a’profiision of gold and silver chains for necklaces, 
mixed with strings of Venetian and other gold coins; 
they have also heavy bangles, or bracelets . a »iU\cr 
box, suspended by a chain on one aide, “ 

principal ornament, and contains the ar^ or betel- 
nut, with Us nppendiigee of chnnam, spice, and betel- 
leaf. Their skin ia softeut*d by aroinatie oils, espe¬ 
cially nmong tlie Naira atid Tctccs, who are peculiarly 
attentive to"cleanliness in their persons, 'Hie Tetccs 
are of the tribe of cultivators, and the Muckw of the 
fiflbers 5 both are well-inade women, sometime* tall, 

and ulw'ays graceful . , u 

The Moplabs, or wivi» of the Mahoniedtuis, who 
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huve biTii for lunuy ci'titurk’^ utuong tlie 

MabUnrs, lire in all reftpccts a corunist to cbe native's; 
far froiu cspDi^Jng any of tliL-ir pmonal eliarmn, they 
miiffla thetiuielve!i up in a covering' of tbit-fi cotton 
clntL, and aitvays retire on the approaeli of a stranger; 
they are tiXtrcmely dirty, and pride thcmaelvcs on ^n^'r 
eUnaiity; tlic young Teteesj ort the contrary, never 
consider it among the cardinal virtues i but after 
marriage, they make good ivives, and alfeetionate 
inotlicrs. 

I iiKjnired into the truth of Jlr. Grose's nneediute of 
a IMiitahar wouian, wlio Hv[ng*’'ti'ith an Snglisli lady at 
Anjengo, to please her mistress, drcKsed in the Etiro- 
[wan inanner; hut appearing afterwards in the qncen 
■'^tfinga s presence with her hreasts covered, the 
cruel despot ordered them to be cut off for aucli a 
mark of disrespect: it was confirtued at Attingu. It 
is not only the vulgar who are tints sparingly cbtlnid ; 
for tlie first princesses wear only u finer niuslm, with 
tajstly jewels. 

Most of the Malalmr men have a knife atuck in 
their girdle; and the steel pen witli which they write 
their letters, nccountA, imd riTOrds, on the leaf of the 
IMmynt tree, tlicre cidled olas : they write in a 
stfaighr line, in a neat luanocr, and with great expedi¬ 
tion ; ijjcir hooks consist of aeverd] leaves, fastened 
tocher hy a thong. The northern Hindoos write 
with (Ijc calamus, or reed, on a smooth glossy paper, 
made of hemp, rice, and diffm-nt ingredients. 

The^ ifaluhar Christinos dress like their pagan 
ncighhburs, except that the women cover tho Imsom. 
The Chri.stiims I usually met witlv were of the lowest 
class ; the Roman catholic mission an es ntadc hut few 
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tonverts* of Htiperior nmk, althougli timny of tht-m were 
settlrc] in tile Tnivfiuorc donitninns, and permitted to 
build t‘hurchc» for public worsbip. 

Tile poorer Muluburs live on rice, «dl-fisli, and 
jiigree; those who t'annot ufiord rice, content them- 
aek^ with natehuce, a grain of inferior qiudity. The 
despotism of the governiiient frcqnently oreasions an 
itrti5cinl famine, and the inliiihitanta (ly the country t 
•A real famine is sometimes attended with dreadful 
I'Onsefjnenres. Rice is sown at the ctuumcncenicnt of 
the'raitis; which do not alw'ays fiill us expected, and 
iu sonic instHncea they have l>een entirely withheld for 
u whole season. Should the ground he only purtially 
itioudated, the ear droops, und yields l«it half a crop. 
Ou such ocensionu the poor wretches arc driven by 
hdoger to Anjengo, and other sea-ports, where you 
see a voutb selling himself for sustenance, ti fjiotUer 
offering her infant son for a hag of riec, and u des¬ 
ponding father parting with his wife iind children for 
forty or fifty mpees- 

Malabar children arc generally u cheap commodity at 
Anjengo; ut the end of the rainy season, when there was 
no parriculur scarcity in the interior country,! purchased 
a hoc flud girl about eight or nioc years of ugi', as 
II present to a lady at Bombay, for less money than a 
couple of pigs in England. I bought the young couple, 
laid in two months provisions of rice and saU-Gsh for 
their voyage, and gave each of them four changes of 
cotton garments, all for the sum of twenty rufices, or 
fifty shillings' English humanity mmt not pusH n 
censure oo this transaction t it was a happy purchase 
for the children j they were relieved from hunger ami 
nahi'duess, and sent to an amiable mistress, who 
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tirougtit thcoi up tvti Jerlv, and, iifi having India, pro- 
indtjil for tfirir future rofufort; Vt JKTi’ns, had 1 refu^iii'd 
to buy thciij, they would asanrcdly have been sold to 
another, and prohably liarc ex^iertended a miserable 
bondage with some native Portuguese Oiristiun^ whom 
wc do not reckon among the most nteretful 
maaterB, ^ 

■A. cttvuiustance of this kind happened to mvscif: 
sitting one morning in my veranda, a young fish- 
woman brouglit B basket of mullets for salet while 
tlie servant was disposing of tiiem, she asked me to 
punrliiisc a fine boy, two years of age, then in her ortiis : 
on my upbraiding her for wan t of matertial aftbetion, she 
rejiUed with a smile, that she cxp«eie<l another in a 
few w't'eks, and as she eoitld not iJiujiiigc two, she 
made me the first ofter of her hoy, whom she would 
part ^ with for a rupee. She come a few days 
afterwards, with a bosket of hsh, hut had just sold 
her child to Signor Mauoel Rodriguez, the Portu-. 
gnezG linguist; who, though a man of propertv and 
a Christian, had thought it necessary to lower the 
price to half a rupee. Thus did this young won mn . 
without remorse, dispose of an only child for fifteen 
pence! 

TJie houses of the Kairs, and better sort of JVlnb- 
lw», are neat and cfcan j generally sitnated in a gar¬ 
den, with a few cocoa-nut and jac trees, betel plants, 
indigenous roots aud vi^tubles: a stjiall grove of 
arcca, or a shady hmiarind, and a w ell within tiie in- 
closure, him is h a i^lnlabar babitution: the furniture 
seldom ^consists of more than a few niats, earthen 
pots, gnad-stones, and utenBiJs for cleauiug the rice, 
with the swing already mentioned. 


PUNI^i^I^fE^^T OF CRIMINALS. 


253 


The tiirthod of inflirtittg ptiniahmcDt on crimitlul# 
anti iJelitors in Tnivencorc, is tn some respects singn- 
hir; for capital erimes the culprits generally suffer 
dciilh} although, as in (iiost oriental goFcmnicnis, 
money and interest may purehase a pardon; ejccept 
for the dreadful sin of killing a covv^ or selling one 
for sliiughtcri this subjects them to u most enud 
death. For dehta, and non-payment of fines, iiitlirted 
as a punishment, they are confined by the caricar, or 
chief of the district; who draws a circle round the 
prisoncr, from w'hirh he dare not move; then, gently 
laying a sharp stone on the crowd of his head, de- 
niands payuient of the sum rec[iiirc(i; on a refiisid, 
he places tt flat atone over the other, and tiis it firmly 
on ; additional weights ore gn*dually aocumulatf-d, 
with a repetition of tlie demand, luitil the sliarji stone 
penetrating the head, either Insures payment, or cansts 
a painful death. 

Having described the higlier castes, I now descend 
to the degraded Pooleahs i an abject and unfortunate 
race, who, by cruel laws and tyrannical customs, are 
reduced to a wtetched state; while the moukeys are 
adored as sjlvtm deities, and iu some ports of Mala¬ 
bar have temples and daily sacrifices. 1 have often 
lamcntcfl the treutment of the poor Pooleahs, and the 
cruel diirercnce made by liuman laws between them 
and the pampered Brahmins ; banished from society, 
they Itavc neither houses nor lands, hitt retire to soli¬ 
tary plaecs, hide themselves in ditches, and climb into 
uiiihrageous trees for shelter ; they are not permitted 
to breathe the same air with the other ctistes, nor to 
travel on a public roiid: if by aeddent they should be 
there, and perceive a Brahmin or Nair at a distance, 
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thtsy iiuiiit insiuntiy iimke u foud howling, to varu him 
from npproacbing unttl tiii:y have retired; or diuiheci 
lip the tiesirest tree. If H- Nalr act idcntaUy nit-eta a 
Poolcah OD the highway, he cuts him down with as 
little cerc-monT as should deatroy a noxious animal: 
ev'en tlie low’est of other eastea will luive no camnm- 
niciirioji with ii Pookah. Hunger sometimes rompels 
them to approach the villages, to exchange baskets, 
fruit; or such commodities as they may have, for a 
little grain 1 having called aloud to the peasants, they 
tell their want, leave their liarter on the ground, mnl 
rcliring to a distance, trust to the lionesty of the vil- 
lagt‘jM to place a uicaBurc of com etjual in value to the 
barter 1 which the Pookalis after wank take away. 
Constant poverty and aecumuhitcd misery have en¬ 
tirely debased the human form, and given a stpuilid 
and savage appearance to these unhappy beings* 

Yet, debased and oppressed os the Poolcahs are, 
thert^ exists throughout India, a caste culled Pariara, 
still more abject and wretched. If a Pookah, by any 
aeeident, touches a Pariar, he must perform a viiriety 
of ceremonies, and go tlirough many nhiuttons, before 
he can be deaused from the impurity. With such 
ideas of defilement, no iiiarriagcs arc etmtrdctrd be¬ 
tween the Pooleahs and Pariiirs; nor do they cut 
togethef; althDiigh the only difitirencc In their tpi- 
ciirciio banquet Is, that the Pookahs (>41 of all anirual 
food, except huef, and sometimes of that wldch dic.s 
of itself: the Piiriars not only feast upon thrad car¬ 
cases, but eat beef, and carrion of every kind. The 
Bnilimius of Maluliar have thought proper to place 
Christinas in the same rank with tlie Pariars. 

I know not whether these hiioiiliiited ciWtcs arc ]KT- 
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mjeii'd to woRsbip (itiy of thu liiglior orrlt-r of the 
Hindoo deitii-’S: MariiititleCj pcculliirly stylwd the god- 
dt'ss of t1iL“ iii saiil to be composed of two dls- 

tiuet jiroperiies, the viri^«s of a goddess aiid the 
vices of ii criininnh from n nionstrouH on ion of ini- 
purity and virtue Laving nccidL'iitnllj happened Ijy 
mistake, :i 9 pEirticuhirly recorded in the Iliudoo le¬ 
ge nils* Sonne rsit says Mariatidce is the great goddess 
of the Patiars ; to honour her they have a custom of 
daucing with several pots of water on their heads, 
]daced one alrove another; these pots are adorned 
with the leaves of the nmrgorics, a tree consecrated 
to her. Soatluy, in the Curse of Kchorait, htis happily 
availed hitnself of this circuinstHuce in saving the in¬ 
teresting Kailyal. 

Rejection of caste must to a Hindoo apptiir much 
worse than death: hurled from the high privileges of 
a Brahmin or a Nair, the didintjmmt of tdthcr sex ia 
ohljgf?d to etttcr the tribe of Par tars, the outcasts of 
nil ranks of society; in which hoth them and their 
oflsitring arc compelled to remain for ever 1 virtue, 
no talent, no merit of u child Ccin ever atone for the 
venial sin of the parent, whose whole posterity must 
feel the full effeet of the dreadful sentence: none arc 
to pray, to sacrifiee, to reail, or to spunk to the hap¬ 
less culprit; none are to lut Hhii>d by fritmilship or by 
marriage, none to eat or drink with him t he is to lif¬ 
etime abject, and excluded from all nodal duties i 
to wander over the earth, deserted by all, trusted by 
DDtiei never to he received with affection, nor treated 
with kindness^ hut to be bnitided with infamy and 
shame; the Curse of lieaven, and the hatred of all good 
meu ' 
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The BfiihmiDs of Trav'cncorCj as in most other parts 
of India, huTc taken «u‘e to be exempted as mueb as 
[)Ossibte from punishment; at least, their sentence is 
fiir more lenient thiin jJmt passwl on the other 
castes for the siutie crimes { imd their power tind 
iiiiluence in Miilubar are mure unbounded thaJi in the 
nortli of Indiii. 

Consulting Herodotus on tlie purrheutions and cere¬ 
monies of ihe priests in ancient Egypt, we find a 
striking reSduhLince betwciii them and tlio Brahmins 
in India, whose time ought to be divided hetw’ecn 
study and devotion. The Egyptian priests possessed 
namy and great advatitagv» t the Braluiiins enjoy still 
greater privileges, by the laws of Menu, and the iii- 
variahle respert ami nfti'ction of their followers. It fs 
not impossible to throw light upon many pasifflge* in 
his history, wliich appear to have no more foundation 
in truth than the Jublos in the Odyssey, or thte voyages 
of f^iadbad the aoilor. 

Herodotus says, that Darina, king of Persia, on a 
certain occasion sent for some of the Greeks who 
were subject to his power, and asked them wliut rc- 
compence would induce them to eat the bodies of 
their deceased parcuts; they replied that uu sunt 
itiuld prevail on them to commit such u deed. In the 
pre.sctit'e of the same Greeks, who by an interpreter 
were ioformed nf what passed, he sent for the CaJlatim, 
a people of India known to cat the bodies of tbeir 
part^nts; he asked them for what surti they would con¬ 
sent to burn the bodies of their parents: the Indians 
were disgusted at the r|uest]on, and cnireuteil him to 
forbear such fuitgunge. This luis staggered the Iwlief 
of those who bare only taken a general view of llindtxi 
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manncra and customs, mid hare always obacn-ed them 
bum the bodies of their dead : hut this atruuift! asser¬ 
tion is rrotiderfully illuatralcd liy the following piia- 
fltige in Moore’s Hindu Pimtlicon: " Not only do the 
Hindoos,even the Brailuimsi eat flesh; but they cat, 
one sect at least, himian flesh. They do not, I con- 
cltide, kill bariiiin aubjeets to eat; but they eat such 
os they find in or about the Gangesp, and perhaps other 
rit'ers. The name of the sect is Paramu/iaasti ; and 
I have received autlientie infurinutiaD of individualB of 
this sect being not very unuanally seen about Benares, 
floating down the river on, and fet^ding on a cor/we. 
Nor is this a low despicable tribe; but, on the con¬ 
trary, catcciHcd, by ibcinsclves at least, as a very high 
one; and luv information stated that the buuiati brain 
is jodged hj these epicurlim cannibals as the most de¬ 
licious morsel of their unsocial banquet. It may be 
diflicultfor the Engli>b reader to believe this Iiitbcrto 
wnrcconU'd story of the flesh-abhorring Hindoo#; as 
well, perhaps, as the now fully-authenticated facts of 
their prodigality of buinaii life. Anecdotes to n con¬ 
siderable extent might easily be collected of the Ban¬ 
gui miry propensity of these people; such us would 
startle those who have tiuhibcd certain opinions front 
the relations of travellers, on the churucter and hahiia 
of the abstinent and flesh-abhorring Hindoos, and 
Brahmins with souls as unspotted as the robes they 
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In oianv lnrliiin customs mentioned by the Greek 
lii^ronan^ we find the same tniita of churactcr as among^ 
tbc njodern Ilijidoosi otbers appear eo cxtretoely dii- 
sirriilar tljat little cinlit b given ihetii' such for in- 
stanee arc the PiidiDi^ whom he desecibes ^ leading u 
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postond lifcj, nnd Using on raw flesh j wJjeu anY miin 
was disciistd, be was put ID death by liis neare^it con¬ 
nections; if a worn an waa ill her feniiilc rclatjous 
treated her in the same manner: the more iiged among 
them were regularly kdled and cateti; few indeed at¬ 
tained to old age, because in case of sickness they put 
every one to death. 

It is well known that in some of the districts near 
Beugult there are a tribe of people cidled Sheep-eaf^’s^ 
who bvize the imiinal alive^ anil actmijly devour wool, 
ftkiuj flesh, and entraib^ nntil nothing remains but the 
skeleton. Lady Aiistniiber, who made a viilunlde col¬ 
lection of drawings during her residence in ludia^ has 
a set of paintings in wuter-i“olour 3 t done by a native, 
which contain the whole process of these estraordinary 
gluttons, from the first seizure of the unfortunate uni- 
mal, until it is completely devoured. 

Herodotus further says, that in India is a set of peo¬ 
ple^ who, entirely different from the Padiei, pat no 
animal to deiith, sow no grain, have no fixed habita¬ 
tion, and live solely upon vegetables. These were no 
doubt Yogccs, Senassces, and wandering Gymnoi^o- 
phists, who Ih'e entirely in the same tnimncr at the 
present day. The Massaget® and Nasamenes of Africa 
who were allowed proiiiiscuons mairiagCi imd during 
cohabitation widi^n individuiik fixed a staff'before the 
door, resemble ifi that respect the Nairs of Miilabar. 

Aliout a fourth part of the inhabitzuits of Alalabnr 
are l\<rop]aUS| or Miiiioinedans, descended from the 
Moors and Anibians, who Iiave settled there at different 
timesj and married Malabar women; they are the prin¬ 
cipal merchants in the coiintTv, both for foreign and 
howie trade; roany are the proprietors of trudiug vessels, 
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navigated hy IMahoDiediui coriimandera siik! Beainpn^ iii 
wliiiL-h they mEikc an annual voyage to the Pei^iaa and 
Arabian gulft; and iifter disposing of pRpper* iiissin, 
cardamoma^ cottoii'cloih, coir-ropes^ and other produtv 
tiom of Malabar, they returti u'ith eoftec, drags, dates, 
and dried frtiitSp Those on the sca-coast ti$e a corrupt 
language between the jVrabie and Malabar: the Koran, 
and the few liooks they possess, arc written in Arabic. 
Tlic Moplnlia engaged In comtneree, and enjoying an 
intercourse with other people, are tolcrahly courteous 
and orderly; those in the interior, who are too proud 
to work or engage in agrirultiiral piirsoits, arc geoe- 
rally an idle worthless race; parading al^out the coun¬ 
try with a broadsword, or luurdcritig time iu the 
Hwing, These are of a most turbulent rcTCiigcful 
spirit, prone to unaclnef, especially against the Nairs, 
whom they consider sis iutiilel^j, proud iind haughty m 
theruaelvcs. intoxicated with bhang, or opium, 

they frequently run amuck, and In a dreadhi1 state of 
phreuzy, kill every person they meet, until they are 
overpowered and destroyed. 

The Naira are at constant variiuice with tUe Alopkihs i 
and tlic king of Truveneote, Jealous of their amhitiou.s 
revengeful temper, keeps them in great aubjectioa, and 
levicH frequent contributions ou therr-property i to 
which they reluciaiiily suhiuit, from knowing they 
would experience tlte same treatment from other go¬ 
vern men ts. At Due period the Mopluha created great 
com motion 9 in Travencore, and tow^ard^ the end of the 
jR^ventcenth century massacred the chief of ^-Vnjengo, 
and all the English gentlemen helonjging to the settle¬ 
ment, when on a public visit to the queen of Actinga: 
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the sanguintiry deed was coinuiltted near her palace j 
some were even murdered in her presence, whom she 
in Viiin iittcnipted to rescrte from their fury, although 
Hi that time sovereign of the country. 

Tlicre was still n nominal iineen of Attinga when I 
resided at Anjengo j who, like the rajah sovereign of 
the Mahrattas, was little more than a state prisoner, 
while the king of Travencore, the nsurper of her dotni- 
dIous, imitating the peshwa of Poonab, styled himself 
duan, or minister to the queen of Attinga. 

The Syriac churches, or Christians of St. Thome, 
settled in Travencore, arc ohjccts of great interest and 
curiosity. They were not iinknowm to Vasco de 
Gama, and the first navigators to India ; to whom the 
unexpected discovery of Christians on the Malabar 
coast, was n mutter of the greatest surjirise and satis¬ 
faction : for they wxre not more enthusiastic in extend¬ 
ing their military glory and couejaests, than in propa- 
gating their religion among the infidels in the remotest 
f^uarters of the world. Their exidtation, however, wtw 
temporary, for, upon nearer investigation, they found 
tliJit these Christians followed the doctrine of Nesto- 
rins, tmil acknowledged, instead of the Pope* the pa¬ 
triarch of that sect residing in Syria, for their ecclesi¬ 
astical suprerne chief. 

“ They am indiscriminately called St, Thoin^ Chria- 
iians,(fTtjiu MarTliomt*, who was, according to their 
tradition, their first bishop, and founder of their 
religion in these countries,) Nestoriana, Syrians, and 
sometimes the Malabar Christians of the monntains, 
by the Portugnexc writers of that liooe, and by the 
siihsequcnt missionaries from Rome. The moat eooi- 
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uion name given to tlicin by the Hiutlooa of the coun¬ 
try, IB tlwt of XuatRTimcf, Mupila, and more frt’fjmrntly 
Suriansj or Suriance Mapita. 

“Tliry made at first BOine proselytes miioiig the 
Brahmins and Nairs, atid were on that account much 
respected by the native pritices; tmtl iniiny preserve 
the iiiaiiners £ind mode of life of the Braliuiins us to 
dcunlincss, and abstaining from animal food, 

Xhev possessed upviirds of one hundred villiiges, 
situated mostly in ilm mountainous psirt of the scmtli- 
cra division of Malabar. Their habitations were dis¬ 
tinguished from those of the Hindoos by being solid 
buildings, and collected in villages. They p^dd a very 
moderate tribute to the different nijahs in whose terri¬ 
tory they lived, but were subject to tbeir archbishop in 
all ccelcsiasticaJ and civil matters. They all wore 
swords and targrLs, and some of them had findocks { 
they w*cre great marksmen, and from their eighth year 
frequented the firing schools: husbandry and trade 
w'cre their )) rind pal occupations, and, neat to tlic 
Brahmins, tlic St. Thomd Christians furnished the 
greatest quantity of pepper to the Portu^e^c. 

"They admitted no images of saints in their 
churches, where the Holy Cross idone was to be sera. 
Tiicy had only three sacratiients, baptisui, eucharist, 
and the orders; and would not admit of transubstem- 
tiation in the manner the Uomaii CnthoUcs do. They 
knew nothing of purgatory; and the saints they said 
were not nduiltteil to the presence of God, but were 
kept in a third place till the day of judgment. Tlmr 
priests were permitted to marry at least once in their 
life. Their rite was the Chaldsean, or Syrian. 

Dr. Claudius Buchanan, who visitet! the Syrian 
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churches iii iiudGr the of the Marquia 

Wellesley, confirms the preceding account, and has 
given niii interesting and affecting detail of his recep¬ 
tion hy Mar Dionysius the bishop and die paalor oftlie 
Cbristiiin churches in iFalahar: he deecribes the vene-- 
rahle metropolitan, at the age of seventy-eight, in hit 
epiacopi J mitre and crozier, ns a man of highly respec¬ 
table ciiaractcry eminent for piety, and devoted atten¬ 
tion to hia pastoral funetions: in a conversation with 
the English divincj the Bishop sairh “ You have come 
to visit a dcdiaing thurch^ and T am now an old man: 
hut the hopes of iu weeing belter days cheer my old 
ii£;e, thoiigli I may not live to see themF^ On Dr» 
Biichanaa's sohtuitdtig to tlie veaerable prelate his 
w islies in regard to the transktioD and pHuting of the 
Holy Scriptures, he replied^ I have alresidy fully consi¬ 
dered the subject: I have determined to superintend 
tljc work myself, and to call the most learned of the 
clergy to my aid : it is a w^ork which will illiuisimite 
til esc ilark regronSp and God will give it hi a blessing."" 

Dr. Buchanaa collected an ancient Syrian Biblif, and 
sm'eral valuable manuscripts among these clmrciies i 
and ihc king of Travencorc acceded to ins request for 
sending a cACalognc of all the Hindoo manuscnpta in 
the ti'tuples of Tnivcncorc to die English college at 
Ciih'uUa; a measure to which the Emhnuns were 
very averse. Those manuscripts are supposed to con¬ 
tain iiiost: of the Hindoo liteniture of the south of India. 

The Christiana in Tmvcncore, who exceeded two 
hundred tliousand in nqmbtTt w-ere much in wunt of 
printed versions of the Holy Scriptures, having only a 
very few manuscript copies Ijcloiiging to all the churches. 
This Syriac version was mnied to India, according to 
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the popular lielief at the hcgiiitiiiig' of the fourth cen¬ 
tury, before the year 325 of the Cbristjan^ sraj at 
which time Jolmnncs, Bishop of Intiia, li'* 

Tiaojc at the council of Nice, TJr. Buchiinau, in coiu- 
pony miih Colom'J Macaulay, the British resiJent in 
Tuveneorc, visited UJiamper, wlicre Beliartc, King 
of the Christians, kept liia court: for the Syriim 
Christians had fonneriy regal power in Maltihar, iind 
wlien Vasco dc Gaiun arrived at Cocliii) in 1503, he 
saw tlie sceptre once swayed by their uionarchs. At 
LJdiiirupcr is the Syrian cliiirch, at which Archbishop 
Meticzes, from Goa, convened tlie synod of the S) rian 
clergy in 1599, when lie huriietl the Syriac and 
Chalduic books. 

The extensive tnict of coon try, now dctiominated the 
Malabar Province, having since the fall of Tipjjoo 
Sultan, formed part of the British empire in India, atul 
been placed under the inanagenicnt of the Company’s 
servants, a mote iiccnrate and comprehensive detail of 
the subjects slightly touched upon during luy voyage 
on the Malabar coast, and residence in Tnivcncore, 
w ill most probably be communicated to the public. 
The pride anil insolence of the Nambouri Brahniins 
and Nairs will be checked under the English govern- 
metit, and hv that mejms many new chaimcls of infor¬ 
mation, which could not have been accessible forty 
years ago, will he attainable. 

' The king of Calicut was, in the Malabar language, 
caUcsl Samorjf, or Zamanne, that is to say, God on 
the earth. 

Many of the singular cus toms of the high caste of 
the Tamtiii Rajah, or Zamorine, arc Hinusingly de¬ 
scribed by Dr, Fnmeis Buchanan. The present Za- 
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morin, instead of possessing the power, wcaltb, lind 
dignity of his ancestors, ts reduced to a cypher, and 
subsists Oft a pension from the English Enst India 
Company. Notwithstanding his degradation and po¬ 
verty, all the males of his family arc called Tninburans. ^ 
and all the ladies Tamburetti, H]>pellaiiona of high dis¬ 
tinction ; as the Taiituri pretend to he of n higher rank 
than the Brahmiftii, and to he infcrioi* only to the 
invisible gods, a pretension tliat was acknowledged hy 
his subjects, hut which is held as aboniinuhlc by the 
Brahitiins, 
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KxcAVttiiona ai flcil Elephnuto—Joiioicy frttni Baaibnjr 

rp SnEgijitp^DHLTlptioti of tTie grcnt lV>inplB tiiprc^DqprcJa- 
tlona of tbo Tigers—IslanJ ofmephanifl—Excavntlorw—tJranil 
Tenipk—Ilj-mn to N'orttyena—Cavern* and Teiii[ile* at Elbra 

_^\VaTii of Hie Kooroos «nd PandoOfi from llie I tindoo Legendi— 

Cemetery la Hic Desert of Sinai. 

Dcrinc my residence ftt Bombay Ifrequorttly viiiitt.-d 
the excavatiouM of Caniirii iiud Ek'phitnta: tlie former 
are hewn in tlie central luountuitvi on the ialatnl of 
Salsette, contiguoua to Boinbijr; the latter in a utmilar 
aitiiation on ihc isle of ElephantOt aevi n miles from 
thence, and nearer to the continent. Soon after my 
rctarti to England, an engraving was publislied from 
my painting of the large temple at the Elephanta [ and 
the views of those stupendous works on lioth islands, 
aince delineated by Mr. DanicII with the accuracy and 
effect which characterize all liis prodnetiotM, give a 
correct ideaof their general appearance. 

The nations of Asia, as well as of Europe, continacd 
long ignorant of the origin and purport of these cjctra- 
ordinary caverns: later researches lutvc thrown a light 
on their obscurity: the author of the “ Indian An- 
tiijtiltics'* lias taken great pains to illiujlratc them; his 
minute investigationB have the glow of oriental poetry, 
and are enriched by interesting anecdotes. If his com- 


oua jouRNEy. 


‘2<i« 

purisons between tlic tenets of tbe Hindoo religion 
and the rites of tbe EJeiisinian mysteries, together with 
liLs other hypothesis, do not eniireljr aatisfy, they at 
least nflbrd pleasure to the inquiring mind. 

My first visit to Sfdaettc was in the heginning of 
1774 ; that island then hclonging to the Muhrattas, we 
ohtuitu-d a passport from the Pandit for our journey j 
and crossing a narrow' arm of the s hi which divides 
Bombay from Salsctte, proceeded in palanquins to¬ 
wards the eaves. Our party consisted of six English 
gentleuieo, a amall escort, and niimcroiis attendants; 
which were as necessary on this excursion as in tlic 
former jouruey in the Coneiin, from iMiing ahhged to 
carry beds, provisions, and every thing wanted, on the 
heads of t he villagers. 

Tlie first part of the road was ihrongli sail luarsUee 
and rice-lields, with few trees, or interesting objects: 
at sun>set we ascended a pleasant hill, and took up our 
quarters in a Porluguezc church, near im extenBivc 
lake, Imntered by mangO'tices: the priest did every 
thing for our acconuiiodutioii, partook of our supper, 
and at mitliugUt left us to repose in his spacious 
dormitory. 

At day-break next momiog we renewed our journey 
to another eburch, five ruilcs fi-om the principal ex¬ 
cavation i the country improved in beauty and fertility, 
its produce ebiedy consisting of rice-fields, uiongo 
groves, and palmyra trees. After breakfast wc pro¬ 
ceeded towimls mountains of dijTieult ascent, through 
narrow' rocky paths rendered almost impervious by 
thickets and jungle grass, through which our palan- 
r[iiin-bearers could not penetrate, and we finished the 
journey on foot. 
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At noon we reached the great temple, cxcnviifed nt 
aome distance from the ausiimit of a steep riiountuin, in 
a comnmnding situation. This stupendous work is 
upwards of uiucty feet long, thirty-eight wide, and of 
n proportioufible [might, hewn out of the solid rock, 
and (briuing an ohloug Bcjuare, with a £uted ooncavc 
roof; the area is divided into three aisles by regular 
colounndes, similar to die aueient basilic, n pile of 
building twice as long as it was wide, with one of the 
extremities terminating in a licmicyclej two rows of 
rolttmns formed a apaeions area in the centre, leaving 
a narrow walk between the columns and the wull. The 
largest excavation at Salsette appears intended for a 
place of worship; towards the termination of the 
temple, fronting the entrance, is a circular pile of solid 
rock, nineteen feet high, and forty-eight in eircum- 
ference, moat probiihly a representation of the Ungaro, 
the sytubol of Seva, TJierc ans no imagea in this 
temple, nor uny kind of Bcnlpture cxtwpt on the capitals 
of the plllnrs, which ore generally finished in a nwisterly 
style, and are little impaired by liine; many have been 
left in an unfinished state; on the siuiitnit of others 
is something like a bell, between elephants, horses, 
lions, and nnimRls of diflerciit kinds* 

The lofty pillars and concave roof of the principal 
temple at SaJsrttc present a much grander appparance 
than the largest cxcaration at the Elephanta, although 
dial is miu'h ridicr in statues and basai-relievi than 
anv of those on Salsette* The portico at tHalsette, of 
the sjiilie height and breadth as the tenijdc, is richly 
decorated ; on each aide a large niche contains a co¬ 
lossal st.ituc well executed; lacing the entrance are 
small single lignres, and groups in various attitudes; 
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the whole in gooil pfrservjihoii. Tlie outpr front of 
(ijie portico, und the arm before ir, cairesponding in 
grandeur With the interior^ are now^ injured by tiniCa 
and the mo uJ dering sculpt ore in tem jingled with de- 
matia and a Vciriety of roek-phintSi We cnplcd several 
Uiu's from the long iiiseri|itioTis On the square pillars 
at the enlranee^ the cbitracters were obsolete, iind hud 
not been deciphered w hen I left Indiri. 

The following arc the exact diujensigns of the large 
temple, or principal cxciivittion at Skittaetle: 

Length of the interior, ninety-one feet, six hictiea* 

Breath, thirty-eight feet, 

I>eptb of llic [jortito, twelve feet. 

PortitcHwall, or sup[>ort of rock, five feet. 

Front-wall, or support of rock, three feet. 

Area, twenty-eight feet. 

Outer wall, or support of rofrk, two feet ciglat inf hes. 

The length of the whole temple, portico, and area 
leading to it, is one hundred and forly-tvvo feet two 
indies. 

After remaining some hours in the large temple wo 
proceeded further up i hc mountain by a flight of steps 
hewn in the rock^ and continued to the sum rid L By 
various intricate paths they lead to smaller excavations; 
Jiiost of which consist of two rooms, a portico and 
beuebes, cut m the rock ; to each is annexed a cistern 
of water of about three cubic feet, nUo hewn in the 
rock, for the presen at Jon of rain water; which we 
found very cool and grateful after a sultry walk. 

Some of these cxcavatious are larger and better 
finished than olhere; a few iu their general effect re¬ 
semble the principal tmnple, though inferior in srie and 
decoration. The wIjoIc appearance of this excavated 
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njoiiritJiin indicatcst it to liove hiui n city liewii tn lU 
rocky aidcj», (."ipulde of containing^ many thousand iti- 
hiibitants; thts largest temple wiis doubtless their prin- 
cipul place of worship ; tlie smaller* on the same ])lan, 
iuferior dcwiils ; the rest were appropriated as dwellings 
for the inhabitants, difl'eriug in size and accommodation 
ucx'ordingto their respective ranks iti society^ or, as is 
still more prohahic, these liahitationa were the ahodc 
of religious Brahmins and tlieir pupils, when India 
was the nurse of art and science, and the nntiotis of 
EiirO|ie were involved in ignorance and hurbarisru. 

The sumuiit of this wonderful inountaia commands 
an extensive view} the island of Salsette appears like 
u map around the spectator, presenting a 6ne cam¬ 
paign of rice-fields, cocoa-grovea, villages, and cattle; 
woody hills and fertile vales: the siiiroundiug moun¬ 
tains form a foreground of grey rocks, coveri;d with 
trees, or hollowed into gloomy caverns, the haunt of 
tigers, servients, hats, and bees, in immense swarms; 
the horizon is bounded on the south by tiie island of 
Bouihuy with the harbour and shipping, east by the 
continent, nortlt hy Bassein and the adjacent moun* 
tains, and west by the ocean. In various parts of 
Salsettc are romantic view?, cmlieUishetl by the mins of 
Portngneze churchc.«i, convents, and villas ? once large 
and splendid, but suflerod to decay since the Mohrattas 
conqucnnl the island. 

The enjovEnctit of the pictnresque and fertile scenery 
of Siilscttc is intermpted by the tigers W'hich infest the 
mountains and ilescenil to the pluius: they not only 
prey upon the sheep and oxen near the villages, but 
sometimes carry off the human species. During our 
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short stay, n poor woniaQ gsitliyrmg foci on the aktrts 
of a wood, laid her infiint oo the grass, whun a tiger 
sprung from the cover and carried it to his den, in the 
sight of the wretched mother! 

Another of thisc ferocious animals prowling in n 
garden near Tanniih, the capital of the ishutd, suddenly 
pat his head and fore-feel through the stnall window 
of a summer hou^e where a friend of mine was sitting. 
Alarmed at his danger, he kept his eye sWdfastly 
fixed on the enemy, rightly judging that tlie aperture 
was too small for the admission of his IkhI)’ i the gen¬ 
tleman then tan speedily to the house, and returning 
iinuicdiatcly with two or three armed servants, shot 
the monster through the heart, he having never moved 
from the spot. 

The island of Elcpluinta, about two leagues from 
liomhay, does not exceed three miles in circnmference? 
conaistlng of two rocky uioimtains, covered with trees 
and Ilfnshwood, and a small valley of rice-fields, 
cultivated by a few Hindoo fumiers, whose cottages and 
cattle enliven the scene. Near the landing-phice is the 
figure of an elephant the size of life, shaped out of a 
rock, which probably gave its name to the island; 
that by which the natives distingnisfa it l>eiug very 
diA'crent. 

Ascending the moan tain by a narrow' i>uth, w'inding 
among rocks, trees, and underwood, we itrrive at llie 
excuvation, which has long excited the attention of 
the curJoas, and uftbrdcd ample scope for the discussioD 
of ajjtiqnaries. TIjc priridpal temple, and adjoining 
apartments, are two Imndred and twenty-feet long, 
and one Imndred and fifty broad; in these dimensions 


TEMPLE or ELEPUAMTA. 


271 


cjtOEcdtiig the lAigest woT^t Salsctte i hot bting 
very inferior in height, notwithstanding the nuiucrous 
and richer decorations at the Elcphantaj the spectator 
is constantly reminded of being in a cave \ at Salactte, 
the lofty concave roof and noble columns have a 
majestic appearance. Yet the observer feels more 
srir|)inEc and admiration at the Elcphanta than at 
Salsette: he beholds font rows of massive columns cut 
out of the solid rock, nniform in their order, and 
placed at regular ^stances, so as to form three mag¬ 
nificent avenues from the principiil entriincc to the 
grand idol which terminates the middle vista? the 
general cficct being heightened by the blueness of the 
light, or rather gloom, peculiar to the situation. IIjc 
central image is composed of three colossal heads, 
reaching nearly from the floor to the roof^ a height 
of fifteen feet? it represents the triad deity in the 
Hindoo mythology, Brahma, Vishno, and Seeva, in 
the characters of the creator, preserver, and destroyer: 
the middle face displays rcgnliir features and a mild 
and serene character? the towering head-dress is much 
ornamented, as arc those on each side, which appear 
in profile, lofty and richly adorned witli Jewels: the 
countenance of Vishnoo lias the same mild aspeet ns 
Brahma: the risage of Scevn is very different? se¬ 
verity and revenge, charartcristic of his destroying 
uttribute, are strongly depicteil? one of the honiU 
embraces a large cobra dc capdio; while the others con¬ 
tain fruit, flowers, and blessings for mankind; the lotos 
and pomegranate are easily diNtingnished. The lotos, 
so ofren introdneed into the Hindoo mythology, forms 
a principal object in the sculpture and paintings in 
their temples, Is the ornament of their sacred lakes, 
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aud tlic mmt conapicuong beauty in their flowery 
sacrifices. Wlicilicr the Hfiii-patras^ or P^libothra 
kings, uientioucd in Alcsandef s luv^asion of India, were 
tbe^anje with the more ancient dynasty of Baii-ptUm^ 
or Piiiiifi-pufra^ ia perhaps not yet ijetermined; but 
the Bhagavaia mentions one of the titles of Maha-Bali, 
the ft)under of that dynaijiy, to hare been 3l(r/m- 
PaH-JVattdii, the Lrjrd of f fte Lfitos.*" 

The lotos is often seen in the Egyptian and Grecian 
sculpture^ and that a triad deity was an object of 
worship in the rnythology of those ancient nations, 
b an hypothesis well supported in Maurice^s Indian 
Antif|itities. 

On cither side of the Eli>i^^”\nta triad is a gigantic 
figure leaning on n dwarf, an object frcfjnently intro* 
duecd hi these excavations. Tlie pants guard the 
triple deity^ and acparaie it from a Urge recesa filled 
W'Jib u TOTiety of fignress, male and femaUj in different 
attitudes ; they arc in tolerable proportion^ but expreys 
iio particular charartiT of countenance! one conapU 
cufiUK female, like the Atna/.ons, is single hreasteil ^ the 
rest, w'hether intended for goddesses or iiiortaUi ftte 
genendty ailomed, like the modem Hindoo w'Otnen, 
liiitli brticelelis, anrl rings for the ancles; the men have 
hracticts only. The interiening space hetween these 
large figures is occupied by small aerial beings, hover¬ 
ing about them in infinite variety. I kiiow^ not w^hether 
f am correct in saying the larger imngcs in these 
grmi[is are in ftlto-rclicvo, and most of the siimller in 
Uisfio-rehevo, brought suMciently forward from the 
rock to produce a good effect 

The Hides of the temple are adorned with similar 
compojrition^, placed at regular distances, and tertoi- 
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Tinting the avcDQca rnriued by tliL' roloniiaiks, Jfo tliut 
only one group ia aecn at a time, except on a mrar ap- 
proaeh; the re|*alwriiy and prot)Ott!<iri of the wliole 
UfH remarkably atriking, Tlie figures are genernUy tn 
graceful altitudLia ; but thoae of herculean stature indi- 
eute no muscular strength. 

Among many thousand figures, few of the eotin- 
tcmoiccs express any jiarticulur pnsaion, or mark a de¬ 
rided chumetcr; they have generally a sleepy aspect, 
iiiid U'iir a greater fL'scmhlanee to the tame anilpturc 
of Egypt than the aiiljiiated works of tlie Grecian 
cliiscL 

The rolumiiB at the Elcphonta arc of a singnhir 
shnpe, anil in all respcetA/Jiffcr from the beautiful or¬ 
ders of ancient Greece : me shafts imj miiHAivc' in pro¬ 
portion to liieir height i the large cnpitnls, swelling 
over the ornaments, give the appearance of pressim' 
by the snjierliieunjbent mountain ; a form appropriiite 
to tbeir function in this wonderful work. 

From the right and left avenues of the principal 
temple are piiiSHiigGS to Biiwjler cxcsiviitions on catb 
side; that on the right is uiueli decayed, and very 
little of the sculpture remains entire; u pool of water 
penetrate* from it into a dark cavern far under the 
rocks whether natund or artificial is not determined. 
A auiall corresponding tcniplu on tlui left side, con¬ 
tains two baths, one of them clegntilly finished: the 
Jrtmt is o|H'n, and the roof supported by pillars of a 
diHercnt order from t(ios*i in the large temple; the 
aides are adorned with sculpture, and the roof and 
cornice painted in mosaic patterns j some of the co¬ 
lours are still bright. Thu opposite hath of the saoie 
proportions, is less ornaiiicntcd ; between them a room 
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detached from a rock roiitnitis a eolossul reprcaciita- 
tion of the Ilrigam. Scvctal small caves brantli out 
from the graod cxcuvatioiis. 

I remained on one occaiion four days at the Isle of 
Elephaiita, and paid more than one tiisit to the sculp¬ 
tured oioutitains of Canara, sketching the most striking 
featnrea of tlieae wonderful works. I onee accoui- 
paiiicd an eminent EngU#]i artist on hU lirst visit to 
the Elephanta; Im had seen the most striking obj^ts 
of art in Itsdy and Greece, but never uiiy thing which 
filled his mind with such extraordinary sensations 
;is to the general effect. After slaying until a late 
hour he reluctantly aecotupanied me to the hospitable 
mansion of an English officer at Butcher’s Islands 
whither we repidred every evening, andretartmd on the 
following muroing to revisit the Elephantn, m the 
nocturnal damps rentier it dangcroua to sleep in the 
caverns, and the cottages of the natives cannot accam- 
modate Eurojicuns. 

However these gigantic statues, ami otliera of simi- 
hir form, in the caves of Ellora and SaWlte, may ttsto- 
nish a common observer, the uiatiof taste looks in vain 
for proportion of form and expression of eouatcnance. 

The Elcpfianta caves especially cause admiration 
when w'c contcmplutu the iiuiiiensity of the under- 
tokiug, the number of artificers employed, and the 
extraordinary genius of its first projettor, in a country 
until lately accounted rude and barbarous, by the 
now enlightened nations of Europe. It is a work 
wliich would be admired by tlie curious, had it been 
raised from a foundation, like other structures t but 
when we consider it is hewn Inch by inch in the hard 
and solid rock, we ciumot hut be astonished at the con¬ 
ception and completion of the underiakiag. 
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I am Bu froni advocatirig the c!iub<^ of Hintluism; 
blit I confess, that a view of these excavations has often 
caused pious meditation and filled my mind with awe, 
though I was surrounded by idols. My opinion of 
modem Brahminisrn U apparent thronghont these 
pages 1 but many circurastances authorize a condn- 
sion, that there -was a time when the more enlightened 
Brahmins worshipped God in his unity} and perhaps 
in these very tenapies sang the praises of Jehovah, 
without the niedinm of subordinate divinities ; which 
are said to have been introduced only for vulgar minds. 

Tile hymn to Narayena is one of the most sublime 
and beautiful compositions in any language, translated 
hv our great orientalist. Sir William Jones. 

The first stanza represents the sublimest attcihutes 
of the Supreme Being, and the three forms in which 
they most clearly appear to us, power, wisdoiUj and 
gof^ness; or, in the language of Orpheus and his dis¬ 
ciples, love. I shall only copy the first stanza of this 
dirine poem, and the concluding lines; althongh every 
part of it would delight a refined and pious mind, and 
enlighten the most oliscure recesses appropriated to 

such an object of worship. 

TJje Spirit of God, called Nnrayena, or movhig on 
the leater, has u mnltltttde of other ppilhets in tlic 
Sanscrit, the principal of which arc introduced in dif. 
ferent parts of the hymn. 

HYMN TO KAflAYEKA. 

SriniT tif spirits, who, through evety part 
OfspACc ^iEpiiiiilii?£l and of t:ndJes4 
Bcjpail the siralch uf labouring tbougbl 
Badi't uproar into besmrePMJ order siart^ 

Bcforti heafOfl wm, thoo nrt r 
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Ivrt? liphcrei ticncttt.li m ra]J\l or sphi-^rea nbovCp 
Krc CQXth in firmiiincntHl ether tiung^ 

Tboa sot it flluiifip 'uli through thy niyids: love* 

Hiiugi lo eaciiitncc iprung, 

And graterui tlcEC&iiE inng, 

Whrtt firit iinpeird tfiec to oxcri thj might ? 
ffoodne&s unlimited- WliJit glariouj light 
Thj poster directed ? Wisdom without bound. 

pror'd it fint ? Oh 1 guide mj Cuicy right; 

Ob I misc from camb'tflui greimdp 
My sDuJ in rupture drown'd^ 

Tbnt fctgrlcsa it mny soar on wings of fire ^ 

For thou^ who only Jcnuw'st, thou only Cttoet inspire I 
^ m * * 

My 4oul absorb'd Os a only being kn e w?. 

Of tdi perceptians Out ahondant lotirce, 

Wlicncu every object urery iHomcnt flowB : 

Suns Hence derive tliclr ferce* 

Heoce plimctfi learn their counsc : 

But SUDS and fading worldj 1 view no more: 

Gouonjy I percei ve^ GonoDly I odortrl 

Varioua are tLe conjoctar^s of cTAiiqiiitd, Niebuhr, 
and other tmvcIlcrB, reaperting theac ciiverns, but none 
sutisfactory ; the Author of the IndiaD Antit[uiti(?a^ unit 
scvrnil writers who haYo recently pubJiahed their in- 
YCitigatLonSj tire more esplanuton^ 

Dr* Fryer^s aceptmt of the exeavtited mountaina 
ut SaUc'tte, and the temples ut the Elephants, though 
very entertaining, throw no light on their otigtn : and 
it appears almost ridiculoiis to mention the opmion of 
those traYcllcrs who conjeetare the exenvattona to 
!mvc been made in the reign of Solomon, by artu^ts 
wlio sailed in his fleet from Ezion-geber to Ophiri for 
the commodities of India* Many attribute them to 
Alexander, as remarked by Dr. Fryer j bnt after 
crossing the Indus, and entering the Punjab^ that 
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country watered by five rivers^ the iMacedoniaji beltJ 
made little progress info the southern proviDccfl of 
Hindofitan : for, on the bank^ of the river Cliduni, or 
Beta]I, the luident HvdaypeSj he wiis opposed by Fonts, 
the IndiaD sovereign, as appears from Arrian's liJatory, 
taken from tjie journals of Aristobulu^, Nearclius, and 
ilie other generals who aceoaipanied Alejcitnder: the 
hardships fa is veteran Greeks had undergone in their 
rnarrhes during the rainy season, made them refuse 
to advance further; iilthuugh he douhtless meant to 
have extended hia conquests to the hunks of the Gangers, 
The river Hyphasiaj now called the Beyah^ was the 
boundary of iiia niareh from Persia 5 from thence he 
commenced bis return to that kingdom, and there he 
erected several monuments in memory' of his achievo- 
nicnts. Ncarchus fitted out u fleet of near tw^o thou- 
sund vessels, of various eiiase and coiMtrncfion, on the 
Hydaspes, a hraneh of the fndus, w'ith which he eu- 
tered thsit noble river, and following ita slrcam to the 
ocean, proceciled by the Persian gul[)!i to the Eu¬ 
phrates; while Alexander himself returned, with the 
remaitider of his army, through PersisL The other 
parts of lliiidostan hud then remained unjKMtetnited 
hy the {.-onqueror; this would abuodantlj disprove alt 
connexion hetwecii thiziie works ami Alexanders expe- 
ditiozij did not the total absence of any thing Grecian, 
in the style of architect lire, or the character of the 
mythological figures, preclude any such idea. 

Sir Charlca Alalet's JudJeioiis remarks on the exca¬ 
vations at Ellora, which arc similar, and miikst probably 
contemporary w'ith those at Salsettc and the Elephonta, 
throw CODS Idem hie light on these wondcdid prinlnc- 
tions; although in his tetter to Lord Teigimiouth he 
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denes not allow hif inf[airica to hav^ been entirely 
satisfactory. 

He says, that ^ DonbtleBS they arc the works of 
people whose religion and mytholo^ were purely the 
Hindoo, and that of the esravations carry strong 
ttiarks of dedication to JMakdew, as the presiding 
deity^ that leaves no room to donbi their owing their 
existence to reUgious zeid^ the most powerful and most 
tiniversa! agitator of the hnniiin mind-" 

Sir Charles Malct s account of the temple at El lorn 
was preceded in the Asiatic Researches by a descriptiou 
of the excavations at the island of Elephimtii, by Mr, 
Goldinghamj whose invest! gat ions torroljorate Sir 
Charles's BO far as to prove that neither Egyptiansj 
Jew s, nor Greeks^ bad any share in iho uiidertakiog. 

Mr* Goldingham'f^ de^jcriptions of the several txiiji- 
partments of figures and of the detached baths and 
temples, arc very accurate, and discnaiiuatcd with 
judgment. He supposes the figure with one breast to 
be a representation of the consort of Siva exhibiting 
the actJTc power of her lord, not only m Bawiini, or 
conrHge, but as iBani, or the goddess of nature, con¬ 
sidered as male and female, and presiding over genertt- 
tion, and also as Dirga. Here we find the bull of 
Iswara (one of Siva's name^), and the figure bearing 
hill trisule or trident. The bcautifal figure on the 
elephant is Cuma, or the Hindoo god of love^ the 
figure with four heacls supported by birds is a repre¬ 
sentation of Brahma, and that wltli four arma m nun ted 
on the shonldeTs of another^ is Vishnu. The two prin- 
dpi'il figures in the niche to the kftp repreient, perhaps, 
Siva and guddciia ris Parvaii, wilh Bmbma and 
Vi slum in the backgroiiiifL 
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TJie terrific with eight aniia liRs been sapposetl 
by BOiuc to reprtisent Solomon thrcatciiing to diviile the 
harlot’s cKihl; oiLcrs hrlieve it to i>e the lynitii Ciiiiiit 
attempting the life of the infant god Crihlma when 
ft(9tered by the lienUinan An an da. But in this, the 
third at tribute, or the destroyer m uetion, is too well 
represented to lie mistaken t the distant scene, where 
the smaller figures nppear in distress and pain, is per¬ 
haps the infcmul regions. The figures, male mid feintile, 
sitting, with a bull couching at the feet of the former, 
are Siva and his goddess; and thus they are repre¬ 
sented in the temples at the present day. The figure 
with the 1 1 liman body and the elephant’s head cannot 
he mistaken for any other than Gan^sa, the Hindoo 
god of wisdom, and the first-ljom of Siva; and the 
lingain is a snllii'ient testimony of Siva’s having pre¬ 
sided in tins undent Hindoo temple. 

Mr. Goldinghtim does not attempt to deduce the 
of the faliririition of this w‘ondcrfiiI structure; hut 
a cOJisidemlile light is thrown on the snlycct by Sir. 
Wilford, whose erudition has lieen conKpicuously dis¬ 
played in the Transactions of the Asiatic Sodety. He 
has discovered some of the inscriptions in the caves at 
Snlsctte to he the pure Sanscrit dialect, and that the 
characters, thoogh imconth and barbarous, are of the 
sAiiie langnagc; others ngaiti lur engraved in an an- 
rfeiit vernacular dialect, and in characters derived from 
the original, or primeval Sanscrit, since they arc estab¬ 
lished on the same elements, although very ditferent 
iti form from those at present in use. Tlie snhjcct of 
til esc inscriptions would perhaps have been of Utflc 
importance, had they not led to a very valtiabic disco¬ 
very of aucietn aplliahcts ; which may hereafter facili- 




lIttimiO UEtfEMJn. 


2 b(> 

t«ti; the deciphering of otlier injicriptipiis of greater 

consequcui:^. 

In the Uteniturc of India there is no legend imre 
ceichrutyd than the 'wars of the Itooroos and Pandoow* 
the sons of Detnirashtra iind Paodoot for the doininion 
of Hindoatan—;i enlijcct width bus gis^en birth to the 
Mahaburiitf ii poem tbjit, nmoog the Hindoos, has the 
credit of divine inspiration, atid which Mr, HastiDgs 
him com pared with the Ilitid of Hotrief* 

Detranishtn and Paiidoo were the sons of VecetrLH^ 
travecrgii, who vnts succeeded in the empire by Pandoo 
in cotiaef(urncc of his elder brother being inrajmeitati'd 
hy bLindness. Detruroshtra is stud to have had a huti- 
drt?cl scjiia, of whom Ihjorgttdun was the eldest, and in 
fact the representative of that liranch of the faitdly 
distinguished under the uauie of Kourooa i the sons of 
PaiKlocTwere live; Yoodishterj Bheem, Aijooo, Nc- 
kooli and Siihader* 

Upon the death of Pandoo, Doorgudun, his ne- 
phewy sueceeded to the throne; hence divisions were 
excited, and conspiracies were alternately formed, on 
the one hand, to usurp the govcmuientj and orv tlm 
other, to esitirpate ihi; race of Pandoo, At length, to 
terminate the feuds, it was agreed between Dimrga’' 
dun and Yoodishier to divide the kingdom; when 
Doorgadun conceived an artilice by which he tiiight 
remove his rivnl, without occasioning those conten¬ 
tions to whicli the empire had before been a prey. To 
eflcct this purpose he challenged Yoodishter to a guine 
of chance v w hicL being accepted, Dorgudun, hy menna 
of false dice, won all his uiivcrBary'H wealth and king¬ 
dom ; and having thm sncccedi^h he agreed to give him 
otic cbance luorc of redeeining liisi loss, if, in case of 
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feiliirc, he would retire with his brothers for twelve 
years into such a strict banishment, that they should 
not witliin that time he seen by any man. These 
terms were consented to, Doorgailnn prevailed, and 
the Pandoos entered upon their exile into forests the 
most unfi’ctiuented. The term of their seclusion fruiu 
society bein^; expired, they addressed Door^dun, hy 
Vednni and Vysisa, to be restored; when, their over¬ 
tures beinu rejected with contempt, they asaemblcd a 
large army, and effected by force what they failed in 
hv entreaty; for in a pitched battle fought between the 
two iirniies near the city of Tallassar, the Kooroos were 
vanquished, and Yoodisliter snecceded to the throne. 

It is to these exiles in the forest that the inscrip¬ 
tions arc found to relate; they consist of short obscure 
sentences, supposi^d to have been cDgraven on rocks 
and stones by Vednni and Vyasa, the friends of the 
Pandoos, communicating to them, by tbdr means, such 
intelligence as was ncceesnry to their safety; consoling 
them in their misfortunes, and warning them against 
the arts of Doorgadun. 

These transactions are supposed to have happened 
in the cotinuenccmcnt of Kaiec Youg, a period between 
four thousand eight hundred and five thousand yean 
ago: and some of the most respectable Hindoos of the 
present day, entertain a firm conviction that these in- 
flcriprioDS are the nnthentic works of Vedum and V j'UHii. 
It may be interesting to the lovers of Hindoo liternture 
to be toformed that this Vyasa is the reputed author 
of the Puranas. 

Such is the rectmt account of those in script ions, aad 
certainly there are many corrolioratingdrctimstiuiccs in 
the si'utpliire, espcciully in the iwves at the Elephuntu, 
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m smmgthlia this opinioa; and parti^cakrly fio at 
Moiit*pps5*E, Of Mundip IbIiwiTi on baliette; at a 
little distance from whence there atiU remain six obe¬ 
lisks, tn tolerable preservation. On aotiie of them is 
n representation tn basso-relievo, of sea and land 
battles; tbe vessels engaged in a furious combat arc 
extretnely well represented: on others are carved the 
emblems of peace, and similar subjects, which may 
perhaps relate to the tera just raentiaued. 

Before 1 conclude nay account of these excavations, 
I must not omit the striking rcscmblanee which has 
Wm observed between them and the sculptured grottos 
in Kgypt; u drcuiuataucc which seems to imply that 
either the Egyptians copied from the hliudoos, or ihe 
Hindoos from them; the former is now gcnemlly 
allowed. Not far from the city of Asslian, the ancient 
Sycn described by Strabo, on the confines of Ethiopia, 
the rocks on the western hank of the Nile are hewn 
into grottos, with places of ^'Otship, columns, piloaters, 
mid hieroglyphics, as particularly mentioned by mo¬ 
dem iravellers. Strabo also describes the adjacent 
island of Elcphantinu, with its surrounding rocks in 
the Kile; from whence were hewn those enormous 
iiiusses used in the maguifioent structures of Egypt) 
mid espedally that ainaEiug cube, each side iiieasuriDg 
sixty feet, in which the sanctuary of Butls was tut. The 
island of Etephaniina in tbe time of Strabo contained 
a small town, with the temple of Cueph, and a cele¬ 
brated Kilometer. 

1 have often been struck with the idea that there 
may be some aftiaily between tlie written motuttains 
in Arabia, and the eTcaimted mtmnfmns in Hiudostan; 
T mean only as far as relates to auel] records or metuo- 
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rials in time of remote antiijiiity. The Ijook of Job 
is allowed to be of a very ancient date; coeval, if not an¬ 
tecedent to the writings of Mohcs. In his sublime and 
pathetic apostrophe the aiHictcd Patriarch exclaims, 
«O that ray words were now written I oli that they 
were printed in a book 1 that they were graven with an 
iron pen and lead, in the rock for cvwl for I know 
that my Rupeemeh Uveth, and that he shall stand at 
the latter day upon the earth ; and though worms de¬ 
stroy this body, yet in my flesh shall I sec God, whom 
I shall see for niyselfj and mine eyes shall behold, and 
not another!*’ Joh, eh. xix, v. iKi—-2^. 

In this tiieinurnblc speech to hia misjudging and 
uncharitable friends, uttered liy the venerable sniFertfr, 
in strong faith and fervent hope, he not only makes 
this animated appeal, hut ardently wishes to have it 
recorded for the consolation of the latest posterity. 
Printing, so improperly introduced hy the English 
translators, was then unknown; manuscripts were 
perishing, but the rock was permanent. On |m ada- 
niantinv rock, therefore, did the pious prince wish that 
his words might be engraved, the characters filled up 
with lend, and remain indehble for ever! All this mnat 
crertainly allinle to u custom then known: most pro¬ 
bably the written mountains in Arabia, the very country 
in which they lived, were extant at the time, and 
familiar to his hearers. 

Engraving on atones was generally practised in 
Egvpt; their hieroglyphics were cut in the hardest 
granite ; the obelisks were sculptured in intagho, 
filled with cemcmt of various colours; which b pro- 
laibly wliut our Iran slaters .have meant by lead. TheHC 
mciijorials brought into Europe by the Roman Em- 
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wron, the remainfi of e*cavat«d hills and gculpturcd 
rocks stiU extant in Egypt, united with the accounts of 
the Greek JiLstonans, andoubtcdly provetho uotiqititj 
of works similar to tliose in India. The characters 
eoKTaved on the portals of the excavated niountaliw in 
Hindostan. and the adjacent rocks. Imvc very lately 
been deciiihered: I copied several Imes from the 
entmnee of the cavea of Csmara. which w-erc then 
pronounced obsolete, and past anding out; Mr. Wil- 
ford has proved the contrary. Possibly, m this en 
lightened age. the characters on the iVrahmn luontitains 

may yet he explained. . , j. _ p 

Niebuhr mentions a large cemetery in the desert of 
Sinai, whore a great umny stones are set up lU an erect 
position, on a high and steep mountain, covered with 
as bcautifnl hieroglyphics as those of the Egypti^ 
mountains. Tin- Arabs carried them to this burial 
place, which is more remarkable than the writteo 
mountains, seen and described by other travellers in 
this desert; for so many well-cut stones could never 
be the iuoniiuicttis of wandering Arabs, but must 
necessarily owe their origin to the inliabitonts of some 
great city'neor this place, which is, however, now a 

desert- ^ 

Towards the end of the year 1774. coratuotions in the 

Muhraiia Slate aJfortkd the Goveniment of Bombay 
an opportunity of obtaining the islands of Salscttc, 
Caronjah, and Elcphantaj the former was an ac¬ 
quisition of great importance to Bombay. ^ 

I paid an early visit to these new conquests: it is a 
pleasant passage of a few hours from Bombay to 
Tannali, the prineipjd fortress in 5?alsi!tte, which so 
soon ofur tlic siege made a desolate appcanitice. t 
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WAS built by the Portugntfi^e when iniiBters of the iBland;^ 
aud altered by the Muhruttsis, 'who conquered SsJ^ieTte 
and iltiring the Pe^hwiiship of Bajettow. Half 

u mile troiii the fort is r Portupicse church, plciiBJsnlly 
sitiiutcd oti the iide of a lar^ tank, Hiirroundcd Uy 
mango and taiiiuriiid groves j the spires imd domes of 
mosqoes and Hindoo teinplea rising am id thetr dark 
foltuge, produce n good eflect. 

I sailed froui Salaette to Caranjah, and landed about 
two miles from the principal town, situated bet ween 
two lofty mountama, on the west side: it wtis nothing 
more than a large Mahratta yilbge* with low straggling 
Louses, near a tank covered witli wild dueks and w^ater- 
fowl, hitherto unmolested by Europeans. On its banks 
u sniall fort^ a Portuguese church, and a Hindoo tem¬ 
ple embellished the view. Tlie principal fort stands on 
the Hummit of a lofty mountain, romantically di¬ 
versified by woods and rock; the ascent is steep and 
difiredt. This castle* Bitidl, badiy constructed* and 
mounting only fourteen ginis*was iucapahlc of defence, 
but its aimation rendeTed it almost inaccessible. It 
comtiiands a western view of the town and harbour of 
Bombay, SiiUette, and all the adjacent i&knils* and to 
the east the mountains of the continent, and nearer 
plains of Caranjah, abounding with rice-fields, cocoa* 
nut, palmyra, mango, nnd tamarind trees* filled with 
monkeys* parrots, owls* and singing-birds of various 
kinds. 
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CHAFTER XV- 

r;:;r 

fVom 111# Cflpit"*-^ Pflontib, iin*l murcb^i 
Mahmtcii Ei^piri? i of the Cml Wsir— 

T‘£?L“nl"«"»» ■ Tr...,-Ert«l.ao. rf *. En,M 

Detachment lo joibhia Artny lu Gii«fat, 

Soon after the cooquH. at SAettc I "•'■ained ™c of 
■he appointmeots generahr given to the civil ’ 

with Sh^e detachmeat of Britirt forces sent f'™ 8“"'^“? 
,0 the assistance of Ragonath-Rotv. at that time the 
\tminfr =k>vfreleTi of Miihnittas, thouglv liL had 
Xe^been driven^n. hi, capital by the eonfedorate 

...ioisters, and when theBooibayGovc^men. r^olvej 

to rematate him on the muartid at 

encamped with his army in the province of Gnzerat, 

waiting for the innetion of the English troops. 

That a war, which, in its ccinaequi^nces, has engaged 
the East India Company in Tarious V 

liancea with the Mahrattas, may be better nnderst^l, 
I shall give some aCLonnt of that extraordinary nation, 
who, bv their caste arc accounted among the lower 
tribes of the Hindoos; bnt by courage, policy, and 
peneverance, are become the moat powerful and tor- 
inidable people in Hindostan. 
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The Msihmitus me said to derive their name and 
origin rrorii Mab*rat, Bignifying the great provincet or 
country} and deaignuting a large, a|though an un- 
dcGncd portion of that part of Hindostan called Deccan, 
or Deckslian, meaning the south country, u$ tiituated 
south of the river Nerhudda. From a state of rustic 
obscurity, and rigorous vassalage, the Molirattiw, within 
the hist century, have become a mighty power; and, 
in that period, jjtecipitated and completed the ruin 
of the Mogul empire, which had comoienced in its own 
vices. 

The founder of the Mahrutta pre-eminence "Wus 
Sabjee, or Shajee, of the Bhosk tribe, for among the 
Mahrettas are many distinct tribes ; hut the first who 
assumed the title of rujah, or king, was his son 
Sevajee: iiftcr on indefinite variety of fortune, and being 
led csipuve bv Aorungzebe, he escaped from the hands 
of that powerful emperor, and by the wooderful 
exertions of his own genius, seconded by his hardy 
countrymen, established the foundation of his power, 
amidst the inaccessible tnottutains and fortresses of the 
Deccan, and extended his predatory cxeursious to the 
rich provinces of Guzerat and Carnatic. In the fortieth 
year of bis age he assumed the title and bonours «f 
rajah, and ascended the regal throne in the fort of 
Hairee, A D. 1673. From that time Sevajee wageii such 
an incessant war against the hXoguls, that Auruiigzcbe, 
although, next to Aclx:r, the most warlike and vigorous 
of their emperoiB, was haflled and distracted by the 
innnmerahle and indefatigable invaders, who, like the 
barbarians on the Roman empire, poured down from 
their mountains, and devastated his fairest provinces, 
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Scvsyff's career clDsed with his life id 1680, leaving 
two sons, SiiaibiijcR ami Ruj'a-Ram; tbe former suc¬ 
ceeded his father oo the throne, and thereMrith to 
hostilities with the Moguls. To his brother he gave 
the fort and prineipfllity of Patiellu; and bis snveessors 
retain it to this day. His own destiny was less for¬ 
tunate j for having been made a prisoner by Anmng- 
zebc, through the treaebery of Cablls Cuun, -wbotii be 
esteemed as bis most eonhdential friend, be was brought 
into the imperial presence, mid on refusing to npos- 
tutize, the bigotted despot eondemned him to a cruel 
death; so cruel and eo strikingly ileseriptivc of An- 
mngzcbe'a charai-ter, that I shuU transcribe ibe tragic 
acetic from Orrue's ilistorical Fn^icnts. 

“.^ambajec appeared before Anrungaebe with nn- 
danoted brow; who reproached Cublis Cauii, not with 
his treachery, hut the encouragement wfaieb his pros>- 
titnted ministry had given to vices which at length 
had led his sovereign to ruin, and ordered him to 
instant death. To Samlrajee he proffered life and rank 
in his lerviee, if he would turn !Muhoniedan ; who an¬ 
swered by an invective against llic prophet, and llie 
bind of his own gods. On which be w'as dressed in ibc 
fantastic ornaments of those wandering Indian devotees, 
who beg in villages with a rattle and a cap W'iifi bells. 
In tbU garb he was tied, looking backwards, upon a 
camel, and led tbrongh the camp, calling upon all 
the Rajepoots be saw to kill him; but none dured. 
After the procession, his tongue was A-'ut out, as the 
penalty of hliispheming Mahomet. In this forlorn 
condition, Aumngzcbe, by a message, again offered to 
preserve bis life, if he would Ijc converted; wbeo he 
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wrote, “ Not if you would give nir your daughter iu 
Diornuge OR which his exceution was ordcretJ, and 
perfoniied, liy cutting out his heart; after which 
his linihs and body w'orc separated, and altogether were 
throws to (logs prepared to devour tljeiii. 

For haring thus einerged from ohscurity, and the 
rustic habits of pastoral and agricldtural society, to the 
dojoinion of vast aud opulent regions, the MaUruttUf 
arc indebted to the two preceding heroes; from them 
tile nation assumed a niilitary charucterj^irifling Ihcm- 
selvea more on their proficiency in anus than in 
letters; leaving the revenue department and jiionagc- 
ment of the cxchecpier to the Brahmins, who have 
since liccome so pow'crfhl in the empire. Although 
descended from a rural racc^ a spirit of enter* 
priKc, plunder, and usurpation, is now the prevailing 
rharactcristic of this restless nation, ever ready to 
engine in a desultory kind of warfare, which they con¬ 
duct with great case and profit to themselves, to the 
dreadful annoyance of their neighbours. This enier- 
prising spirit kerjof them in almost perpetual actions, 
either with foreign enemies, domestic rivals, or in 
military expeditions to collect their choatc in different 
and distinct parts of Hindtistan, 

The Mahratta army made a rapid inertwse under 
the unfortunate Sarabajc*; the number of their cavalry 
and infantry, either at that period or the present day, 
cannot Im exactly ascertained; in the middle of the 
eighteenth centi^' their united forces amounted to at 
least two hundred thousand horse, and fifty thousand 
foot, which they can at any time increase considemhly 
without the least coercion: that indeed forms no part 
of their sptem: voluntary levies supply ample re¬ 
volt. I. ti 
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emits to nil army where do rigour of disciplioe or aub- 
owUoation obatmets the gcncrnl taste for war md 
predatory exciiTsiona. 

Rnjee Ram succeeded to ttiegovcrjmicnt on the death 
of his brotbt-r Sanibajee, and the captivity of his 
uephew Suojee, who bud been made ,'f prisoner with 
his fattier. He mainlniDed his situation through a 
variety of fortune, against the power of Anrutigaebe* 
until the year 1707, when death carried off the Mogul 
and Mahratti^sovereigns within a very short period of 
each other. On this event Tarrahh^tr, the widow of 
Raje4 Bam, assumed the reins of the Muhratta gO’ 
verm cut, although she had a sou by her hualiaiid then 
living, called Sevajee Huja; andllajee Ram left another 
son, named Sambajec Raja, by HaJtijtbhjfe, to whom 
nUo be was married. 

On the death of Aurungnebc, dreadful was the contest 
forsQcceasiou to the ilogiil empire between his two sons, 
SuUan Aaiiiin and Sultan Moaxiui, called alao jAsetu 
Shah and MahomiuedMniixim: the victor, treading in 
the footsteps of his cruel father, wore a crown of thorns, 
and deluged the muSnud with fraternal blood, his three 
fhort-lived successors were dethroned and murdered by 
the SeVPS, AhduJIsj and Hossan, wLo at length in 1729 
established Muhommed Sbah on the vacant tbrone, 
which he occupied until the irruption of Nadir Shah 
in I7ii8, when Delhi was plundered of all its money 
and jewels, the accnciulated wealth of ugef. The 
savage cmcltiea of Mahmood, Timur, and the northern 
contjiicrors were renewed, and agsin u hundred thou¬ 
sand of (he wretched inhabitants were tortured and 
tnnss.vcred to discover tlicir hoardcil trea.surcH: the 
plunder amounted to seventy millions aterltug, iuiJud- 
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ing; tlie peacock-rtiront’-, wliicli fosft Aamnj^cbc'j^ 
fiithcr cIuvcD luilliiiiis. AftiT tlicsc diivastutiojia, 
A'tiiLomiJJi'fl ^Iiah wus rcIoatEited by bis ciotlqucror on 
a throne less spleudidj otid to the gdrctnuicJit of «ti 
cjupfrc then shook to itsi foundation. From r?uit 
period, to the cotlclusioD of » century trhich Anrung- 
ache oornmcDrcd in the uieridian of power, wealth, 
tuid dignity seldom equalled, this iiimieiise ihbric fell 
to ruin, imtil in 1788 Gholatiiii IGiudir, a Rohilla 
t'liier, for the lust time plundered Deliii, with a 
cruelty surpiissfug even the atroeitira of Timur ntMl 
Nudir Shah. After robbing tbe palace of every 
valuable left by the latter fifty years before, Glielautu 
Kuudir concluded the tragedy by phteking out the 
eyes of the aged emperor, and cousiguing him to 
poverty and wretchedness.. This niunstcr of liurliurity 
surp;ui3ed the tyrant whose portrait, drawn ity hiuiseU^ 
lias Ix'eti thus tnuisuiitted by Oriiie, A dervise had 
the boldness to present a writing to the Fersiati coti- 
fjuerqr, conceived In these words : “ If thou art a god, 
act as a god 5 if thou arf a propli^t, conduct ns in the 
way of salvation j If thou art a king, render the pcopb 
lia[>py, nnd do not destroy them T To this the i^rhu- 
rian replied, " I am no goil, to act as a god; nor n 
prophet, to shew the way of salvation { nor a king, to 
render the people happy; but 1 am he whom Goi» 
sends to the nations which he has determiaed to visit 
with his wrath!" 

During the rivalsLip between Aurungzebes sons, 
which eventually ruined the Mogul empire, 

Aadm liberated Saojec, the captive son of the Mah* 
ralta sovereign Sambojee, murdered by his father, and 
sent Lioi into llic Deccan to recover his putrimonv. 
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On bis arrival, Tnmbbye, pretending be u-m an im^ 
poster, disallowed his claims and rejected bia luJmis- 
sion ; in this eroergeney, Saojee, being joined by 
aevetid powerfifl Mabratta chieftains, and espciiiliy hy 
Pursojee Bbdaltij from wliom arc descended the Nag- 
pore rnjnlis, overcame all opposition, and triumph 
antly ascended the throne in Sattara. Tarrabhye, with 
her son and adbcretits, retired into the stronghold of 
Pannelia. 

Saojee, who was from this jicriwl called the Sami- 
rajah, proceeded with energy it> re-establish the de¬ 
ranged system of the Mabratta gcm-mmcnt. The first 
and most important measure he adopted was the 
constituting the ereat council of the empiTe. In the 
course of these official arrangciiieftts, Hnllajee W issa- 
rath became a prominent character; he was a Brahmin 
of the Conean, and bad previously served Dunnajeo 
Jflddoo, the Scyna-Puttee, or generalissimo; bat 
attracting the rajah’s notice, he was first employed as 
seyna-kortee, or deputy of hh old master, from which 
he was advanced to the dignity oipeshtm, or acting 
general of the forces, and subser|«ently exalted to a 
place among the eight grand counsellors, with the 
title of puttifit pttrdhfffij or purdhaii pud. This is the 
foundation of that vicarial power which, under the 
well-known title of pexfnea, or leader, has superseded 
the aettud power and splendour of the Mabratta 
rajahs, who indeed continue to exist, witli a certain 
degree of regal state, in the fortress of Sattara, hut 
under such restraint as the reigning peshwa may think 
proper to impose, the title and fonns of supremacy 
being still ascribed to the existing rajah, from whom 
the peshwa professes to derive his intign of authority ; 
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whidli c-onsisia of n klu^lkt, or investiture^ u 

and a aeal^ ’witli an itiacription describing the pcshwa 

iug pafHOiouDt to the lov'crcign. 

Under this dispensation (ably administered hy Bal- 
lajcE Wi|saiiath and hia two ini mediate successoni* 
uEDidst the confusion that followed the death of 
Aurungzehe, aud from which tlnyMogul empire was 
never more entirely extricated) the Mnhrattas utterly 
snbTcrteJ and levelled with the dust the vast and 
mighty fabric of Mogul powetj aud are themselves 
Itcginning to experience the iiscendancy of th® British 
dominion over those Internal w^iaknesaes and vices 
which have been produced hy civil di^tiord out of their 
natioDal prosperity. May Heaven lon^ avert the same 
evils from the British 1 

On the death of Balhijce Wissanath, in 1723. after 
a scries of important services to the statet his cldeaC 
son Badjerow was ap|iointcd by Sao Rajah to succeed 
him ai peshwa; and hia youngest eon^ Chimnajee 
Appii, was made duan, or principal minister. During 
the iidminifitration of Badjerow, the important island 
' and fortress of Bassein, vrilh several other subordimitc 
Stations, w'crc conquered by the Mabraltas from the 
P-ortngneae^ about the same time that the hlogul 
armies were defeatedt and Delhi taken hy Natlir Shah* 
'^The consccjueiit weakness of these dlsMtera greatly 
assisted the Mafarattas in their expediuons towanU 
the northern provinces ; Ln which, under the auspices 
of Badjerow, the tribes of Siudia and Holkar became 
consplcuouBi and Alalhar Row Holkar and Rancojee 
Sindiii were etitrusted by him wath large cominjmds* 
The overwhelming ]}OWcr of die Mahrattaa;, whose 
trlbiitary exactions wdre noWi under vanoui denonu- 
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mticrtis, silninsttinivrrsally established, would probably 
have soon anniUilatt-d the tirifililmurinp Mogul power 
ill tbr- Dccean.had not the resistafice to Jl Iwen directed 
hv the greiU talents of the nabob Ni*ain al Donla, 
father of tlie present Nizam al Mulk; tlic,dirat o 

Biidjerow is attribnted to his dejection after a ddeat 

which he sustained from Nassir Jung, the nabobs son, 
tu tlie neJchbourhootl of Aurangabad, 

On Budjerow’s death, in 1743, his eldest son, Bal- 
bjee Row. more generally known hy the iwellaiioo 
of the Nanna, or Naima Sujli, sneee^etl Jam as 

oitsliwa; h« second iOn w'as called mdeicrtminately 
Riiponath Row, Ragohab, and l)addo Saib^ names 
whicli I shall rierraftet explain. Ball djec Row was 
invested bv Sad mjah at Satamt, with the digniUra (if 
neshwaatidpimlnn pud : he made his constant abode at 
Pootiah, an open town in the latitude of 18" 30 
and "S'* 55' cast longitude, situated at the connnx of 
the rivers Mfiota and Moolah, wbieb, for the eonve- 
Bienec of assembling and snbsisting the large armies 
of the Mabralla eavulrj', bad become the favourite 
residents of the peshwas, and has since grown into t le 
capital of the Mahratta empire. 

Under the ndininist ration of Bullajec How, toe 
Mahnitms established n tribute on the eastern pro- 
Yinces of Bengal: great coiifnsion took place in the 
Dteciin on the death of Nizam al Doula: the snbsc- 
qiient assassination of Ida eldest Son, Gbazd ul Deeu. 
and his second son, Massir Jiing, previous to t^c 
settlement of the Mogul viccroyalty of the Deccan in 
the person of the third son, ihillnbat Jung, who after¬ 
wards made way for his brother, the present Nizam id 
Mulk. Under this peshwa tfie Msihrattas became 
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well acquainted nvitli llie opcraliODS of Eumpean re. 
goJar troops, the Frencli Iiiiving been introduced by tbf 
competitors for tb(* succe&aion gf Nj^ani al Doula, 
and the Mabrattas luiving entertained aoine corps 
under native and European partizans, to facilitate their 
operations against forlified plmes i in Ills time, also, 
the great uieiiilicrs of the Mahtuttu aristoCrucy, the 
BhosJii family in Nagpore, under Kagojee, and the 
Cugkwnr in Guzernt, under l>aiiiojcc, having assumed 
too much itideiicndenccj were rcducctl to subjection { 
and, although he liait lost the able assistance of his 
uncle, Chiinniijee Appa, tlm siireess of his arms and 
councils was great and iiiiintcmiptcd» He enjoyed 
tlie unrivalled tiivoiir and confidence of his aovet^ign, 
Rajah; who, with little personal exertion or intcr- 
positioti- in the government, devoted himsElf to the 
pleasures of the field and donicstic ctmviviality; and 
hiiving heeii happily conclurted, by the fidelity and 
abilities of wise and active tiiinisters, tbrougli a long 
and prosperous reign, dosed it liy a natural and 
tranquil death, irt his palace at fcaiarra, about the jcar 
174Jh 

Ssio Rajah leadng no issue. Rajah Biim, his grand¬ 
nephew, and graadann of the preceding prince of the 
same name, w'as placed by the pesbwH Ballajce-Bow on 
the vacant tlirone, the latter assuming to himself the 
ulisolutc government of the state, with the assistance 
of his brother Rjigobah, and Sndoliah, the son of his 
deceased nncle, Chimnajeo Appa, to whom were occa* 
aionally associated his sons, Wiswas Row and iDiada, 
Row; by whose exertions the Mohrattas made great 
prottres.4 against the Moguls in the north of Hmdostan, 
and in the Deccan, The splendid administration of 
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tLU peshwa was at Icupth dcAidt-d by ihc most decmvi. 
and bloody defciit of the Jlidiratta army by the^glmns 
oiider Ahmed Sbih AbikUec, in tfie ncigbboiuhoiHl ot 
Pannipnt. The Mahrattas were commanded by fcutlo- 
bah, Row, Shumsheen Bhadur, a natnraUoo 

of the pesbwu, and maJiy of tlic ^eat feudatory ctuef- 
tains. To those three principal leadcre, who were lost 
in thistrcniendoits lKittle,afe to l>e added several others 
of the highest rank and fume in the empire; m fae^ 
two only are said to have escaped, Mallwr How, cht*it 
of the Holkiir, and Damojeo, of^bc Guykwar faniiljea. 
No estimate has ever been Teutured of the general 
sluughier, nor of the whole plunder of this signal over- 
ihrow! it M ecnaln that twenty-five thoiwand prisoners, 
fifty thousand horses, four Imiidred elcphanta, two hun^ 
drcil thousand baggagc-oxcii, several thousand camels, 
all the ordiiancc, and the whole ciiin]i, stored with the 
vast riches attendant on an ussenibJage of such great 
chieftains fell into the bands of the victors. 

It is worthy of notice, that the Aliihrattas had a Urp 
bmly of regular infantry, and a tiumeroua train of urtil- 
Icry, at the battle of Pminipitt, under the command of 
Ihnihiui Ivhiin, who had heen cdtieated by Monsieur 
Bussvt he was made prisoner, and put to death by 


A]ieoerl Shflb's order* 

Caliajee Row, acrompunied hy jannojee Bhophi, was 
onhia inaiTh from tlic Deccan to succour Sudohab and 
his sons, when he rit'civpil intelligence of tliis disaster, 
which so deeply affected him, that, giring orders fot a 
jctrcat, he sickened and died in about a month,^ in 
1760, having two surviving sons, Mliada How and Nar- 
raiorow. Tlie former, accompanied hy his uncle HagO- 
bah, waited on the Sab rajah at Suttara, who with every 
mark of favour conferred on Mhadu Row the digttity of 
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piirdliaB pud, vitb die other hDHOura ami dia- 
tincdoTiH of hh fimiitv. 

admmiatTfitidfl of Mliada Koift' wasclietiQercd hy 
domestic and foreign viriasitndea j the former urising 
from jealousies ^’budi led to hoytilittes between hiin 
and hia nude Ragohali^ who was hnidlj' subdued and 
iriiprisoned ; aud by the seccastoir of Jaunojet* Bhoala 
and Gopal Row, wlio leagued wiih Niiam Ally Khan 
after deposing his brother Sallabut Juagi and assnnt- 
ing the govTmrnent of the Mogul part of the Deccan, 
This unnattiral coalitiou caused n teiuporary ascend¬ 
ency of the Nizamis amis* which foUowid by the 
capture and pillage of Puonah ; hut the speedy return 
of the seceding chteftaiiis fc-cstablished the predorai- 
naiiec of the Mahrattas^ and euableS Mbada How to 
direct it w'ith efled against Flyder Ally, vrho had be- 
come fonnidalilc in the southern countries of upper 
Carnatic and Mysore, as also to thr^lcti Mahomed 
Ally Khan in the l»wer Cnraatic* The northern ex¬ 
peditions of this pcsbwa WTre chiefly conducted by 
Vissiijec Krisbnn, in comiiiimd of the peshwa s troops, 
and by the northern feudatories, Tookajec llolkar and 
MLadaJee !?india,at the head of their r<ispeeti\ e quotas, 
which gftv-e theiu a decided influence over the Mogul 
offuirs in that quarter, 

Mhadii Row^ having administcretl the government, and 
supported it Tigoroualy against domestic feuds and 
foreign foes, during a period of twelve years, died in 
1772, much lamented by hia coiintry, without issnci nt 
the age of twenty-sis, and with him expired the pros- 
^Tity of the Malirattiis- 

™ Aware of his approsicUing dissolution, Mbada Row 
sent for his brother Narrain Row^ and fcnowitig the 
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weakness of his unrtmmndiiig, iind general ineapacity 
for government, adviswl him, ^ hen mv«ted the 
dleniiy of pesbwa by the Sa6 Rajah, to follow u Afferent 
nlL from that whirh he had adopted, particularly re- 
spectimr their uncle lUgobah : cautioning litrn tether 
to imitirn- the example of their father, by placing con- 
fidence in him, and making him of consefinonce m the 
administration. He fnrther counselled him to culti¬ 
vate the friendship of the old inmisters, and attached 
adherents to their family, from whom alone he could 

derive assistance, should Ragohah a ambition create any 


future disturhsiuce, 

MhaduRow wus endowed with udcommon talents, 
and posseted it mind unfettered by the rcstramts and 
snperstitious tenets of the Hindoos ; after parting 
with Natmin Row, he had a Inst intcn.’iew with his 
wife, a woman of beauty and iirtuc; her personal 
charms and engaging manners hnd l>rgQiletl the cares 
of government, and cheered his fttlred honra m the 
haraiu: his actions now testtfieil the sincerity of his 
aficction. To preserve her dignity, and to free her 
from that degraded state to which (he Hindoo widow’s 
of every rank arc stibjccttfd, he settled on her u large 
jaghire, or annual income, with the snpremo control 
over a rich and populoos country ; to this be added a 
considerable sum of tuoncy, and a profusion of jewels. 
Deprived of such a husband, to her this inunihccnce 
was of no importance ; nothing aft’orded her consola¬ 
tion but the resolution she*immediately adopted, to 
inmfolate herself on his fnnend pile. 

One of the causes usually assigned for this extraor¬ 
dinary sacrifice, could have had no influence on Mha- 
da Row’s widow, that of being reduced to a slate of 
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depcndancc: aud cotnparative inBtgniiirfUR'O in Iior Iit«- 
hand'a fiimily: thb yomig pnncfss wo* left lier own 
moiLresiir and cnabltS to vie in wndtb and dignity wit b 
the first nobles in the n-alm; hiit, csnlted iibove all 
sublunarv hononrs, she resolved to udd her i»iuiie to 

■I 

those illnstriods fetmiles who had aecompanied thej^ 
husbands to the upper world. After bcfjueathing her 
p^op^rty, and dividing her jewels nmotig her frit^nds, 
she followed Mhadn Row's corpse to the spot prepared 
for its cremation, and having perfortned the prAerihed 
“cereinoniea, ascended the awful eminence with admira¬ 
ble dignity and fonitnde, and with her ova hand set 
fire to the siuidal-pilc, which the Brahmilts led with 
dart heel butter and aromatic oils. 

WTien fsarnun How siieeccdefl lus lirotlier as peshwu 
in Noveiiiber, 1 772 , he was only twenty years of age ; 
u weak indolent princ*?, clestifntc of all talent and reso¬ 
lution ; placing tio confidcoce in hta ministers, und 
breukiug the most solcuin promises: the enfeebling 
pleasures of the baram had early sedilted him from 
the pitii of glory: a slrnnger to every noble virtue, 
and a slave to sensuality, he lavbbed immense sums 
uu dancing girl*, fire works, and Biniilar pursuits, 
secining to lit plaecd*in a sphere of life he was uo- 
w'Orthv to possess, and inrapahle of sustaining. 

Ju oonserjitenee of Narnno Rows last interview with 
his hrolher, Ragobali obtiiiniMl his liberty immediately 
niter hia dL'ccasc; but, far from treating his uncle with 
tile confidence desired, or endeavonring to giiin the 
affection of the Mahrattn chieftaios, Niirruin Row 
carried himself so haughtily in the dnrhor, tliar he 
entirely lost the esteem of the old fricndii of his family; 
and, disniissing them from his council, he raised a scl 
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oflow dissipntrd ctamctera to 

snlcudid situatitins. He he\tiiY&l ‘«0J*c duplic y 
to Ragobflli tliiin the courtiers he disljanJed: to dwmc 
,,oa;hirn .ind the Sad Kajah, be 

.ccoinp^y hi^o to Satarra, oo his first p ildic M.it. 

XAe^ to he iavested vbh the i«..^nia of 

nesUwaj protuleing be should buve t ® ^ , 

if nHib.or vizier, conferred □□ f.-J? ^ 
sinprisoned Boven'iipi, which was accoi itig. P ^ 

rorL*hy the SadUajuli, tl.e 

On their return to Poonah, Narriun Row, far 

^nfimi««Ra,:obab in bis new appomtnient deprived 
him ut tte UlUe power he was helorc intruBted with . 
and rdihongh not immediately remanded to prison, 
he ^is suttonnded hj spies, and ordered not to move 

from ihe 

Namiin Bow's duplicity and ill treatment at Icn^ 
occasioned Bagobah to concert-measures with ^ _ 

Ally’s ambassador to effect his ese-a^. which -hemg 
knotrn by the yonng pesbwa, he confined him in bis 
nalace snfferine no friend to visit him, nor ® ’* 

Naimin Row could proceed no further, there being 
then no instance of one of tbSt saered order tating 

awav the life of another. ^ 

liarinc thus once more Imprisoned his uncle, 
Narrain Row gave himself uti to every cril propensity: 
sensuid pleasures, useless pomp, and im 
display of wealth, constituted his chief ilehght. 
few months ho thus ar[naiidered the immense tre^urcs 
amassed by hls predecessors for the emer^nctca o 
the state. This weakness of character, and insolent 
behaviour to his mini atm, became every day more 
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Oisgustrlig, (md the heiirts of the people were etlfiretjf 
aJieniiteil. At length, ronsclous of defects which he 
wtt* too weak ond irresolute to amend, and dreading 
a revolution in favour of Ragohah, he confined liitu 
with yet more rigorous severity. 

Whether from wearinCKrt of life, or to intimidate Ids 
nephew, Ragobnh now entered into a solemn vow to 
starve himself, when, his death being attributed to 
Narrain How's fruelty, the nation would stigmatize 
him as the murderer; thus resolved, he put his vow 
into esenition, and, for the space of eighteen day?, 
took no other sustenance than two ounces of dfcr h milk 
each dav, until, winm he was nearly eshaustijd, Narrnin 
Row relented, and promised, if he wouM procure 
brahmin teal aljsoluiitm from hU vow, he should have 
the government of a district with five eiuitles, and a 
jaghire of twelve lacs of rnpees per annum, provided 
some of the great ebieftaina woolct hecome surety for 
his ftiture eondtict; to which they readily Msentedt 
but, unmindfuL of his solemn proteatatioua, the prince, 
actuated by snspjeion and jeaiouBv, ngaln treated his 
uncle with unrelenting rigour. 

Such was the state of afiaira in the month of Au|nist 
1773 , when, to the astouishment of all the powti* in 
India, Narrain Row was as-sasainated in his palace. 
The accounts of this catastrophe are rerionsly related. 
The peshwa family and a large part of the natiun 
accused Rogobab of the murder ; some of the M ohnitta 
chiefs, and numennw parti zana, osserted bis innocence. 
When we consider his ambitious chatueter and his 
peculiar sitoationat the time, it U difficult to escuJpate 
him. W'hen the murder was committed, Eugoboh was 
confined in a small room near Narrain Row’* private 
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apartment, Sobul Sing, wbo fomiuantkd tlif piiiliwu-M 
bcHly-giinrtI, 1 1 till also the immediate cliarge of llngolndi» 
person, which affottied them frciimtiit opportanitiea 
for private coQVersatioii, He Is suppoHcd, by Ltrgc 
promises, to have been provailed upon, with iinotlier 
officer, jiiuned Eaoof Khan, to pcrpctnitc the horrid 
deed. 

SciKing the opportuuily when Narraiii Row mid 
retired from lUe public dtirliur, Sobal Sing entered 
officially, as if to reedye orders, but insCcRci of the 
respect due to tiis prinA;, Numdu Row wan aunirized 
by his abusive and iiwoleiit behaviour: when begiu- 
ning to iiitpostuliite, on a signal from Sobul Sing, 
Esoof Khun, and several armed men, entered the 
room. Tlie niihiippy prince dreading his approaelviiig 
fate, fled through a private door to his uncle s prison:, 
where, throwing himself at his feet, he claimed his 
forgiveness and jirotcction. Bagobah, whether igno- 
nmt, or pretending ignorance of the plot, opened his 
arms and embraced his nephew; the assassins, in a 
wcU-ft’igned rage, onlcrcd RagobaLjo withdraw, or 
share his fate ; he Instantly obeyed, and Narrain Row 
was stabbed to the heart, after a short reign of eight 
months. 

These commotions in the palace alarmed the city; 
but, as the gates were shut, they remained for some time 
ignonuit of the murder, and only aumiiscd that some 
mischief was transacting, the majority naiunilly con¬ 
cluding that Ragohah's sufferinga were terminated. 
The ministers now assimibled, sent two letters to the 
durUir, one addressed to the peshwa, the otlier to ^ 
Ragohuh, in which they mentioned the general abirm, 
and the suspicion of some dork transaction ; assuring 
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tlic mjiircd prince stiouUI meet with every redrests 
m their power^ and requesting rhe gafe*^ niTgbt be 
opcnciL On reading the letter^ RagobaU Jmniediatcly 
ordered the mmiiitcrs to be ndmittedy and £tunding 
near the body* solemnly deckred his ionocenee^ impre- 
caitng divtue vengeance on the perpetrators of the 
horrid deed. Few believed his protestationsi, and all 
retired wth horror from bis presence, the Hindoo 
sinnale liaving never before recorded the murder of a 
BrahmLa; and die dagger directed by n near refa- 
tioELof the same sacred caste, dreadfully increased its 
atrocJtv. 

s 

On the access ion of a sovereign to the throne, it has 
often been tlic cruel policy of Asiatic despots to 
destroy every niule relation capable of creating an 
insniTcctlon, especially in the Moguls Turkish^ and 
Persian coiLrL>3. The history of the bouse of Tim nr is 
filled with tales of woe: there seemed no alternative 
betweeri^hss uimnud and a grave; it was only to he 
ascended througb a deluge of blood: no predilection 
for private pursuKs, nor choice of religions rLiiremciitt 
could screen the royal princes from suspicion* The 
fate of Atirungzcbe^s brothers and tboLr deecendatttSp 
is aliJUDSt too tragical for recital: but tlie murder of 
NarniLn Row bad been committed on a Hindoo prince 
of the eucred Cnastc of llrahnuns, every where most 
highly venerated. 

It appears estniordinarvv as Ragoboh was so gene¬ 
rally considered to be tlie author of his nephew s assas¬ 
sination, that he should have been quietly permitted to 
BUcccetl him: it is difficult to determine whetlier it was 
occasioned by the gimeriit disaffection to the deceased 
pesLwa, or that the leading mco then thoughE the revo- 
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luttoQ nwessaiy ^ it u certain, Riigobuh asrauiccl tLe 
govcmoicnt in’coittse, and for some mouths ruled the 
tmpire with all the power of his predecessor, and 
remained undi«tiifT>ccl at Poonoli. Still there wm- 
maiiv obstacles to sormoiiiit: had he preserved live 
liRiv^iT, aedvity, and generosity, which Imd formerly 
distin^shed him. be might have triurapUed over aU; 
but his conduct was unaccountably the reverse: he 
Jjccaine timid. Indolent, and auspicious; his under¬ 
standing seemed clouded by superstition, and his mind 
weakened, either by tlie seventies he had latelyjuf- 
fered, or tlic distnirtioiiai of ii wounded conetiKnee. 

The first act of his govemmeut was to reward Sobal 
Sing and Esoof Khun, who were univcrsaliy iletesied, 
thereby attaching to himself the foul stignva of this 
murder. The general discontent and sullen silence 
that pervaded the capital, soon spread tlirougU the 
empire; there seemed only waoting an eui^tising 
spirit to stand forth and cdect a revolution, mis calm 
bad not l>een of long duration, when two formidable 
enemies appeared in the highest fcfliak characters of 
the empire; the loother and the widow of Narrain 
How, the decesised peshwa. 

The name of the former was Gopicubhye, the widow 
of Ballajcc Row, and mother of Alhadn Row and 
rain Row; u woman who, during her husbands life, 
had great tufiuence in the Malirattu court; at that time 
her character was not very correct, and alterwards she 
Ijccame etctremely dissolute. Instead of immolating 
herstdf on the funeral pyre of her Imsband, she pre¬ 
ferred a longer abode among the sons of men, to indulge 
in the most licentious conduct: false, malimous* and 
tyrannical, her state intrigues were marked by cruelty 
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itnd oppression, hihI, insteiicl of h decent retirement 
und ebuste deportment, her widowhood wiis devoted to 
flhiimeless levity. Tliis woman Wiis einpliaticalJy styled 
the scoi]t]gc of her country: to iin undue inUncncc over 
her husband nnd her sons, the three siicrecditig 
]}ealiwas, were imputed all the troubles which had for 
so many years disturbed the court of Poonah, especJally 
in the distrust and iujprisonrnent of Ra^bah. Being 
now deprived of her only surviving son by means of 
the til an she so umcb detested, sbe gave loose to the 
whole fiity of her revengfi, 

Actuated by scntlruents equally inimical to the new 
peshwa, Gungttbhye, the youthful widow of Narrain 
Row, came forth to puhlic view : being declared preg¬ 
nant, she Wits cRenipt by the iS'nf^ee-litw, had she hern 
so iovUned, of Ijccoming, like the wife of Malidit 
Row, a devoted victim to the manes of her murdered 
husband. The promtilgation of this interesting etr- 
cnmstnner fixed the attention of the whole nation In 
the most anxious state of expectancy, and nttnictcd 
around the young widow all those, who, from attach¬ 
ment to her husband, or enmity to her murderer, wrre 
eager to excite, or ready to execute her rcvi'iigc. 
Under these cireumstances, und sanctioned by the two 
widowed princesses, a conspinicy was forrutd; in due 
time the posthumous prince appeared, and religion 
ceremonies, thanksgivings, nnd njoicings, generally 
prevailed throughout the empire. 

Dtiring that period R^igobnh went twice to Sat arm h, 
to be invested with the khcluut, ns pcshw'a; Imt the 
rajah, at the instigation of the ministers, procnis- 
ttnated the ceremony; at first alleging that dcceney 
retpiircd him to w'ait until the expiration of the monm- 
voi,. I, X 
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itig for Lib ufrphcw, 11 was afterwards defuireU until 
tUc birth of the expected child. 

On the Bccond disappomtincnt Ragobah toarchtd 
with a large army ^iosl the tiizam, at the time a 
secret rebellion was pertading his own capital. Pre¬ 
vious to his departure, he removed most of the old 
ministers from their sUtcknu^ and replaced them by 
others of wore obactir^, character. Tliesc discarded 
officers, who were men of the first families and in- 
finence in the state, justly incensed at such conduct, no 
longer conct^led their design j but immediately on 
Ragohah*s departimv twcljc of the principal ebieftaina 
formed tbeni.'iLlTOs into a legiblaiiTc body, levied a eon- 
fliderahle army, and eomnunced bos til I tics against him. 

Tims this infatii^cd peshwa left the ilahratta capital, 
no wore to frtnrn. Among many extraordinary in¬ 
stances of weakness and folly, on marching against the 
niaatii, he carried with him only fifteen lat^ of rnpecs 
from the public treasury aVPoonab, leaving a nmeh 
larger sum of lyady money to he seissed by the con¬ 
federates, whit'h gave fheiii a decided advantage. 
Mliadajcc Silldia and Totajee Holcar, two of the great 
cliicftains of the empirtr, collect»*d the principal jaghi- 
rediirs, and itistaiitlv summoned the httsserat^ or house- 
bold troops. A full treasury enabled the confederate 
cbieft'<iQs to adil to this t'ulanbic corjjs a large body of 
com man ^fahratta horse, and ns many Patan, Scitidian, 
and Arabian infantry as they deemed necessary. 

Thns comniericcd the civil wars in the Mahmlta 
empire. Ragobah, on hearing of the prociMrdings at 
Pooiiab, too kte relintjuished foreign contpiest to sup¬ 
press rebellion at home. Both armies took the field; 
but, nothing decisive being effected, Ragobah sent an 
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nmliiissador to Bombay, to request tlic aasUtance of 
the English GoTemment in furnishing him with troops 
and a field train of artillery, to he paid by him, and for 
Vk'lueb he assigned a cmisideruble territory on tliO con- 
tmetit, and the Talimble acquisition of Snisette, wiili 
some suislliT islands contiguous to Bomtxiy. A treaty 
to this effect ■a'os coneltided%etween Ragoboh and the 
Bombay Government, on behalf of the English East 
India Cornpanv* and a consldemble detachment of 
European infantry and sepoys, and u large tmitv of 
artillery, were etiiharkcd from thcoco in March 1775, 
and sailed to Surat, in hopes of effecting a junction 
with Ragobah's forces in Gnzerdt i which, accordiug 
to the latest intelligetice, were then encamped on the 
Ironies of the river Myhi, not far from Camhay; llm 
army of the confederate chioftitius was irportcd to be 
on the opposite side of the Hver. 
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Amvnl of the EogliEh iroop* al Surat—1 is tumew with tin? Kiibdb 

of Numl—HagohaJi^fiZeiiatiB—Voyoge frmn Surat lo Carabuy^ 

GiHigwa—Goiiaingi» thsir pccuhar Cbaraoter—TidtJi in tliu 
Vju\f III' tanihay—Pulilltr ViEit of the ^'abob to Rogubulk— 
Ragobalt fettiovui frqm the Cily to a Sumioor Palaco^ Public 
Viiit of ihL* BritUh Comuiauder anJ hie SialT—Ceronfiotiy of 
pf»ents id t!ic RnBt—Erigbsh DetnchniCJit encampotl 
fli KarrAn«cH?rp near Cumbay—City of Cambay—^Moiituja— 
^lanufflclure—Pliinla—of Use Counlry—I'oir- 
FvclmnE^ Agates^ line] CambHy Wtonea—Cbaraeler of tlie Nabob* 
contrastocl witli lhat of RagobisJi—Narrow Policy and Crutlty ot 
OrlfintaT Courts—Etiquette and Ceremonjes—General KffecU of 
Opium—Divurnfu Oh nf tho Nabob und Nubl« ui Canibay^Lite- 
tnt Lirj-^Pti^aaarit Situation of the EngliiK Moad-quartera al 
NaTnuweer—Wild Bcoala and Reptile*—Nabob* tiardtini— 
Jlcat in the Eugliib Carop^Uofies and Rofle Water-^News of 
Kqgubnli^i Aroiy tnuiching tnward* Cambay—The Engluili 
Encampment at Narmaseer *truuk: the Betachment proceed 
tn Danlb, 

Wren the Eng]i»b ditarhnif?nt fmiii Bom- 

bay, »r<rc in exp^tation of forming a sjuicdy 
juiii'liou with Rugobiib'!) anny in Gozemt; but on our 
arrival at SuzHt, we found he had cxptrifuced a sad 
revenie of fortune; the confodentte gcncrala had en¬ 
gaged hiui 8 few weeka before on the {ihiins of jtVrras, 
tiear the banks of the Myhi^ and gainf^d a decisive 
victory. Ragobah's army was entirely dispersed, groat 
part of his urtilhTy, ekphatits, and cH(iip-e‘jni|>agc 
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tuk<m; wliilu Le himsdf wltli some of ]iis women, 
EiiifuT Row, iin udoptc'd son, ;intl a few conDdentinl 
friends, entrusted witli flome of liia jewels, fled pre¬ 
cipitately from the plains of Arras, on ckpliants mid 
cam els, escorted by a troop of cavalry, 

Ragobah brst baited at tlie gates of Cambay, in the 
hope tbat by means of Sir Charles Mnlet, the Com¬ 
pany’s resident at tliat durbar, be might be enabled to 
etnburk for Surat; but the Naboli, dreading t)ic ven¬ 
geance of the victorious army, refused to receive the 
fugitive priucc. The Resident immediately proenred 
guides to conduct bim to Bownagur, and sent vessels 
tbitber w^hicli conveyed him in safety to Surat. At 
partmit, Ragobali left with Sir diurlLS Malet all bis 
remaining treasure and Jewck ; among the latter were 
some valuable strings of peart, with diamonds and 
precious stones belonging to the peshwa family, 
KUiounting to six lacs of rupees i the whole value in 
nioney, hoods, and govcmuient accoriticH, was aaiil to 
exceed forty three bes, upwards of lialf u million 
sterling, Tliis deposit shows the confidelude placed by 
the unfortunate prince in an linglish individual, in 
preference to an indepeudeut oriental sovereign, aur- 
rtninded by bis army und fortiGcations. 

Tlic arrival of the Euglifib forces at Surat gave 
Ragobcih consequence t he cherUhed hope, and soon 
after otir landing hud his first interview with the 
Nabob, who visited bim at the house allotted for his 
residence, and from thence accompanied him in state 
to one of his suinmer-pnlaces, with the iisnal mag* 
iiiGccnce: to show Ragohnh tlie greater honour, his 
Ijody-guard consisted of a battiiUon of English sepoys. 
In the hall of atidicncc he wn* phicned on an elevated 
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tlirone covctc’d with cloth of goldj while the Naljolj 
and Ilia sons sat on the cii)f|)et. The Ntilmh on this 
occasion pfcscnted Bagohah with gold and silver coin 
MS a mark of respect j and afterwards with an de* 
phant, an Aniljian horse, and ti profusion of shawls 
and keeuicobst in token of friendship, 

We passed some time in snapense at Surat: at 
length liagob&h receiving intelligence that his genends 
in Guzernt had collected hia scattered forces at Cop- 
perwiUijc, rcsoived to proceed to Canihay "with the 
English detachment, and from thence endeavour to 
eBect n jnnetioti with hia tirniy. We embarked at 
Surat, and proceeded in boats down the Taptee; hut 
Ritgohah deeming it neccaaary to perfonu sonic re¬ 
ligious ceremonies at a Llitidoo temple near Domiis, 
a village not fttr from the entmticc of the river, lie 
landed there with hia family. Several of us followed 
his example, from a wiah to explore the country- No 
tents ware pitched, nor any accommodation providwl 
for the ladies nf hia zeniina, who were obliged to pass 
some time under the humble roof of the English 
serjeant posted at Domuji. There I first saw tliesc 
females, seven m niitnhcr, bc-iides their attendants: one 
of them was handsome, all richly drest, and covered 
with jewels $ they appeared distressed at their ait nation, 
and were much struck by the novelty of EuropenDs. 
While we gratified their curiosity, wc enjoyed no 
coniuion opportunity of indulging our ownj hnt a 
jealous cniiucli soon deprived us of this timtuul satis- 
faction, and bnrricd them to the temple, whither 
liagobah bud retired. 

'Ihc next mortiiiig some splendid tents were pitelicd 
for the reception of the chief and couneil ut Surat, who 
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came to pafa visit of ceremony to RngobuU at Dora 113 : 
on taking limvc the ebief prcsciUed hint, in the name 
of the English compEiny, with three Arabian horses, 
some bales of the finest scarlet hroiid-clotli, ami a 
vahiuhlo assortment of shnwls, kceriicobs, uttd raiislin. 
The English gentlemen aecoinpnnied Htigobah from 
the tent of audience to the water-side; where, pro- 
vioiw to his entering the boat, he stood for some time, 
without Ilia liirbuD, gazing stedfiistly at the sun ; ha 
then prostmted Ijimscif on the ground, and contitmed 
a few mimitea in silent prayer. 

On reaching Surat bar the weather was hoisterons, 
and we encoantcred so rongh a sea that it was im¬ 
possible to reach our respective vessels. While at¬ 
tempting to gain the yacht appropriated to the colonel 
imd bis "stuff, wc were obliged to tube rtifugc in the 
vessel destined for Ragobnii and his family, wbere we 
bad another opportunity of seeing bis concubines and 
female attendants, in a state of terror and distress to 
which the Hindoo women are seldom accustomed. c 
lamented the pride, vanity, and want of feeling in the 
Asiatics thus exposing the tender sex to the fatigues 
and dangers of w'ar. 

Many rdigiomt Brahmins and strict professors 
iiiiiong the high castes of Hindoosj censored Hngohnh 
for undertaking a voyage by sea, in which they alleged 
he tiot only iTcviatcd from the established laws uiid 
customs of his tribe, hut tiiought he acted contrary 
to the divdne injunction. He might have pleaded that 
"necessity has no law,'' for lie ccrtaitily bud no other 
alternative. The religious Hindoos, like the ancient 
Mngi, and many of their followers among the moilem 
l^jirseeS] consider the sea ns a satTcd element. 
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The Greeks and Romans seem lUso to have a natural 
dread, if not an aversion to the sea, and a horror oi 
dying or of being shipwrecked on that fJementr and 
by tbiit means deprived of the fnnertd rites and tere- 
monks which they deemed essential. Ovid, miscrnhlc 
ns he was on his hanbhoicnt, seemed to prefer even 
death itself to the danger of a voyage by sea, luost 
prohahly from a fear of being consigned to the deep 
without the rites of burial. 

I* Uumitc nuiTrjigiani, ciots mi hi munui eriL'’ 

It Deutli woulO my «ou] from annioiii troubles cose, 

But tiiml fcac pci»l> s™**’ 

Tlie Voyage from Surat to Cambay was uninterest¬ 
ing. We anchored that evening with the ebb tide 
near Gongwa, a vllluge ciubosomed in mangO' iitid 
tamarind trees, surrotinded by com fields, pasturage, 
flocks of sheep, herds of cattle, and large ricks of 
wheat. 

This villnge belongs exclusively to the Gtwaings, or 
Senttsseea, a caste of religions Hindoo tucndicants, de¬ 
scribed in iinothiT place, who mfirch in large bodies 
ibrough the provinces of Hitidostiin, and levy heavy 
contributions: they arc sometimes Itired 0*1 auxiliaries, 
bring an athletic race, brave and hardy, scblnni encum¬ 
bered with drapery, and often entirely naked: these 
gymnoisophistB at Gongwa acknowledge u superior of 
their own tribe, and seem contented with their fertile 
distrirt, which they enjoy unraoleeted by piyin^ an 
annual trilrate to the Mahrattas, Some of ns landetl, 
and were hospitably entertained with milk, lintter, {tnd 
a variety of fruit. Unlike the generality of Hindoos, 
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iticae Gosnlngs do not bum tbdf dead, but bury them, 
and, wbiit is more extmordinory, often inhume tlicm 
Ixifore they expire. On this oceaaion, when a imiicnt 
is deeiiiL'd past recovery, bis friends dig a grave, and, 
placing him in a perpendicular posture, put an earthen 
pot over his head, fill the grave with mould, mid im¬ 
mediately erect a tomb of masonry over the devoted 
victim. A living wife is sometimea thus interred with 
her dcml husband. 

When the tide bad ebbed a few lionrs, wc were left 
aground; and before the flood tmide, the golf was 
perfectly dry for many leagues around os. The tides 
flow tlicre with amazing mpidity, and occasion fatal 
accidents; when the south-west monsoon Idows strong, 
ihey urc said to rush faster than the swiftest horse can 
galio|t, and somciimes rise to the height of forty feet. 
Tlie flood carried us on with wonderful velocity; but 
with fiiir wind, fine weather, ami skilful pilots, we were 
not appndiensive of dauger. The ijuicksands in the 
Cambay gulf are fretiuently alarming; constantly 
shifting hv the conflux of the tides, they render the 
navigation diflicult, and form large hanks tmtirtOy 
across, which prevent ships and vessels of heavy burden 
sailing higher than the .Ncrlmddu; the suihII craft, 
convoyed by light gallivats, proceed to Cambay. 

Our ajicborage, when tlic Hood rushed up the pdf, 
like the bore of the Ganges, resembled Alexanders 
fleet at the uioulU of the Indus; which probably cou- 
sislcd of the same kind of vessels, employed for a 
similar purpose, the embarkation of troops and wTirlike 
stores, on on expedition to tlio peaceful provmccs of 
Hindostan. /\rian mentions several Grecian vessels 
that were left dry on the sands by tlie ebb-tidc, being 
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overset Ijy tlic vdocity of tbe flood. Our fleet would 
Luve shared the mi me fate hud not Each vessel been 
supported by strong poUa. TMien the water retires, 
the mad and sands of the Cambay gulf swarm with 
millions of a small fish called a tmtec, in taste resemb¬ 
ling an eel, but not in form; it seldom exceeds four 
orlive mchca in length; and when washed from the 
slimy mud, in which it delights, the body appears 
beautifully spotted, and the Bnsvarieeated with shades 
of blue* 

We anchored on the 17th in Cambay road, about a 
mile and a half from the city, acigobah and his 
family iminediately landed, Jitid proceeded to the tents 
pitcUeil near the watcr^side for their accommodation. 
Tlic next morning I accoijipanied the com inn tiding 
officer and his staff on shore, to be present at the 
Nuhoh’s first visit to Rwgohah, who wiM now before 
hts gates in a different character from that of a fugi¬ 
tive. When the etiquette and ceremonials of this 
mtemew were arranged, the nabob left his durbar, and 
came in state to Ragolmh's tents, accompanied liy 
Sir Charles Malet and many Persian ndblemen. After 
the usual formalities, (he nabob offered him gold and 
silver coin, the acknowledgement from an inferior to 
bU superior; he then presented him with an clq>liant 
richly cnparisoiied, two Anihian horses, with a variety 
of kcemeobs, shawls, and muslin, Eiiirnt Row nnd 
the Etvglisli gentleraea received presents according to 
their respective rank. The eonveraation, os custom¬ 
ary on sneh visits, was ceremonious and polite; and 
on the part of the nabob piirticnlarly rcspectfnl, as if 
desirous of obliterating the unfavorable impression of 
hia conduct when Riigobah, flying from a conquering 
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arniyt wui» den it'd protect iou in liia capitnl, and the 
uiouini ot' (.-nihiirkatioii from it, Ragobah s hehaviour 
to the nabob HUtScienily indicated that he bud not for- 
j'ouen Ilia ireatniciit •, capeciidly wheo addreasi^ Sir 
Charles, be said aloud in full durbar, “ You are indeed 
my friend! you did far more for me than my father 
Badjerow: be gave me life; yon siived tliut Ufc, find 
wiiL it, preserved ray honourt" Having made tins 
speech, llagobah preaetitcd each guest with a leaf of 
apices and betel nut, and sprinkling us with rose- 
water, coaclucleti tbc visit. 

At this interview Riigobali was in u stiort 

muslin vest, ricli dmwerB, anil a profusion of jeWi-U i 
the nabob wore a I'i^in nrnalin robe, and smaU wbite 
turban, adumed only with a frifsb-gathcred rose. State 
elephants, led horses, aud all kind of rUiatic poinp 
laid been prepared for Ragoball s procession frora t c 
tents to a house provided for him in the cil>j ^liitber 
the nabob, ibe coramandcr-in-ehief, and the principal 
English gentlcraen, then attended him. The beat and 
dust during tbc cavtdeade were almost insupportable, 
and the crowd of spectators iDimense. Ou leaving 
Ruf'obali, the commander and hU staft rc|ifli^ to the 
factory, and remained for several days with pr Clmflcs 
Malct, until a eump was formed on the plains of Ntir- 
nmscer, a little distance from the city. The nnhoh, in 
the style of Eilfitern liospitolity, sent us u superb 
dinner of fifty covers, cooked in the Mogul taste j eon* 
aistiDg of pilaus, keb-ubs, carries, and other suvou^ 
dishes, with a proroaion of rice variously dressed in 
the most delicate tnantier. Tliis was repeated for 
several ilay#. 

Kiigobah afterwards removed to a stiuiracr-palacc 
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belonging to ibc iiabob, mitlioiit tin! tiity wnH* i i^lnrrc 
he entabUahed a sort of court, aa poiliwa of liic MhJi- 
rutia empire, in which character the field anti 
oiticers, tuul a few other gcntleiiicn of the British 
armV) were mtrotluccd. to hitu by the cdtijh landing 
oificer, TIut ceremoiiic# at tlie Slalimttii diirijar were 
isitiiilai to the Alogiil visits already described, an<] tlie 
presents of the some nature; shawlsj inualitls, and rich 
stuffs, differing in quality and quantity according to 
die station of the visitors. 

As I have tiefore mentioned, tius custom of making 
presents prevails throughout Asia, ntid has done so 
froui the reiuotcst anti{|uity \ no public visits are made 
without thU ccreinony; in many parts, among the in¬ 
ferior classes, a flower, fruit, or a cartliunom, is offered 
out of respect at familiar visits: an Indian never requests 
a favour from his superior with an empty hood. ^'V hen 
the aged patriarch sent liis sons before llic ruler of 
Eagypt, be said, ** Take of the liest fruits in die laud, und 
curry the man a present; a little balm, a little honey; 
spices and iiiyrrh, nnls, and almonds." Gen. eh. sliii. 
V, 11, Solomon remarks that "a man's gift maketh room 
for him, and hringeth him before great men;" and there 
is an Arabian proverb to this effect, “ tokens accom¬ 
pany love : presenis are the vehtdes of friendship.” 

It is not so much the custom in India to present 
<]ressca ready made to the visitors, as to offer the ma¬ 
terials, especially to Europeans; in Turkey, Persia, and 
Arabia, it is generally the reverse. We find in Char¬ 
din that the kings of Persia hail great wardrobes, w here 
there were always many himdred habits, sorted, ready 
for presents: nnd tbiit the iatcndimt of the wnrdrolm 
sent thmu to those persons for whom they were de- 
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by the sovrreifrn ! more iban torty tailors wore 
iiJwnys cinployod in iliia somre. In Turkey they do 
not attend 60 much to the rirbness. m to the numlwr 
of the ilrcastrs, giving more or fewer, according to the 
ditmity of the persons to whom they are presented, or 
the incirks of favour the prince would confer on hia 
tnicsts I thus in primeval times Joseph gave to each of 
his brethren chunges of raiment, hut to bis favourite 
Biftijnmiii he gave three hundred pieces of silver, and 
five ehanges of mitm-ut. Among the honourable dis¬ 
tinctions conferred by a Persian moniirch on Mordt-eai, 
he ordered him to be clothed with his ovim royal appa- 
rel t the same honour was granted by the king of Baby¬ 
lon to Daniel, who for hia excellent wisdom was cum- 
luanded to be clothed in scarlet, and to have a tdiiitii of 
gold about his neck. In modern times, when Charles 
the Twelfth was made a prisoner by the Turks setting 
fire to bis bouse at Bender, the dresses, tents, horse- 
caparisons richly ornamented w ith gold and jewels, and 
otlier valuable articles which had been given him in 
presents, amounted to fifty tbonsund pounds. 

On onr first public vbit to Bagolwb, it tvas mii- 
inated to me, that, acting in the double capanty of 
chaplain to ihe British troops, and secretary to the 
couimatider-ia-chief, the peshwa being a Brahmin, and 
jissoriating an idea of priesthood or hrahinmisni to 
the former appoititiuent, the presents allotted to me 
were on that account superior in qutdity and quantity 
to those of the other stall-officers. 

One part of Bagobah's liehaviour on these public 
visits, was extrcniclv offensive to the gravity and po¬ 
liteness of the Nabob, and the high-horn Moguls and 
Fenians who attended him. On our first mirodtiction 
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to tin? Bmhiiifn eoviTifign, tbeCnglUb geDtlcmcD were 
Pf|HaUf aatonhbal and disgaaienh a repetifioTi of siteli 
uncourtIv uihii tiers in some degree recoucilcd us to a 
siiccesflioti of windy explosioDs from the royal muannd;^ 
or devLitud cu^hians on which he eeated; we won¬ 
dered In silence at auth an extrriordiujiry dereliction 
from evcff idea of thdiraev and dGcoruiii: lUc nabobs 

■I ■ 

of Snrat and Ctiiobay publiely exprcsi^cd tficir abhor- 
dice of Hucb ynprincely conduct. 

In a Mogul dtirliar outward tnanuers and etiejnette 
arc carried to the greatcftt extent of CLTcmonioua rctitie- 
ijjcnt* Ornie say»^ “ tliat persons of distinction have 
been knowti, through a sense of shame, to make awuy 
with themselves after having committed all involimtary 
rndeeoruQi m the ptcacjice of their superiors."^ 

\Vc found very few of Ragobah^'s troops at Cambay^ 
hut were informed hh army W'as in the Bisnagar pro- 
vincCt about eighty miles from thence, and that ihc 
cotifedcratc forces were encamped twenty mile^ neitrerj 
til hopes of preventing a junction with the English. 
The enemy amounted to forty thoiiSEmrl tawdry, and 
twelve thousand infitutry ; Wjiar-mcn, foragers, wo¬ 
men, Odd various camp followm. swelled the niujiber 
to a hundred thousand. 

Tims circumstanced* the EDglish detachment landed 
the next day and martdied to the plains of Narransecr, 
on the north aide of Cambay^ or Canibant, an nnezent 
city terinmatiug the gulf of that name in 22^ IG* nortit 
hititndc and 72® 32^ east longitude: it U now only three 
mites in eirenmference, surrounded liy a brick wall per- 
fora ted for mus quet ry, danked with fifty-two irregular 
rowers, without fosse or esplanade: the works iiTe out 
of repair, and the cannon of the towers of little conae- 
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tloeDcc. It is built on uneven ^oond, whteh on the 
W'UoIc may bo termed an eiuinetico; tlio bouses, 
inoii<jucs, uinl tombs reach to the walls, and were lor* 
inerjy a part of the city founded near twelve hundred 
years ago, on the site of Caniancs, ineutioned by 

Ptoletny. . , . 

Cambay, or Caml»ut, once fauious in orientul his¬ 
tory, is now entirely chunged, and its prandeur mingled 
with poverty and desolation j uninhabited Htreets, fall¬ 
ing mosques, and ijioulderiiig palaces, iudicatc its an¬ 
cient imigniBceitce and tlie instability of butjiiin 
structures : formerly every street was fortified, and de¬ 
fended by gates t a few in tbe prineiiial streets still 
rciiiitin, hut the greater part have siinred the coiiiiuou 
fate of the city. 

Tlie durbar, or mibob^s palace, is almost the only 
large edifice in good repair; its exterior appearance is 
tar from elegant; within it abounds with small rooms 
and porticos, surrounding open squares, embellishctl 
with gardens and fanntnios, in the Mogtd taste. 

Adjoining tbe durbar is a bandsomc inoaquc, called 
tbe Jumma Mosseid; it was anciently a Hindoo Pii- 
goda, converted into a mosque when the Moguls 
conquered Guzerat; the idols which then adorned it 
are buried bctlt'atli the pavement. It forms a sfiuare 
oftwo hundreil and ten feet; a succession of domes 
of different dimensions, snpportcd by pillars, compoM 
a grand colonmide round the interior area. This 
temple was once paved witli white marblt'; the greater 
|»art is now removed, and replaced with stone; over 
the south entrance was a hnndsome minaret; its com- 
]ianion, having been destroyed by lighluiiig, was never 
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Cmtibuy isf uUo cdebmiecl for a curioiis Hindoo 
tiMiiple, wliich I frequently visited^ 1 wns first eon- 
duck'd into an open court, its wivlls adorned with a 
Yarictj of a mall sculpture, and imagea fn BCparato 
niclica ; on the east side ia an inner temple, the whole 
Icmgtli of the outer square, hut only aiat feet wide, in 
which are plsiecd a tiuinbcr of stiilucs, nearly of liie 
human size, manv of white uiarble, some of black ha^ 
salt, and a few of yellow antique; inferior deities in 
the Hindoo mythology, citet in Bilrer, brass, and other 
metals, were ranged Iielow them. After u prisent to 
the Brahiititis, we lighted candleii, and descended thirty 
feet into a large sul>tprraneous temple, covered hy a 
dome, and entirely dark i on three sides of this tem¬ 
ple arc a number of empty niches, a little above the 
floors and on the east is an opening iuto another 
narrow temple, the length of the Large ooci wliich con¬ 
tains five images of white inurble sitting in the eastern 
manner, two on e«ich side of a ihroste placed under a 
magnificent canopy in the centre, which contains tlie 
celi'hriited stattiv of Fartanaut, one of the prineiiml 
Hindoo deities. 1 cannot praise the artist's skill, al¬ 
though superior (o most 1 liavc seen in India; the 
countenances expitraa no character, the Urulja fnive 
neither atretigth nor elegance, and ore destitute of the 
graces which characterize tlio sculpture of ancient 
Hreece. 

M 

In the suburbs of Camhuy arc some large inauao- 
leums and Mahometan tombs, in the form of ociagon 
uud circular temples, many iu a beautiful style of urchi- 
tfctiire, and the marble sculpture of some exquisitely 
fine. I was informed the dust that worked out in 
finishing the flowers and ornaments w'os weighed 


neainiJt eold, as a oonipetisatioji to the artist- flie 
CTundrsi was erected to the uiemory of an cunneut 
MoRiil, who died of hunger during a grievous fanunc, 

which almost depopulati^ this part of Guzerat j it ap¬ 
pears from the inscription, that during this dreadful 
warcity the deceased offerwl a measure of pearls for im 
equal quantity of grain, ^hieh not heing able to pro- 

cure, he perished hy huuger- 

From the quantity of wrought stones, and scattered 
relics of marble at Cambay, we may judge of lU fortticr 
wealth and inaguificcnte; the charge of transporting 
them thither must have been immense, the mountains 
from whence they are hewn being very distant 

The trees which shade the houses arc filled witli 
mmikcvs, squirrels, doves, and parrots : the monkeys 
are the only mischievous part of these curious citiaens; 
they occupy the roofs of thehoiisefl, aiid swarm all over 
the town, iintiiolwtcd by the inJiabitimts, 

Cambay was formerly celebrated for manufacturi's of 
chintz, silk and gold stuffs ; the weavers are now few 
and poor, nor is there a merchant of eminence to bo 
met with, except the brokers under the English pro¬ 
jection. The population and opulence of this city luust 
have been considemhlc, when the duties on tamanmls 
alone amounted annually to twimty thousand rupees: 
two principal causes for its decline arc the oppressive 
government of the ual^b, and the retreat of the sea, 
which oneu washed the city walls, but now flows no 
ucartT than a mile and a half from the south gate. 

Queen Elizabeth, the first English monarch who 
eiicouruged the Indian trade, stmt out three persons in 
1583, with letters to the noverelgns of China and 
Ciimiiav. This implies that riie latter was at that time 
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R place of great coiiifiiercuil notoriety. Iji the year 
1C(K) thia niomiTch granted the first charter to the 
Eust Itidia Company, by which they became the ex- 
dusivc traders to the Eiist ladies, with a capital of 
seven ty-two thouaantl pounds, A very few years after 
Qucea Elizabeth’s embassy, Caesar I'rcdericke, a mer¬ 
chant of Venice, visited this country; and in bisTravcls, 
which were printed in London in 1598, dcscriljes the 
trade of Cambay, 

Indigo was altvaya a staple commodity at Cambay, 
wbcTC a large quantity is still inanofaiCtujed ; its cul¬ 
tivation eiiiplojs many hands in the adjacent districts. 
Wlien the plant has attained matarity, tlie leaves ore 
stripped from tlie stalki^, and infused in a certain cj^uati- 
tity of water, with a small proportion of stvect oil, for 
thirty or forty hours ; the water, which has hy that 
time oeqaired a blue tint, being poured off, is lef^ itt 
large flat truuglis, until by exhalation there remtuiis 
only a thick sedituent; which is made into small cukes, 
and dried in the sun for use, This is the pure indigo j 
it is frei^uentty adulterated with red earth, which adds 
to its weight, hut renders it coarse and dull. 

The country in the vicinity of Cum bay is fertile and 
pleasant, abounding with wheat and diflerent groin, 
peculiar to Hindostab; many acres are sown with 
carrots and other vegetables, and extensive It elds of 
cotton, crinda, and varions shrubs for extracting loinp 
oil, which is much used. Guzerat is naturally one of 
the most fruitful provinces in India; hut in the Cumbay 
districts, from the itidolcnce of the inhabitants, and 
the oppressions of the government, they platit only 
front band to iiiouth, and cultivate neither grain nor 
fhiits that require trouble: mangos and tamarinds, 
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which grow ftpontancoiistyj are ulrrtost the only fruh- 
trecit; in some of the nabob's gardens arc a few pome- 
granates, grapes, imd limes. 

Cambay is attiply supplied with provisions at a rea¬ 
sonable rate; for a rupee you purchase twenty pounds 
of excellent beef; mutton, veal, and kid, in the same 
proportion; poultry not so plentiful, and fish is u 
rarity: pork in Mahometan towns ts never to he met 
with. In this city and its aurronnding domain arc fifty 
thousand wells, imtt some very fine tanks; but the 
nabob, to prevent the MahmttEi armies from encamp¬ 
ing near his capital, drained most of the lakcM, and cut 
off their resources. 

Cornelians, agiites, and the beauti^lly varlegattul 
stones ttriproperly called mocha-stones, form a viilmihle 
part of the trade at Cambay, The best agates iind 
cofnclians are found in peculiar strata, thirty feet untler 
the surface of the earth, in a small tract among the 
Rajcpiplce hills, on the banks of the Nerljudilji: they 
are not to be met with in any other part of Guuerat, 
and are generaliy cm and polished in Cambay, On 
being token from their native bed Llicy iitc exposed 
to the head of the sun for tw‘o years ; the longer they 
remain in that situation the brighter and deeper will 
be the colour of the stone; fire is sometimes sub¬ 
stituted for the sokr ray, but with lesg effect, us the 
stones freqncntly crack, and seldom acquire a brllliaut 
lustre. After having undergone tliis process, they arc 
boiled for two dap, and sent to the mannfacturera at 
Cambay. The agates arc of different hues; those 
generally called cornelians are black, white, and red, 
in shades from the palest yellow to the dec|iest scarlet. 
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The variegated stoaes with laDdscapos, trees, nnd water, 
beautifDUy delineated, are Found at Copperwangc, or 
more properly Cubbeer-punge, the five tombs, a place 
sixty miles Jistauce. 

While the English troops were dehiinctl at Cmiihay, 
I resided at hKid-quartcrs i but spent much of my 
time with my kind friend the English residciU m the 
city, which, with the surrounding district, was then 
under the dominion of a Mogul prince named Mohiiian 
Caud, styled nabob of Cambay; his father was nabob 
of Ahtnedahad, the capital of Guzeriit, when it was 
conquered by the Mahrattos ; on (hat catastrophe he 
fled to Cambay, then only a sea-port to Ahmedabad ! 
there be established his government, and at his death 
was succeeded liy his son, whose tyranny had lessened 
the number of hia subjects, and redured the remainder 
to poverty and degradation. His territory was sin id!, 
and badly cultivated t after piying the Mahraita ciioutc, 
or tribute, bis annual revenue did not exceed two lacs 
of rupees: which enabled him to keep only a small 
establishment, and to maintain two Uiousand Sdndian 
and Arabian infantry, and five hundred cavalry. 

Tlie nidtob was of the middle statnrie, well made, 
and with good features; bat hia countenance was a 
true index to a heart cruel, revengeful, and suspicioiw! 
to this malevolent dbpoflition, it was said, hia only son 
bad, a few months before, fallen a sacrifice. The 
nabob was then about fifty years of age, a good 
soldier, and rrckotied a copsummate politician on the 
narrow system of orientoi manoeuvring. Those are the 
distinguishing characteristics in an eastern sovereign, 
who is generally a stranger to magnanimity, generosity, 
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iin<l all the notikr virtues wliicli constitute u good 
prinee. Fur frotu aspiring after the happy title of the 
“father of his people,” au Asiatic despot studies every 
mode of oppression which avarice can suggest, or 
iatrigue and craftiness carry into execution. 

The nabob of Cambay seemed at length to have 
ingratiated hiuiself into Ragobah’s good optuion, and 
mtide him an offer of hiking the field and joining the 
allied army. Few characters could be more contrasted 
than these sovereigns ; had the heart of the nabob 
been cijuul to his abilities, he might have swayed the 
irn peri III sceptre, while Ragubah daily exhibited tuore 
superstition imJ fanaticism than Aurnng/ebc ever pre¬ 
tended to, and ec]nailed the sanctity of the visionaries 
and mystics in the professioual castes of Hindoo 
devotees. During the detention of the Rritish forces 
at Caiiiljay, when anxiously expecting a junction with 
Eagobab a army, an express arrived from his princiijal 
general, containing intelligence of importance: the 
British commander, after waiting a proper time, sent 
an uide-du-camp to the Mahratta durbar, for the ne¬ 
cessary information j who was told Ragobah was at 
his devotions, and the lucky moment for opening 
the dis(Nitchcs not arrived. On sending again the 
next moming, the colonel received for answer that 
the Maliratta sovereign had not finished his religioiu 
ccreiiiooies. One day in the inonth of March oc¬ 
curred, during our detention at Caiuliuy, whitb "was 
marked in Bagobali's horoscope os peculiarly unlucky: 
os his destiny would be affected by an inuusptcions 
planet unless averted by a variety of rites and cere- 
mooJes. llic most pious [iriests and ciiiinent astro- 
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lowers WPFc conveticd to assist the Brtihtuin sovefeign. 
On this eventful day, Rngobali caaic forth at early 
dawn harehcaded and naked, except a cloth round his 
loins, watching the rising of the sun, and remained 
until noon with his eyes stedfasUy fixed on the glo¬ 
rious orb, w'hich shone with uncoiouioii fen'cncy; he 
then retired to the tent set apart for worship, where 
the ceremonies eontiniied until midnight: ilie ma¬ 
lignant flUir had then lost its infiueuce, and the next 
morning opened brighter prospects. 

Cunning generally osnrps the place of wisdom and 
prudence in an oriental durbar; superstition assisted 
in ttagobah's councils, anil weakened a miucl conscious 
of possessing unlimited power. Although the limits 
of most Asiatic princes are now companuivcly small, 
yet is each liccutiuns nabob too commonly the Nero or 
Tiberius of his own domain, and his contracted court 
presents a scene of auibition, sensuabty, and cruelty. 

The oriental annals afibrd some amiable exceptions; 
Acber stands high on the roll of fume, and vies in 
every princely virtue with a Titna, and an Alfred j his 
tiieuiory is revered tlirotighout Hindostiin. 

The Asiatics know liow to estimate such a character. 
The names of Hastings, Cornwallis, and other emi¬ 
nent Englishmen, arc dear to their hearts; and, how'- 
ever gradual the progress, the good cfleet of British 
legishuioti, blended with a due regard to ancient 
manners and customs, will in time be fuUy appreciated 
in our extensive empire. The exertions of govem- 
niciit for the happiness of millions, are already telt 
and ucknowletlged throughout the fertile provinces of 
Bengal, uotwitlistaiiding the most deeply-rooted pre- 
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judioeo tiDd Altachmcnt to caste i if peace continues (o 
extend lier olive over British India, we sliall see com- 
merce, agrioultiiTe, art, und science, once more adorn 
and cnricli those realms, from whence they emigrated 
to the western world, through the channels of 
Phoenicia, and Greece. 

At present, in the courts of the nabobs, petty rajahs, 
and other independent despots of India, there is so 
little sense of moral obligation, that no stigma attaches 
to the man who plots the most base and villanooa 
means for attaining the ends of venality and corruption; 
the odium is incurred when not properly executed. 
IV'rhaps this censure should be limited to the verge of 
the durl>ars, courts of just tee, and revenue depart- 
niettts of th(3ac princes; we will hope that the moral 
sense operates in general atnongat the natives of India, 
os in those of other countries, although often vitiated 
bv the relaxed state of government and society. 

Under these despotic princes, a suspected person is 
seldom arraigned in a court of justice, confronted with 
his accusers, or permitted the shadow of » trial; so 
that judgment mid condemnation arc synonymous; and 
execution prompr, though silent. This is certainly a 
less degree of miserv than sotuc European despots have 
inflicted on their subjects, by confinement in the dun¬ 
geons of a Bastilc, Inquisition, or a VeneLian prison; 
where llic unfortunate sufferer drags on a wretched life 
in solitude amt suspense; a prey to that weight of 
misery emphatically styled the sickness of Uie heart, 
arising from hope deferred. 

Capital punishments are seldom inflicted under these 
administrations; fines are more frequent, und more 
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ucccptable to uU parties: pio-doiis can generally be pur¬ 
chased for the tuoet atrocious crimes between in^ 
and man, where the prince or his rulers arc not affMted. 
It was fornierlv customary for tlie nabob to dedicate 
some time evwy luorning to administer justice} that 
power now devolved on a deputy, called the cutwall, 
who inflicted pmiishnienta, and superintended Uic in¬ 
ferior officers of police. 

"When the English troops landed at Cttiiihay,altnongli 
fallen from its fomier iniportance, it was the residence 
of many Shah Zadas, desccndiUits of the Persian kings, 
and other nobles who left that unfortunate country the 
beginning of the eighteenth century, when Shah Hus¬ 
sein was miirdereil by Mir MaUmud, and the Afghans 
usurped the soverei^ authority; these were followed 
bv many more, who abandoned Persia when Nadir 
Shah seized the throne, and destroyed the royal line of 
Saftifs. Abmedahad, then under the Mogul goveru- 
fueiit, andCainliay. were the fovouritc aayluin of those 
unfortunate emigrants, and of many Persians who ac¬ 
companied Nadir Shah in his memorable expedition to 
India,and reinaiiied there with their plunder: Cambay 
has also been the retreat of otliers wlio (juitted Persia 
during subsequent distractions. 

The Persian lungmige was spoken in great purity ai 
Cambay, and there was as iiiuch etiquette and cere¬ 
mony at the durbar, as in the most refined courts of 
Europe. As in other oriental iiulaccs, ofliicers in wait¬ 
ing receive a visitor of distinction ut their tespeclit'c 
stations. He is met at the outer gate by one of in¬ 
ferior nmk, who attends him to the inner court, where 
he is received by one of higher authority, and so in 
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ctutiaiion, until he is p«Mcnttrd to the prince on the 
niUHtiud, or throne. The reteption by the Mvereign 
TOrk-salso according to the rank of the visitors; to 
those of exalted l>irth or Btatiou, he advances a few 
paces, and otubTUCcs j to others he siojply ^ 

exchanges the snlani. or salutation ; white the general 
dirong of civil und niiUtary officers, and other vis^ors 
of the dorhar, are received with a return of the sdani 
from the iirince, sitting t when they are eotidncted by 
the chopdara, gold-stleks, and ailver-sttcks in waiting, 
to tlic platt! where they are to stand or sit during the 
levee. In a Mogul ditrhiir, while ttic servants are 
attending with coffee, which is always served, the con¬ 
versation is general; they afterwards proceed to busi- 
ness; if present*, are mtended, they arc next prodncid ; 
ottar of roses, hctel-niit, or rose-water, offered to each 

visitor, concludes the ceremony. 

At visits of the Rajpoots, Graciiw, and many other 
Ilimloo tribes, opium is presented in hquid 
premrations with the same faniiliarity as the snnffibox 
in Europe: the Aaiatii-s are so flccnstomcd to this m- 
toxicating drug, that half the quantity which they take 
for recreation, would compose an Eurotiean into mo 
sleep of death. On the Indian it seems to prodtice 
the most delightful reveries, transports Iiiiii m idea to 
clyshim, and fascinates him with the joys of paradi^ ; 
makes him giiy, lively, and good humoured, and hi» 
imagination wantons in voluptuous pleasures. lUcsc 
dreaiiiB of rapture quickly tcmiiuatc, l.at the fatal 
cotisequenrcs of Uic ctierrating drug «« permnuent; 
it soon nndeniiines the constitution, dclnhtatcs the sys- 
tern,md brings on premature old age. Taken 
Imttlc it inspires icuiporary courage, or rather a rt 
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ful phrcnzv ? sumong npparent fHoods its effects are 
often fatal, l>y causing tliwc who think tlicmseiws in¬ 
jured by their snpcriors, to speak and act under its 
influencf witli an nngniirdcd frwjdom, which rs after¬ 
wards recollected and punished: there are inutiy in¬ 
stances of officers, thus intoxicated, upbraiding an 
oppressive despot when surrouiidcd by his courtiers in 
full durbar, 

Tlie principal diversions of the nabob and his cour¬ 
tiers wi rc liuwkingand honting, for which the Cambay 
districts afford hue sport t the game of chess was also 
very fashionable, but smoking the booka, clicwing 
betel, regaling with opium, and attending to tbe songs 
and dances of the courtezans, engrossed most of the 
time not dedicated to business or the retirement of 
the haram; there they pass many hours, and there, 
under the most oppressive government, reinnin unmo¬ 
lested: the severest despot respects the female apart¬ 
ment, where none but a husband enters, where u bro¬ 
ther docs not even visit his married sister. 

The Asiatics in general prefer a sedentary life, and arc 
surprised to see a Enropcim w'ulk for exercise or plca> 
sure; much more so to behold the English ladies and 
gentlemen take the trouble of dancing tliemseives, 
when they can have u v:iriety of dancers and singers for 
money: tbe men like to be well mounted, and give a 
high price for a good horse and siiriiptuous fttrnttiire; 
they attend very little to the fine arts, nscful improve¬ 
ments, or literary fanie^ their lihruiies in general con¬ 
tain only a few tracts of oriental history, Persian poetry, 
and Arabian tales, with volnminotu commentaries on 
the Koran, but they hove little knowledge of general 
history luid the belles-lettres. When the eiiliph Omar 
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was solicited to spare the AlcK^drtan library^ he 
replied that ite contents either did, or did not, agree 
with wliat was written in the holy pages of the Koran t 
if the former, he alleged the Komn to be sufficient; if 
the latter, other books were peroicions, and ougbt to 
be destroyed. Omar was an igoorant and furious 
bigot, but many of the succeeding caliphs eneourngi d 
letters, and even caused the Greek and Latin classiis 
to Ik* translated, when Europe was envelopetJ in barba^ 
rSsin and iiioiiki&ii ignorance. 

My situation in the camp at bead-t[uartcrs was 
at a beautiful suiuttter pvdace belonging to the nabob, 
on the border of the spacious lake at Narranseer, which 
wiis always appropriated to the use of the eominand- 
iug oHieer and his family. We passed our time as plea- 
santly'as the extrtuue heat of the weather and suixiety 
respecting the juncUon with Riigobah's forces would 
admit. The tank was surrounded by groves of mango 
and tamarind trees, sumiountcd by the minarets ami 
domes of Cambay f the adjacent plains, cultivated and 
enclosed, produced fine crops of cotton, indigo, wheat, 
and other grain ; the wilder tracts almunded with deer, 
antelopes, hares,jackals, wolves, and hyenas t the lakes 
and rivers with flamingos, pelicans, ducks, and water¬ 
fowl in great variety: peacocks, partridges, rjuails, 
doves, and grcen-pigeons supplied our table, nod with 
the addition of two stately birds, called the sahras and 
cullum, added much to the animated beauty of the 
country; while monkeys and s(|uirrcls, posted in 
numbers on the trees, approached us with the greatest 
familiarity. The former are very large, and when 
sitting in groups at a little distance, might have been 
nnstaken for the ryuts, or coninion peasants, who, ex- 
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ccpt a turban and doth round the midcileji arc as nakud 
as tlicinadres> When all thi*iM* cnliveneRi of the day 
retired to rest, tlic eanip was surrounded by hyenas, 
wolves, and jackals; the latter butited in large herds, 
making a dismal and incessant how'L Tigers, wild* 
hogs, and porcupines souicdmes sallied forth from the 
forest, and the camp W'as mudi infested by serpents, 
centipedes, and scorpions. 

Ragobih and his family resided in another of the 
□ubob*s villas, situated on the banks of Narninseer 
lake, in the midst of luxuriant gardens, which abounded 
on the borders of that extensive water : after sun-set, 
the ulmospbcre was filled with fmgnince from the 
orange-trees, tuberoses, cbaaipahs, and oriental jcssai- 
mines, wafted by gentle breezes over the lake ; these 
•H^eties were truly ddightfnl, especially when illumined 
by the lunar ray, or the cmcruld-light of the fire-dy, 
(Lmupyris noctilurw) twinkling In imuicnse numbers 
an long the dowering shrubs. 

These delightful evenings hardly eompensated for 
our suffering during the heat of the day, when the hot 
wiuds blew* from ten in the mornitig until sun-set, and 
were so dry and parching that oilr thirst was never 
tjuencliedt in the soldiers’ tents, composed only of 
single canvas, Farenheit's tluTmomcter often rose to 
116 degrees; it sometimes exceeded 114 In the olS* 
eer’s murrjuees, with a fly, or separate owning, rising 
some fret above tbe tent. Tills surpassed every thing 
I had before experienced, and had it continued long, 
no European constitution could have supported it: the 
transit ion betw'cen health and fever, life and death, 
w'as so sudden that medicine had not time to operate, 
and our men died rapidly; to all, respiration hecame 
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dill!cult, and an oppressive languor and wt-arincss were 
tbc j^eiieral complaint. 

Tlic greatest luxury I enjoyed during this sultry 
season was a visit to the English factory, where the 
resident had one room, dark and cool, set apatt en¬ 
tirely for the porous earthen vessels containing the 
water for drinking; which were disposed with as 
much care and regularity as the milk-pans in an 
English dairy. On the surface of each watcr-jar were 
scattered a few leaves of the Damascus rose; not 
enough to communicate the flavour of the flower, 
hut to convey an idea of fragrant coolness when 
entering this delightful receptacle; to me a draught 
of this water was far more grateful than tlie 
choicest wines of Schiran, and the delicious sensa¬ 
tions from the sudden transition of heat, altogether 
iridcscribahlc. 

Chardin mentions that the Persians use rose-water 
for cleansing the leather bottles which contain the 
water for drinking; they cause them to imbilje the 
rose-water, to take off the taste of the skin: roses 
are the delight of the orientals upon all occasions. 
Whet* Doobdan was leaving the holy sepnkhro at Jeru¬ 
salem, the people presented his party with nosegays 
of flowers, and fresh-gathered roses, others sprinkled 
them from bottles of rose-water, Tlie nosegays of 
roses, mogrees, and jrasamine, gathered in the cool of 
the morningi and brought in with a basket of fruit 
and vegetables to the English breakfast table in India, 
are very pleasing and refreshittg: so are the Japan 
loscii, oleanders, and other richly-coloured flowers, 
which ornament the giudey and ewer presented to 
earh guest for ablution after dinner. 
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Wc continued in an inactive state at Niirrauscer 
nntil ibe I5lli of ApriJ, wlien an eipress arrived mtli 
the interesting intelligence that Rngobiih's generals 
had collected his uraltcrcd forces, and were then on 
their march to Cariibaj-; but as the enemy were 
near them, in great force, they reejucsted that Rago- 
boli and the English detachment would proceed its 
soon as possible, as a speedy junction would be of in¬ 
finite advantage. 

On a confirmation of tliis news, we struck our 
tents on the sultry plains of Narranseer, and by short 
marches arrived at Darah, where the junction so ar¬ 
dently desired was efiected on the 19th of April. 
Rngoliah's army was said to consist of thirty thousand 
cavalry and infantry, with about twice as many camp- 
followers, women and children t but in reality, from 
this motley mass, there were not more than twelve 
thonsund fighting men, commanded by four of Rago- 
bah*8 principal generals j they narrowly escaped the 
ministerial army on the lianka of the river Sabemiatty, 
who reached the pass too late to prevent their cross- 
ing, not expecting that so large a force could have 
procccdwl with such rapidity; for, eluding the vigi¬ 
lance of the enemy, they marched siaty coss, or ninety 
English miles w'ithout iialting, followed by their ele¬ 
phants, cnmels, baaitr, and baggage. 

Govind Row Guykwar, art independent chieftain of 
Gnacmt, and one of Ragobab’a principal allies, arrived 
soon afterwards with a body of eight thoitsand cavalry, 
but very few infantry in proportion : this being all the 
reinforcement expected, it w'as resolved to march with¬ 
out delay and attack the enemy, tlien encamped on the 
banks of the Subermattv. 
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On cotupleting tliis jaticricm flidi the Mahraita 
aruiyj the allied forces raight altogether amount to 
twenty-five thoiisaud men in arms. The Eugliuh de¬ 
tach men t, under the comniiind of Colonel Keating, 
consisted of eighty European artlllcty, and one 
linndried mid sisty artillery lascars, iiutivca employed 
Ill that line I five hundred European inhuitryj, and 
fourteen hundred sepoys, with a proportionate num¬ 
ber of officcra. Our field train of artillery con¬ 
tained two eighteen pounders, four twelve, and four 
sis poundcra; two eight-inch mortars, and howitzers 
of smaller caliber, with stores and aminuttition in 
great abundance. 

The encampment at Darah, on an arid plain, bare of 
trees, and exposed to the hlasta of the hot winds, was 
intolerable: we looked back with regret to the lovely 
lake and shady groves of Narranseer. There was in¬ 
deed a large tank at Dinuh, which accommodated us 
tolerably well before tlic arrival of RagobaL's forces: 
from that period the concourse of elepliunta, camels, 
horses, and bullocks, with thousands of men, women, 
and childneii, rushing into the water, soon destroyed 
its Buidity, by mingling tt with the mud, from which 
with difficulty we strained ofi' h most unpleasant 
beverage. 

When our allies hnd suffictcntly recovered from the 
fiitigtte of their forced march, we joyfully left our un- 
plensant encampment at Dorab, and marched towards 
the enemy's ground on the bonks of the Sahermatty, 
where we promised ourselves the unspeakable refresh- 
meui of a running stream. We now found by ex- 
jmrience the beneficent character of the banian-tree, 
the ficus indica, so frcqueiitly mentioned for its pic- 


SHADE AND WATER, 


3S& 

iiireaqiie bcaitty ; we 5 PniL’!LitDe& met with one of ibese 
uiJibmgcoufl piiviliona, siifficicDtly extetieive to abelter 
a tboiuund men from the aultry mya of a meridian suiij 
and found no house ao pleasant or cool ns this inapiii' 
ficent bower. Tlie shade of the tamarind tree, still 
cooler, is tiot so saJntary, but when in blossom the 
fragrance is delicious: the atmosphere of the mango 
tree is impregnated with the heat and tho smell of 
turpODtine, which often comniunicaiea a disagreeable 
flavour to the fruit i this viUnahle production was 
every where attaining maturity when we commctjccd 
our march in Guzerat. 

The deprivation of shade and water at Dsirah, and 
early cnc&uipmmta, was a serious evil to the 
English soldiers, who suffered very materially from 
die intense heat. In the mild climates of Europe we 
calmly read of the march of an artny over the arid 
plains of Asia, or a pilgrimage amidst the stillness 
and desoUiion of the Arabian deserts, but wc must 
have experienced some of their difficulties before w'c 
can participate in the joy of the Israelites, when, after 
tasting the bitter waters at Mandi, they came to Elini, 
and encamped near twelve wells of hue water, mid 
threescore and ten piilm-trccs. The rich colouring in 
the pastoral psalms and prophetical writitigs, of rivers, 
groves, and pastures, was intended to dcptci the great¬ 
est blessingg boih in a literal and a figurative sense. 
Mahomet, a native of Arabia, promises his disciples, 
among the chief pleasures of his volupinous iTamdise, 
bcaiitifnl groves and gardens, fountains of in corrupt U 
ble water, rivers of milk, and brooks of honey; he 
knew W'cll how such allnrciuents would work upon the 
imagination of his Arabian convert a. 
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CHAPTEH XVIL 

AoCQLfnt offl Mdirotta Arnij--.lj7iii—11110*—Migoific^iico ofilie 
Tnduui Tcntjh—WliLiiy Cfmrattot chrtheTndiinLg—— 
—Ort^^fri^ eif Ceivn^ry—PintluTiee*—IlmhriiJns—Hago- 
boh'i EncaiFipfnFnt^I^irliefllfliri flf a 3ralii^iTi Feoat—!letEnir¥t 
AnJ Amiut^neulfi In Canrp—l^nnduct aia Family cm a march— 
Duidtig-giHi—Knmbor of Cotile—LxLmardinary Ancodate of 
Titiigobiih'a Ek^phonlB—^ToJiriitm Woaltb and Stoic— 
FlcminplirtKlite?^—lrapTovf?incol Jn 3rfnJirmlta Tpotjn—M<?lhod 
nf iMjsitjgiog a Crty—War E(K:beta« * 

Tre AfiLfinitta armii^ arc generally coinpChied of 
rartoiH nadotiy and rcUgiona, wbo eonacqRentlj foriii 
a vrty motley collcctioa: they wear no regular uniforra, 
are under very little diaeipUne, and few in tlie a;ime 
line eklier of lior»e or fooft hare similxir weapons; 
9 omc arc armed witli swords and targets, otbera wUIi 
mutehlorks or muiibets; some ciirry bowa and arrowi^ 
others spears, bmees,. or war rockets j many arc ejepert 
with the tiactle-axCp hut the sabru is indispensable with 
silL Tlic men En armour make a range iippcarance ; 
a fadmet, covering thne head, hnngi over the ears, and 
falls on the ahciiildnrs; the body h caacd with iron net¬ 
work, on a thick quilted vest; their words arc of the 
finest temper, and the horacmcti arc very ejspcrt Ht 
thii^ weapon; they are not so fond of rurved hl^es im 
the Turks and Pensfans, hnt prefer a stiii%ht two- 
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edged sword, tind will give u great prie« for those which 
they call AUeiiian, or German, though formerly brought 
from DamjiiKrus. 

In the Mahratta army are no regular commimder& 
bv seniority or fjicnt i the priucipal oHiceri are 
Jemidats: soiii<^ com maud five thousand hor&c^ othcnij 
though equally digtiifictl in title, only five hundred. 
Tlic Mabratia government, lU many lustarices, re¬ 
sembles the feudal sjatem in Europe s the great chicf- 
tainsj like the iiticicnt barons^ hold tlieir lands l)y 
military tenure; they enjoy their estate&j Oii con¬ 
dition of fcrni-HliiQg a stipulated number of knights, 
squires, and armed-men, in propcriiou to their ter¬ 
ritory i and thus in the Mahratta empire, the principal 
jaghiredars, or nobles, possessed of landed property, 
when summoned by the pe&liwn, appear in the field 
W'ith the number of men cJCpressed in their finmiuns, 
or grants of land; and there they ejtenrise tjvery act of 
authorit}-, wuhont appeal, luorc full)' than was claim edr 
by the powerful borons in the Gormanic bodies, when 
issaing from their northern forests, and emerging from 
Gotliic barbariszn, they mardied against the degenerate 
Romans, and conquering their prorineca, establishert 
that military system, which, under difi'erent moduhi^ 
lions, so long prevmled in Europe. 

Thii variety of independent commanders defitroya 
that authority and subordination whieh prevaili in 
Eurcipeati armiea, and may in some measure account 
for the want of dbcjplinc in an htrge a body; where 
every man beats a drum, hloirs a trumpet, or fires bis 
mate] I loch when be pleasei, and frequently when 
loaded with liaU. It wm with dilficitlly th«^ British 
conmianding officer suppressed this dangerous practice 
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ID Ragobiih's where it was so prevukut, that it 

could only he prevented by cutting off' the fingers of a 
deliD^ittent, 

The Indinn campq display a ■viariety of styntlards 
and ensigns j red fteems the prevailing colour, but 
they are fleldorii decorated with any thing like ar- 
nioriid beariiiga/ The banner which was alwap 
carried helbro Ragobdi was Bniall, and swallow-tailetl, 
of crimfon and gold tiasue, with gold fringes and 
tassels, called by the Mahrattas zeuee puttah: somo 
of the flags are on very high poles, and larger than 
A ships ensign: in the Enropean annica, the knights 
banneret erected thdr own standard among their 
followers ; the knight a bachelors, or flimplc kuigbls, 
did not: fintilar distinctions arc observed among 
the Mali rat ta%; the most considerable ehiefuiins dia- 
pins' their own colours^ have separate encampinentSp 
and their own haj^ar, or market; in wbirti they collect 
doties^ and ftiake such rcg^ilations as they think pro¬ 
per, without control from the sovcreigii. 

The Mabratta cavaliers of distinction frequently 
ornament their saddles with the bushy tidls of the 
Thibet cow5;ns^ihio the horsc^s head. On one side an 
attendant carri^cs a rich iimbrella, culled od aftaphgetCp 
gritemlly of velvet, cnjbroiderod with gold; on the 
other, laa mnn mth a large fan, or chouree, formed 
by the tail of the wild cow from Thibet, covered witli 
tong flowing hoirp delicittely white, and- soft as silk : 
the handle is gold or stiver, sometimes studded witli 
jewels^ The ehonree is useful in keeping off the flies 
and other inseits that swarm in hot climates, and oIao 
forms a part of oriental state* The rruppera, marUn- 
gntesp and bridles of the horses, are covered t ac- 
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.otlu’ rank uwl vraltli^f ikc oi^ ner, uilh (ToU 
or silvrr plivu-s, knobs, coins, uml % vnnct^y of de¬ 
corations: “the talk of tUo grey horsed ore fmi«cntly 
dved Ufa red and omngo colour, and the i.mms pitted 
*ith silk ami ribbands, interspersed with silver roses : 
tlie camp abounds with furriers, and every thing ne¬ 
cessary for their profession. 

Tlic gentftals are likewise distinguished by sonic 
»rtle, pxcinsive of their faiuily name; sOQietun|s given 
stt their birth, but oftencr conferred by the priccc 
for gallant Iwhaviour, and a reward of miUiary merit; 
as tiie valiant swortlsiiian, the illasirious cotupieror, 
the vicloiious hero, the orimment of the age, or some 
other honouniblc appellation. Tlic woniett also liave 
nariira expressive of their personal charms, nr their 
lord’s airectlon: ciioice of to)' heart, drhght of my eyes, 
morning star, fragrant rose, coral lips, and a thousand 
similar fandcH, distinguish the favourite ladies In the 
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In the durlmr tent, and at other courts in Indio, 1 

frwpiently observed the otbeers to whom we were in- 
lr,rtliie«h nddressed, not hy their family name, hut liy 
the appellation given them after some signal exploit, 
or analogous to some pcrfcs tioii in their character. A 
little history seemed to be attached to* cneb warrior, 
similar to those we read of in tlm ancient poets. The 
sei|uel of the campaign will evince bow well they dc- 
seri'cd the pneomintn, and answered the proclamation 
of their hyperbolical hcraiils. I shall only observe at 
present, that they could not, like Scipio Afrirnniui, 
Geriiiank'us, and other Roman generals, claim an 
honorsiry title from the countries they contjuiTtil, or 
the martial exploits they perforinotL 
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Tlic (iUigxiifit’cnCC of tbe iDtliiin tents, piiviUons, ntnl 
biiiiuiiitilaniiiij flT ciKiopj', fur exceeds imy tUinj' of the 
kind in Europe, i*i!ipccially Hnsong tiie Moguls; tln^se 
uccoiuiiiodiitjons lire the niore nectsaory where thttr 
worn CD und children accompany them to tlic held. 
The Mulinittus bccm to prefer their tenw to l^o^JseB, 
iind ciijoy more pleasure in n camp than in u city; 
Tlie martiill tnhea of Hindoos, itnd Maiioiiiedims of 
distinction, in othei' professions, generally wish to 
shine in a military ciipiicity, Dming thd couioson- 
wealtU of Rome, consuls, senators, "and priests, headed 
her legions; the Briditiiin soivereigns of Poonah have 
engrafted the milltnry spirit on the sacerdotal charac¬ 
ter; Bmhmins not only serce in the Hindoo armies, 
but there arc many of that tribe among the sepoys, or 
Tiatiife troops, Ijelonging to the Rnglish. In gencrat, 
whether a man is ocirupieti in the politicid t^abinrt, or 
cng^igcs in the civil dqjattmcnts of Hindoatun, he is 
not in such cBtimation as when he annexes to it the 
character of a soldier. 

A military profession seldom interferes with other 
occupations: in the durbar tent, where Rogabah pre¬ 
sided os pi^bwa of the Mahratta L'n)]iln?, bnsiness was 
eondnett'd \rith the sanie facility icj in the court at 
Pooiiiji: Everv evi^iing the principal officers and ca- 
111 net ministers attended his levee, and there, us s'eco;- 
tiiry, 1 often accompanied the English comnmndcr; 
[lolitlce, war, and public hnsinesa, were then disruased, 
and orders issued for the ensuing day; complaints 
were 1 1 curd, grievances redresseti, and the usual justice 
of oriental govcrnnients administered. 

The native princes of India considered the English 
tactic's as superior to their own; iillhongh, Irom na- 
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tional pridts and bigotry to MicicDt osiigtii, tiiL'V «1- 
dora jillowad us a prefimmeftco in otIn>r resects: they 
were then coavinred, by expmence, bow often umiuU 
body of Eufopeans bad decided the fate of kingloina, 
where immense armies of Asiatics liad 
fruitlcsslv contending for superiority j and trifling as 
ibc numbers of onr detacbinent may appear to those 
tmatqiiainted with the vulnerable irregularity of onen- 
tdl -troops, Ragobuh ceded very valuable acquisitions, 
and stipulated to pay a laigc sum for such assistance. 
The diflerent trIbet and clans of warriors m the Indian 
iinnics have various degrees of merit, and difler us 
much In courage aUd discipline as they do in custoni-s 
and dress. The coiniuon Hindoo and Mahratta infuii- 
trv arc inferior to ilioso from the nortlicm parts ol 
India; Mahoniedaus from the southern provinces Ml- 
li,i in these armies; many of whom are descended 
from the Aniblaiis; who coming from the countries 
Ijordcrmg on the lied Sta and the Persian Gulf, setth-d 
on the coasts of India, and from thence extended 
theuiaelvea by eonijuest and prosehtism into the inte¬ 
rior regions. The Affghons from Cundabar, and the 
moniitimis betweea Persia and Hindostan, are con. 
ojonly uOleil Pathaii.; the Tartars from Sammeand 
and the iidjarent provinces, Moguls. .Ml these Mu- 
hoiiufflan tribes have mtennarried w^tlr each other, and 
the natives of India, and are now blended into a race 
of similar manners, fcatun^a, tmd complexion, generally 

at vied M oysnlDianSj or Moors*. 

*A nmiibor of those ailveniiirers urc still pouring 
into India from Arabia and Tartary, who for a tinm 
preserve the bardy cliardcict and manly virtius of tlie^r 
couiJlrv; but, from the enervating elimiiie, niid Under ^ 
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pampercif education of tlie souAern Mof»nls, tbeir na¬ 
tive rhantctcr ^adaally Jiubsides, an<l they blend into 
the common mass: these adrenturew frcfiiiently bnnp 
with (hem a horse and arms, and enter into the ser¬ 
vice o'f the Indian princes, who prefer tbcni accor^ng 
to their merit. There are some corps, styled Mtf/cebt 
or men of gowl family; originally formed by Sujiil» 
Dowlalj, and subscqucnily introduced info the 
ratU armies: these are foot soldiers, invariably anSSI 
with a aiibre and mnieUlock, and having adopted some 
sembtunce of European discipline, siht onich respected: 
ad aru also the rdjppoots^ poorbeahst or CiistcTH-ineHj 
and miiiiy other soldiers of fortune^ la'ho eali&t imdcr 
their biumers, and itre liigbly esLecnicd for fidelity und 
rcgidarity. 

The mjepootii are aU of a hif^h fiistc* or clan j proiK 
of Ijclng nobly born, and bred to arms, they display 
a magniminiity, courage, and virtue, uncommon in the 
Indian character; renowned for fidelity and attach¬ 
ment to the prince whose salt they eat, they an* ea- 
tcenied among the best soldiers of the ^at. These 
warlike tribes chiefly inhabit Ajmer^ Cheterc, und 
the provinces north of the Nerbndda, which in many 
respects (escmbles the bahitablc mountainous tracts 
of Switzerland, and, like that free and hap|ry coun¬ 
try, may he considered, more than ;my other ori¬ 
ental region, the nurse of liberty and Independence, 
The rajepocit govemnients have never been entirely 
sulnlued by Muhomedan invaders; in the dreailfol 
scenes which marked their conquests, the fastnesses 
and strongholds, or mountaina accessible only by 
difficult passes and narrow defiles, affoidfid an asylum 
to the rajepoota, who there preserved the Hindoo wor- 


314 


oHOEKs uJ’ ^.‘A^'ALav. 


.W luaiuicis, Lud t‘«»Lou.. m ficinime purUy* This 
MUiitn' cliicflv aiiuattil m ^ tlunute, l)ts 

iind ^ dt-E^ices of north latitude, afforda some 
of the ™dL-stiiod most ijicturc^c|ue sccucry in Asia. 

The Mahratta cavalry are.divided into several classes: 
die hiiascrat, or household trooivs, called the 

arc reckooed very superior to the ordinary 
and bdong cMirely to Uie peshwa a govcrBincnt. 
Tbos^ of the second order are contracted for with 
vernincnt, either by their own coonnaodera. or per¬ 
sons cuiplojcd fortlic purpose: the third ekas are the 
Mognfeaioo^benhs, and other soldieia of fortune, jnst 
tn^tiom^d, who with their own horse and arius enhst 
ill the service of the oriental sovereigns on the liest 
terms they can. Swanns of beyds, looties, mid 
Diodarees all different classes of plunderers, follow 
L armies and ura far more destructive than the 
soldiers in the countries through which they pass. 
These iniirauders receive no pay, but give a moiety of 
the spoil to the couimiinder of tlie corps to'whicli 
they respectively attach Uienisclvcs, and prefer ii 
life of rapine'to any other profi>ssion: armed with 
sircars and siibrcs, and provided with hiitchetii, iron 
trows, and iinpicments of destruction, they enter vil- 
Wts already laid waste by the army, iind deserted by 
fhe iiihsdiiianih; there, as if a general piUage of gram, 
furniture, aud other ‘iiioveablea, had not been suin- 
cientlv dkircssing, the pindarees deprive the houses 
of locks, hinges, and every kind of iron work, with 
auch timber as they tlunk pro])ert then digging up 
ihc Hooth in search of gain, and demolishing the walls 
in hopes of finding concealed treasure, they conclude 
l»\ setting tire to what they cannot carry ofl : although 
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llitVG Jji scarcely unv tffing thiit does not tiim to fit* 
rotint in the cainp haziur, idiere a maty nail U taken 
io exehuuge for some iirlicle of proviaion. 

Tbgse pindoree?, and varioiw (Jescriptioiifl of ^ 
tinned followers of the eainp, swell the Indiao aruiles 
to an amuKing number. TMira Ragobali a forties 
luarehcd towards the mintsterial troops, after the jurf»^ 
don, they consisted of an hundred thonsimd, iw lmling 
cjmip-foUowcTH of all sorts; the cattle exceed two hirf- 
dred thousand: the confederates were still more nu* 
merous. 

Ragohuhs (ucampment covered a sjtace of many 
square tuiles ; the hazur, or markct-plat'e, lielongingto 
his owu division, mid to the principal generals, con¬ 
tained many thousand tents, where every trade and 
profession was carried on with as much rcgiilanty as 
inacitv. Goldsmiths, jewellers, bankers, dra|a:r3, drug¬ 
gists, cotifccti oners, curpetuers, tailors, tent-makers, 
com ■grinders, mid farriers, found full employment; as 
did wliolc rows of silver, iron, and copper-auiiths t hut 
thOi*e in the greatest and mo«t constant requisition, 
seem to be cooks, confectioners, and'fmtiers. How¬ 
ever erroneous tbetr tenets, I should bo unpardooatile 
to omit mentionitig the veneration jiaid to piildic wor¬ 
ship in the Mahratto camp; in the differeut divisions 
was a temporary dcwal, or tent, conseerated to rcb- 
gious duties, where Braliuiins regularly olficiaiccl, and 
prayer and sacrifices were otferedto the deities with the 
same cereiiionics as in the Hindoo temples. 

In the Mubratoi camp, as in all the Hindoo goiverti- 
uients, except that of the Brahminical pahwas at 
iVottali, tUcra exists n class of people in many respects 
superior to the sovereign on the throne; ihi*! IS the 
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Utbc of BraliiiHiis so oftcD mentionc<i Princes mid 
govcfnora, aw also iiiOflt pcreotls employed in tlicifo- 
litical and militiuy ileiiaitmcntB of state, liclong gene¬ 
rally to the second order of tic four principal ,castes 
int^ wiicli the Hindoos, oa a people, are divided i 
thoac Brahmins who lire not engaged in piihlic fttne- 
tioDS, or the administmtion of religious rites, from the 
sitperiority of castc alone, ate treated with reajtect and 
deference by their reapeetive sovereigns. So tenacious 
ore they of their privileges, and ao conscious of the 
pre-eminence to which the code of Menu entiilcs them, 
that among the odicers in the Mahratta army, a Bnmb 
mis in an inferior atatiou would send part of his dinner 
readv dressed, as a mark of difitinction to an officer of 
higher rank, and a much greater command, but of a 
lower caste ^ who accepted it rijapecifulJy, and ate it 
wiih pleasure: no anch eetuni could on his part be 
offered to the Brahmin ; who, in whatever outward 
condition, would be degraded and polluted by ^ting, 
or m'CD by touching the food from one of ati itlfetior 
clai». 

As it is not, common for Europeans to eat with a 
Brahmin, or even to sec them at their meals, I shall 
give a description of a Br]ihijun dinner. 

When the dinner is prepared, the Brolimin first 
washes his body in warm water; during which ojiem- 
ticiti lie wears his dtitee^ or that cloth which, histening 
roimd his loins, Imngs down to Ins ancles: when 
washed, he hangs up the dotce to dry, and binds in 
its place a piece of silk, It not being allowalj;]*: fur a 
Brahmin to wear any thing else when eating. If 
a person of another caste, or even a Bmhmin who is 
not washed, touches his dotce white drying, he can- 
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not wear it wltLout waAhing it ugain* Aiiar goiEig 
tkrqugli several furinBof pra^r xintl other eercmoniMj 
he sits down to his food, which ja spread on a tahk* 
cIdlJij or mtlier a tablo-eDver* formed of frewh-guthered 
leaves, fk^teoed together to the ai^e wiuiled for-|he 
Lompanj. The dJstks and plates urc invariably trom- 
posed of leaves; a Bhihnuti may not cat out of any 
thing elae: tin vesaeJs, or cop|>er tinned, mny be 
used for eookuig, but a BnUiinin cannot eat out of 
them. 

The fotxl, after being prepared in the kitehent is 
plbced in ilistinet portiontit on dishes of different size, 
form, und depth, on the large vcrdanl ^‘oi'eTtiig in a 
rt^uLir uianncj:. The feast of a Brahmin geucridly 
coBsIiiita of seoMnied bread, rice, curry, vcgetiiblea, 
pickles, and somCrimea a dessert. 

Their bread, in its simple statPi is prepared fro in 
the Sour of wheat, juurrcc, or hahjeree t hezaides 
which, tliey are very fond of a thin cake, or wafer, 
called ^ppet% made from the flour of oord, or mash 
(phaseolns max.) highly .seasoned with u^safmtida; a 
salt callt^ popper-khor; and a very hot luasi^uuK com¬ 
posed of turmeric, black pepper, ginger, gnrlic, several 
kinds of warm seeds, anti i| ijuiintity of the hottest 
Chili pcpjier* Tliese iogti^dicnts sire all kneaded with 
the oord flour and water into a tenacious to 

fonn ihe popper, w'hleh is roUed into cake^ not 
thicker thEui a wafer; these arc lii^t dried a IJtUc hi 
the ^uOj and then baked by fire imtil crisp. 

The curry of a Brahmin is seldoui more than 
heated huttcr-milk, with a little pram-flour, slightly 
iicasoned; thk they highly esteem, h^onictking simi¬ 
lar iti wijrmrtrR coiupo^cl of ttiarp, or dofl, a son 
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of sp1it*pe^ Ijoikd witli !ia]t und tiirmeric (cur^^iiinii ); 
this tljL*¥ tTiit with gh^Cf rhirified bmter, whiL^h tliey 
Kiy ilesttraya its 

In tie centra of ihL^ cover is always a large pile of 
plam (ioileiJ and at a feast there are generally two 
other heaps of white yellow* rice, seasoned with 
spices and salt; and two of sw^cet rice, to lie esiten with 
vhiftTiii, pfekks, and stewed vegetables ; the latter are 
ehiedy bcrenjaU, bcndec, tnroy, and different kinds of 
I jeans, all savoitrily dressed ^ and heated with chtlics of 
every deseription. The t:fiaina is usually made from 
a vegetable called eotemear, to the eye very much re- 
ieuihling paisley, but to those unosed to it, of a dis- 
agtcfrahle taste and smell: this is so strongly heated 
Miith chilies os to render the other ingredients less dis- 
tingnishable. The diatna is sometimes made with 
cocoa-nut, iiiite juice, garlic, and chilresj and, with the 
pickles, is placed in deep leaves round the hirge cover, 
to the number of thirty or forty, the Hindoos Ijeing 
very fond of this stimulus to their rice* T}jcse 
picklca ore not prepared .with vinegar, but preserved in 
oil and salt, scf^oned with chilie and the add of 
tani^irinds, w'hleti in a suited state urc n^uch used in 
FUndostatt* UmhrriinSt and many other Hindoos, re- 
jeirt the onion from their bill of fare.^ Ghee, w hicb, iu 
deep boats fortiicd of leaves, scenis to constitute the 
eB^tuvt of iho dinner, is plentifully disijcnseti The 
dessert consists of mirngos preserved with sugar, 
ginger, limes, and other sweotineats i syrup of dif- 
ferttut fruits, and sometimes a littlc4:ip<' fruit, but the 
ck^sert is not common. Such is the eJitertmnment of 
u rich Brahmin, who cuts nf no ^miroBl food* 

In the c9ttrdordiniiry firtificial diatintlioi] of ( jtNtes 
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^i]jatjg4t tlic Ilindmi^ the Miihruttas rdiik but little 
above the lowc&t ^ finertboreSfre bem|T universally edu- 
catecl in the labour and sitaipUcity or rural and ii^rU 
ciiltunvl societj^ tliey are admirably prepared for tiie 
endurance, privatiouSj and bodily exertion^ of a iinlj- 
tary Jife: this has he(*n the origir^of niiiny otheit warlike 
notions. Tlie prohibition of anlinaj food to the 
Brail nuns and hi|rher orders^ lesscps aa it reacbes tbe 
lower olasises; amongst whom the Mahmtra It placed 
in such a degree ofaAfligned degradatioo, that the flrafi 
of animals, excej^t of the saered ox cow, is no 
pollution, adbrding a latitude luore consLitetit whb the 
exigencies and neemilies of a Koldier's life* It hm 
Ijeen remarked, ihiii there la an lioneaty, sJnip]icily, 
and courtesy in tlie true Mahratta eharucti r, not croui* 
mon among the political Brabrnius iit the peahwa's 
cuiirt» or in other public situations i their chic^meiy^, 
duplicity^ and cannings are obvious to all who laive 
been concerned with them in the diplomatic anil 
rcTctiue departuiijfIts* 

Fond of a wondering Hfe, the Mabniitas seem nioat 
at home in the cninp i the lowurs being suppbed with 
neceiiHaries for the soldiers, and sneh luxuries as ilicHie 
in a higher Bljiijoa requiir, they know no wants, and 
ore sulycet to few restraints : snrronrickd by their wives 
and children, they enjoy the pleasures of douiesiir life; 
and many of the prmeipal odieers keep greyhounds, 
chceta^f and bawks^ trained to hiinting, for their 
amuscoicnt on a march, or when encamped tn a sjiort-^ 
ing country* 

Not only the ofBeers and soldicoj, hut in general 
the foiloivers of the camp have their wives anrl fa- 
nillies with them dutin£^ the niiircdi: the w omen fre- 


quenfly riile aatridi? with ohp ot two tliildrc^ri on a 
liuUock^ an or a Jittfe tattoo ho^se^ while the uieD 
walk by tbc sidc.^ On rtaichinf^ the ctieaunpm^nt, the 
fatigued husbatid lies down on hm mat, aiiid the wife 
CDramences hci’dnlies: she first champoes her hiifi- 
band, and fmis him to repose; she then e!iam|ioefl the 
horse, enhs him down, and gives him provender; takes 
some cure of the ox which has curried her stores* nrid 
drives off the poor ass to provide for himself! she next 
lights n firC;, dresses rice and eurry, or kneads doogh 
for cakes,, which nre pre|iarcd and leaked in a simple 
nianner. WTien the husband awakes, Iiis* repsist is 
ready; and having also provided a meal for hereclf and 
chiJdren* the careful matron oecupies the matH, iind 
sleeps tiD. davhreak, when all arc in motion and reiuly 
foranoilicr march. 

Of the Alalmitta: eavidry^ those ffoldkTS who have 
neither fiEmiale companiotiB nor semmts toatCend them, 
on finishing the march immediately clmnipoe dieir own 
horses, by rubbing the limhs, and lamiling tlie joints ; 
which nut only refreshes the animals^hiit enahlei tlicrn 
to bear fatigue with a smaller quantity of fbod thiLH 
would he otherwise necesaiUTr It is gcncrEilly difficidt 
10 provide provender for iiorges on these caiitpaigns : 
Iniy is not common in India j the villagers fodder their 
homi^d-cnattle, and the few horses they possess,, wnth 
stnuw and a little grain. In the fair season, when 
there IS no pa-stiire^ the horsemen and their attendant 
gmaa-enttFra sally out of the ennip to dig up tlie roots 
of grass^ whii-h are washed mid given to their horses as 
more nutritive than the rtems of dried reedy grass and 
other vegetablci^T vrhich from their rapid growth in the 
rainy season* have even then verv little rmiricioii'J 
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juice j but, whrttCTer niry couititutc tlic otlicr food of 
the homes, they must' have a"daily <|uantity ol gndti, 
01* some coiDpoaitioti of heartening aliment, whether 
OQ war service, or kept for reereiitio'n at home* 

Besides the married women, a numlicr of dancing 
girls Sind tolerated courtezans nttend the camp ; some 
of the former ofliciute as choristers in the sacred tents 
dedicated to the Hindoo gods j many lielong to ilur 
oflicers, and others fonii a common Cyprian corps. 
Children of both sexes accompany the army in the 
severest marches i they know no home hut the camp, 
and from habit prefer this wandering life. 

The number and variety of cattle necessarily attend¬ 
ant on an Asiatic army is astonishing} the expense 
of feeding these animals, its also the difticulty of pro¬ 
curing provender, is very great; and their distress for 
water in a parched country and sultry climate, often 
fatal. Exclusive of the Mahratta cavalry ttitined to 
wiir, were many thousand horses belonging to the 
camp-followers ; the hiizar 'alone rccjiiircd twenty 
riiousand bullocks to convey the coioiiioditics of the 
shop-keepers, besides a nuniher of small horses and 
asses. Some thousand catnela were employed to carry 
iht tents and Imggage; but tlie elephants, proud of 
their distinguished elevation, were appropriated to 
some honourable sert'ice, or, coTcrad with caparisons 
of embroidered velvets and scnrlct doth, decoratcil 
witli gold and silver firing^ were destined to carry the 
houdahs of Itagobah and his chief oDicers: the houdafa 
sometimes con tains two or three small apartments 
under a dome supported by gilded pillars, for ihc 
eliicftain and hia attendants. The elephant is ex¬ 
tremely useful in other respects, and, notwithstanding 
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htH cnaniJoas bulk iiml supprising- stronpllij is '"efy 
doPi tt^ Btid tr!ictxib!c. 

Tlie lurgcat ulejihanta fire from ten to eleven feet iti 
heig^lit, some are said toflxeeed it: the avcrilgc ia eight 
or nine fret. They' are fifty or sixty years before they 
arrive at their fail growth*, the female goes with 
young cicbtccn luotitlis, find acldoni produces more 
than one at a birth, which she socklca nntil it is five 
years oJd: its natural lift: is about an htmclrcd and 
"twenty years. The Indians arc remarkably fond of 
these animals, especially when they hiive been long in 
their service. I have seen wn Elephant ^ailTicii at 
twenty thousiuid rupees; the common ptieo of a docile 
wcll'tTa.1ncd elephant is five or six thousand; atirt in 
the countries where they arc indigenous, the Company 
coniract for them ut five hundred rupees each, when 
thev must he ‘fleven feet high at the shoulders. 11 le 
mode of catching and training the wild elephants la 
now well known: their price increases with their 
merit during a course ofeduentiou- Some for their ex-* 
tiaoidioarv cjiuilities become in a manner invaluable ; 
and no compensation indiicca a wealthy owner to part 
with them. 

Tlie skin of the elephant is generally a dark pry, 
sometimes almost black; the face rrc<|ucut]y painted 
with a variety of colours; and the abnudaDcc and 
splendour of hta trappings add much to his conse¬ 
quence. Tlie Mogul princes allowed five men and a 
boT to take cure of each elephant; the chief of them, 
callifd the mahawut, roile upon his neck to guide liira j 
another -snt upon the rump, and listed in battle; the 
rest supplied biiu with food and water, and performed 
the liccessarv services. Elephants bred to war, and 
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wdl disdplii]€{l, will stiuitl firm agiuBst a toIIpt of 
musquetry, and never give w;iy unli-ss severely wounded. 
I have seen one of these aiiimats, with upwards of 
thirty Ijullets in ihc fleshy parts of Lis body, perfectly 
recovered from his wounda. All arc not equally docile^ 
and when uti enraged elephant retreats from battle, 
nothing can withstand bis fury; the driver having no 
longer a command, friends and foes are involved in 
andistioguished ruin. 

Tlie elephiints in the army of Antioehus were pro¬ 
voked to fight by showing therti the blood of grapes 
and mulberries. Tbe history of the Maccabees in¬ 
form m, tJiat “to every ehphiint they appointed a 
thousand men, armed with coats of mail, and five 
hundred horsemen of the hest; these were ready at 
every occasion; wherever the beast was, and wither¬ 
soever he went, they w'eiit also; and upon the elephants 
w'erc strong towers of wood, lillcd with unned men, 
besides the Indian tlmt ruled them."—1 Matx-sibees, 
eh- vi., V- 3*1—3/. 

Elephants in peace and war know their duty, and 
are more obedient to the word of command than tunny 
rational beings. It is said they can travel, on an 
emergency, two huiidrtd miles in forty-eight hours; 
Imt will hold out for a niotith, at the rate of forty or 
fifty miles a-day, with cheerfulness and ahu-ritv. I 
performed many long journeys upon an elephant given 
by Riigoljah to Colonel Keating; nothing eould exceed 
the aagadty, docility, and aftection of this noble quad- 
mped: if I stopped to enjoy a prospect, he retnuined 
iIIIjfloveable until my sketch was finished ; if I wished 
for ripe mangos growing out of the common reach, 
he selected the most fruitful branch, and breaking it 
VOL. I. 2 a 
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off with Ua truak, offcrflci It TO the driver for the 
conjpany in the hoathih, aeoepting of any part given 
to himself Tvith a respectfhi saktu, by raislDg-biB trunk 
ttirec tltoes above bis liead, in the manner of the 
oriental obcisaneej and as often did he otpress his 

tlianks by ii ujiirmuriug noiue- 

When* a hougl) obstructed the bondah, he twisted 
his trunk around it, and though of considerable mag¬ 
nitude, broke it off with ease, and often guliuTcd a 
leafy brunch, citlier to keep off the flics, or as a fan to 
agitate the air aroand him, by waving it with his 
trunk ; he generally paid a visit at the tetit-door dur¬ 
ing breakfast, to procure sugar-candy or fruit, and Ijc 
cheered by the cncouiiuuis and caresses he deservedly 
met with ; no spaniel could be more innocently playful, 
nor fouder of those wtio noticed hini, than this docile 
animal, who on particular occasions appeared conscioaa 
of his eialtation above the bmto creation* 

'Flic Ayecn-Akliery mcotions elephants that were 
taught to shoot an arrow out of n bow, to learn ihe 
inodes which can only be utideiwtood by those skilled 
in music and to move their Unibs m time: we are there 
infoniH-d that upon a signal given by his keeper, the 
elephant hides eatables in the comer of his mouth, and 
W'heii they are alone together, takes them out again, and 
gives them to the man: that with his trunk he draws 
Water out of his stomach, which he bus reserved there 
to sprinkle hiiust-lf in hot weather; from thence also 
he inkca gnus on the second day, withont its haring 
undergone any change,drmhllcss to appeiise his hunger 
in case of tin emergency, which does not often happen 
to the tame elephants* The Mogul emperors allowed 
their fnvDuritea one mauud and twenty Rcer of food 
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equal to fifty English ]K}und; they bad ttesidea 
five seers of sogur, four seers of ghee, and half a uiaund 
of rice, wdiJi pepper and spices tnixed with twcoty 
qunrts of milk f luid in the scrsor of sugar canes^ 
raeli elephant had a daily allow an cc of two or three 
hundred cancs, according to hta aiise, for the apace of 
three months. 

I could mention many anecdotes of the elf|ihant’s 
sagacity and tractability, lint will confine iiiyaelf to one 
occurrence with Itigohidi'a elephants to camp; whidi, 
like those belonging to the Mogul cmjterors ahove> 
mentioned, hesidca their daily provender of gross, fresh 
gathered leaves, and Vegeta hies, were fed with bads, 
called oirmtiu/la, eomposetl of fiour, a|jices, sugar, and 
butter; ingredients generally cspetisivc, especially in a 
camp where every thing was extravagantly dear. A 
vegetable diet, and about thirty pounds of grain, is the 
usual dully allowance for an clcphunti the mossaulU b 
im indulgence on service, and was accordingly idloTved 
to the peshwa's elephants and Aruhlun horses, tn h 
country frequently laid w'ustc, and adbrdiug Jiitle pro- 
vender for cattle. In our Gnzerat cncatnpmcnls, man 
and beast sufiereci many deprivations, aud w^ere often 
at a loss of food; notwirhstouding this general tie- 
ficicncy, an ample supply of raos&Jiulk was nllottetl to 
Hugo hairs favourite elephants: yet they heeatne gra¬ 
dually etnaciated, mid pined away without nn appareni 
cause; the keepers were suspected of withholding their 
mnssaulla, as those delicate balls were ivmposed of the 
most expensive and savory parts of the pilaiu, curries, 
and other diafaes, too costly for persona in their situa¬ 
tion: the fraud being proved, the keepers w»ere pu¬ 
nished; and the master of the clephanta (who like the 
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niaiitrr ol’ ilic home m European conrH, is generally n 
loan of high rank), apiiointed inspectow! to see ilicni 
fed, which for a time had tfie desired effect’, the ele- 
pbanis n-gamed their strength, »nd appeared in good 
condition- Some montlia afterwards they fell offagniu; 
the inspectors were astonished, as they daily saw them 
fed, examined the niossanlla, found its ingrcdieiits ex¬ 
cellent, and the quantity not diminished- The cause, 
once more discovered, confirms Alinl FazeFs account, 
and evinces the influence the keepers had attuined on-r 
these extraordinary animals: they taught them to re- 
ccive the halls with their trunk, and convey them to 
their moiiih in the inspectors pfcacnce, but to abstain 
from eating them ; these docile creatures actually pr«c- 
tised this self-denial; they received the food they were 
so fond of froni their htinds. put it into their mouths 
with their trunks, hut never idiew'cd it; the halls re¬ 
mained antouefaed until the Inspectors withdrew, when 
they took them out, and presented them to the keepers 
with their trunks, accepting only of such a shore as 
they thought proper to aDow them. 

Elephants arc a common present of honour Hmoug 
the Indian princes and generals; and choice cain^'la, 
used for expresses, sometimes accompany other gifts at 
the durliar. Tlie camel is u patient serviceafalc animal, 
but deficient in the mtioual qualities ascribed to the 
elephant: hia diet requires no dainties; the leaves of 
almost every tree he meets with nflotd a meal; und 
from a peculiarity in his interntd stmciure, he carries u 
reservoir of water, from which he draw’s n small supply 
for several ilays, without replenishing. The camel will 
carrv ii heavy load, and patiently submit to the utmost 
his strength will bear, kneeling down for the con- 
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vcnience of bijJ keeper •, if he adds more tbatt the ac- 
eastomed burden^ he will not rise, but, making^ a loud 
moariiug, coDtinues on his knees until the additional 
weight is removed; nor can any threatening or blows 
of the driver effect the eontiury. The number of 
t^iuds in thcMniiralta camp occasioned a disagreeable 
suielJ; they were aeldont free from sores, and their 
breath w'as generally offensive. 

Few countries or elJmates agrcL* so well with the 
cattiel as the Persian and Arabian deserts, where they 
are bred in great iiumbcrs j as also on the sandy shores 
of tin* Indus, in the domain of the prince of J**cindyi 
many are brouglit from Miilwa, Ajmeer, and Nagore. 
This animal is fit for service at the age of three years ; 
they seldotii live more than twenty*five years in India, 
and do not often breed in tlie southern provinces. 
Moisture, either in soil or atmosphere, is not congenial 
w'ith their constitution, which ia formed for the arid 
tracts they traverse, laden with riclj iJicrchandtKe, 
eontcDt with the coarsest food, and a small portion of 
water. Were it not for tliia valuable aniiiiai, those 
Ininieuse pLuna of undulating sand w'ould be an iosur- 
mauntablc barrier between the kingdoms on their 
hordiTs; but the camel conveys both the merehaut and 
his goods from otic country' to another, with astonish¬ 
ing facility, over deserts trackless as the ocean, which 
has occasioned the Arabians to name tt cmphaticatly, 

“ the ship of the dL'sert.** 

A cuiJitTs travelliog load should not exceed Bve 
hundred pounds; some can carry from six to seven 
hundred; under a weight proportioned to his strength, 
he will perform the longest journey under great priva¬ 
tions; when loaded his pace never exceeds three miles 
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RJI hour, nor will severity niiikc him nuickcn his pace 
iiUT more ihiiu int'fCttsc his loiid- The Aliibnitta chiefs 
ke't’p li few light camels tuul dromedaries, called sadnics, 
to cnrrv (iispatclies, which travel with great espe- 
dilTon. In the southern part of Hindostiin the camel 
is €»f more show than service, and is seldom seen hut 
with the army, or in state prorefisiotis: fnit in tlie 
north-west provinces, intersected by few navigable 
rivers, and ahoimding with extensive deserts, trade is 
chiedy conducted by menns of this valuable animal. 

A Muliralta’s state generally consists tit clephouts, 
horses, and cameUt his weallli in jewels, particularly 
rows of pearls, valued at forty or fifty thonsand rupees 
a necklace: their diamonds ate seldom well tut, and 
usnally tablc-diiimoiids: the rubies and emendds are 
soiiictimea cut and polished, hut oftencr set as they 
tome from the mines, in hracolcts, rings, and un orii^ 
□lent for the turban, called scrpi^ch. A Mahnitta is 
not ambitious n> tuakc a figure in his houflc, furniture, 
or lippart l; hia idcphiints, horsLn, and jewels, arc what 
be most esteems; if possessed of the finest Persian 
and Arabian hotaes, he scldotti rides them ; preferring 
for service the fleet umres from his own country, of the 
Bhimni Tuttc breed. 

When a Mehratta expects a battle where there is a 
chance of Ireing defeated, he mounts u Bhimra mare, 
and girds himself with a broad belt round his loins, 
the better to enable him to bear the fatigue of a forced 
niarcli: this girdle is generally made of strong leather, 
covered with velvet, and divided into small eompart- 
inents, eonLutning bis most valuable papers and pre¬ 
cious jewels: the selceted companions of hia flight, and 
a sure resource in adveraity. 
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Ajiiongihe followers of an oncntal nunp, at lea^t of 
the Mahratta camp to which wc %vere attached^ 1 must 
not oiDit the hermapliroditeti j there were a great 
tiutnher of them in the different bazars^ iuid I believe 
all in the capacity' of cooks* In riumtioning these 
singular people, I uin aware I tread on tender ground; 
1 cannot solve doubts and difheultiesi nor sbiilL 1 enter 
into particniars respecting ihrtti. I shall Jiierely ob¬ 
serve that there w"ere a considerable number of butiian 
beings called bennaphrodites in the canipj W'lio were 
compelled} way of distinguishing them from other 
castes, to wear the habit of a female and the tiirkm of 
■I man* I was culled into a private tent, to a meeting 
between the siirgeon-friajor and several mcHlical gentle- 
men of the arm)\ to c^cuniine some of these people: 
my visit was short, and the objects dlsgusting. 

There arc doubtless uiuiiy alterations and improve- 
inents of lute years in the Muliratta tactit^, which are 
foreign to this campaign : at that time^ when they 
intended to besiege a town, they generally encamped 
round the walls; and having by that measure deprived 
the garrison of all externaS means of iissistance, the 
besieging army waited with patience until the gnrrkon 
was starved Into eapitulatEon: I have been informed, 
that when the Miihrattas took Aliujedahad, the capita] 
of Gozemt, they had surrounded it iu their desultory 
manner for sevem] years, before the garrUon sur¬ 
rendered* A few shots were sometimes exebanged, 
hnt seJdouj wdth effect: when I was witb the Mahratta 
army they did not understand the ust* of mortars. 

The war-rocket used by the ISIahnLttaSj which very 
oflen annoyed ns, is composed of an iron tube, eight 
or tex^ inches long» and near two inches in diauictiT; 
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this destructive weapon is sometiiueB fixed to a rod of 
iron, aometiines to a atriugljt two*edgwi sword, but 
most commonly to a stronf^ bamboo ennev four or five 
feet long, with an iron spike projecting beyond the 
tnbe; to this rod, or staff, the tu1>e filled with com¬ 
bustible niateriab is fastened, and on the lighted match 
settiogfirc to the fuae, is projcctt*dwlth great velocityi 
if well directed, which is an uncertain operation, it 
caoses much confusion and dismay among the enemy, 
from the difliculty of avoiding its terrifying and dcs- 
tructWc pfiicts- 
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CHAPTER XVIIL 

Mmrch Ilf the AllleJ Artny ipwarJ* ihe Enemy—BlL^ssingA of 
Water—Pint EngagEnieDl—RetJreat of the Envmy^Eitild of 

Battle_AetjOD af iVinhtcr—Treatmunt of Spies—Pattcnce of 

Ihe i^ioUoos—Kairah—Gozeral ViSlages — Action at Hyder¬ 
abad—irarch lo tho South PatU of Guierut—History of I he 
Cruiekwar FaniEly—Neriad (aid under contnbuLiuti—EhniiU— 
A Dreadful SBcrifice—Conduct of tlic Brahuiiiw^MarcIl to die 
FJaiiu of Airaa—Omeua—^Su|^ritltifio of tlie Uruliiidni and 

A^trologcrfi Battle on the Plain i of Arras^—Dcfetit of ih^ 

Enemy—Encamp at BetUtnee—The Allied Army emp the 
Myhi—PtKs of Fazttl-Piior^—March to Baroehe—Eobl>cr*, 

Small parties of RagcihjJis army thiit had been 
dispersed in different dUmeta^ or had not bcpti Jibk to 
keep up with the main body on thtdr fomed march to 
effect the junrtioUj occasionally dropped in iit Gintiicb 
and Darah: some we had reason to &uppti&e fell into 
the enemyhands^ and many were lost in fording^ the 
Sabermatty. So completely iiitimidati."d were hh prin¬ 
cipal ijencrals after their defeat on the plains of Arraa^ 
that they refused to make any movement towards join^ 
ing our ariiiy, nnless the commander in chief sent ati 
envoy penftonallj to announce Ins arrivid^ itttd future 
intcnliou^i and to assure theni of the English friend¬ 
ship siud protection. He acconlingly dispatehed a 
German gentleman, then a voluuteer in our camp, with 
an intelligent native officer in the sepoy corps, of inte- 
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prity und attachment to the tlcfciitpd generalfl, at the 
Cop[>eni ai‘g«^ Knowing we were aurrouuded by 

bpies, and fearful of treaelicrj', the unvop with only 
one ttttentLitit were secretly sent off at Eiiduiglit, with 
a promise of promotion if they auccL-eded in the 
hazardous enterprise of passing the enemy’s posts. 
After many extrsiordinury ndventnres and aiuguW es¬ 
capes, they sncccededin their mission, but the faitllful 
German fell a sacrifice to the fiiiiguc and hardship of 
the undertaking; he died a few hours after reaching 
luHteot; the uttendant wiis cut across the body with 
n sabre in pissing an out-post, and the native officer 
vas promoted. 

Having at length collected all the scattered remnants 
we had reason to expect, w’c left our unpleasant en¬ 
campment at Darah, and marched towartU the enemy’s 
post on ffie batiks of the Sal>ermatty i the country was 
delightful, the land highly cultivated, ami the vHllaps 
populous, generally surrounded by mango and tamarind 
overshadowing the wells and tanks which abound 
in Guzerat; but it being now the end of the dry season, 
we found all these reservoirs insufficient for our amir, 
and we seldom remained a night without exhausting 
them all. Tlic commcncenient of a morning march 
was pleasant, but by the time the Mahrattua were in 
motion, and the sun had gsiiiied an ascendancy, the 
heat and fatigue hecamc ciccsaive; a fierce glow im¬ 
pregnated the atmosphere; clouds of burning sand 
driven by hot winds continually overwhelmed Ufi; and 
to complete the unpleasant combination, the 
soleit freijucnily struck the European soldiers with 
instant death. 

Heat and dust pervaded the camp, while fetid smells 
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and swaraiB of flifft rendered it inconceivably ofFunsive; 
I can easily tiuppofte tlic plague of Bies wiw not one of 
the Binallest judgiiienta indicted on Egypt j few things, 
not venoEDOufi^ conld be more trailblesomc ihan ibeae 
inserts; they entirely covered our food, filled the 
drinking vesschj nnd made it [liBiciilt to distioguidh 
the colour of a coat. 

As we liiartlied northward we found the villager 
barnt and abandoned • passing over ex tensive fields of 
wheat atid other grain, long ready for the sickle, oiir 
allies took away as mneh as they wanted, und^ accord¬ 
ing to the general Mabnitta system, destroyed all the 
renuiindiT, We ituended to hall one or two da vs at 
Versiiru, iiiir next cncauipment, but in a single night 
all the wells and tanks in the neighbourhood were eJt- 
hulls ted I we therefore piOCeedeit the next morning 
towards SiiberniiiiLj, finding that nothing less than a 
river could supply the necessity of sneh a multitude^ 

On our upprouchiiig the Sabermuity, a detaebment 
of the luinJsteriuJ artiiy^ posted on the southern bstnk,. 
immediately crossed the riverj and joined the main 
body, who soon commenced a disorderly retreat: ihc 
English troops forded where the water was raiber 
shallow, and ascending the northern banks, pitched 
their tents wliliout moleanition. The bed of theSa- 
bcrjiiatty wna there two hundred yurds brondt the 
stream ranch narrower, and seldom more than three 
feet deep, gliding gently over a silver sand, and 
abounding with carp and smaller fish: like most other 
rivers in India, it often overflows its banks during the 
rainy season* iiiid floods the country. 

The blessings of u well in the torrid I have en¬ 
deavoured to appreciate ; those of a river are inestiina- 
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hlct ibe Snberraatty was the first we saw m Gozerat j 
it afforded the liaraastd troops tind eattle abundance to 
drink, and a di lJgUtful bath after a sultry march. The 
joy of Oiir allies on eneamping neiir the Sabcrraatiy 
WHS extravagant: the plraaure of drinking it hud long 
hern ftntifipated, nor were we disappointed in the dr-- 
lidotis beverage: the Indiana say it ia both meat and 
drink, so nourishing sin J salutary that their cattle re¬ 
quire less grsiin than when drinking other water. Their 
eneomiiim and general delight reminded me of tlie 
water of the Nile, which Maillet, formerly French eou- 
>ul at Cairo, says is so delicious, that the Egj-ptians 
do not wish the heat diminished, lest the sensation of 
thirst should subside ; they eat salted things pur|309cly 
to excite it anew, and when abaent dwell npon the 
pleasure they shall enjoy in drinking it again; all 
fonuguers who tiiste it declare they never met with 
such water ony where else, having something inex¬ 
pressibly agreeable to the taste, though mingled with 
much sweetness. Ikrodotuft says, the lilemphiatis 
filled large jars w iih the Nile water, an<l transportt-d il 
to the Syrian deserts; Aristides adcU, that the Elgyp- 
liiins preserved it in earthen Jars three or four years i 
it never Utearne impure j on the eontiury. Its value 
was enhanced by age, as is tliat of wine in other 
countrien^ 

Finding the enemy were enesunped withio u few 
miles of UAy we struck our tents early on the following 
Diorning, and* hoping to bring them to action* uiarched 
along ibe }^;iQka of the Sabcruiatt>> to the village of 
IJoHsuriilee; from wUeuce we perceived the whole 
confedemte army on the opposite side of the river, ad- 
VHticing iti order of battle- The English line imtnie- 
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diutc!ly anci u canaaitade acroaa the river com- 

TJienced on both sides, which contlnned two bourse at 
length we silenced their gori^t sind eompeUed their left 
wing and centre to retire t the right kept their ground, 
and a strong body of cavalry crossing the river, repeat¬ 
edly charger] a detachon'ot under the eoininatul of Cap¬ 
tain Stewart, with two field-pieces directed by Lieutenant 
TorriutiOj who repulsed them sogallaatly aa to he pub-' 
licly thanked by the coRimnodcr in chief: Hagol>ah 
presented the former with a diaruond ring^ the latter 
was promoted to the rank of captain of ])ioncers. 

At noon the enemy retreated \ they amounted to 
sixty thoiisanrl^ chiefly cavalry \ their artillery, consist¬ 
ing of fourteen field-pieces of differeat caliber, kept up 
a brisk lire for some tiniCj but froiu being too much 
elevatcii, did little execution i they were aerveit by 
Europeans, mostly French. The confederates lost two 
sirdars, or princijial officers, several of inferior rankp 
and about four hundred men, besides three tdepbants, 
and a numlier of horses and eameU ? in the Engh^h 
Hue three Europeans and five sepoys were wounded, 
none killed; Ragobah's army seemed to he uiere 
spectators. 

The river dividing the armies, OUT fatigued troopii 
were Incapable of pursuing flying cavalry; we ihcrp- 
fore in Lurched a mile further, and encamped near Hos^ 
^auilee, on ground lately CHreupted by the enemy ; who 
in that expeetation bad ent down the trees, dcitroyetl 
the village, and burnt all the com and provender they 
could not citrry off: the snirounding plain, dcpriveil of 
its verdant ottiatnentg, was covcri!il with pniritl car- 
cuaes and burning ashes ; the hot wind wtiftsug from 
these, fetid odours, and disper^ring the ashes among the 
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tejfts, rendered our encampment exlremeljr disagree¬ 
able/ Dtiring the night, hymnas, jackids, and wild 
beasts of various kinds/tdlured by the scent, prowled 
over the 6eld with a horrid noise i and the nest morn- 
ing a multitude of vultures, kites, and birds of prey, 
were seen asserting their claim to a share of the dead. 
It was to me a scene replete with horrid novelty, 
realizing the prophet’s dcmiuciation ; ** I will appoint 
over them four kinds, saith the Lord; the sword to 
slay, and the dogs to tear, and the fowls of the heaven 
and the beasts of the earth to devour and destroy. 

Jeremiah,cb. XV. v,3. ^ ^ _ 

Wc remained two days in this disgusting situation, 
and crossing the Sabermatty on the third morning, 
marched six miles, through a delightful country, to 
the village of Chonwur, where we encamped in a 
large mango grove on the banks of the T\nrtnic, 
or Bakruc; a small river which joins the Sabermatty 
at a little distance. The eaemy appearing on the 
apposite side, our artillery commenced a brisk fire, 
and eorapellerl them to retreat towards Kalrnh, a 
fortified towo belonging to Furty Sibng, one of the 
confederate chieftains, a few miles to the north¬ 
ward. 

We followed them early the next morning, and 
fording the Wartrac near the village of Mahter, four 
miles from Our last ground, hnlteil on the opposite 
banks, while the artillery and baggage crossed the 
river: this being cffccti-d, we mtirched towards Kairah, 
when a large h^y of the enemy suddenly appeared on 
our right dank, advancing at full ebarge. Captains 
Stewart and Torriano, now appointed brigade major, 
advancing with a small reconnoitering party, were 


ACTION OF MAttTERLH 


367 


UEjirly takeo pnsonera, havings only time to imlimbcr 
fln eigbc-iiicjh which stopped the cueaiyV 

career until the liue wm foruiiid to receive them* A 
discharge of artillery soon checked their ardour, utid 
Lumed their Httpntiou to the rear of our nlliea, where 
Ragohah was stationed on his state clejihant i hut 
hncliag on English detach men t, with tw^o ft eld ^pieces, 
posted there for hisi pro tec Li on ^ they made a precipitate 
refreat- 

In this attiou the confeilerates were repUiTteJ to 
hare lost iw'clve liimdrcd men, killed and wounded. 
Ragol>ah"s halcamis and Fpics, no dnidit^ thought to 
pleuse hini Ijy a little exaiggemtion ^ half thsii amoont 
was prohahly nearer the iriith ; their artillery w'as not 
so welj served its formerly^ hut their cavalry made some 
deapernte charges od the aUJeSj who received them 
with intrepidity, and in getierid faehavfxl well j several 
were killed and many wounded; ujnong the latter 
was Sacraraiu-IlmTa^ paymaster-general of Riigol>nh^i 
forces and one of bis prime minifllcn* j the English 
detachment did not lose a man. One of the peshwa^i 
elephant«drivers being w^onnded, the elephant escaped, 
and wm lakeo by the eneioy* I ntentton the loss of 
this itninial because the Asiatics consider them a valu¬ 
able and honounible spoil; m much so os Europeans 
estimate cannon and standards. 

Before the engagement a spy was detected in the 
camp of the allies, and carried into R^igabah's pre- 
sence, who ordered his tongue to be cut out previous 
to hss being returned to the enemy* As the poor 
wretch could neither write nor read, this might l>e in¬ 
tended as a hgurative oriental language, and tiie rnen- 
sure, however cruel to the individual was perhaps 
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Tlic luistTies of war are nianifolil i but 
from a wish lo couHcnac the events of the enrnpaign, 
I 5 up|)rx.fs» Tcflt'ctious which natiinaiy occur to every 
feeling uiiml. It wiia sometimes deemed necessary to 
hang ft person suspected as a spy, and to finish the 
escentioii i at others, when neither threats nor half- 
hanging could extort a confession, it was thooght pro- 
licr to lower the struggling wretch, slacken the cord, 
and restore suspended aniiiiatton to a harmless villager 
who bad iinfortnuatcly strtiyed too near the line. 

Neressitv alone compels Britons to adopt these stern 
decrees: « different spirit rules the Asiatics: the Mo¬ 
gul history is replete with blood, nor is the Hindoo 
character free from cruelty and revenge. It has been 
remarked that the sway of a despotic ghvcrtiment lua 
taught the Hindoos patience, and the coolness of their 
imagination cnahks them to practise it better than any 
people in the world; they conceive u contemptible 
opinion of a man a capacity, who betrays any impe¬ 
tuosity in his temper: they are the aeutest buyers and 
sellers in the world, and preserve through idl their 
bargains a degree of calm ness whlcb baffles all the arts 
that can be opposed against it. This will he allowed 
by those most conversant with their general ehanictcr, 
but they also know that the patient Hindoo who shud¬ 
ders at the death of on insert, and preserves the tran- 
fjiiillity of temper Just mentioned, can as cnituly 
meditate on the most cruel tortures prepared for an 
eneuiv, or one he deems to be so: the Jove of tooney 
is ill general bis ruling passion i througbout Hindostiiu 
cruelty and oppression are the servants of ii^'aricc. 

We eneatuped, after the action, on the field of 
battle, a hot sandy plain, without n tree, or nny kind 
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ofsliadc i j-nt beinj' on tliti Ijanks of tlio Wartruc, it 
>vas prcfcrsihlc to o cooIpp sitoutiou without that ud- 
Taotagr. After rcmditimg there three daTi, we marcLcd 
towards Ktiimh. Before the Viuigunrd liud proceeded 
half u milt', the enemy sQddeiily uppenredr advancing 
rapidly towiirtlji ua j, the Btitinh line immediately 
formed, and on firing it few shot, they retreated (o 
Kairali^this detained U9 some time, and the day be¬ 
coming intensely hot, we encamped on the spot; eiirJy 
the next morning wc nmrehed umlcr the w'alls of 
Kiiindi withont molestation, and found the confederate 
army had retired to some distance. 

Kalrah, a Isirge town, situitted at the confluence of 
tlie Serry and War true rivera, is fortified in the Indian 
Oianner with a brick walJ flanked, by irregolar towers, 
mountinc forty-seven gotta t the buildings were almost 
conccafed hy tret's. Leaving Kairah unmolestwl, W'c 
niEiTcbed to Coomlah, and pitched our Tents in a de¬ 
lightful spot near the village, on the banks of the Serry, 
a small deep river abounding with fish; tlio siirrouinfl¬ 
ing country was covered with wild fruit trees, atnl 
berries of it beautiful hue and pleosiint flavour, which 
we found refreshing during a sultry inurch; these in¬ 
digenous fniita and some tasteless figs were all that 
remained, the enemy having robbed the country of all 
the ripening mongos, tamarinds, and other valuable 
productions. 

Happy would it have been for the delightful province 
of Cuzerat, had their dqjredationfi been confined to 
such dcToatEition; but ulas! all was laid waste and dca- 
trovt!ti. Tlie peaceable Hindoos, by whom Gttzerat is 
mostly inhabited, are greatly to be pitied, from its 
being so often the seat of war ■, for notwithstanding 
voi.. r. 2 ii 
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Ujg frequent changes of their oppressors, from a MopiU 
tiubolj to a Miihrattii cliief, the lower classes take vei^ 
little concern in fliuh revolutions. They' seldom quit 
the villnge where their fathers were- horn iind died; 
there tltey plough the fields, reap the hnrtest, and tend 
' the cattle to the groves and lakes which surround thek 
hauiblc dwellings, built of mud and straw, where their 
wives and daughters si-dn cotton, grind corn,^nd pre¬ 
pare thtir aiinplc repast of pulse, milk, and vegetablea. 
It must be allowed that too large a share of the pro¬ 
duce is collected for the govnriiment, and its siilj- 
ordinate despots; yet iu general a sufficiency is left for 
the paasaniry, whose wants are few, to cncouriigc them 
to wnirtin at home, and renew the annual cultivation. 

Thus peaceably they pass their lives, with the 
monkies, squirrels, and peacocks attached to every 
village, which, although in a manner wild, and per- 
fectly independent, seem fonrlly to associate with 
raan, nltd arc nniversally- fostered and protected. 
The peacocks find snsiiiuancc in the cullies, or tlircsli- 
inu iloow t there the playful squirrels claim a little 
sh^, while the cunning monkeys, concealed in 
the overhanging branches, watch a favomablc op¬ 
portunity to jump down, and carry off a eouiidcr- 
ahlc portiou. The trees are also eulivmed by a variety 
of smidl birds, never molested, who repay their be- 
ntfnetors in a wild melody. I made uiany addirions 
totny qrientui omitlinlogy in Guzienit, especially among 
the niusclcapat, or dy-catchcrs. 

Tltf vilkgcnij will? aeldom vjs^it dtiea^ pre&crre an 
iunoccni simplicity of inEumcrs ; the women are uio<ie&t 
and delictitCt tlieir drapery j how^ever coar5t?j is rendered 
liiTToming by *in elegant rareh^ssnesii of the foldfl, sind 
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their art i Julies arc ptei Jitirly ejaccfu]. The- young wo- 
tuen iLiily draw water From the puhlic wells, anc! some- 
times carry two or tliri'e earthen jars, placed ovci- each 
other^ upon, the head * whieTi requiring perfect steadt- 
iiessj gives an erertand stately air. An EiigUnh 
lady in Iinlia, whose great delight was to iII[islriUe the 
Siicfed VoluMje^by a eomparison with tbenioJem inau- 
ticr« itiid emtoma of the Hiisdooy, rradmg the imprest- 
rug interview between AbrahatnV servant and Ih^bceca 
nt'tlie gate of Nahor to an imelligctit ualivLv when she 
came to that passage where the virgin w^ent down to 
the well with her pi teller upon her shoulder, her at¬ 
tentive friend efxclainrcd, -^lladam, that woman was 
of high ctsste !** this he implied from the drctiriistaucc 
of carrying the pitcher upon her flhoiildcr,. and not on 
her head. Some of the highest elosses ujuoug the 
Brahmins do the same. 

The Guaerat vilLigers are not without their amuse¬ 
ments, being often visited hy travelling comedians, 
who eshibit puppet shows and act historical phiys T>y 
these niiniiitujre performers vvitli laughable efi'eei. 
Musicians, dancing girls,, singing men and %vomen^ 
oeea^ioiially hegiiilc an idle hour; jugglers iihd wrcaf- 
lets pt^rfoirn c^traorflinary feats of agility and ileiglit 
of liEmd; dancing hear^, irickisli goats and ijjonke^vSf 
are also carried about for atutx^cnicnb 

Sneh was the peaccfid state of GuKerat, touring the 
war this pleasing pictiji'e was sutlly reversed; the vil¬ 
lages were deserted anrf destroyed, the hiirvesta reaped 
liy Lawless marauders, ruJ not a passenger to l>c seen 
on the puhlic rojids: the cattle lliat bad esrapefi the 
armies,, were tlriveu for proiection under the walls of 
where the peasants were promiscuously htiddled 
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together in femitiD and wretclicdnefla of Hv^tj descrip" 
tion: TIjc melimcdioljr siniHtion of the Guiemi pea- 
fiunts is potbetically pictured in tlie attack of the Mi- 
dianrtes and tlic Amalckitcs ngainat the Ifiraeliica- 
“ They raunc up with thdr cattle, ahd their tetitB, and 
they came us {rmsshoppers for mnltitude; for both they 
and their caiuela were withont number, and they cn* 
tercS into the btid to destroy it. The highways were 
□noccnpietl, and the travellers walked through by¬ 
ways; the inhabitants of the village* ceased. And be¬ 
cause of the Midianites, the children of L*nicl made 
them the den* which are in the nionntairw, and caves, 
and strongholds. And «□ it waa, when Isme) had 
sown, that the Midianites cwuc np, and the Amalc- 
kites, and the childreti of the cast, even they came up 
against them } and they encamped against them, and 
destroyed the inerease of the earth, nud left no eiistcn- 
ance for Israel, neither sheep, nor ox, nor ass, —Judges 
ch. V. ver. 6, 7; ch. vi. ver. 

We inarehetl next to Hyderabad, where we were 
once more suddenly interrupted by the confederate 
army, who bad fcketi the advantage of a commanding 
situation to renew the uitatk ? in about two hours we 
again repuhed them wiili great loss, few in the English 
line were killed or wounded, but oiir oUie* sudertd 
consideraLly, the enemy directing their principal fire 
to thill rjoArtcr where Eagoljah, on n stale eleplutnt, 
displayed tlie imperial standanL At the commence¬ 
ment of the action I happened to Ix^ within ii few 
yards of the peshwa, and boding myself in the imme¬ 
diate line of fire, took shelter under a large mango- 
tree, with a great number of his troops who ought to 
have been better employed. The shot failing thick 
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among ua, I eudeaTOured to Have my hcaJ by stiUidJog 
under a large arm of tbe tree, iny body beftig perfectly 
secured by tbe^resSiirti of the crowdi I hatl not long 
enjoyed its protection when a cannon ball struck the 
brai/eli, and fibivored it over os. Nothing could es- 
injed tbe panic of the motley group by which I wiw 
surrounded; llngobuli at the some instant alighting 
from his elephant increased their coicitermitiim,*‘and 
caused them to l«:ur away like a flood, by which J wus 
twried u considerable distance, without touching the 
grounil, among wounded horses, elepfiants, camels, and 
oxen, sffl ranoing off in an indcscribuble confusion of 
dreadful yells, furious hot blasts, and clouds of burning 
sand. The enemy now advanced so near the Britiali 
iine that our grape-shot and wipquetry did great exc- 
cutffen, and some shells bursting among their cavalry 
compelled them to nuikc a hasty and confused retrea^ 
a deep narrow river dividing the aimics saved their 
guns. 

Exclusive of those who fell in action, the buttle of 
Hvderabad was attended by many catastrophes on the 
parr of our allies. While I was uqdcr the m mi go- 
tree a canaon-hiUl torflP7.ofl'^he horns of aji ox, and 
iiaother, in passing a young woman suckling her infant 
within a few yards of me, cairied it from her breast. 
During the eugngetnent at Hossahuee, sitting with tbe 
suigeou-major nndcr a banian-tree, at the portico of a 
Hind no temple, anxious to know the proceedings on 
the held of battle, we desired one of the pahmquin- 
bcarers to mount on a high branch, and give ua infor¬ 
mations he did so, and w'hlle making tiis report a 
canuon-ball took off his head; the body falling at our 
feet occasioned a precipitate retreat within the wallt'of 
the temple. 
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Fiodliig the Miemf retreated after every eugoge- 
ment, aiid cootmucil near enough to uiolc.'t ua 
and cut off our Bupplics; knowing aim that harassed 
£aropean infantry 'n-ere incapable of punramg flying 
cavalrvt and that our Mahratta allies would never ad¬ 
vance half a inile from the British line i Ilsigobab as- 
setnhled his prindpad generals and the CngUsh com- 
miinder to a council of war in the durbar tent, when 
it was determined no longer to follow the enet4y in 
the northern parts «f Guzerat, but to pcneiratr irito 
tlu; Deccan without delay, aiad endeavour by iiiiick 
marches to reach Pootmh, the Malinitta cajiitid, before 

the setting in of the ruins. 

Many of us regretted Uie intended tiiarell to. the 
sQuiljern districts without seeing the imperial e^ of 
ALrnt^ahad, celebrated iti oriental history iis the 
^^Bpcasiotuil residence of the Alogul cuiperors, and still 
indicutiug many splendid Tcmuins of undent gran¬ 
deur. Eh'prived of tliis gratificuiion, we commenced 
our march southwards, ttfU'ards Ncriiidt lUitucht^ 
fiurtii's of the enemy’* cavalry hovered near us, and 
endeavoured to petard our progress, but were always 
repulsed with little loss gu o# side. Tl^y h.id not 
yet encnmjHjd in the country through which our 
route now by. We tiiereCore found its natural jjcitu- 
lies nndiiiiinishcd; and although dohdent in pictu- 
rrstjue inctjuality of hill and dale, it was covered 
with enclosures higidy cultivated, rich groves, iind 
extensive lakes, ulmmnling with game ; hares and 
partridges being often oinght close to the tents. On 
Ending us taking a soiirhcm direction the enemy 
sent detachments to bum the villages and proven- 
ddl^imd to drain the wells and bkes t so that oil the 
cottages around Us were in flames, and the smoke 
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of distant towns and hamlets iifdicated thdr farther 
raviiges. 

To sec this brtiatiriil and fertile coimtr)' destroyed, 
and its miserable inhahitaiiti} compelled to iljr to foreign 
states for protection, added a poifmancy to other 
distiessc*. Tlie calamities of war full heavily on the 
Indhm peasantry: the coUectora hi those despotic 
gcivenunents make no aliatcnients of rent nor attend 
to ig|»r*jnonstranco: nothing remains for the yretcUed 
far^S^ but the cruel alternative of flight or punishment. 

'W’omnTcbed to Ncriad through a continuation of the 
lovck cotuntry just mentioned. This city was the eapit^ 
of cindaKow.nticle to Govind Row^onl of Ragobahs 
prinpijial partisans, then with hb army at the head of 
eight thousand cavalry; Conda Row liad also pro* 
Diiaed to join his standard with a consideraljlc forccj 
hut uniting with his other Uirphew, Fatty Sthog, oi^ 
of the most powerful^diicf^ns in Gozetat, they went 
over totlic opposite party, and fought for them dtinng 

the whole oompnign. ^ 

These princes were idl styled Guickwar, in addition to 
their fimiily name, as Putty SSiiig Row Gmekwar, 
Govind Row Goicfcwailjinud Conda Row Gmekwar; 
the word literally means a cow-kcopcr, wyeh, although 
a hrw employment in genenal, Ims, in this Doble family 
among the Hirifloos, wdio venerate that aniraiU, become 
a title of great importance. 

Ncriod being the principal town bdonging to Conda 
Row, who had joined in all Futty Sihng s mAPhina- 
tions against Rjigohah, he determined to ^vc it up to 
pillage^ or hwj a contribution from the mhahitants. 
Hub city is one of the prettiest in Guzemt, nearly 
three miles in drcumrcrence, fortified in the eus|to 


276 


APP ROACH TO NF.HIAD, 


ninniicr vitt a s%bt ’ttnU danked by round towers nt 
irregulai? distnnCTs j it lias nine airotig gate#, and a 
dry ditch roond the walls: in the seventeentb eentury 
it was a place of great trade, frequented by ibe Ei^lisU 
and Dutch nictrhontH, and now contained about twelve 
thousand farailtefl, chiefly employed in fabricating ilie 
finest bafitas, and other cotton mnnofactures : they also 
cut and polish the sprig stones &om Copperwange, in 



they were settled. The confederate army only left 
Ncriad the day before oor arrival, and were then 
encamped within ten miles, waiting our movements. 
We pitched our tflnts thp walls among rich 



Rogoliah, rOQsidcTjng Conda Row's delinquency, 
was thought to have been vary moderate in levying a 
contribution of only sixty thousand rupees on the 
inhabitants of Ncriad; which, os nsuttl, they refused to 



compUanec. Each caste was assessed according 
to its W'caltk and number; but sotnc.sects of Bruhmins, 
and ii^Tery peculiar tribe of people culled Bhauts, 
ctuinicd an established privilege of being exempted 
from every kind of tax and imposition. 

HieBlmuts reside chiefly in the province of Gnzemt) 
but.irc not unknown in other parts of India j like the 
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TrouJjadoura ami minstrels iu Europe in tlic days of 
chimlrvv they Bectii chiefly occupied in repeating 
verses of tlicit own composition, or sclecdona from 
the niythological legends of the Hindoos; they chant 
their verecs in a style peculiar to themselves, not 
unpleasing to a stranger, ns the modulation of the 
voice, aud an energetic graceful action, give eflect to 
the poetry; which, like ihe old ballads in Etlfope, is 
either to praise some renowned warrior, commemorate 
a victory, record a tragical event, or panegyrise a 
}>rc9cnt object. The Hindoo rajahs and Mahratta 
chieftains have generally a Blmut in their family, who 
attends them on pubUe occasions, imd visits of cere¬ 
mony} during these processions he loudly sounds 
their praise, and proclaims their titles m hyjierbolical 
and figurative langnnge. 

Ahhough thU is the usual occopation of the Bhants, 
many of them haye another itiode of living; they 
offer themselves as fccurity tO' the different govem- 
ioents for paymcnlf of their revenue, mid the gO(^ 
beliaWour of the zemindara^putcls, and public 
farmers: they also bccouie guarantees for treaties 
between rival priHces,%nd the i>erfonnancc of-bonds 
hy individuals. No security is esteemed so binding or 
sacred as that of a Bhaut, because, on failure of the 
obligation, he proceedl to the bouse of the offending 
party, and in his presence destroys cither himself or 
one of his famUy, imprecating the most dreadful 
Tejigcanee of the gmls .on the head of him who had 
compelled them to shed their hlood.^ This is deemed 
a. dire catastrophe; as the Hindoos are taught to 
believe that the Bhaut s life, to which a superetitious 
VC Deration is attached, over and above iheir cboimon 
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horror of bloodshed, will be ilemaodcd from the 
a{:£|Te9sor by Jin offunded deity j it is therefore 
iiiiijj^mEiioD for fio obHgfltian to tc broken where a 
Bbaut simnds iecunty. 

For this rc^poiisihility the Bhaut^ recoTe m 
oimnnl itipend from the dUtricts, Tillage, or individnid 
they giuiTHoteo % they sign their name and place 
of abode to the agreement, but instead of iillixiijg their 
«eal, m cnstouiiirTr^ aniong^ the other tribes, they draw 
the figurti of the eatami, or dagger, their mmal iietirn- 
meot of death. 

iVltlKJiLgU the Bhauts possess bmdud property, and 
cidtiTnle it by the tribes cmploj cd in agri^Ldturc, ns a 
privileged umcr tliey arc exempted from tiixesi and 
c^'cry attempt to levy an assesfiineni is succeeded by 
the 7Wojtffiijffi^most hom mode of miirdering them¬ 
selves and E^uch other: this, from invariable custom, it 
is atisoluieiy ineiuidimt upiou them to do; for wTre 
they voluntarily to submit iq *my; imposition, those of 
ilietr own trihe in other pkci^^oulS refuse to eat with 
them, or to interman^f with their family; they there¬ 
fore prefer a vohnigiry death to this state of ignouiiny 
and exeommonicatiott. 

Many ihniilics of tliis tribe resided in Neriad, from 
wbence they tnivelled w licn wnnted odicially, and were 
always oon&idered iu a most riSpectable part of the 
community. As this city liad been twice assessed and 
pluudrr^’d in the three preceding months, Rogobahs 
JinpositiDn reduced the Iniiubitanis to tbe greatest 
chstress. The nio^it iiielancboly scenes occurred in 
everj^ ijiiartcr, of famnlies detivering op their laiit 
mitCj and houses robtied of every moveable to an- 
swef^their proportion of the tax: if insutliiucnt^ the 
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wrctclied ownt'Js, suipp«i of doihes and necessaries, 
’were left in nakedness and poverty ; or, under pre- 
tente of sfcrcting valuables tbcj never posseaH^, tor¬ 
tures were iuBieled with iiietxilcw rigour* So com- 
10on are these executions among the Mahrattus, 
dmt our aUJt‘s thought nothing of tlie cmelrica in 
Ncrind. Britons were not bo unconemied, their 
generous bosoms glowed with tndtgnatlon nguinst 
such wont on oppression: but all remonsttance* were 


vain. 


When these cruelties imd the refusal of thcBhauts 
tdrpay tlie tax were repotted in the English camp, 
the cuimimading olHi?cr sent the brigade-niajor pri- 
vutdv into the town, to convene the ptiDapal Bhants. 
and ilsaure them if they discharged theiyuota iiuietlj, 
they might rdy upon protertion, since^ 
the neciUv of the measure. The hi^da ot the tr.be 
iaformed -the ofli^ ih^ wert able to pay ...ore 
that! wsw demandi&i^' other mode, hut .f ^go- 
|,;th persisted in c<®pi_^ry ussessmiut, they should 

prefer death to submission. * 

These humane muiowsinmees and pcnnias.01,9 prov¬ 
ing iiieffeetiud, «..d liagohah continuing nu xomhle, 
the whole tribe of Bl.aut,s women, and chdd^m, 
repaired to an open sisiee in the eiiy. armed wttU dag- 

gem, and with a loud voice proclanijcd a dreadful s^ri- 

fiee. They Once wore prayed for an e.tcmptioil,whic 
being refused, they rushed furiously U| 50 n each other, 
and "ft cotisiderahle number penshed heferc our 
ustonUhtd troops e<mU disarm tlieiu. One n^, 
more cool and ddibemte than tlic rest, brought Ina 
family to the nroa t«fore the durbar; it coi^stcdof 
two younger brothers, and u beautiful sister, all under 
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eighteen 7 <airs of age; lie first stabbed the uare- 
gistiDg ilanisel to the hiiiirt, instantlj plung^^d the 
dagger ioto the breast of one brother, and despe¬ 
rately wounded the other before he could be pre- 
venttd; iDdecMl the whole horrid deed was ici a misri*' 
ncr (mumtaneoiia. 1 afterwurda heard this iiiiin boast 
of having sacrificed his father a few months before, 
in the gJorioua cause for which he had now become 
a fratricide* 

A particnlar set of Brahmins clalnicd the same 
privilege of exemption : on being rdused, they like¬ 
wise vowed revenge; but acting more wisely than 
the Bhauts^ they porchased two aged matrona of the 
same caste^ who having performed the duties of life, 
were now past the enjoyment of ha pleiisures, and 
cjiiietly snbmitted to the Bacrifice* These *mcicnt 
ladies were sold by their daughters for forty rupees 
cnchj to enable them to defray the expense incurred 
by the fiinenil ceremonies, 0 % which the Indians all 
lay a great stress. The victiYns y^re then conducted 
to the tnarkel^fdacCj where the Bralimins, ndling 
aloud for vengt^cc^ dispatched tliem to another 
state of tninsiiiigration. After these sacrifices neither 
Brahmins nor Bbauts thought it any disgrace to pay 
their share of the imposition, Wliut an anomaly la 
somctinica found in the human ctiHractcrj and what 
n deviation from the general system docs tbe con¬ 
duct of these people exhibit 1 

The Neriad asaesaiucnt being at length collected, 
on the Hth of May we left that ill-fated city, and 
marched towards the river My hi* During our pro¬ 
gress the ciiemy^fi advanced cavalry burnt every vil¬ 
lage on the road, destroyed the forage, and as far 
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as possible cxliaustecJ the tanks anil v,‘ellfl; their 
whole iirin^ came twice imciqjeetedly npoii us, Imt 
were repulsed w illi loss. It was sometimes rqtortcd 
that they poisoned the wells and tiinks, ns well ns 
burnt the villnges ftnd com-ricks : the latter wc daily 
witiiesscfl, hut I do not reirollect an instance of the 
former more than once, and then it appeared doiiht- 
fid. To our tiunierous army and catnp-follow'ers that 
step would huTc been of liide cousequenee, unless 
thev could bare produced deleterious eflects on nn 
extensive lake : since, ns nlready observed, nothing less 
could satisfy iw for more than one night; brooks at 
this kite season were dried up, and we net'er alloweil 
them time to after the course of a river, ns is 
sometimes praelisetl. Hezekinh, on the apJiro;«'li of 
the AssTrian nrmy to Jenisalcm, took counsel with 
htH princes and miglity men to stop the winters of 
the fountains which were without the city, and the 
brook that mti thro^Wtbp midst of the land. Baby¬ 
lon was taken by tumitig the course of the Euphrates; 
and many modem oriental cities would easily fell by 
die suine menm. 

Ot> the iSth ive reached the plaiuH of Arras, the 
spot w hich had been so fatal to Kagobah in his last 
battle with the minlstcriid army, before the English 
junction: there; in conformity to the Hindoo super¬ 
stition of omens, astrological calculations, and Brah- 
itiiuical predictions, die enemy resolved once more 
to iiy their fortune in a general nctioti. Most of 
the Indians firmly believe in omens, whether from 
cows, birds, or accidental circumstances; ignorant and 
superstitious, the Brahmins and Mullahs encourage 
such a disposirioD, and make their advantage of it. 
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Tbe practice of astrology Uaa prevailed io a greater 
or IcM degree among most nations unenliglitcneil 
by Chriatiiiniiy. Stetonms nicntiijns tlic army of 
ViicUliis to linvc been diri^let! by ttic flight of on 
coglc iii the way they were to niiucJi, “ Pricitiiiso 
Bgmini IkIujii cretiit anapiciiini j siqnidcni a parte 
destra repente afinila advobivit: iusfratisquc sigiiiB, 
ingn-sicft viaiii Hrnsim antcecsstt ” Hompr ahoutitl^. 
in omcna; the Jews were continually requiring signs 
and tokens, and positively ordered to place no confi¬ 
dence in diyinera, nor to hearken to drcaineru. 

BogobaL and tlic BroLminB who atirroundcd liiiit, 
wen: Kiraie of tlic prevailing opiiiitjp in the enemy's 
ctmtp;' they donhtlesa performed many prayers and 
ceremonies to avert the faUd conswptencei, btit we 
had reason to suppose they placed greater coi^- 
dence in British valour, superior tactics, and fonmd- 
ahlc artillery: still it was unpicftsant aa well m incon¬ 
venient to act itnder such a wpid'stiuona prince. A 
few day^ before our arrival ntj^criad, the enemy on a 
particular occasion sent a herald under a (big of truce 
to Rapobflh, and at tlie same time the officer who nc- 
eorapanied him informed the colonel, that if we (the 
English) would qtut their guns, they would be more 
upon a pur with each other, and it would shew a more 
generoici coutnge; or, if we selected a chanipion from 
our fwtivSj they would appoint another from tliejrs to 
meet him, und decide ihc event of the war by single 
combat; but that tho e fleets of our grapc-sliot ami 
shells wcPB unfair and crncl. 

On entering the plams of Arras wc perceived the 
cDemy ad'i’anctng in two divisions, who soon roin- 
menecd a ennnonade on the rear, where Ragobali was 
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»eatod on his state cirpliunt: his hodv guard, at Bts 
particular requcal, bad he^ii thta <luy atnuugly' rt-in- 
forecd from the English detachment. Our tine imioe- 
diatcly formed, “ t'drth^r rcinfiUTf m«it of itjfaiilrj- 
was ordcrcil to thigciljah'fl aasistiince, but uo aniltery ; 
the field pieces remained with the linci and kept up u 
heavy fire till the enemy's ennnon were silenced, and 
their canilry dispersed witii considcnible toss. Th« 
colonel having freqiieutly told Bogolmh that he would 
attack the enctny s guns whenever tli^ brought them 
on a phdu wTthout separation of n river, now gave 
orders for a strong potty to advance and take ihcui. 
The detachment was inmiRdiatdy formed, and ad- 
\unecd with Capthins Myers and Serle at the head of 
their compaDies of Enrajwon infimtry, and a strong 
party of sepop* The enemy on observing our inten¬ 
tion returned at fall speed with thdr ortillcryi and 
threw in a large body of cavalry between mir advanced 
party and their giiiis^ vi^Jio twice charged the British 
detachment with greaf impetuosity: they were re¬ 
pulsed and fled. At this lime another large body of 
emulry, with several war elephants^ penetnOed between 
our udi'nnced party and the British line, who declaring 
themselves Ra^q^tth's pattizans, were permitted to 
approach nnmolcstwl; esiieeiony as their assertions 
were coiihrnicd by Hurra Punt, an officer of rank in 
his army. Here we were fatally deceived, and Harm 
Punt proved a traitor! Several among our allies 
overheard this iufanious man calling on the enemy to 
seize the opportunity of striking a dcclsivo blow, by 
cutting off the advanced division; in conscqucnec, they 
commenced a vigorous attack, and nearly surrounded 
them by iheir elephants and cavalry. Our brave fd- 
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lows rejmlflod tbem galLintly in front nnd rear; many 
w'cre I’lit to picceSj among tbcm Captains IVIycrs and 
Serlc t when, by some un account aide mistake of tlic 
olliccr who then took tlie command, ilie grcnadieni 
facing to the right ubont, to change their gronnd, 
commenced a retreat; the other Enropeans und ae* 
pnys followed their example. Cnforttmately, at this 
dme a tnmhril of shells belonging to the howitzer, 
pierced by a rocket, blow up, and added to the genend 
itmfiiaion. Although our men retired with precipita- 
ticii), they presen-ed some order until they reached an 
iriipenetrahlics hedge of the tho’rtiy niilk-hushi here 
they entirely broke their ranks, and leaving a field- 
piece in the hands of the enemy, endeavoured to push 
thmugh the formidable harrier, though repeatedly or¬ 
dered bv the surviving ofllccra to fonii. Another body 
now advanced against this devoted detachment; their 
officers in vain endeavoured to rally them, and fell a 
sacrifice. The enemy pursued the fugitives to the 
advancing British line, which now recommenced a 
brisk' tire; onr grape-shot and shells at length drove 
off the whole confederate army, and wc remained 
masters of the field, TJie brigade major witb a com¬ 
pany of grenadiers had previously retaken the field- 
piece i the tmnbril of ammunition was lost in the 
explosion. 

Th8 engagement lasted near four hours.* Situated 
as we were with respect to Eurojicans, the victory was 
dearly purebaied ; out of fifteen British officers in the 
advnnct^ division, Mven were killed and four w’onndeci, 
besides a great many native officers and two hundred 
sepoys; we also bad to lament eighty Europeans 
killed and missing, mostly gretiadiers. The officers 
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5it that unrurLiiiMie cn^\h arpkiriiti.»d fmiii llie Ujhs ami. 
duiiL'rtfd by tlieir bravtilj fell ill Uit^ hvd of 

iionour^ I hail betn ran versing viHth most of the in 
during ?bt moiling inarch^ nod in the ovraiug 
calk'd to biiry them in a large pit with their ntifortu- 
Hate cojjjmde* A field of battle is indeed a seeiie of 
horror! 

Fur duel Debtee line bit dead cliaps vrfEh’HlFirip 
Tfie 4wprd^oF ijoldien are hii ceeth, bis fsogr ■ 

Aiiil »nw he Teiuti^ muutliiisg tlie ifeih of men. 

In undetertiiiri'Ll ilidereiice# af kingi T* 

^HAKRiVKShT.. 

Ill ibc buttle of Arras the eon fed crate* lost ii^cveral 
pn[Kri|>al officers^ and tipwanU of a tliousand men, 
with a tillmher of borses and elephants ^ uiiinj' of tbe 
Mabrattas fell iii attempting to tarry oft' tbc killed 
iiXid wouiided^ an act of bauiaaity to wbich they pay 
the greatest attention. They seldom leave a body on 
the field, and venture ahoost to tbe Eimiion^s moutlip 
nither than snfii r the remains of & friend to be ex¬ 
posed: out of the number kilbid in this action only 
seven bodies were found after their retreat. 

, The dreadful scenes on tbe field of battle before the 
se|ndiure of oar ibe removal of tlie woundwl, 

together wilh the groans of elrpbajjts, canjeLs, horses, 
and oxen, expiring by hiindreibi unitc-^d to ilie tiolst' 
of viiUttres, and screnins of other mvenmis birds ho¬ 
vering over them, realiittid tlie sublime iiivitarioii in 
Surred Writ for the birds of prey to come to the 
of death- “ (Topic, and gather yoiirseJves lo^ether, 
that ve imty ejit ibe llesh of kings, and the flesh ol 
raptains, atnJ ibr flesh of mighty mcrip and the flcsli 
VOL- I. 2 r 
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of borsM, and of tbcm Llmt sit on them, both small 
and great."—Revelation, eh. xix, veT, 18 . 

The traitor Hurra Pont, a'bo betrayed our unfortu¬ 
nate dctiuhmcnt into Oic enemy a hands, was puukhed 
aa his infamous conduct descn'cd; n grenadier sepoy 
of the British line pulled him from his borne, and 
Ragabah’a Arabs, wbo bad suffered severcly by his 
treachery, cut him to pieces. 

We continued sevcml hours on the field of buttle, 
assisting the wounded, and burying the dead: the heat 
was intense, and the plains of Arras not affording a 
drop of water, we j^roceeded towards the banks of the 
hlyhi; but, unable to reach that noble river, we en- 
cainped at Bettassce, a good village, where providen¬ 
tially meeting with some large wells, and a tank not 
quite exhausted, we remained the next day to perform 
the necessary amputations, and admituster such com¬ 
fort as we could to the sick and woutided; our flying 
hospital now consisting of more thim four hondred 
patients, most of them in violent fevers in consequence 
of the extreme heat, and the wounds received, in the 
battle of Arras. 

About this time Ragobah, or rather Ragonath Row, 
as peshwa of the Maliratta empire, signed a phirmaun, 
or grant, by which he engaged himself to pay the 
English detachment under colonel Keating employed 
in his service, the sum of thirty laca of rupees on hia 
arrival at Poonob, and re-cstablisbment in the govern¬ 
ment of tbe Mabratta empire; specifying that this do¬ 
nation is intended in lieu of plunder, prize-money, 
and oil demands of that kind. This is a usual method 
of rccompetiHitig European troopH for their services 
to the Indian princes. 
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Tbc folJowing morning we erosSL^ the Mjrlii ut the 
pass of Fazal-poor : on approaching the hanks, we 
founil the ground full of holW ways, ami jaTiues two 
or three hundred feet deep; the stcciJ hanks were bare 
of trees, hut covered willi prickly Imshcs. The cclo- 
hrated pass at Fazahpoor is a deep narrow defile# 
w'hcrc only one of our baggage carts, exceeding four 
hundred in number, could proceed at a time, on a very 
IndiHerenl road ; here the eneiny might have annoyed 
us, but wc were suffered to pass unmolested^ nie bed 
of the river is there about four hundred yards broad, 
but the pdlucid stream, running over a silver sand and 
shells, does not exceed fifty at that advanced flE-aaon, 

At sun-set the English detachment, artillery and 
Stores, had all safely crossed the Myhi ; we encamped 
on the southern bsmks, and early the ocit morning 
inarched towards Bnroehe, where it was intended to 
lialt a few days, to obtain a supply of money, ammu¬ 
nition, and stores, and to send the sick and wounded to 
the hospital. On leaving Fazai poor, we proceeded 
through a eontinuiitiou of deep defiles, and almost sub¬ 
terraneous passes, for tw'o miJes t from whence we en¬ 
tered a cnltiviitcd plain, iti the OrOEl^ Purgnnna, 
which having hitherto escaped the ravages of war, pre^ 
aented a perfect garden. 

Near a village called Seiasce Contra, I left the line 
of inarch, to sketch a remarkable' building, which 
formed an oblong stjuare of two hundred feet by fifty; 
the walls were low, and a smnU dome at each comer 
gave it the apjiearaitcc of a hlfdiotnedan maiisolcuni. 
On a nearer approach, 1 discovered it to be a well of 
very superior workmanship; of that kind which the 
natives call B/muree, or.^/fou/ee .* the portal was de- 
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gant, th*! roof bopportt-d by jiUiaif;, each a aingle jitonc, 
twelve feet high;-tills led to a flight of'ii biuidred 
iuid tweniy atejm, of hewn stone, tcmiinuting at a re¬ 
servoir of lint! water; the space Irotn the fountain to 
the portal, the perjiendicular height of these noble 
Stairs, was oniainented with six tiers of pillars, of an 
elegant order,each tier siijiportitig large «tones across the 
hreadth; these columns were likewise composed of a 
single stone twelve feet high, the base, abaft, and capital 
well proportioned. These two rows of pillars, and two 
of pilusttrs, corresponding on the side walls, formed 
three magnificent avenues to the fountain at the bottom, 
and produced a good effect frorn the diffcrcDt rcstlng- 
plarea, which were adorned with niches, and a profu¬ 
sion of curvcul-work ; the cross stone on the uppermost 
tier was richly scalpturcd, and contained an inscrip¬ 
tion, which I did not stay to copy, as several detached 
parties from the fortress of Faial-poor hovered ne<ir ii», 
in the rear. 

A Malirattii general assured uic this reservoir cost 
fifteen lacs of rupees, or one hundred anti eighty thou¬ 
sand pounds sjprlmg; which is not rniprobuble, W'hen 
it is known that tn the Guzerat province, in the sfiace of 
several hundred si|iiare miles together, not a stone is 
to he ijict pith i w'C must also recollect the ibriuer 
wealth of Gnzerat, and the esccution of the work^ 
when the price of labour was ironiparaiivcly mffiiig. 1 
hsve already mentioned the cncouiiutus hivished on 
BtH'h public henefiictors hy sacred and profane w'ritcfs: 
to construct a Bhouree of this kind estuhlubcs the 
founder's fame throughout Plindosiun. 

About two o’clock we encamped near Failrab, a 
largf; town in the Brodeni ^irgunna, dcfcndetl by a 
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brirk will! iind irrognlnr toners; Uoxisen are well 
built, the town populou^ sind tbp surroniidlng county 
itighlv coltivntcd. The Brodcni district ia one of tbe 
richest io Uviati TAij the Imd divided into cxtcnsii^ cn- 
cloHiitvs, tlir hedges ndornrd with OHingo and tamarind 
trees: the latter^ then in fresh viTrdiirc and full bloom, 
diffiised u fragrant odonr, niifl uflVirdetl a reftf'shing 
shade. TIil- banian trees near Padrah, from their 
nmaring size, appeared coeval with the Delogt^, and 
formed u ttitiopy for our troops linpcrvtoua to the tiie- 
ridian siin ; they were filled with monkeys, squirrels, 
and jwacocks, all favoured iind protected by the Hin¬ 
doos. The country abounded with antelopes, ilerr, 
hares, porciiplm's, partridges, and quails; the lakes and 
rivers weft- covered with water-fowl; few encampments 
could be more dclicioiis. 

The following morning we iimn hed ten mites to the 
hanks of the I>Ihfier. Crossing the rivi:r at the pass 
of Maun-poor, we pitched our rents in a shady spot on 
tilt! south side of the river, and fnimd the plains adorned 
liy a beautiful species of the mimosa, covered with fra¬ 
grant blossfnns of rose-colour aad yellow ; also a thorn, 
hearing a r«l flower, snrcecded by a smaU plum vary- 
ing in rinti! of green, pink, blooming lilac, nnd dark 

On the 25 til we marched towards Biiroche, through 
the Ahmood districts, generally a rich black earth, fa¬ 
vourable to cotton, jntirrcc, and many valuable pri^ 
diirtlons: the Brodcra Purgunna was mostly ft light 
reddish soil, very productive. The next day w« en¬ 
tered the Baroche Piirgnntia, belonging to the 
English ; it is extensive and productive: die soil in 
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(liffcrotit piirts partftkijig of the Alimood and Brodi'ra 
distrielB, reseitiblcB lliem in c^pa. 

No enemy having been there, we found the country 
in tfic highest style of eu!tivati6n, the inhabitatits 
peaceable and happy 5 the villages, selilom more than 
two miles from each other, eontaiticd from fifty to a 
hundrcfl cottages, with a tank, and one or two public 
wclla. Tlic white dome of a Hindoo temple, or a 
Mahomedan minaret rising among the mango luid 
tamarind trecB, added to the general beauty. They arc 
usually planted when the village U built, and in a few 
years'^rm a useful and ornamental grove; where the 
women spin, and the weavers fabricate cotton cloth of 
every fcstiirc, from coarse canvas to delicate miUjlin. 
Many other occupations are efirrlt’d on under this 
verdant canopy, 

M'^c encamped for the night at Sourban, one of the 
heat villages in the Biu-oche PiiTgunna. In our march 
thither we passed through the country dcacrJhcd by 
TlicVrnQt in the seventeenth century, iis a wild tract, 
ttoce inhabited by antbropopbagi. That I suppose ad¬ 
mits of a doaht; not so that many parts are at ill in¬ 
fested by tribes of wild men, and most audacious 
robbers, under the names of Gracias, Bheela, Coolies, 
CottieSj and other plunderers ; who, either in gangs or 
individnolly, way-lay tlie traveller. During our so¬ 
journing on the Imnks of the Myhi, Sal>erniatty, and 
other Guzerat rivers, not a night passed In which our 
camp wtis not robbed and plundered by these banditti* 
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VilLie- H«t^Wim.r Q«orte« b ^ S 

Cti3vdjutiuit Bird--Eiiainip«™t ftf Ragob^* ?„ 

SLr-JcL.raey to fclbp«--Ui« »f *!>« !!ltr 

lUgobahV Zenann-Aii Intrigue with E««»t ^,hi. 

™ine« of a Comp m the Rainy Season-Dopl-e.ty and 

canety of the Indiaw-Crnelty of 

^Srotin Chwoetor-Sfry of ««« Pbnoqn.a b^«-_ 

the Wm—^ ubse<iuent tato of Ragobnh. * 

On tUo 27 th of M^y. the 

camntrd near the wttlb of Baroche. and contitmed three 
untiftbeeihof Jnne: thia city thm belonged to the 
Enfilish, and having many fnenda there in the Com- 
n-ufy’fl service, I resided among them during onr stay, 
Kably enjoyed the comforts of domestic Me, after 
f r camiJaign in the hottest season of the year; 

“to" tHtop: *«». I '“l^" "ff- 

inT clothes, or slept out of a palanqmn. 

of NorbodJo, i> tbo ™€oty-.«»ml -l-B"' 
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ni^rth^lutitudi!; ubom forty miles from Surat^ lii.viy 
friiH] CuiidHiy, md twenty-six frucu the entrance of 
river; it is two miles and a half in circiiinfcrcncp, for¬ 
tified 111 the oriental manner with high walls^ per-^ 
font ted for lunsketrf} ancl flanked by towers^ monnted 
with eannon ; there are two principal piteSj and several 
stnaUer outlets: the snbnrbs are extensive and pi>- 
jjulniUj and tlie surrcKundifig country fertile and plea¬ 
sant p Baroche^ from its natnml si mat ion and strcn^Ii 
of the worksj may, for an Asiatic city, be dccined a 
ftinuidalile fortress, and cost the English some loss 
and much tronble co lake it from tke nabob Jo 1772: 
from'jvhith time until 1783 Jt remained in the Com¬ 
pany's jKisscssion. 

The ancient history of Biiroclie is of litlU; con- 
scrjncnccHnior can I trmre its origin; it is with greiit 
reason supposed to have been the Bsirygaza of Ptolejiiy* 
It formerly belonged to Uie Hindoos, hnt w^hcti the 
MahomcfLms com^uered Guzerat^ and snlidiied Ahnio 
dabad, Caiiiliay^r niid Surat, Barcjehc slmrc^d a similar 
fate* Fram^hat |iericMl, until t^iken by die EngHsb, 
ii was governed by a nabob j first as a dclEgute from 
the Greut Mogul, and then by usurped authority as an 
independent prince: alrbongh the Mahraffa chfefmmi 
of Brodera coin]>ri)ed the naboha nt different limes to 
assign over six tenths of the Baroehe revenue: winch 
were then paid by die Coiiipany to Futty 8ilmg, ihc 
chief of Brodem; the whole revenue jiinoiintcd to six 
lacs of mpecSj upwards of seventy-Jive thousand pounds. 

^ ITie houses iu BarocUe arc built like those at Snmt 
and Cambay; the streets arc generally narrow^ and 
dirty: the durbar, or palace of the late nabobs occupies 
a large range of buildings, ecu^piiindiDg a view of Ihc 
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rivtT. iiij<J a rich coDntry bcyoii<! the southern hanks. 
There were foriticrly several musjids at Barocht*, es- 
pedallv one. raUed hy way of emineiicc the silvef 
mOflt|ne, irituatetl in thr centre of <i large area, contain¬ 
ing fteveral marble lomlw, uniU-r a handsOnie cupola; 
on the west side ia the muBjid, or house of prayer; on 
the south, a small temple enclosed Tfith a lattice, 
covered with thin plates of silver, has obtained this 
digniheci appellatton. There, under velvet canopies, 
arc deposited the remains of the former nabobs of 
Baroehe; the last, after the loss of his ^pital, fled to 
a distant country, and fell a sacrifice to his rriisfortuncs. 
General Wedderhume, eominandcr-iQ-chief of the 
Bombay forces, whs killed during the siege; a tomb 
is erected to his memory near the nap-BTafl" tower. In 
the vicinity of Baroehe are several other 41 lapidated 
mosques and niausolcumH, panJcnlarly one colled 
Bawhran, on an extensive scale. The nafioh's gardenn 
withont the walla, nearly a mile in ciremnfercQce, arc 
laid out with some taste; they eontaiti several summer 
jwviliotis, fountains, and canals, with abundance ,of 
oriental fruits and flowera. 

Situated in n fertile pTOviuce, this city is well supidied 
with provisions ; fine tnutton, kid. ami ponltry, at 
very ri’ftsonahle rates; with vemson, gHine, wiJil fowl, 
anti plenty of fruits and vegetables; the river Ner- 
budda, wbich washes tlie soulhem walls, ahonods w ith 
enrp and other fish. 

BaFoclm has always been a place of considerable 
trade ; very extensive eottoii manufacttires arc conned 
on there, and large consignments of raw cotton from 
the adjoining districts are exporti-cl in boats to Snrat 
and Bombay, to be -bipped for t'hina iuid dilTiirent 
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parts of rndin ; as, fWini the dangerous navigation in 
the gulf of Canihay, few lai^e vessels vcnlure up 
fiigltcr tfattJl Surat. 

The Nerbudtlii rises in the mountains far to the 
north-east t it is* esteemed one of the sacred streams of 
the Hindoos, and throaghout the whole day the 
women of Batoche arc bathing in the river, witliout 
being at all abashed by spectators, though no females 
are more modest than the Hindoos ; they shift their 
garmcntH, consisting of a single drapery, elegantly 
folded, in the .iMOst mtpeditlona manner, without the 
least.offence to decency* Ciistoni reconciles every 
thing ; and not a spark of jeidousy enters the breast of 
a Brahmin pr Banian husband, when he sees his wife 
bathiug in the same stream with a hundred of the 
opposite 9f«. Besides the flowery sacrifices dally 
offered to the gods of the Nerbuddn, there arc solemn 
rites at stated periods ; about once in forty years, as 
regulated by astrological calcolations in the B rah mi¬ 
ni^ calendm, a' grand jatterah, or festi val, is celebrated 
on its banks, to which pilgrims resort from all parts 
of Hindostan f every Hindoo who can accomplish the 
jomuicy, is desirous once in hia life to assist at tbia 
Bolemnitv, and anticipates it with os much enthusiasm 
os the xeulous Muaauhnan docs his pilgrimage to the 
snered shrines in Mecca and Medina. 

During our stay at Barochc, great discontent pro* 
vniled in Ragobah's army, which at length produced 
murumrs and remanstrances, occasioned by long arrears 
of pay, and other disapiiointmenta* Gtniod Row 
Guykwiir, one of the Peshwa's principal adherents, 
declared he would not accompany him to Poonah, 
imleas he was put into the possesion of Brodera, hi.-; 
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pntemal inUcritancc. The Arah and Sciadion Infantry 
tiiFtstc-ti omrccemng tht;ir airisara bL-forc they cri^s^ieti 
the Kerbiiddn j a thou-Hund of the foriner, under Mta£, 
marched ont of the camp with raosJe playing and 
coloure flying, and never return^, ‘These sccUtioiw 
caused n chmigc of meaanres in Rogobahs conncl: 
it was now finally resolved to remain in Guaerat dur^ 
ing tlie rainy iMonths, and proceed to Poonah at the 
comnienccinent of the fair acaton. Dhuhoy. a for- 
tificd city about fifty miles from Baroche, was the 
place dejitined for our winter tioartera; accordingly, on 
the eighth of June we marched from Baroehcj along 
the banks of the Nerbmlda, towards thaf place, which 
was then in possession of the enemy. 

Id dot route thither wc passed uear the celebrated 
banian-tree, called Cubbeer-hurr, eighlHsn hund^ 
feet in circamfereticc. as fully descril^^in imolhur 
place. Proceeding from thence by Ranghur, 

and Zinorc, all situated on the loltjrnanks of the 
Nerbudda, the army encamped two ^ightfi in a de- 
' Ughtfid spot not far from the water-side, whence 
the country in every direction presented a chamuag 
picture: to the north and west on extensive cidu- 
vated plain, ohonuding with mango groves and village^ 
on the cast and south the river meandered IjolcUy 
through a fertile and populous champaign, bountled by 
the woody hills and lofty luonntaitw of Rajpipley. 
This hilly tmet belongs to an independent Rajah, 
whose wild domain is situated in the miiUt of tlie 
Mahratta empire. By paying an annual tribute, he 

rcmaitieJ uniuoh'stcd. , . . 

Oiir march pn the tenth was very futigumgi m 
hopes of Hurprisifig iIk enemy, we had not ptirsucd 
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the dir« t roHfl to Dhiiljoj-, Imt foUowcd tlicm towards 
the rms of Bowii-Pecr, where we were inforJiied rl>ey 
Bad cuciiiiiiied. Tlie heat iliia day w^a drciiafaU'tt 
Europejm serjeant waa killed inatatitaneouaty by a 
eoiiti-de-soleil, aSd several iu the ranks wen* recovered, 
with dilTieuUy. The country was still Ijcautifiil. but 
the hot winds »nd Immiug dust which cotitinimUy 
overwhelmed, us, were ati alloy to every pleasure ; iho 
iminense clouds of the latter, occasioilEd hy the motion ‘ 
of three hundml thousand men and wniiniils, in it light 
soil, which for^ eight months had not bi'cn 
hy a single sliowcr, Is mcpnccivahle, nor have I lan¬ 
guage to dtsdribQ.ihe rage of the hot winds. 

This stlltry and fiitigumg manrh brought us in *iie 
evening to ScniUh, a Village in the Zinore Pufgunna, 
the residence of sevenil resjicctable families in the 
tribe of Bhauts. After halting until midnight we 
renewed our march to heat up the cnemyB riiiartcrs at 
the pass of Bow« Peer; where, notwithstanding their 
usual vigilance, we understood from our Hatcarraa and 
spies, ibey were lulled into security, from a aupposirion 
of our having crossed the Nerbuddii at otic of the 
western fords. We marched iu tolerable order hy 
moonlight for two hours; when becoming eatrtmcly 
ihirk, Ragohah’s cavalry continually broke through our 
line, itnd obliged us to halt until day-break; we then 
proceeded to the heights of Ranghar, from whence at 
sunrise we discerned the euemy’s cump, with their 
tents and colours all standing, at three miles di-itance. 
'ITic sight of our advanced guard threw them into tlic 
greatest eonfitsion; they struck (heir ttpta with priv 
cljiitatioii,and filled the bed of the rivgf with ckphaiiLs, 
camels, mid Fiigilivts of every description i their buxiir. 
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<^c'0rtt4] liv sCYt-n llidtisjuid Ctivalry, had ulri^ldy crossed j 
the rest oV the aruiy now followL-d in oil dircetlona. 
The British troops, disregarding heat and fatigue, 
iiurchetl with uktrity, hut were rt tarded by the deep 
fissures and defiles on the htinka af the Nerbudda, 
lasteiid of forming, us nsitfll, and iiuirching towards un 
when we approached their camp, the enemy fled in the 
utmost disorder, and our round and grope hud liut 
iitih effect. 

The hiJt after midnight prevented onr completely 
surprising their camp at day-break, otherwise W'e 
should have made many prisoners, imd found consi^ 
dcralile ji I under ; hut this delay iid'orded an of>portunity 
to tarry od’ their vuluahles, and leave ns little mure 
than some grain and provendei^ It wtis impossible for 
harassed Eiirojiean infantry' and sepoys to pursue flying 
cavalry, nor could vre stimulate RagobJ||j'!( horse to 
follow them, or indeed to advance beyond onr 
guns: a few independent parties took an itdvan- 
tUge of stiU sroullcr troops of the enemy, to bring off 
an elephant, twenty ciimels, two hundred borseH, anda 
great nuinlicr of pack ysen : a detuebuicnt under their 
own lender crossed the river without oniere, and plun* 
dered the rear of the enemy’s ba/ar; but none at- 
teinptcf] to go after the main body, llie only article 
of bootv obtoined by the British troops fell to the lot 
of tlie iirigadc major, who, observing a sepoy with a 
bundle under his iuiu, pursued by a native ofHccr, who 
seemed resolved to sliare the spoil, he rode up just as 
thev opened the pared, which to their snri)riHJ and 
ili^appointim'pt contained a new-horn infant, which 
some tmfurtunawy 11 other had most prolHihly dropped in 
her flight. Both piirti«nio&t willingly eonsigned fhcTr 
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triastuc tu the humanity of ujy fncaJ, wh» imaictU- 
atelv prueured Q for tbc little foiindlinf^. the 

onli irant in a climate when*infanta wear no dmpery. 
At eleven o'clock vc cnuimgcd on the Giiemy a 
.round, on the bmka of the Nerbudda, near the poas 
of Bowa-peer, ^vhich takes its name From a celebrated 
MahomeiLm buried there eight huudrcil year^ 

IjL'foru; bia tomb, covered witli ailk and embroidery, is 
daily strewed with flowers, and niglldj innminatt^ by 
sQiiiinamps; bb cliaracter is so highly estiiuBtcd, that 
Hindoos and Mahomedans approach his sli^ne with 
criiiid reverence. The fakecr who rcaidoit in a sacred 
grove near the tomh. m'd porfonus the stated religious 
ceremonies, informeil os that when Uic enemy first 
diseemed our approach, they threw several of their 
cannon, and a great deal of ammnnltion into the river; 
some of them were taken up by our pioiu-era.. 

Early on the 12th of June we iminhed from Bowa- 
peer towards Dlmboy, twenty miles distant ; the day 
was cloudy, a few showers had cooled the jur, and 
rendered the country dcUghtful. On leaving the 
river wc passed several large villages, ombnsomed m 
^tayts, and aboundiotr with wells, but found the tanks 
eahaosted until we r^ched TTiam-tdow; which takia 
its name from a large reservoir of watery ruL-Ioi^il ivith 
a wall of hewn stone, and surrounded by a noble flight 
of steps, the labour and eiipejibc of former ages. This 
Village humg only six niilca frooi Dhuboy* plttbcd 
oiir tents for the night, with ilie intention of marching 

into Dhuhoy the following morning, to take posscsiaion 

of winter quarters, . 

Tlie shades of evening approiichttd as reacht’d 
the ground, and just as -the encampment was 
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ctnDplct«l, the atmosplicfi? prcvr suddctily dark, the 
hciit opprGiiBivp, anti an nnnsual AtiUness 

presaged the intnicdiiite sctting'*in of the mopsoon. 
The whole appeatjuice of nature reseniLkd those 
sDlcmn prcltidei to carthqnakca and hurricanes in the 
West Indies, from wUith tlie Esiat in general, is provi- 
dentmll}' free. We were allowed very little time for 
conjecture; in a few minnlcs the heavy clouds hurst 
ctvoi' ns 

Wtiii the big Btorec of tteamiDg occditf charg'd," 

I witnessed seventeen monsoons In India, but this 
exceeded them all, in its awful appcatnncfl" and' ilread- 
ful effects. Encamped in a low" situation, on the bor¬ 
ders of a lake formed to collect the aurrountling 
water, we found onrselvca in u few hours in a liquid 
plaitu The tent-pirta giving way, k* ^ loose soil, tlic 
tents fell down ;ind left the whole army exposed to the 
conteuding clcmcnls. It requires a lively imagiuntion 
to conceive the sitnation of a hundred thousand 
human: lieings of every description, with more than 
two hundred thousand elephants, camels, horses, and 
oxen, suddenly overwhelmed by this dreadful storm, in 
a strange country, without any knowledge of high or 
low ground j the whole being covered hy an immense 
lake, and Hurroiinded by thick darkness, which pre- 
Tcnted oiu" distinguiahing akingle object, except such 
as the ^id glare of lightning displayed in horrible 
forma* No language can describe tlie wreck of a 
large encarajuiieilt thus iustantiUieously destroyed, and 
covered with water; amid the i-rirs of old men and 
helpless women,' terrified by tlie piercing shrieks of 
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their expiring ehililwD, unable to aftonl them reliet. 
Daring thia dteaJfoi niglU more than t^o hiiiidre.l 
pfraons and three thousand cattle perished, and t ic 
looming diiwn exhihitfid ahocVUig spectacle. 

Such was the gcuerai Bitualiou of the umty, such 
the conclusion of the campaign- seereiary to the 
^•olnu>llmUng officer, I was always one of his fivmily, 
Md generailv ulcpt in his tent. At this time he wj ill 

with a violent fever, and on the commencement of the 

atorni hud been removed in his paUmqum to the vil- 
Wc; I endeavoured to follow hiiui but up- to my 
knees in water, and often plunghig into 
dceiicr, 1 was compelled to return to the lent; thtw 
heiiig left alone, and perceiving the water gniduuBy 
rising, I stood iirtpn a chair, to keep me above its hot* 
face: bv midnighi it had risen more than three feet, 
'rhe slirieks of the surrounding women and ehildrcn, and 
the moaning of cattle, especially of djHng camels, were 
horrible.. To increase my distress, ihttpms ^ay. 
and the tent fell upon me, when no calls for afisistanco 
could be heard. Providentially it was a small Indian 
u-nt, witli a centre pole, round which it clung: had it 
been the Colonel's usual mHrr|ue«, of English eamus. I 
must have been smothered. At last, finding myself 
uearly exhaosted, I detenuined to make onj? eBort 
iiiore for my deliverance, in which 1 hnppily suc- 
leedcd. Guided through the lake hy treiiieiidoos 
fliwbcs of lightning, after many difficult(ea, I nadiiil 
the hnt whither they had conveyed the Colonel, mid 
then.' foutnl tlie SurgecQ-g^enml, hdiI sf^cral ntlHT 
gcntleiiieu, drying their dotht's round a large fire in 
the cirntrc: with them I passi^ the remainder of this 
miserable night, among servients ecorpiotw, nnd ecnli- 
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pedes, which the fife within iiml the heavy rain with¬ 
out had driven from their hiding-places. Several of 
oiir men wen' atnng by the scorpions, and bitten by 
atuikes and centipedes: none fiitally. Tlie acorpinn, 
though less dangerous than t!ie niidignaiit serpenta, 
inHicta n wound whieli, like that of the centipede, 
15 attended wMi inflaiiiiuation and fever; Ids sting at 
the end of jbe tail he datta with great force at the ob¬ 
ject of His fury: the eeafiitcdc bites by means of strotig 
forceps at the mouth*, this reptile is more common 
than the Bcorpton, and more easily concealed. If the 
scorpion is aulfoiinded by tiiimiiig spirits or bomiug 
embers, and can find no egress, be stings bimselt to 
death. 

Such was oiir night: the next iimruiiig thi^ camp 
exhibited a scene of woe; the train of artillery was 
sunk SGvenil feet into the earth, and covered by the 
water. To convey thmu and the heavy stores lo 
Dhuboy re<itiired the utmost exertion, and, w'ith the 
assistance of elqihaiirs. could not be accomplished in 
less than seven <luy^, olthough only a distance of six 
miles. 

On the liftli we made our first attempt, and pro¬ 
ceeded one mile from Tiiain-TIjelow to Vtirrage, the 
next village. Tlie pluiii, covered with cnrcajes of 
horses, camels, and oxen, some ut iheir lost gasp, suf¬ 
focated in the mud, others in a slate of putpcfuction, 
presented a shocking spcctuclc. The groans of a 
dying camel arc dreadful; but the mind of feeling 
was more dlntressesl by the sight of iiifirni men and 
expiring women; of parents, unnble to support their 
helpless ofiiipring, or in agoniaiog grief currying 
them dead in their artas:ror sepulture or cremation. 
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Hal] I uttcniptcd to wnik over tbls Golgothii, I 
might have shared their fate: my hearer, could not 
carry me m a ]iaknqoiu. soiue ditTictilty 1 

cfTectc d it on hoT^ehack, for 00 road could he traced 
through the waters, nud the ravinw were danperoiw. 
AVe remain,Kl at Vurrago tintil the artillery and am- 

munitioJi were traitaportcd from Tlmin-'niclow, which, 

although only tlic distance of one mile, was a work o 
five days. Tills U^ing accomplishtd, wc employed 
two more in finishing our journey of five miles to 
Dhuhoy, occasioned by the Herculean labour of . 
dragpiug the artillerj-. 1 made this accotid attmupt on 
au ehphanb and from such at, eu.mencc had an 
extensive view of the country, which presented a 
boundlci^ sheet of water, encoinpussiiig the rising 
grounds, covered with trees and villages, like so 

The olfi™. .nd private, in thn Englmli d. htehmem 
nrerr soon provkkd *ith fomfortahk quarters in Ihc 
anci.-nt citv of Dhllboj. TUo remains of ita fortlh- 
calions, gates, and .ampK indicate great ma^tfi- 
cencc. The temple near the cat gate, called llic GnI 
of Diaimmds, a icork of immense lahonnindeapenae, 
must liave'Oniployed a number of aitiBcecs man, ycara. 
The citv is nearly quadrangular, ciceedmg tivo tndea 

eiteunifcrcnce t such part, of the ^ 

main eotire arc of large benn stonct, tmd 
Mlonnadc Ls a beautiful and mefnl arark i vritllin 
...11, is n latge tank, sutroomled hy strong masourv. 
oith n grand flight of stepa, the sihele estent de- 
reending to the ««,. from Ute Hindoo temple, 
choultries, and solemn groves, which border this lean 
tiful reservoir. 
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Dhuboy, wiili the other Hindoo ntks in Ouaterat, 
bceamc ati eiirly part of the Malioiucdmi cojitjucstSi 
and remaiticfl in their possession tmtil the Mahrattas 
• took it on the decline of die Mofeml power, in the 
eighteenth century; it is now cliiefly inhabited by 
Hindoos ; a few iMahoniedati fiinillieB arc permitted to 
reijidc there, on condition of not eating beef- The 
pundit. Of goTTTnor, appointed by the Ministers at 
Pooiiiih, submitted to Ragobah, iind on oivr approach 
ackiiowtedgcd liini as pesliwa of tlic Mahratta empire; 
he immediately levied a contribution of three laea of 
nipcca frorh the inhabitants, which they were unwill¬ 
ing and almost unable to pay; for, althougli Bomfi cot¬ 
ton inauufaetures are canietl on there,Dhuboy and its 
dependendfs arc poor. 

The durbar and a few of the principal houses were 
well built, and the streets generally broail and airy : 
iiiany'acres witluD tlte walls were cnltivated, and pro- 
ducc'd abundant crops of com and vegetables : the city 
contaiiied about forty tboiisaiidlnbahitants, and nearly 
as many monkeys, which oecnpled the roofs of the 
bouses, or enjoy ^ the ahadc of the mango and huiiarinfl 
tret's with tlie peacocks, squirrels, and green pigeons, 
that lived there as mmioleated by the Hindoos ns if in 
the midst of a forest, Pclicaps, wild-ducks, adjutont- 
birds, and a variety of water-fowl, animate the Ijcauti- 
fill lake, adorned hv the nynipbea and many aquatic 
plimts. 

The adjntant-hird. or argali, a large bird of the crane 
species, is sonictitncs near six feet high, and from 
twelve to fifteen fironi ihe extremity of each wnng. 
The ndjutant, one of the ugliest in the Indian omt- 
tholoffv, is as useful W the stork in HoHand, or the 
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ibis in Egypt, and equally Tenemied by the Hindoos ; 
it not only destroys icrpetits nnd no^tioua rcptil<^, but 
eBfs up tlic carHuu and offal in towns and villages, 
wliicb in that climate are extremely offeusivo. I know 
not why this bird is called the adjutant; the name of 
sentinel would perhaps he mbre appropriate ; for, when 
not tti quest of food, they atarid motionless, in a pen¬ 
sive attitude, like so many Htatnes. Tlieir pendent 
red emw, and coarse breast, bare of fcuthcTH, but pro¬ 
truding some long dark hairs, have a forbidding ap¬ 
pearance, , 

Soon after the English troops were settled at Dhu- 
hoy, Ragdhah encanipi^d with his army at BeDapoor, a 
pass on the river Uahdcr, at ten miles distance. The 
commander-in-chief residing there more than in Dhii- 
boy, niy time was divided between the Mahratta camp 
and the city; especially during a negociation between 
Rjigobab and F.ntty Sihng, the Guykwar chieftain of 
Brodeni, when all correspondence w'ith Bombay was in 
cypher. My Journeys to BeUiipuor were frequent, and 
in fiivonmlilt weather not unpleasant. After the first 
heavy fulls of rain/the face of n^ure was soon adoructl 
.with beauty: the hedges cnricHed with a variety of 
climbing plants pcrftinicd the air, from blossoms of 
mingled hues and fragrance, springing cottOD, crops of 
various grain, plants for oil, with large fields of ciicuui- 
beri^ gounfs, and melons, gave the country the appear¬ 
ance of ii %dl-ciiltlvated garden, h\ii the andileii 

tr^uMition in the ruiny froui a briglif iif R^nity 
an overwhelming tempest, wa-H an alloy to these do- 
lights, ospechilly to one so much expo&ed to their in¬ 
clemency. 

My Journey from Dhiihoy to Brllapoor, ulthough a 
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dtytaiice of only ten inile'?^ fretjueDtly occupied iis mauv 
hour?#, notwithstanding I was jnountcd on a e^ttong 
elcpliant^ whaae aagacitj generally gtddcd me in safety 
tliroixgli li continued sheet of icater which entirely 
covered the roads, OncCj when important business ns 
i|uired tiiy attendance at fiellaponr^ I arrived at the 
puss of the Dahder, and found the atream^ seldooi more 
than three feet deep* aiiddctily risen to forty, and run- 
fiing with astonLshmg velocity. Tlie ttiountatn tor¬ 
rents had joined the overHow tng lakes and rivuleta ; 
whose uniti^l sireiima rushing fnrion&ly ta the river, 
swept aw ajp porn-ricks, cottages^ trcca^ and catUej and 
then hurriciTthcio to the ocean i together with some 
feeble inhabitants of the plains, and several of Ihigo- 
baht's cnjup-folJowcrfi, w’bo lost their lives in attempt¬ 
ing to get the trees and ruftets for lire-wood; for, al¬ 
though tlie ludiuns are generally nsepert swiiutnerSp the 
current wail'too nipid for their exertions^ 

In view' of a comfortable encampment on the oppo¬ 
site side, at ouly a few y^d^ distance, but separated 
by this impassable flood,! found the cveuingapprcKich, 
wjjen 1 found neither food, fire, nor hovel to afford 
me shdter. ♦ 

At son-set, a darkness resemhliog that at the set¬ 
ting in of the monsoon covered the horizon, and a 
deluge of rain fell the whole night* The houdul^ 
or covered throne, >vhieh at fitJit served for niv hahjla- 
tion, being soon brtjkeu by tlie tempest, and filled with 
water, I sheltered myself to the leeward of the elc^ 
phaut, andremmued until day-break, with the fiulhfnl 
animal and his driver i the wet sod our bt-d, the watery 
clouds our only cimopy. When the morning dawned 
1 beheld tlje river risking still liighrr^p and, being unable 
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to bold Jiiiy tomiiiunicution with the tttiop, I retufiicil 
to Dhaboy throngb u continned dood, impsiAiHablc by 
any otliur convtj'ftnte than a boat Of an (depHant, 
Another time I croBsed tliisrwcr with some danger. 
OQ a raft placed over earthen pots j a eoatrivunec well 
known in modcni Egypt, wliere they make a float of 
earthen pota tied together, eovertd with a platform of 
leaves, which will hear aconsiderahlcweighr. and 
ia conducted without dilllcidt). This satisfactorily 
explains the earthenware boats of Juvenal: 

** tloc swvit robiifi imbclie cl iTtutUt^ vulgui 
Purvuln ficiiUbii* fioblyni diut? yelfl 
Et bF8Til)iJ9 pictA reinis incumbei^ tyaflsi*. 

IT. 

DariQjr mv next visit at Kiig&bab^a cuTupj u clrcuui- 
stniice occiirrt^d ^hicb alToirdg si reiiia.rhaljle ttait of 
Aimtic nifluncra iiiid deapotic under ibe in- 

fltience of jiTiilouay anti revenge* I have mentioned 
tlie ludSea of Rngohah’s ztnmnR, on onr ileparlnre from 
Surat : they accompanied him throughout the cani- 
pfiigTii iitid getieFiiU'^ rode on horBebaek* Hin¬ 

doos do not wear veik* they were ftecjuentlT niorc 
exposed on the line of niarch than is naiiid for the 
easlerti Indies, But in camp their tents were alwap 
siuTounded by high canvas wiiJJi; where, concealed 
from \icw, they passed tlieir lives in flolitude^ apadiy, 
and disgust* Annodabhjc^^ the only wife of llagobahj 
was not with him on this campaign. Of his sewn 
concuhininij one only attracted attention ; a pretty 
livciv girl, who rode graeeftiUy, and seemed pleased 
with observation : many of our atlinlred her, 

hut her charms madu » deeper impression on (he heart 
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of Eftswadt it yoadg^ yakiff!]* oF fbrtiiiiG asd dit^ 

tinction in the Mahrairii army. 

It i^i itimeCdMi^ary to ilutuil the js^rticukra of this 
amour: hDvv(;;vtr luoiiLBLd hy cducdtiou^ the posaioua 
Id tbc e-asterij rtnd we.stcm licrukpbefey are luurh the 
lo\Ci perhaps, bums with a BeretT Hattie id the 
torrid iEoiipj add ad intripnc is carried od with mom 
diflirulty in ad drietital i^cnatm tfaaa in the fashiDnable 
cirdt'M isf Europe, These lovers clierisficd fi miitual 
attachment^ acid hy means of a coufidEiiit baJHec! for a 
rime the Ar^us-eyea of Asiatic jealousy. The euducha 
and dneunas at length suspecting the intriguep gave 
information to Bagobidu On the rumour of a dis¬ 
covery, Ess want How ahaconded, leaving his tent, 
urniodr]. and horses in camp; and bad not attach¬ 
ment to an Arahian liorsc got the betlcr of lib pm- 
deiiccip he would have edeetualiy escaped; but in 
hopes of currying off this favourite aniiual, he returned 
the following night to his tent: on approaching the 
tree w here die horse wav picketed, he was made a 
prisoner liagobali ordered him to be inslantty be^ 
headed, hi^torcli-light, at the extremity of the i^auTp, 
and hh rcuiains exposed ns a puhiie spectacle tlirough- 
iidt the next day. While the ministfirs of dnifh dii^- 
puteheHrl the iinfortunate lover, his ill-fated tnbm-ss 
was sowed up a suck, and throwm alive mto the 
river j tiie couJidunt wus eondeiuned to have her nose 
cut oB, wnd thus remuln an example to the other 
slaves in ihe haraiii. 

Widnight is gcuemlly the time for oriental execu¬ 
tions ; sometiinrs the criiumal k put to dc:ith witii 
the utmost privacy, at otlier^i un alarui-gtm from the 
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luipt^rml Hi thiit ^iJcdJ hour prudiiimw exit of 
the devoted vietiJin 

About ihih Tiuae^ frouj liemg so inucli expoacfl ti> 
the violence of the weuther, nnd sdeepin^ in a net 
eairip» I niii seized whh a fever j which, teijisting all 
the jjontr of inedicinei constantly returned cverr 
spring-tide, and left me tu a weak and languid condi¬ 
tion ; but iiaving much to do, in my oflFicial ciipacit}% 
With Fiitty Slhng, the Brodera chidtaln, v^hicli oct*i- 
aioned ^evi^riJ iucleincnt jourtiey^J to hi a capital, I re- 
Biatcd tU eftecisii> lowg aa possible, and eontiiuied with 
tlie esdmiel at Br llnpoor. An encampment in the rainy 
Heaaon U very mi pleasant; the soft and uiuddy t|ua- 
Uty of the aoil, the humidity of tJie iihiroNjihere, and 
ilm rank grass wliieh springs round the rents, united 
with thu fetid odours in every quarterT rcticjer it a 
disagreeable residence: it is with difficulty that the 
pins uml rop-s keep the tenta upright in the soft 
earth, and it is still more diflicuk to preserve them 
dry diirJog the long and heavy fidls of miii. 

The.-^eare perhaps the only iiJConvenienccB attending 
the rich soil of Guzerat, but they are cor^enBated by 
its fertilit? and beauty. In happier tiniea this pro- 
vinft' waa SI vied the paradise of nationf, and it ilo- 
scnetl the appellalion; for when conversing with* 
orietifiil travcllors, and toinparing it with oilier coun-’ 
tries, I Itavc he;ird tliem In the very wortla of Moses, 
call it a land flowing wnth tnilk and honeyand 
when the Hindofis and Moguls at this day are de?ierib- 
ing a pleasant and well-cultivated district, they distin, 
guish it Hi, in Scripture language, “u land of brooks 
of water, of fountains kind depths ^ n bind of wheal 
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and barley^ and vinca, fig-trc^'tw and jjoiucgTramitrap a 
land of Oil, olive, and honeyDent, viii. 7j 8- 

Our Divn anil}', both Europemia and sepoys^ had 
comfortable at Dhuboyj the public 

buihliagM and targeat hoiwesi were upiiropriated for 
their afeommodatioii: imd the principal earnvansarj^, 
!iituut^d on the Ixjrder of the tank, v\'hh converted into 
an ho!^itaL "fiicse neservoira were siddoiri tlanight 
complete without a cnravimsmry fur the coiiveiiicnte of 
toivcllers, imd a temple for the worship of the deity. 
Some of them are very exteniiivtv 

However unlicultby may he a ^linter ericampmetit 
in Guzerat, I think it far preferable to the ejctreipe 
heat wliich I have so often nienttoned i we bad not 
indeed ilie fiimooin of Arabm, nor the sirocco of 
hut we experienced tbe tuiugled liflecta of the Bcorch 
ing heat o£ the former^ and the languor orcasioned by 
the laitflf. A sciircity of water in flU 4 :h sitiiatioits waa 
n dreadful eyil, which we fretpjenily encountered; 1 
ni'meiober idniost dj-ing of thirsty when I bad emptied 
my own cantine for sotne wounded soldiery and en¬ 
treated a friend to give me a few drops without efTeet ; 
hin waA iilrh^t exhausted, ^isid when there is but little 
water in a Icntber cantinCt the hot wind soon dries if 
np* Ofteiij during a short slumber In mj palanquinj 
• have I realized the aficeting description of ^ the thirsty 
tjian dn^ametli ; and l>elioldj he drinketli I but he 
awoketli j and behold he is falnt^ and his soul hath a|v 
petite — Isaiidi^ rh. xxts. ver, 8. 

Tlie Mabrattas do not seem to niiad Itcat or cold, 
wet or dry eneatiipmentSj nor any other ineonvenience; 
loud of a rambling life* pretkiorv excursions arc tholr 
great delight. The followers of the caiup^ so often 
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alludeil to, mu g^?ilcfa]lj^ u iingoJar act of peO|ik'. I 
do out mcjm the rcgnJor Blioii'-kcepcrs, Of personn wlio 
}ioUl aUiuoions iii the nriiiy, but tliose who attueh 
thcHiaelve* to it with their wives and chtldreD, to pick 
up what thev Cfiu find; who have no other place of 
abode, nor mode of obtainttig a living: each man pos^ 
seasea u poor half-atan'cd ox, or an ass, which ia latlen 
with tlic wealth of the family, pcifectly corresgonding 
with on ancient pietnre of the wily Gibeonitea in their 
pretended embassy to Joshua, who “ worked wilily, 
and went arid iiiiide as if they had been ambassadora, 
and took old sacks upon their aases, and wine-bottles, 
old and rent, and hound upj and old shoca, and 
domed upon their feet, and old garments upon them ; 
and all the bread of their ph)vision was dry and 
nioiildy," — Joshua, eh. ix. ver. 4, 5, 

Asses nro eoriimon in many parts of Iliudosttm, imd 
ufc used os beasts of burden. Tins humble animal 
seems to be IH-treatcd in nil parts of the world, and 
seldom meets w'ilh a due reward for his patience and 
resignation. But the Hindoos carry their aversion to 
a greater length than is customary elsewhere. Dr. 
Buchanan mentions a dispute ojiiong the Flindoos^ 
near Seringapatam, which was not likely to be terml- 
uated w'ithout killing a jack-ass in the street of the 
town where they lived, and which he says would he* 
alt ended by the ittitnediate desolation of the place. 

The eamp-followers are u very independent set 
of people ; and only remain with the army to which 
they attach thrmselves as long as it suits their con- 
vtiojcnce ; nor are they subject to that oppression 
whicli is so generally prevalent in Hindostan. 

From long observatioD among the Mahratta efaief'^ 
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tiijjlii, aud principiil oliicen* in the i.'aiup^ they upppaFcd 
to riic tiiorc or leas influiiiieed hy u jtailonay of entrh 
other, and trying 'ndiich should gain the aatTndsJlcy by 
diiplieJty, chicanery, and intrigue. Disstrnnlation 
Hfcins to b<: the prcdoiuinunt trait in the Asiatic dia- 
ructer; verv few Europeans are a match for them. 
In uiT visits to lirodera during the negociatton with 
Fiitty Sihng, I witupasedsneU dittsimujadon, treachery, 
and meanness in the prince and hia ministers, as 
would with difficulty be believed by a generous Eng¬ 
lishman ininacd to theac people. On one occasion 
hU niiib, or vizier, thought proper to deprive me of 
nij sword, and detain me a prisoner for some hours in 
a close room in the palace: a circumstance, to a per¬ 
son then in a jmblic character, which tiis master conJd 
not Ijc ignorant of, thjjugh he afterwards chose to 
assert it was done without bis knowledge. No¬ 
thing could cxceeil the insolence of the men in 
office when they obeyed the vizier’s rommanda i nor 
the mean apologies of himself and all coneemed, when 
they repented of ihcir error, and hononrahly dismissed 
me to ILigohah's eatnp. 

Thut thc.flrahmiuii themselves, with all dicirprofcii- 
sions of mildneaa, beuevolftncc, and sanctity, mn be 
guilty of dclihemtc revenge and murder, is evident not 
* otily from Ragolmh a eotidnrt on the massacre of his 
nephew Nainiin Row, as mentioned in the Miihrattn 
historv, but still niorii so from the following accotint 
of the Tclitiga Brahmins at Poonah, comnmnJrutetl to 
me by Sir Charles iVLilei, as a moat extraordinary 
event, which happened dtiring his cuibaiisy at the 
Mahmttn court, in 1731. 


*112 mrahwisical revenge. 

On the 29tli of August, thirty-four mm of th*: citstE 
ofTeliuga Bnilimina having been confinfid iti ti cho- 
kev, or tlose room, by tlie oflicers of ihi' cuiwul, die 
head inagistriiTc of die .police at Poonab, iweijiy-Que 
were taken out dead the next morning, and 
nmJning thirteen were nidi difficulty restored to hfc. 
Iq the evening the popular cliiroour hecanic nolent 
Hgaluat the eotwal, who was a gour Brahmin, tinined 

Gamiaemuj, a native of Aurungabad, tuid whose otfacj 

In a L-iiy where the most rigoroua police is estabbshed, 
neCfeiarily reudijed him an obnoxlons ebaracter. 
The iicsbwa improperly yidding to the furioiw mob, 
dclivi fed up the eutwal, wiio was tied biuikward on an 
elrpbant, lUid In that manner conveyed lo a prison 
witbout the town, amidst the scoffs and insults of tW 
populace, while guanls were sent to sci^ his fcmi y. 
dependants, and property. The day following c 
clauionr grew more violent. .Tim iitihappy .nan w-as 
tied backwani on a camel, and in that disgi^ceful 
unmticr rcconducted into the city, amu^t the re¬ 
proaches of the people: here lie was 
Iind his hmd having been publicly shaded, he vv 
acaiti placed in the same miinner on the camel; an _ 
having been Oifrird tbroogh the principal struts of 
Puoiiab, escorted by R strong guard, he was for t o 
last time Wd to a spot abont a mile from the city, an 
tlieve ordered to dismount: one of bis bands was tben 
stronglv rH--.tencd to the end Of » turban between 
twcii^'and lUirtv feet long, and the other end com- 
Tuitftd to some UaHidcorcs, tb® lowest outcast^ of tUc 
Hindoo tribes, who t'ontaminatc all other tastes > 
their touch. Tt was then made known to the Uliiigo 
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Braluiimtt that tUe cutwal w;i 9 deliverinl up entirsJy to 
their disposal, either as a sacrifice to their vcugeaDCc, 
or an object for their iiiercy; on which twclTe Brah- 
mins of that triUr, in the most saiuge manner, imme¬ 
diately attacked the fallen ttjagiarnitt: with large atones. 
The Hallolcorcs who held the turban, by straitening 
it, kept him at fnU length running in a eirrle, pursued 
Itjr bu relentless murderers ; who at length, by re¬ 
peated blows on the head and hrciuit, brought him to 
the ground t and there, with an eagcriiess disgrac^ul 
to humanity, though merciful to the prostrate object 
of their cmelty, these Brahminical murderers dis¬ 
patched him by a succession of large atones thrown 
violently on his head and breast. 

Instances of cruelty are not conhned to the Brah¬ 
mins of TeiSnga, they appear among the Jama, Smar- 
tal Brahmins, and other sects among tlnit elevated 
i-aa1e. 

The Mahrattus, though all Iliudoos, are by no 
means rigid in their penances, ablutions, or food. 
The lower classes, cspcrially, cat of almost evTry thing 
that comes in their way; ai mutton, goat, w*ild-hog, 
game, and fish- Major Moor mentions two pbeca by 
name where the Mahrattas eat beef, imd peniiit cattle 
to be killed, and publicly exposed to sale. I should 
rather have supposed it was intended for the food of 
Mahomcdmis, had not this discriminating writer been 
BO Tcry particular. 

The lower tribes of Hindoos are not so scrupulous 
AS the higher about what they eat, or what thay 
toneb; especially if they are not oWrred by (>tbcrs_ 
When at a diittanc^ from th*?ir and put of 
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sight of their priests, tnapj divest ihemsdves of these 
niee ideas of purity. Those domesticoteil with Euro¬ 
peans getierallv siffeet to he Tery srnipulous: an 
Ldish table, covered with a variety of fowl, is neeea- 
aarily Burroiuulcd by a niiuiber of serv^ids t>f ddferent 
castes to nUeud the gncBts. At Baroche, Surat, nud 
Boiiibav, u Hindoo vvill not remote a dish that has 
been tlefikd viitb beef, a Mahoniedan cannot touch a 
plate polluted bv pork, nor vill a Parsec take one 
;«.ay on whirh Is hare or rabbit- I never knew more 
than one IVsee servant who would snuff a candle, 
fremi a fear of extinguisbing the symbol of the detty 
be worships; nor would this man ovev do it in pre- 
of unotbtir Pari^- 

The pwktuiiiia-beareFs, although in gi lieral a plea¬ 
sant set of people, arc soriietimf^ on a journey eac- 
tremt'ly tenacious of their privileges of caste, and 
carry (heir prc;judice 3 to a rldiculoau length. I was 
acnmiimed with a gentleman, who having formed n 
rartv for a little excursion into the country, provided 
u round of ,lHS?f, as a principal dish in tlie cold colla¬ 
tion : us hi! was going on horseback, he desired the 
beef might be covered with u cloth, and put into Ins 
palanquin to keep it cool 5 the linirers refused to cJirry 
4 vehicle which contained such a pollution. The gen¬ 
tleman, on finding that neither rrmonstranccs, entrea¬ 
ties, or tbreutenings, were of any avail, cut off a slice 
of the meat, and eating it in their presence, desired 
them to carry him to the place of rendezvous. ITus 
produced the desired effect j the bearers were the first 
to laugh at their fully, iiud exclaimed Master come 
wisc-emtt, with two eyes 1 whae poor blaek-man come 
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very foolUh, wUli only oneand ukmg up the pa- 
lEmijnin with the beef, act off towaitJs the tents Jn 
great good Immoun 

Such smiplea arc not' confined to any particnlar 
csiate; thcjCmorc or less perradc every tribe in 
and arc clwrisbed !iy the active soldier as wdl na the 
pjous Brahmin, In the Aycen Akbery we read of 
Narfsiiti Doss, a pmjcipiH chief in the ihditore tribe, 
in couimnnd of five hundred cavalry and two thousand 
infnnir}', who lived with such austerity, that his only 
food was {^ain which had pjissed throug^h oxen, and 
been separated frotn their dung, which, as I havt? be¬ 
fore mentioned, .is an aliment considered hv the 
Brahinins as the purest of nil footl. 

The Indians arc also very setupulotis ahoui the water 
they drink, and the veBsels w'hich coninia it. The 
rich gcDeodJ^ have the water of tJje Ganges carried 
with them on a journey. Most of the Mogul emperors 
tmv«Jled witli it for their own heverape; and ^Uriicr, 
who never drank any otlier, called it, when cooli^ with 
saltpetre^ *Mhc water of life." 

In cities, in the armies, and with Europeans on 
country escursious, the water for drinking t, usually 
carried in large leather bsigs, called paeaulies, formed 
by the entire skin at no ox, sewed .up, except at one 
comer left open for filling them! these arc hung on 
each ride of u bnltock, or tame hufinlo, and poured 
into guglcts of a porous earth; in these the water soon 
becomes cool, itnd, as a great luxury, is anmetinies 
iced with saltpetre'. Often during this campaign, when 
suffering from thirst, and panting under the extreme 
beat, iiuve I envicfl the village biiffdoca, who in such 
wcattier seem the happiest heings in the country: (liey 
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rilhcr get under wMter, or eouceal tlieniMilres in the 
thin hWmy mini on tha margin of the lakes and riv^-r.H; 
there they reuiBin during thestiltrj' hour® without anv 
part of them appe^Lring above the :surface. 

Good water and rape maiigw were the greatest 
luxuries I aspired after in this eanipaicn: the hitter are 
extremely fine in most parts of Guxenit, tbotigh in¬ 
ferior in size to themangoa df Agre, whieh somerimes 
weigh two pounds cnch. A basket of high-flavouTEjd 
mangos aecompanied by a wreath of mogrees or 
chiiijipacliHj werea friEr]ueut present froin the Mahrami 
officfTs to the English gentlemen, und from th^ peshwa 
to tile commander-in-chief* 

The mango topes* ^auiarind grovesi and iipringing 
crops in the extensive plains round rbe Miihmtta tnnifi, 
were very delightful during the fair intervals of the 
rainy season. I repent few countries cnual the Brodera 
Purgunna in fertility and beauty ; hut the heat, added 
to the ninistum and fetid smelU of the camp* were in¬ 
tolerable, itnd attended with pemiciDus efteets- For¬ 
tunately there were aeldoni uny Europeans there 
besides the colonel and tuyselft he wsi?^ often ill with 
all intermittent fever: atnl I soon experieuced the bad 
effects of sleeping in a damp tent, on my palontjuin* 
raised only a few inches from the pro and* covered otily 
by a cotton carpel; for* notwrthatanding all the 
trenches, the hemry rains pervaded crery thing. Few' 
EuropcaJi constitutions eon resist the oombimitiona of 
heat and mDiiitiire: mine w^ns graflually nnckrmiiied, 
and I suffered a severe relapse of fever at tlu^ return of 
every new atid full moon. 

The Miihrattw geiu‘r,ilB hiid ext client tents lor the 
TflinT SfeaaoUp fonued of many folds of f|iiiUed cotton. 
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piirpotiiJy ro n'siiit the eleiiic-nL^. WIhjil Ratyubsili rc- 
soivi-J to Korui Inn vviutiT rncamptJiciiiJt nt BeUfipoorp 
Jill hh were pUrhfdp find Jhost Mtpamttly ft[> 

propriaLed to worsLip^ slenpmgp the stennoci, 

Rnil jittcijdii]ir:Fi;p orcupicci a ven* hirge mtej at sojiic 
rH*ftanf:ie! from tim rear of the army* and gnarded by it 
rtcli'ct liody of troops- Tlie durhiir-teiit^ where the 
prshvva grave andirnct- and adniinititcred juntJeup vvns 
jdacerf near the fihail-dag, or royal standurd^ distm- 
gubhed from idl othmi. like the pnetoriuui of the 
Roruan genemlai^ so railed from the nriciciit 
who ^styled their eoimnandei^ ptixrtof!** Scipio Af- 
ricrinug hrst^formod the pnotoriun cohort, stationed 
near Im tent, tm<] ready to adtend him on all emer- 
gciides: such arc tlie hussMTat, or householi! troops 
of the I^Tahratta pefihwu, and the life-guanhi uf the 
British sovereign. 

My fever mcrdising* attended by ma : ,y symptoms of 
rliL-liver complaint, I was obbged not^ifnly to leave the 
army in Gn^nerat, but to retnrn to BonifjaJ% and 
eiidjark hi the fir^jt veskHid for Enghind, iti hopes of 
re-esiabllsliing my health. 

I shall therefore only add, that in conscquecice of 
orden from the newly-jippointed governor-gcpend m 
council at Bengal, mt cudiassy was^sent from thence 
to I he Ministers at Ptiotiah, by which iiifMna a peace 
vrvts condtided between the Mahrattas and the English, 

^ thi* Bombay dptaeiimenc w'iLhdrawn, and Biigohah 
comfieUcd to resign the pcahwa sovereignly to tlic 
poathumons child of Narrain Row% As a eompeii;;ar- 
tion for this sacrllice, he was to l>e nJlowetl a jaghire 
from the M a brat t a government, and some other pri¬ 
vileges : but iMH’oniiTig discerntejitiwl with a privato 
^ oi.. r. 2 k 
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Station, he again as^rtcil hU claim to the soircreigntj i 
wasonte more assisted by the Bombay goyet-Dnieiit in 
an eicpeditioa sent from tlience In 1770^. which provi^d 
unsQCces&fnl« and Bagobabs- deatli hfippcnmg anon 
afterwards, temiinatecl tho ciyil wars in the Mahratta 
empire** 

■ IrattE rlyt war lia* •g'PJ** rfltiadl^d between die ^rnilirfln.fls 

md ihe Ctiuipany. After ilirce vcf)r brillfptit and successW jCO'ti- 
pnigMin laiT, 1818. W im9, tliC^MnhrmitaSr as “ dictr 
were qoaipleteJjf" con<)tier^cd by tbe Marsala cf 
then CtDniEi^r-GeaeiulDrTadui- Their empire now |iSirt tif 

the Exitifib passefiionfi, under the njime uf Ceitltld Iiidta* {Note 
of tire Editor, jl * * ^ « 


« 





* 








rtf^i'll ru>\inA\v 


419 


-Cj- * 
i 

^ CUAPTER XX. 

Depaifum trum Bnmbiiy b England!—Cggc njis^E» and fht 
of Mcdrmajdi ai Mdctaniliiqiia^ iuid i^rukuligv^ 

Melfntla—Ciipfc St Seba§tfEui^StPimi near llie Cape qT Goixl 
>topa—U^siles—Bay Falfie-^Tithinuj belwdan Table Bay anti 
Bay Fatsfi'^D iJtch SciUndlenl at Simmonj' HfirtloLif—^Jourttcy 
(ram tbenco la Cape-town—Tnbic Mouthtain^Cape^town-^ 
ErLutflp Flowerip Trcet-^Mcn&geriisi—fahabjtftnlF of Qipestnwn 

^Searcity oV Tiuiber—Beauty oni] VaHttv tjf Uiy _ 

Ciiarncter of the Dateb Foniiere—Vb^-^a^clrt-—JJutcb Gorem- 
mertt af tlie Colniiiy—Character Dfthc IfutLenlotji—^BaaliniEni— 
WiJfl Arvlmali a± the C^pe—BInJi in Soirthom Afnca—Afntian 
^ Lbiis—Viliut GardeiiHj and FnrmB near Cape Toft'n—Tout 

Wine^—^ Flo wort and Tegetab^e^—Myrtle Hedges—CatLAtantin 
and ita \lnflyardj—Grand Mauntaia Scenery nenr f he Cnpo^— 
Voyage from ttience %q St* flelcm—SL Ifelena 
FprtiBduiunE—Town—Beauty of the [aterSor Ya]|lea—'Climnii:— 
—Inliabitonta—Cnvermucnt—ProvlaionOp Fnuti and Vegeta* 
blea—BarJd—Tree* and i'lantSj Imligeiioui uid Heretic—Flifi 
^Sail for £!tiglimd Coait ef Guiaoa—Cmw Variety of 
I'4iflh DU be Gold Comt—Cape de Verd li||]ndi--^FDgfM— 
res—Suddt-^n Teippest—St. Mary * fnknd—Arrl¥al at Cork— 
lloparture from Irdand^Lond at HoftlDgi—Arriial at iremie* 

PrK.‘nr^>T to tilt rcsolQtion nicntiqutd in the [imt 
chaptetj 1 auiled frotn Bombaj' fo Eurofie, on the Ist of 
December 1775. With rep-et I left a spot, whert'f' 
hud siwnt several happy years, m a delij'lilt’ul society j 
1i«f;hteai,tl by the rharui<i of friendsLip, lutd animated 
hr ihe hope of aetjuiring that indepetidcnec which 
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Brst [<m 1 me to .distant ^liorcs^^ Ahliough jllm^Mu^ 
rnistmtPcJ the ffijoytmmt of these puir?iiiim, I Midea- 
voured to riicounipc tliu plraAiag anticipation of ste¬ 
in" parrtitSij friciidii^ and iriy iialive countand re¬ 
turning^ lo India with rtJi*>WTil hcakb ‘ainl an advan- 
tapeoiny apjKsmlmeot. * 

TliC ship** of that scauon had .been all tlii^potchc^ lo 
Eiird^ previous lo my detmiiiiiiitloti of 
India; I was therefore imdei^ the ncees?*itT oi cut- 
imrkiDp for the Cape of (lootl Hopf* in the Betsy 
schooner, u vessel buift on an Tiidiiiman's long-boat, 
atid perhapa tlie suioilcjit ever sent on such a voyagt^ 
IjaTiifg only four European sairara beBides the captain 
mil two ofticers j the rc^t of ilir crew^ were Lascars, 
or Indian iiiariner'i. 

Soon lifter leaving Bombay wc fell in with the 
north-cast trade-windj whitli in thirteen days carried 
us off Cjijjo Bassos on the eoiist of Afrieiij which we 
saw ict a few tengiies dStance. Tlic ne>;t day w'c 
croased the erjiiatorp and jias&ed a range of sandy bilk 
and lofty tiiountaius^ A steady winiJ befriended us to 
the sixth degree of southern latitude, when il was sm;- 
needed by yarinblc breezes, nilma, ihonder, lightning, 
and heavy raiu^ TIic sea was enlivened by a variety of 
faircbi, utiiiing wdtb dolphins^ alhacoreSj and bonifos, in 
hostility agaimt the unfortunate flying fiyh# 

Near the coast we saw many oiIut sorts of flab, hut 
did not meet with any of the ruermalds so often nien- 
tioced in these ^eas ; and especially by 5Ir* Miitcbain, 
a gentleman of great rospectabiHty, aJid at that lime 
supertnti-nfhint of the Company's marine at Botnhay* 

I have heard him declare, that when in command of a 
trailing vesiipl at Moziimbhiur, MouihnZf and Melindtt, 
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three of the priru ipal sea-|jorta an the cuat coiist rtf 
Africa, he frefiuf-ntly saw theso extnmrdiiiary animals 
from six to twelve feet lonp; thehendaud ttiooth reaem- 
ftling the Immiin, except about the nose um] mouth, 
which were rather more like a ho^Vanout; thejikin fait 
Hiid^gmooih: the head cove red. with dark glossy hair 
of cotiwiderahlc length; the neck, hreaats, and body of 
the fi^iiiilc, as low sis the hipa, iippcarcd like it 'well- 
formed woiuim; from thence to the extremity of the 
tail they wcr(‘ perfect hah- The shcinlders and urnis 
lycre in gOOd proportion, hut from the elbow tapered 
to a fin, like the Turtle or petignin. TheM iiniruala 
were daily cut ii|i, and sold by weight in the fish 
markets of Jlomba /; nor was the flesh easily dia- 
tingtiiahed JVotti flje fishy pork with which those who 
have resided at Calicut or Anjengo are so well ao- 
qnainted. 

Althmigli the existence of mermen uud merttiairU 
fa doubted hy numy, the history' of England, HolluUft, 
Pomigiil, ajid other countries, proves tjie reality of 
these creatures. In the fifteetith centurv, after a 
dreadful tempt'st on fhc i-oast of llolhiud, one of 
them w'lLs found struggling in the mud, near Edam 
in Wiiit Friesliuiil; from whence it was carried to 
Haarlem, where if lived some years ; was clothed in 
female apparel, and it is said wiis taught to npiu. In 
I5;il another, caught in the Baltic, was sent as a |)re- 
sent to Slgismund. king of Poland; it lived some 
days, and was seen by nil hLs court. In lofilh the 
fishermen of Ccylori caught seven of Ijotli 
which were sceti by seversil Portngucssc gentlt-mcn 
then tit Menar, atid niiiong the rest, hy Dimns 
Bosijuei:, physician to the Viceroy of Gtm, who 
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nimutcly G:!L^tumecl tbeiii_, uiuitt^ dU&ecttonfi, and iih- 
stTtecl that the principal piuts^ intemsd and ejEternal, 
were ctmfdrnmljle to tbo 5 e of the Iiiiui^ spccjcn. 

Our small vessel approached uiii^li nearer the 
Afrienn coast than is customary for India’ ships 
botiteward bound. Wc were no^ liir Iroza Mdn^a, 
that hospitable port wbicb receive^ Vasco ilc (jStua 
and Ills brave caiiiradi^ after r i^H'cmntcritig^ tlie 
stoToiM of the Cape, and escaping the trcaciicry gf 
the lloora at Monibaz and Quiioa^ Here they met 
with a friendly monarch to supply their^ wants, and 
round a tiunilier of merchants front vitnous parts 
India, who opened a .scene of glory and profit to 
Gama^s aspiring minch und furnished him with pilots 
to navigate the first ships from Europe across the 
lodiiin ocean to Calirutf then the gi*and emporium of 
cojjiwiencc tn the oriental world. 

Froiii Melinda our voyage was protracted hy light 
winds Jind caluis^ and sometimes hy strong souLherly' 
gales. A favonrable current generally carried us 
twenty or thirty miles a-day; luid more than once, 
when we had no iidnintage of wind, ort taking aw oh- 
sen ation we found the current had advanced us up^itrUs 
of fifty miles oa otrr course. In tlicse hititmles a 
wind prevails from south-east to south-west ; which, 
hlow'ing strongs with sc|iialls and ruin, meets the 
north-cHst winds, und occjisions lerriblc storms uud 
tempests. 

Continuing our cottrse along the eastern shores of 
:^^rit!a, on the 2d of Janpury we ciune in view of 
Cape Sc^ Sebastian. The eurrcDts w'hieh laid hitherto 
ran to the soiitlj^ now changed their direction, and 
earrieil ii>i vrestward of out rei'koning. On leaving 
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St. Sebasiiim we t^JicountereJ roiigli seas, anil hiidng 
ran dawn the tlurty-tbird degree of latiLudej con¬ 
sidered our voyage ea nearly lenniiiatcd. While hn* 
tiripating the pleasure-of shortly lauding aiiJ enjoy- 
i^^g tBc suEumcr relreslinieDta at the CapCj. a stomi 
^t^ih^nlJ burat upon il 5 from The south-easti imd eou- 
tiniied with nnEibt^eil fury for six ond thirty hours. 
The sea wufi drriiclfuU and the situiition of ouJ^fttlc 
harkj elevat^l on its foaming moiintjifns, or plunged 
info a dark abyss, filled every houI with liorror. 

We saw a nilinher of wdiaJea and grampusses in 
thoisA southern hiHtiides, which we sometimes wished 
at a greater distance^ from an apprehensfotL of mis- 
ebid: from their enoriuoiis bolk^ The sports of these 
inimLiise auiiuak often cause a coiictnasiun in the 
waters which prove fataU to small vessels. 

On the I3tli of Januiirj, sonnding on the great 
sand'haijk at the extremity of Africii, we found 
^in'ontid ninety fathoms^ and soon afterwards saw 

the land^ Unfavo’ii^ble gales again prevented uiir 
entering Bay False until the 20th» w^facn a fair wind 
rarrii'd iia up that nofaie liay, and we anchored at 
noon m n idCtuiJlcovej caUed StnuiiDtiss IlarWurj where 
fifteen ships may He secure in the most sirormy weather; 
sitaafed on tlie w'cstem aide of False Bay, tt is nt all 
times more: comitiodiomi than Table-hcLy, the aunimer 
liarbonr near Cape-town* ^fbe two hays arc siipu- 
mted Ity an isthmus^ covered with sand and stnall 
shells^ most probably once nniicr water. The Cape 
mountains^ rocky hltls, sandy plains and cultivated^ 
tniers on the peninsnlir, contigoous to Cape-town, 
form a territory upwards of thirty mileji long, find 
eight broads 
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^rLf DiitcU iiuttliiiiiciit at False-bay then consisted of 
imh a few Iiouisfus, gardens^ and starc-houses, bcuS- 
tertd at the bottom of the uioiintaina which form 
Siimtiona's cove; witli ii pier and crane for the hiiiditig; 
of goods, great cotivciiiciiec for watering the Hhips, 
ubuttdiiiit suppLica of fresh pro via ions, fruity 
vegctiildest and tolerable acctnnmotiation for jlhs- 
acDcerw at the boarding-houses. Having no induce¬ 
ment to remain there, 1 proceeded to Cape-towUt 
about twenty miles distant, in a light wiiggon drawn 
hv eight Isoraes. The roaehiiien, or waggoners j who 
are Ejencrallv ilavesi drive thesio eight in band with 
wiiuderful de^cterity, Jttaking the hiUs rc^^titLEid with 
the ^ack of their long whip, and rontiiiiiill voci- 
femtion to the horsesp The vehicle contsuiip six 
or eight persons sitting on benches before cacli other, 
which is tiie usual mode of travelling in thK of 
the world. 

The road for the tirst bJx to a place called \ 

Mnisenhnrg^ was over a sandy hea^h, or the acclivities 
of the mountains, soinetimui* on dangcroiis preeipices, 
under rOt^ks loosened from the mountains, and ap¬ 
parently threatening destruetion. The pasa at Muisen- 
burg, defended by a fortress, is deemed iinpreghuhle- 
From thence we entered a* sandy plain,^ little culti¬ 
vated ; but presetting n succession of natuml bcuaUea 
in the ^uriery of heath? and other plants indigenous 
to its sterile anrfiice, the omunjcot of European con¬ 
servatories. The comitry wsis not otherwise interost- 
ing umil witlun a few milra of the capita^ w^htin it 
became suddenly cnrichtnl with far ms, villas, planta¬ 
tions, tHnevpiitk, and gardens; isjubellished by grovc^i 
and avenues of oaks, eh ns, andprolta-argetitew, a most 
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elfisrsiwt irre: k dtMLM not nttmn a Isifgt* size, from 
growing cxtrctntly rlosc^ mid is thickly cohered wkb 
IcavfSt sort ijnd glossy ^ sqitm, glittering like a forest 
of silver tindolmed bjrtUe hree^J?- The golden proteiit 
more g;tuJy than its xiiodest rix^il, arrayed iii foliage of 
yci^w-igreen edged witli scarlet, a|ipeiirB in the siiii- 
bcazns like waves of fircj they foruj a lovely eotitmat. 
Tliesi; novelties hegmlpd a ronglt heavy roftd^ uniil our 
arrivid at Cape-town^ aitijmed at the foot of ihc 
Table-Dioiiiiiaiii; ‘ocar a laigp bay fiiO of ship, open- 
iDg to tbe ocean and several rocky islands. 

'llic Cape of Good Hope forms the west^n part of 
Huy Fiilse, and termiiiatcH the BOUih point of the 
African continent. It was formerly called Cabo dos 
'ftormeatos, the Cape of Stoniis, a name expressive of 
its situation amidst cgntcmling elementB. Johi^king 
of Portngal, cliangcd it to Boa Esperan^a; when De 
Gaiu»j after conquering iiU difliculdesj doubled this 
"formidable harrier, and opened the pitssage to India. 
It IB situated in the latitude of ;i4" 24' south, utid 
Id** 3Q' cast longitudt^ The variation of the compass 
ViOH then 19* vrest; luarinera py great attention to 
this variation, it being the surest guide fur the lougi^ 
tude in tbe voyage from India. 'ITie nortb-vest winds 
geuemlly prevail from Muy nntil the beginning of 
September •, tbe south-east during the other months. 
'I'he JattiT are cold, dry, and- uilpleftaiint, but the at¬ 
mosphere clear and hcaltliy. The climate may he 
called leuipemte, the heats seldom lust long, and it 
rarely fn^czes in w inter, ulthongh the siuumitB of the ' 
interior mountains arc fretjucutly covered with snow. 
The barometer varii^from 27 to *28 inches chiefly in 
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die TtiDter; i« vtiL'li amsoii ilie diiTinouietcr ut sun¬ 
rise b ftom 10 to SO degri-’es, aiifl at noon from (j3 to 
70; insuinmor Th rises from 70 to 90 degrees, and 

soiiiCtinu'S approat-lics iOO. 

The Tieiiriif thifl gtapendaotte promotitory from the 
sea presents a scene of massy rooks and barreii 
mountains; tlmt,' from its flat surface, called the 
Talilediinil is mont compicuous, and s(*eQ froin^ a 
great distance- Tbe fatigue Jtiid difficnlty of its 
ascent are n-liaid by the extensive prospects 

from the sonimit; -wbere the eye, as on a uinp, 
stretches over an immenae space of sea .and land; 
conipriuog the boundless ocean, rocky isles, majestic 
mountnlus, wifter hilla, a large town, orowdert bur' 
hour, and scenes of cultivation- The Table-maiiutaio 
is said to he covered with tJs table-doth when 
mantled with white clouds, falling in a striking man¬ 
ner on its sides. Half concealed by these immense^ 
volumes rolling over its sutface, it makes a very gnmd 
appearance, but in height is inferior to many others of 
less note, being only three thousand sis hnnilred feet 
above tbe h vd of the sea. On the siitnmit is a lake ■ 
of fresb w'uter, which supplies the town and shipping; 
the stream in its descent falling over grotewjnc rmks, 
forms beautiful cajseuflcs- At each cud ot the rahle- 
land, is a lofty mountain connected with it; one 
called the Ltotrs Rump, the other the Devil s Moun- 
Uiin. They arc all cooumst'd of rocky strata, but are 
said not to ho.volcanic. Their inhabitants ate chiefly 
hycno-'i, wolves, monkeys, vultures, and sometimes 
runaway slaves. 

Clapfvtown is large, and regtU^lv built; the princi¬ 
pal streets, leading to the great st|uarc, intersect each 
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other at ri^ijht tingh'S : it cont:iined tit that time aix or 
scvco hundred hoiiae^, anil about eij^ht thouaiuid m- 
habilimta, vticiufUtlfj slaves. The houses, built In the 
European style (Vojjj quc to three stories high, have 
uniform IV that neat appearaticr wdiieh etianirtoriifet* 
llitj^/beat towns iu Holhvnd. The fitiuare, aud most of 
the wide street!)., are planted wrilli avenues of oats and 
poplars, on each side of a narrow' aitiiil, hefm'i' the 
houses. There were then only two ehurt'hes, one 
Calvinist, the other Luthenui. The prineipjtl ptihlie 
liuildiuj^ were t|iE stiKlt-house, library, hospital and 
prison, 'rhe fort at the south end of the town was 
not deemed a plaec bf strength j there were Bcvcrul 
other liatteriea in dilfcreot situations. 

"The public gardens, adjoining the town, were much 
fretjuentcal Jjy the mbahitatita, and formed a delightful 
resort for strangerH, They contained live walks,, hall 
a mile long, shaded hy oaks, and perfumed by hedges 
of uiTTtle on each side; which aeparated them from 
stpiarc^ott-hards imd gardens, divided hyfomial narrow 
walks and hedges; but richly stored with standard 
peaches, apricots, figs, applcB, pears, and other Euro¬ 
pean and Indian fruit!), planted ofuidst a profusiojl of 
rooUf oud vegetables for the use of the hospital, and 
ships belonging to tlie Dutch East India Comjranv, 
Two enclosures Ijcfore the governor's house, are appro¬ 
priated to flowers and curiou.s plants. The garden 
was tcraiinateil by a large mierfageric, containing the 
most remarkable be.asta and birds indigenous to Afric^ 
or broiiirht fiijm otficr parts of the world. ‘ 

The iahabtLonts of Cape-towti have generally a good 
complexion, and some^of the young women ■« pretty; 
but they soon incline to itorpulcticy, and lose the 
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dcganl fiyiDnictry attrartivc in tbe fplnalt; foriH. 
Th0 men mw phlegmatie tliim tht Hol¬ 

lander in Europe. Descended from mi heterogeneous 
luixture of Dmeh, Germiina, French, and other emi¬ 
grants, they tiave in some ineftsart' lost the peculiar 
iruits of tiflttonnl eharwttcr, and by a consiimt inter¬ 
course’with foreigners, have aiquired more afliibility 

and courtesy than we usually meet with. The colonists 
had mostly large families, inLitrlmony was enrauraged, 
luxury and dissipation dlKeountitiancwi; there were 
then no theatres, casinos, nor [iiibj|fc exhibitions of 
imy kind, 'ITie momitig was dcdiailtid to Inismcss, 
the evening to family jncctings ; ftetjucnlly enlivened 
by music and darning. On the-arrival of any distin- 
ipiishctl strangers, the governor gave a public ball to 
the principal inhahirants and passengers- froiu tlie 
ships. 

Such is tlic pkimiiig side of the picture ; for it must 
fjc confessed, that, when eompaxed with the refine- 
mcnis of Eeropc, or the poll tied, and 

commerriol pursuits in India, the inhabitant*' of the 
Cape nppciir to pass a dull, monotonous, indolent life. 
With little employmeat in commerce or agriculture, 
no taste for iutdlectiinl pleasurea or mental improvc- 
inent, tlie gratifications of animal appetite usurii a 
primary consideration, and the important concerns of 
eating, drinking, and smoking, engross a Targe portion 
of time which might be wledicatcd to nobler objects. 
The women merit a more amiable^charucter; tlie girls 
were educated for domestic life, the niotlier Instructed 
tliein in nccdlp-work, and the varioub hnmcLes of 
huiLHt'hold economy. The father, assisted by sneh 
masters as were procunible, taught them the French nml 
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Engii^h InngiuigvSj writjti|r and arithinptic: nnr were 
tlw elegant a^x-omplishmcuta of ihueic, drawing, dmir- 
Jng, and wetrk^ of iiigennity, negfeeted in tlio higher 
eliis^cN of society^ 

I was in form til there vvcrC| at least, eight ^loinen to 
line man timong the white inbahitnnts of Cnjie-towii. 
Natural is tJi have ohserTcd that a Jafger pmportitiii of 
feinules are bora there than elsewhere: hut anotliiT 
cause ttiay be oscriliefl for this dtffi<'ieijt*y ; all thfs girls 
r^uiaia at the colunvi while the boys are generally aenl 
to Europe and the East Indies^ to tiitera uiorc ample 
field for fame atid fortune. 

When I first visited the Cape there was no respec- 
faille tavern nr hotel; lint many of the best farailieji 
accxiuizijodatcd strangers for a Spanish dollara-rlay. 
For this sutiz^ I was provided with a neat bed chamber, 
the use of the parlouri!i and drawing-room/ and four 
meals a-day^ boswles tea and tofiee. At dinner wr 
id wavs sat dow'o witli a well regulatcil family to a table 
plcntfft^V covercil Vitli fish, meat, poultry^ luidgaiiie ; 
a ilesst^rt^f choice fruit, and every sort of Cajje-winc, 
c.vo4-pr eonstsmtla^ 

Some articles, uotwithis^tantling^ wxre very e^^pensivCt 
espedidly fuel and washing ; strangers often foutnl the 
hitter jirenliarly so; for however lionetit the washer- 
woineti iniglit ap[jesir iti returning clean Tinm cortt^s^- 
ponding in title with the articles delivered, they 
geiicr-dlv deferred bringing in the last aAsortment until 
the passengers were just going on hoard their ^ld|^ 
who seeing the nunthcr correct, suspected no. uthi% 
fraud; hut 1 bave known more than oue lady mtjch 
Miortifiech when, far from any reparation on flic diMtant 
ttiaiti, i?hr has found a niudin gown deprivt^ of a 
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IjnadtL, and Iut ctunljric Iniiidkcrt'hicfH rtHliirrcI :i tVvr 
inrhi'* in ; niir wm’the |ietiLk'iin‘n li-as uiniovcd 
on iiclutliliriij ihcir aliirts nntl HiniiUy rur- 

tiiilcfL 

ConcI^Lire waa thought cxtruTttj^ont: they diarged 
cigljt dollars'a-day for a eountry cxrur&Ion. and fimr 
for an evening drive. Bread was qJwuYs at a fiscil 
priee; tiat made of the beat wheat dour one penny 
per poundt wliieh t!ie bakers were allowed to chaise 
after the tuoat plentifnt harveata, bat not permitted to 
advance in a season of scarrity^ Tlie rnedtum pricer of 
wheal was nboiit two ^hillings and foiirpence the 
bukhel. Thi" torntuon Cape wines tberi aoUl for tco. 
Twelve^ and fifteen flulliu-Fi the pipe; m that the lower 
rksses amply enjoved thij tw'o great hlessmgs of bread 
and wino : nidby viaeyarils In advantageous situations 
produce n Jiandred pipen of wine at a vintage- ^rhe 
vinca were originally brought from France and 
Geraiiiny; hut| eitcepi from the two vincyardH at 
(.•oDstantia^ the Cape wines are nt>t nmeh esteemed. 
Tiic prindpal inlmbltants drink those imported from 
Madeira and Bordeaux, and prefer rich ale and English 
porter to tJie Ix^st iiiiik liquor brewed at the Cape. 
Ai» the dutzcfi wxre not cxarljitant;p the Tezn-Hlfe and 
Maderia wines were drank at a motleratc expense : 
nor w'tis there any want of brandy, rum, or Batavia 
arrack- The earth supplied iilmiidance of fruit and 
vegetnblett, and tJic ex tensive sand bunk, at the end of 
their proiuontory, a variety of fish: so that on every 
account the Cape of Good Hope is one of the fiitf^st 
places in the world for ships to refresh au Advunta- 
gcainaly situated nndw^ay between EarO[ie and Ai^ia, they 
here meet with most uf the fruits and vegetables of the 
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toritl and temprnitc snarieg, with plenty of excellent 
ninttonj beef* '*u\d [ainbjiJl of whieli when 1 was there* 
sold for II halfpenny per pound; I believe the fureigu 
ships jiflid $ariiidh]rjg more. 

Some of the Interior distnets are said to contniii 
tnexhaustible forests of timber* hut from a wmit of 
means to convey it to the Cape, Dutch Company 
preferred seiidiog limber and plank from I lolled xmd 
Batavia. It could prohaibly be transported by sea 
from MussuUbay and other places at less cxperisei 
From this cause timher and plank were at an immo- 
.dt^ratc price; drewood was procured ^ith didicidty: 
to gather It in $irjiidl cjuautitles was tlie sole oeenpadou 
of nuTiieroiis slaves ^ and a small cartload of roots and 
briiNliwood cuTild not he purchased for than three 
or four dollars; consequently;* oil iiiannftctures reqmr- 
ing the opcTation of fire were extnivagimtly dear. 

Although there is so great o deficiency of tiinln^r, 
apd tteeful trees near the Cape, no country can hoasi 
of more curious and beautiful plants than this part of 
Africa. The variety of erica^ geranium* ixiit,and other 
elegant tribes* lately brongUt to Europe, is awto- 
nj^hing, u«d ihe nutuber is continually iucirasmg- 
Were I master of the subject, it would be ttio ca[u'ou9 
to enter on a Liunaeai^ deaeription of the lovely plants 
which “ waste their sweetness on the desert air'" 
Africa^ but become the pride and delight of the 
Enghsli coltcctiuns. In tlie season of spring, between 
the mouths of SeptetDber and December, the inBnitc 
vuricty and beauty of these plants springing up on the 
sandy plains* covering the sides of the uiountains^ 
and ailnriiing their rnggffl snmixiits* is astonisbing; 
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tLiir coionrj* xire liriJIianr* ami ninny art" r>itrirtnely 
odoriferous. 

Ejttliuivr of tjic jilantatiDtin mid villiis in the Cnjie 
territory, riiiiny gentlenien had estatea at a great dis- 
tujicc in the interior difitriou, partieiilarly round Miis- 
sid-bajr, four liimdred mi!e^ on^ the eaFitern shore* 
whore their planters cllUiTate coim, wine, fruit, akpes** 
and other drugs; hut I heliev'e there were no inxinn- 
factoripfl at tite «ipitah or throughout tlie colony, 
Soriie of the principal farmers, we were told, employed 
two hiuidred slaves amt llottciitots in ogri till tore and 
Lreeding cattU^: tha former were either honi in sla¬ 
very at the Cape, or hronght from Inilla, Madagascar, 
and the Comorro Islcii ^ the latter, whethrr they In 
reality enjoy their liberty or not, arc consiilered to he 
n free poDple. 

I heard of many farms sitimted a month's jonmej 
from Cape-town, among the friemlly Holtentots. 
Those farmers are mostly descended from the Ontch, 
Fnmehp and Geriitan protesmnt'f, who^ on variouM 
ocraHiona, rathir chose to encounter the clangers of « 
foreign country than endure the cruelty they espe- 
rieiireti in their own. They generally speak the 
Dutch lajjgujige, and retain the Europeau coniplcrlon- 
Scattered tlirotighoiit thi>sc extensive wtltU, they liave 
little comijiunicatioa with each other* hut many of 
theiji aotroiiipany their wives and children once a-year 
to Dipu-towa, in large waggons, loaded with wine, 
gniin^ bnttpr, dried fruits, hides, and other artirle^- 
jtli the produce they pimhasc weariug-apparrl, fur¬ 
niture, utensils, mid necessaries for a fiiuuily. Some 
of those planters arc men of amiahle majinets ; honest. 
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izYrlus^trJoiiv,. Fiiirl hoEjpttuljlt% I>iit i^iorant of fvi^rv 
tbuig liryoiic] zlic extent of tUvir fsirrii i the want of 
bookfr and social intm-OiirBC rendt^rs theni ctrrtuloius 
iiml inqniaittvep ehnnieiiTijitjcfi risuaJ ajnutig: people 
xhm fiitviEitcd. 

Such were the better sort of farmers id the Diitrh 
eolotiy when I made my iii[|Urnes j I am sorrj to add 
that another^ and I fear a much larger class, fjhore a 
different character j atiil perhaps a uiore atiprineipfed, 
unlettered, and crtiel nice of people nowhere existed. 

I do not make this assertion frotii niy own experience ; 

I travelled hut little into the interior, and only occa¬ 
sionally saw the farmers who liroiigbt their coumio- 
dities to town j hut from reports of its inhabitants, 
confirmed hy the accounts of Barrnw, Perdvd, and 
other intefligent travellrrs, w^ho made long journeys 
among theni^ we kfiow these colonists are, in many 
respects, no better than savagi>p, and fzi clemency, tir- 
banity, and other social virtues, fur inferior to the 
Hottentots among whom they dwell. Tlie latter arc 
tt mild, ainiahle, gentle nice, cornparcil with the Lhitcli 
lioors and yeomanry of the Cape, composed of the 
lowest classes of Dutch, French, and German eini- 
grants, Ltnd tin ir descendants. Tlieir cruelty to their 
slavefi, cattle, and Hottentots, has become proverb ial, 
and Las been fully detailed- Many of these cnlontsts 
have served in the ranks of the Dutch and German 
regiments, from whence they became servants and 
overseers tn the famis, and marrying the farmers" 
daughters, have iti time purchased landed property for 
themselves i and wiihotit retaining the virtues of a 
soldier, have introduced the vices of (he army Into a 
different Order of society* 
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TIlUii, fur ill lit as t from tbe civilisstd Jiiun tiers End 
relineiiients pf tht‘ otpitnl, deprived of the blcsaings of 
pubUc worship, and tlie social delights of a rcttirmng 
SabUutJi, the gcDcndity pf these people bad descended, 
or rather degenerated, into an almost savage state, and 
were given np to ignorance, cruelty, utid animal gra* 
tiheatiom The moral and pulitieid law s of Ho 11 and, 
and even the bye-laws of the colony, had little tndti- 
ctiai in regions so remote from the seat of govern- 
inuii; every head of a family found himself at lilxirty 
to act without control^ and his conduct geiitTully 
evinced, that imrestnitneil power, whether exerListHj 
in the durbar of an Asiatic sovereign, or usurped by :i 
Dutch boor m the wilds of Africa, bas alw'ays a fatal 
tendency. 

Iti the colonial farms it is not nncoiiimon to have 
a hundred oien for the plough, thirty or forty mtlch' 
cows, eighty faorscB, and a thousand sheep: I was told 
of some that fed ten or twelve thousaml sheep, with 
liorses, oxen, slaves, and Hottentois iu pro(u>rtioti; 
the oxen are particularly servieeabb; in drawing large 
waggons over the iudiUcrcnt roads iu those extensive 
regions. 

The governor wns then appointed by the Dutch 
East India Compitny, anil had the rank of an nieh 
Arer, eijind to one of the council of regency at Batavia. 
Under him was a council, consisting of eight meni-^ 
hers, including the £sca], and tlie tntyar who com* 
monded the gurrison j these gentleiiicD held the prin¬ 
cipal posts in the settlement, and were assisted by 
junior servants. The colonists had nothing to do with 
the police or government, bnt sceuied to enjoy much 
comfort and triinf|Qi|]Jty under their odiuimatratiun. 


HOTfENTUTS. 


The Dutch hid bcpn iii iJOf^ftCMaion of lUh cotouy 
ciriT siuce the (niddk* of the aevcxitccDtli cmiury; the 
Hottratota, who wt^re cA.'iiJj cnptivatcd by presenof 
fobsitco, braudy^ luid cutlery, per mitt ed them to ex* 
tend their terrltury, e&tiibliiih birmsi and^ for these 
- trilliug' conaidenit]onS;i ca beeouie ruasters of their 
docks and hei-tb, far distant from the southern rocks 
wher^ they first settled. In n short time. Hr hen tinder 
the pernzczouj effects of brandy and tobacco, they fn a 
niauner powned themselves and childrea to the Dutch. 
Although it may not amoimt to direct Hlavtry, they 
liavc ever dnee performed iill the bard services of 
agriculture for the colonists. 

Tliose Hottentots who prefemd the hlesaings of 
liberty and a pastortil life to such debasing gratjfica^ 
Hons, drove their cattle into the mtenor parts of the 
country, among extensive forests and high mowntaiaf, 
fiir from the European settlements: there they still 
continue in separate border, and Sk their kraals at 
pleasure, "^here pasture, water, and shade most invite^ 
They appear to be an innocent people, in w^hai may 
he ntlletl a savage state j. for they ccrtaiuly have made 
no progress towards refinement, though the Christiau 
missionaries Iiave liecn mtlicr ^ucccs^ifut in con verting 
them. 

In Bt at ore they are seldom above the middle size; 
their complexion ts dark hrown, whh short black curl¬ 
ing hair, like the negroeit, whom they also resemble 
in features; theyonng women are not nnpleasiu^in 
their form, and soft and feminine in tfatir mannen. 
The difierent tribes vary something in therr dress, 
which generally consists of the skius of wild beasts 
and l)Otli sexes wear a skin doak, called n kross, which 
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tk'j over the soitldcTs: the women Iiuvh ii!bo ii little 
npTOt), BOnietimes covcpc’d with headj^, ^n1d an orna¬ 
ment on their liead, composed of the same mfiterinls. 
Both Bcxes are fond of painting themselves, and robbing 
their bodies with the fat of imimalst whit-h, ns they 
go almost naked, prevents the bad effects of the snn 
in the suinnier heats. Their iifliml arms are hows and 
arrows, spears and liinces 5 which they nsc with grciit 
destcrity against their enmutfs, and the wild beasts 
that infeat the kraals, and emry off their cattle, Thev 
sometimes shoot with poiaomul arrows, especially at 
the hitter j for which pnr|)Osi' they Imve inoiiy vegetable 
poisons in the inland parts of Africa, hut. the most 
fatal VI said to be the venom of spryicnts. 

The Hottentots subsist chiefly upon animals caught 
in the chase, and the milk of their tattle, with a few 
roots peculiar to the country, and sometimes a sheep 
from the flocks ,* but 1 believe nowhere mltivate com, 
nor have any idea of gardening. Cheerful, hannic^vs, 
and hospitable, they are perhaps hap|»ser in ignorance, 
than some other nations with their boasted refinements, 
Tliry are fond of music, singing, and dancing; fjttt 
nothing can he more simple tluin their mnsfcal iristru- 
ments, more monotonous than their songs, nor more 
nngracefnl than their dances. 

The bosh men, or woodmen Hottentots, are a set of 
people who live by plundering their nefghhoars, whe* 
thcr Hottentots, Caffrees. or Dutch farm era, at places 
the most remote from protection; they shoot with 
poisoned arrows, and their appearance always spreads 
alarm aniong the planters, I believe they arc not of 
any partieuiar tribe of Hottentots, but form a eoin- 
mnnity of loinditti, compnsed of the vilest w^retehes 
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rryiii tbi; olLit )u>r(l4:Si; tin hUo froiu HTid luuluttct 
sJiiVfSf who dL*»«rt fToiii ihe Cupe, and uuUn with thes«: 
people ill devoting thejiiacKes to a life of plnudiT, dt- 
vostatiouj and rniulty, tliroiigliutH tlie Dotch eolouy, 
aud the peaceful mbe^ of llotientoOi, 

Of Caffrariut w'hich joins the Ilottcntotj** itnintn on 
the north, and other dij»tiuit part# of thin vast eon- 
tiueiil, the iiiLiihjtnnts of the Cujie, wlii'ii I wiis there, 
seemed to Iihvc hut very little knowledge, exci*|tl fmni 
the prejudiced reLitiotis and iniprohuhle stories pro¬ 
pagated Itjr the iguorujit plant era who were settled 
nearest to their districts. 

In the tiicnagerfe at the Cape I had an opjiortiinity 
of milking drawitign of most of the wild luiiiiiiils and 
euriouB birds from the interior pans uf Africa, Lions, 
ligen, clLphiints, hyenjei, jm kals, aiid sniJitJer (]ita- 
drupediij alioinid in the rocky w'ilds and forests. The 
hippopotamus, rhitioi^ros, zebni, and canielo-pardalis, 
animate the distant sclirudes, 

The hippopotamus, allhougfi in size neat to the 
elephant, is a mild lunl gentle auitiiiil, heavy and slow 
in its motions by land, hut more active in the water; 
and, when irritated by the huntsmen, it souietiines 
does misehief iti tliat element; it fetds priucipully on 
grass, and is taught in pits which the Hottentots dig 
on the banks of tiiu rivers, where it comes to gtuze. 
These pits are ten or twelve feet deep, concealed by 
green turf and boagha, from whence this ponder ons 
animal can never eatricate himself. Its flisdj is 
teemed a delicacy, and the ivory of the riuks preferfdilc 
to that of the elephant t the planters obtain much oil 
from the hippopoianms, the rhtmiceros, and the ele- 
plwdt, both for medicinal iind doincstfc use. Thu feet 
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and trunk of these uuiiuuk are thought excellent hy 
tbL' Hoticntota and colonists, who make them into a 
rich stew; the rest of their flesli, whtidl Is seldom all 
devoured white fresh, is cut up into long thongs, and 
dried in the sun for future provision. Hud we known 
in the Giucmt campaign that an elcplmntV foot was 
esteemed a luxury, we might often have been regaled 
w'hen so many were left on the field of battle. 

'W'bat an exact description does the hook of Job 
give us of the hippopotamus, under the name of be¬ 
ll ettioth. “ Behold now behemoth which I have made, 
lie ealelh grass as an ox; his strength is in his loins, 
and his bones are like bars of iron; he moveth his 
tail like ii c«lar, awl his aiuews are wnipped together: 
the mountains bring him forth food; he Ireth under 
the shady trees, in the covert of the reeds and fens; 
the shady trees cover him with tlieir shadow, the wal¬ 
lows of the brook compass him about; behold, he 
drinketh up a river, and liasteth not: be tnistrth that 
he ran draw up Jordan info his month T Job, eh. xl. 
ver. 15—*23. 

As the hippopotamus is uodouhtedly the ludieuioth, 
so the rhinoceros is supposed to lie the untcorti of 
scripture: tins animal attains a prodigious size in 
Africci, au<i is said to be the most powerful of the 
savage tribe; it is not unttirally ferocious, hut its coat 
of mail afibrds a complete defensive nnnoiir, and its 
horn is so formidable a weapon of oflence, that hn 
gcnifrally retuuins numolcstefl by the llotis, tigers, and 
other Ih'itHts of prey. Here, as well »s in Htudoslan, 

1 found imuiy eatniordiiinry virtues attributed to the 
horn of the rhinoceros, esprrially in drinking out of it 
as an antidoti’ to fioition. t have one of ibe largest and 
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iiiocigt bi^iutiful ever mtt with^ beiog ittirreeii iiieli^ tii 
eireuiiil'ertiicei though not tnrncd from liie thieki^t 
part of the liorn* The rlilnocerDa feed* upon grnsst 
iiug£ir-c4med, aud eacult^ijt phmtt foutici in its fniuiitd. 

Mwj iinprohable stories are eiiretilati>d at \hc Cupe 
of the eameloHpiirdidisi or giraffe^ .v^hich ia t^rminly 
one of the most aiugutar iioimak we are ucijuamteci 
witli' m height h often uiagnihetl, hut I believe noun; 
have yet l^eett met with tliat uieaaured more thiiu 
leeo feet, from the hoof to die tip of the bornii, or 
short liony esereaeeneeii on the top of the head, whieh 
are eight or niue itiehes in length \ the neck h very 
long in proportion to the body, whieh is only seviu 
feet; the Length of die shouldcr-bonc inakea ihe fore¬ 
legs appear ujiieii longer thtm those behind, and givi'ff 
the animal an indining posture: the male h riiidy 
spotted with a dark brown on a grey grottnd, the 
female of a lighter hue. The caujeleopard is an 
hinoeent peivci?alde attiu^al, and feeds ehielly on the 
letives of the niimo^a trecii, wdiicL adorn the interior 
forests. 

The ^ebrii, nnother nalivo of die African desierta, is 
a beaiidfni animal! in form, colonunci gnteeful mo¬ 
tion, It lias the eoinelrness of the honic, the swiftness 
of the deer, and the independence of ihe Uon. It is 
larger than the lofunion ass ; mid alihongb aomcairnes 
taken alive, 1 believe not one has been completely 
tarned, or converted to any use- 

The adjncent conn try abounds with monkeys of va^ 
rious kinds ^ many of ifaem arc domesticated by the 
tnhahitatits. Aojong others, I often visited nn ouning- 
ontnng, which had hecn brought from Java; in many 
itistaneca it approaihvd very near the liiiiiNin ^pc^i-iLit, 
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iind 5^^1118 to be the utiitiiig link m the gnind rbaiD of 

LTeation be uian 8Tid bea^t. At the Cape they 

have p by fill nioogopSL^ md uioeocksf, from Made^^- 

car and the Comorro yotue ot them lH''auiifullv 

' # 

tijarkt'd, 

Africa aLioiuidfi ,vtitb u variety af Ijirdi^j but tbeir 
ruriJ buuQtB were at so great a dlstuncefroiii ibcCupe, 
tluit 1 could oulj draw tbose I niet witli In eageHj or 
in the publii: inenagerie. In South Atnerii'a, when; 
tbc lovclicfii valleys skirt tbe city of St. Sehoatiati, 
every walk presented beautiful subjects for tbe peucil ^ 
not so the country ueiir the Cape. Tbe Africau de¬ 
serts tiouriiih thousands of ostriches ; so me were kept 
in the lueuugerie, with the secretary bird, and otlierx 
from the smitie w'ilds j together with the cassowary, 
the eoluiuba-cornnatit, and luanv carious birds froui 
the Dutch settlements in the East Indies. 

The ostrich is aq well known in the African orni¬ 
thology, that it would be nccdli'ss to descrjhe it. 
Among otiicr pecubuHtics, it is said to digest stones 
and iron. I sun igtionint of their digestive powers, 
hut they certainly voniciously devour pieces of glass, 
iron, and simihir substances, wdieti thrown iuto tin: 
menagerie. IIil' ostrich is the hirgcst of tha feathered 
tribe, and ia culled in Arabia the camel-bini, from its 
resemblance to that iminisi; it runs swiftly over thu 
deaert, by means of its long legs and expanded wings, 
whieh are not formed for un aerial flight, I’lie Am- 
huiUs, Caflrecii, and liottentota, hunt them for their 
feathers, and eat the flesh of the young ones; their 
eggs, hftcen inches in circumference, also afford it plen¬ 
tiful meal. Among the liijcurics of the Roman empit- 
rcijs we read of fleliogabalus having (lestroyed six 
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hiimlne^ Ofetridjtfs to finmJ^h one dish of btain^, "Hic 
Jnrge thick ah^U of thii bfrd is frcqtimtly caned with 
Htihjerfai from Scripture history^ ami other ornauictifa- 
Tlicy Hrc sold for a trifle to the pa9.iiiig stronger hy the 
slaves who carve llicni ; as are also other of tht'se egg¬ 
shells cut itFto longitudinal harsj tike a bird cage; in 
which some pewr canary-bird^ or other tinfoniinate 
songster^ iM perched, and sold with hi^ singular prison, 
for a couple of dollars. 

The caasoivary, roorc foroiidablc in appearance^ itnd 
more savage in disposition tbon the ostrich, is gcncraily 
bis companion in the Capo menagerie ; nnt much in¬ 
ferior in ttizep and stronger niiide^ he is capable of doing 
much nitschiefp and sometimes evinces his power^ ixa 
our [jarty one day esperienccd. The casaow^ary then 
exhihliedj had it seems an iDvincihle avetsioij to the 
fair sex^ w'hich the keeper had not Enfortned us of: a 
young Isifly approiieliingp he instantly struck her down 
With his fcFOti and got the better of two gentlemen who 
attempted to rescue In^j before tbc keeper, with an 
itttiiicnse whip^ put mi end to the comljuK He was 
akogethcr ii very fonuidablc adverjiarj^; the iiead^ in¬ 
stead of a crest or soft plumage, being armed with a 
hard liony excresrence, Uke n helriiH i his large bliti-k 
eycfcf Hte eiicirctcd with huirSp which spiuingly cover 
the head anrl tirck instead of feathers. 

Among other curious birds wm the Columlut- 
roronata, or Java pigeon^ a bird nearly a^a large m a 
turkey, with a plumage of dusky Idiie, and ii beautiful 
tuft on the IjcikL Also the secretary-bird, n native of 
ihe southern parta of Africu; about three feet high, 
chiefly anwyed in purple, w iib some long feathiTs de- 
gi4ti!ly falling iVoni the head ; it destroys serpents, nitSp 
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ui){] and la on thut account nmcb esteemed, 

for tbe Cape uboiutib witli vcnomoiui snukes, seor- 
]iioii$>, scoiopendra?, and noEiomi reptiles, aiso with 
lizards of uiitny descriptions, tho Lmd toitoisr, and 
gryllte, or locusts, in variety, alnmduiicc, and dp])reda- 
tion, ctjuallin^ their dcatritctivc hosts in other coun¬ 
tries > 

Barrow relates a very curious crrciitastajlt^ respect¬ 
ing living serjjftnts in the stomach of one of these hinia 
after its death: “An English gcnileuiau, who held no 
uflicial situation at the Cape, being out on a shooting 
party, killrtl a secretary, bird, which he carried home 
witlj the intention of having anaccursUe drawing niudu 
from it. He threw it on the Boor of the bidcotiy near 
I he house, where, after (t hnd remumed some time, and 
been examined and tosstsl sboilt, one of the company 
observed the head of a large snake pushing open the 
hill i out of which it speedily cmwlcd, in perfect vigour, 
and free from any injnry. On the supposition that 
others might still be iu the stomach, the bird wa» sus¬ 
pended hy the legs, mid presently a second unule its 
appeardnee, as large anti as lively as the first. The 
bird was afterwards opened, when the stomach was 
found to contain seven diiud sttake!j,wilh abalfnligiL^tcd 
mass of lizards, scorpions, 8colopcodrn>, centipedes, and 
liectlca." 

The penguins, setds, sea otters, und other animals in 
the amphibious pirns of the Cape zoology, foimd 
among the rocks and islands near this soutlicm pro¬ 
montory, open an ample field to the naturalist. 

The lions, hyenas, and wild hcasts in the interior of 
the colony, are very formidable and deatructive. The 
wonderful stories of these animals, related by farmers 




443 


fnnn the more distant nTgicniJ^j recjuire no coiuidod de¬ 
gree ut fiiith; some of their normtioiis would have 
Hiaggered Vaillant hiuisclf* There appears to he very 
little difference in the hahks of the African lion nnd 
the royal tiger of Hindostiin \ both (ire e(|tmily OTifty, 
ferocious, aud cruel. We read of the fioliJe betiatriour 
and gencrouii conduct of the sovereign of the forestp 
ill iiDcicnt historyt and chcrijih the pleasing ideas early 
imhilicd of hist attachment and friendship to man. 
Mtsdem lions have certainly the same propensities us 
all of the fehne genas in other cotmtHes. 

I bad no time for distant excursions, lint joined 
sevend parties to the triltas and plantations beyond ibo 
sandy ]>l»ins, three or four miles from CapC'^town \ w tic re 
the governor had a country honsCj and most of the prin¬ 
cipal ritissens, pkntatJDnsp ftinosj and vineyards* siir- 
routiding a mnd habitation. TJic* gardens and orchanls 
were cAtremely piand very prodiicrivcp mingling 
the pCHfh, aprieoc, and apple of Europe, with the 
guava, banana, and pomegroDatc of tropicol climes^ 
There were mango i.ri?cs in the Ckniipanys garden, 
which hnd not then produced fruit. The ptmehes* 
iipricots, and plums* were all standards, and in January, 
the cotiiuienceiitcRt of the Cape antmtin, were Ucnding 
under their gnitefal produce : nectarines had not suc- 
cmled, and cherries were uncommon; stniwlicrrivA 
abound earlier in the seaMm, with r few gooseberries 
and cortiinffi; onitigcs, lemons* figs, and mutberries 
are as prolific as the apples and pears, every where 
in grwit profuaion. Nothings can exceed the plenty 
and variety of the gnijies \ one of ihe moat ilelidous 
pro(ltice& the tent wine, a black gnijK’, with a rich 
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criijijiou jiii(.‘c-likL> bluoil; which may hiive oiiiseii it tq 
f>e sciccu’d for the wine. 

The uvemics are generally pUlited with Hlmunil, 
ehcauutt and walnut iretSi which attuin a large gruw'th, 
and protect the flowera, vegetables, and tender fruit 
trees, fiotn the high tenipciituqua winds, which so 
Ijowerfully prevail in that part of the glohe, The kit¬ 
chen gurdeua abound with cabbages, cJinliflowers, arti¬ 
chokes, asparagiis, pease, beans, Freuch-heana, beet¬ 
root, turnips, earrots, potatoes, salads, and iiioat of 
(he European vegetables; niany of the in much im¬ 
proved by the cUiiiate, They seem to be more atten¬ 
tive to these prodm^tive and iwefut crops, than to the 
indtivatioa of Sowers, for which the Dutch arc gene¬ 
rally famoua. Yet a variety of Europaun flowers 
seemed to flourish among theulut’s, geraniutos, and ele¬ 
gant heaths Indigenous to Africa* A chief beauty of 
the Cape gardens are the luxuriant myrtle budges^ 
which surrounded every euciusure, to a great height; 
their blooming bradclies waving over the hi.-ad of the 
jjassenger, unite in fragrance with the odoriferous ex- 
lialattoDs frotn the orauge ivnd lemon trees, bo abun¬ 
dant in this clime. 

We spent one diiy at Cottstaniia, the celebrated 
vineyard, twelve miles from Cape-towi). We travelled, 
in coaches drawn hy eight horses, over the sandy 
plains already mentioned in tJjo Journey from False- 
bay, uatil we approached the mountains, and entered 
a country abounding with farms and young woods of 
oak, Aluch trouble and expense lutve been bestowed 
to produce this eflcct in a wide w'aste of barren luoun* 
tains, rot-ky priTipices, and stindy hills. On a fisifig 
ground, tn this once dreary region, are sitoHted the 
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lioua<? untl vuiey^J tjf CoJistantk: the former h ti 
pliiin cotJifartitljIt! manaioti} ish rum'll by pluntiitiottR, 
anti approached hy an avenue of veneTuhle oaks, Tlie 
vineyards arc in the i>e?t aspi?ct^ whilbrr after visiting 
the cellars and tasting the choif?est wine, wc were con¬ 
ducted. In generah we were invited^ not ooly to cat 
as many grapes as we pleased, but to carry them awuy 
with ns. At CotiMtantia the vine-dresser reqnested 
us to pick only a little fruit from the trees, Imt not to 
gather a bunch; the wine is too precious for this 
indulgence : it must ever be deemed a nu-Ct us well iis 
a delicious cordial because tlic peculiaT soil of Upper 
Constantia gives the miigcadel grape a value there, 
which i'annot be imparted to the same vine when 
planted elsew^herc, and treated exactly in the same 
manner; it alwnya produces a diflFerent grape, and 
wine of inferior flavour. The experiinent has been 
repeatetlly tried in the at^oining vitieyards of Lower 
Consmtia, without success. 

We dined at au adjacent villa, delightfully situated 
among citron, orange, and lemon groves, and all the 
pleasing variety jiisf aicntioned, contritsted also by the 
rough scenery of rocks and niountainA which surround 
it- The vineyard seldom yielded less than forty pipes 
of wine each vintngej inferior in atrcogih and richness 
to Constantly, but resembling it sfi flavour i it 
then sold in casks containing twenty gallofTH, at twelve 
doikirs the ciwlc. The hofipitabk proprietor had lately 
purrhased ihia estate, wuth a good houflc, excellent 
wine vauitSj gardem, vineyard, oak-plantations, tmd an 
extensive tract of contiguous waste land, for six ihou- 
sand rix-dollars. 

I do nm partlciilttrixc the aquatic excursions we 
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made to PfDguiit Island, and otlit'r rocks near llie 
Cape, inhabited by penguins, seals, tmii swi-fowl. 
We »ouieU«HL'a cxtendeil Uiem to a greater distance, to 
have a better view of the Tahlc-liitid and its lonttgnoiis 
iiiouQtains, which 1 had only scon before through the 
BicdJiun of o dreadful tempest. The scenery around 
Bay False, and that of Talile-hay is smgtdorly striking- 

As the small vessel which brought me from Bombay 
to the Cape was not permitted to proceed to Europe, 
I etoharked on board the Calcutta ludiaman, and 
joined a party of friends, who were passengers for 
England, and had sailed ffom Bombay ten weeks be¬ 
fore my departme. 

After ft pleasant passage of fourteen days ftom the 
Cape, we arrived at St. 'UelettL A I'onstant succes¬ 
sion of fair winds, smooth water, and fine weather, 
however delightful to the voy^er, presents but little 
to aniose the reader 7 the continued prospect of sky 
and water affords no topic for a descriptive pen i ah 
though the glorious spectacle of the rising and setting 
sun is perhaps no where beheld with such grand effect 
os on the boundless ocean. 

Before we discovered the island, we saw several of 
the St. Helena pigeons, a sea-bird which has obtained 
that name, ahhougb it l>cars no resemliliinee to the 
genus. These birds are always seen to the windward 
of the island, but nevisr to the leeward 7 thus direct¬ 
ing the wanderers on the ocean to this haven of repow 
and refreshment, niter a long voyage, although it is 
little more than a vokanie eruption, rising in the 
vast Atlantic, and but a speck in a n^p of this terra- 
ejueouB globe. There is every appearance of vcdcanie 
agency throughont the island, which is situated in the 
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lutitude of Ifi aoutli, and 5** 4-J' of vt:»t longi¬ 

tude, froii) Loudon. It is twenty-seven ndtet* in cir- 
euniferencc, consisting chiedy of liigb rocky moun- 
t«ins,and deep valleys ; composed of lava, Bcon)i, ashes, 
mid uiariue sbelU, similar to the strata of Etna, Vesu¬ 
vius, and other volc^oes. Hie highest bill is called 
Diana's Peak, and Us sumuiil is 2()96 feet above the 
level of the sea. Tlie stupendous cliffs on die const 
are so extreuietj steep, that h ship sailing vincler them 
appears from their lofty snuiiiiits no bigger tban her 
buoy; and we could but just distinguisli the islondcni 
Hurveying us, as we passed close under their perpeu- 
dicubir sides sixteen hundred feet high, 

St. Helena affords neither aurhomge nor soiindingSi 
except at Sandy-bay, and the bunk on the north-west 
side of the island, where the vessels ride in safety, 
about half a mile fnuu the shore; the different hills 
and valleys near it are fortificfl with batteries and re¬ 
doubts. From hence St. Helena a]>pcar8 to the great¬ 
est advantage, presenting a prospect of St. James's 
valley, the landiDg-plucc, governors house, and the 
only town on the is^d ; it consists chiefly of a long 
narrow street, with houses rniiged at the fool of tlie 
niountains, built in ibe Engliab style, and fumisLed 
from Europe or India, The church is neat; the go¬ 
vern liient-housc couveotent, and pleasantly situated; 
iu front eammanding a view of the ships, and opeoing 
behind into the Company's garden t which, ofuir th<Me 
at the Gape, appeared rather tnsigniffcant This vak 
ky is fortified towards the sea; and on the sides of 
the niountnins ate winding roads, Uadiog to the coun¬ 
try. Tliese roads arc only ititcuded for horsia, whedcil 
carnages would be useless. The ladies are bold riders, 
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Iitjd gaJIup tip Atiil down Hie most foniiidnhle prcci- 
ptccs, 

Notwitliatundfng the dreurj- appeamnee of Si, He¬ 
lena towards the aea, in any of the inland vales arc 
swfieilv riira], bounded by magnificent srenery, I'ronj 
some of the least tremendGas heights the stranger be¬ 
holds a bold crater, in the centre of steep rocky hills, 
accessible only to wild goats, Imt the gentler nclivtilcs 
arc dotted with tieat furra-honscs, shaded by trees, and 
sniTonnded by verdant meadows or enclosures of yam*, 
potatoes, and such productions a* the soil and climate 
admit of. The»« farms are animated by herds of 
iattle and docks of sheep, while many u murniiiring 
rill falling from the mountains gives a fine effect to the 
stjhlimc and beautiful landscape, Tliis, althoug'h writ¬ 
ten at first under the impression of novelty, appeared 
to me equally true on a second visit, and even after 
enjoying the beauties of Switzerland and other alpine 
scenery in Europe. 

A short walk from these pictiireaquc views leads to 
immense cliffs and craggy precipices, opening on the 
nnhounded ocean, bringing to a stranger’s mind the 
unenviBblc situation of the (slanders, secluded from 
the rest of the world, and entirely dejM-udant on fo¬ 
reign supplies for the necessaries of life •, for, though 
the volleys and acclivities of the mountains arc co¬ 
vered with a thin surface of mould, w’hfrh by cultiva¬ 
tion would produce a variety of grain, yet in ** 0080 - 
quence of the rats and mice, that have cseaped from 
the ships, and infest the Island, not an car of it coidd 
attain maturity. 

Tlie monotony of the town and its local anecdotes 
present few attraction* to the inquiHitivc iravcller. In 
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fto coDiined a spot die rufiDcineDta and of 

society me not to be expected j but nature is ulivays 
new, alwaj '5 ciclijjhtfiil, and as I anticipated ano¬ 
ther lotig confinement on the rculins of Xepttine, I 
spent aa [uticb time aa possible in lUe country, and 
have sonictiines been so enveloped in ebuds, on 
the summit of ibe bills, that I could hardly see my 
horse's head. TJieie vapours penetrate throngh the 
thickest coat, hut are not often of long continuance. 
Leaving the tops of the mountains clear, they roll in 
imuiensa volumes over the valleys, und soiuetiniea pre- 
sent a pictura half lighted by the sun, and half con¬ 
cealed in an impenetrable mist. 

When no ships ore at St. Helena, the town is for¬ 
saken ; most of the inhabitants reside at their farms 
daring great piift of the year; ns the vuUey, which is 
tlic general name for the tosvti, is, from its situationj 
very warm, and the prospi-cts confined; there the 
ihermonieter rises to 78 or 81) degrees, but aeldom ex¬ 
ceeds 67 or 68 on the hills. The whole island, con¬ 
sidering its situation so near the erjuutor, is remark¬ 
ably cool, the iiir mild and salubrious; few disorders 
ni®’known, and ihc snudi-pox is particularly guarded 
against. The ladies have fine coroplcxionSj for nuLivEa 
of a warm climate t which is generally imfuvourable 
to the roses of my fidr conotrywomen in India, where 
the Washing (lower of love soon decays, and the jon- 
nutl suhdnes the snowy tint of the lily. At St- He¬ 
lena health and pleasure sparkle in the coiintenances 
of ilie yonng islanders t who arc in ^nerul lively, 
smart, and agreeable, although superficially endowed 
wiih thoae accomplishments and refinements which 
arc only to be acfjiiired fay education, 
vof.. t. 2 c 
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Tlie English (ooli this isUini from ilie Dmch in 
107.1; it had buen first discovered by the PortogocM 
in 1508, on St, Helen’s day: they thought it too barren 
for a seitlcnient, but left poultry and goats to^ rpn -wild, 
and afford refrt'sbmetlt to such vessels as miglit occa- 
sionally touch there for water. Tbe number of in- 
habitants in 1776 did not exceed two thousand t more 
than half of those were slaves and black servants from 
Asia and Africa, the rest were Europeans mid their 
dcscenilonts, incliicling four hundred soldiers and 
officers t the other inhabitiiuts capable of bcari^ arms, 
both black and white, are formed into a mUitia, re- 
gidurlv diBtiplincd, ’Tlie govemriient was vested in a 
governor, lieutenant-governor, and two jiiemljcrs of 
council, under whom were n few junior servants i no 
foreign trade was permitteil. The governor’s table was 
kept at the Company's expense, hut Ids sEilary and 
emolumrnts did not then exceed seven hundred pouuds 
a year, tbe lieutenant-govcmor was allowed five huit* 
dred, and the other servants proportionaldy less. 

The island at that time contained about two IhOnSiind 
bead of cattle, which were not deemed sufficient to 
supply the ships, aud keep up a stock. The mutton 
IS good, but not abundant i geese, turkeys, and smaller 
poultry were dear i pheasant^ partridges, and Guinea* 
fowls, scarce, though often seen wild upon the hills. 
Tlie gardens and plantations produce a variety of food} 
tbe plantain was most attended to, from forming with 
the yato the chief food of the slaves. Apples, peaches, 
mnlhernea, figs, and melons were good ; the pc?acbes 
large, coloured like an apricot, and highly fluvouretl, 
hut griijR's rare:. In some tof the best gardens were 
pine apples, iiutngo and tamarind trees, as well as scTcnii 
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oricntnl aliriibs imd flovrcre kit^Iv introiUtccd i tjicy hivd 
ulso begun to tfultivute the tiuir, or doll} of Hitidostun, 
which if it Buccijeds will he a valuable acfjuiBition, 

The apple-trees are deservedly estcetued at St 
Helena, for when the summer fruit is ripe the winter 
crop on the aaniP tree begins to blossom; but this 
valuahlc tree only succeeds in particular situations : 
oranges^ limes, tmd citrons grow wells the custard- 
Sipple, papoh, and pompelmoos had been latterly im¬ 
ported from India; all seemed to flounsb ■ and it 
m ust afford delight to every voyapr, to con tribute to 
the improvement of this interesting spot; where the 
British oak and banian-tree of Hindoatan unite their 
friendly shade untb tlie indigenous ebony and Ca¬ 
ledonian fir-tree s where the African aloe and prickly 
pear, the Indian bamboo, and Arabian coffee^ grow 
luxuriantly in the same bortler with the apple, the 

peach, and the mulberry fttmv Europe. 

The ficus indica, or Ijanion-trcei thrives at St. Helena; 
still more so the ficus religtosa, or pepfd. The slnog- 
woofl I have only seen on this island; its bug strings 
of red blossoms give this tree a beautiful appearance; 
its drooping branches, and tlic thick foliage of the 
standard peaches, shelter the rose-linnets, whicli now 
abound in Si, Helena, perhaps brought from Soph 
America, where their rosy bosoms form a beautiful 
contrast to the snowy blossoms of the orange groves. 
This is the passerculus orientalia, a small bird of de¬ 
licate brown plumage, varied by rose-colour and white, 
the eyes encircled with feathers of a bright red. They 
build two nests, one above the other ; m the largest 
below, the hen lays her eggs, and; like the interest¬ 
ing baya of India, the cock watches in the upper apart- 
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and sings to his matt: during her incnbatiom 
Tlie Java sparrows are more common ; they were first 
brought from CbiuH and Batavia for their beauty, hut 
from their wonderful increase, are bQcotuc n great 
annoys cc to tht; funners. 

The cotton plant kid not hecn long introduced at 
St. Helena j with what success It may be cultivated 
time must detcrtuinc. The gum-wood (solidugo~ 
Icucadendrou,) seems the most thriving tree on the St, 
Helena hills, It produces a tealnous substance lihe 
gtim- Iwtijaniin, They also Hbound witli ferns m great 
variety and beauty, partiLnilarly the dicksonia, or tree- 
fern, which grows to the height of twenty feet •, the 
seed of the furze brought from England, and seuttered 
about tbe hills, clothes them with beauty and fragrance. 

The variety of fish daily brought to market. Is a 
source of entertainment to a stranger, as will as a 
luxury at his meals. Many are curious and finely 
cctoured} the mackarcl are inferior to those in Eu¬ 
rope ; the little fish called the bull s-eye is delicious, 
e(|ually so the ciuming-fish, thus culled from its steal¬ 
ing the bait, and eluding the book* Tlic hog-fish is 
curious, and the green fish vies with the dolphin in 
alternate changes of purple, crimson, green, and gold. 

We left St. Helena on the last day of Fehroary, and 
favoured by the south-east trade-wind crossed the line 
on the I2lh of March; there it forsook tts. and was 
succeeded by variable hreeaea, ac[Uulls, calms, thunder, 
lightning, and heavy ruin, with a boi coDdenacd at-' 
ruosphrre. This unpleasant weather continued until 
the tldd, when bciog in the hiuuide of 7® IS' north, 
we fiuttered oursdves with nlie hope of meeting the 
north-east trade wind, utid soon terminating our 
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voyage; bit different scenes awuifed usr aTuT a 
moderate breeze all that day, followed by a mild evrti- 
ing, we retired to rest us nsaul about leu o clock. At 
midnight the officer upon deck was alaruicd by the 
noise ofu swelling surf, and very soon distinctly licurd 
the hollow surges successively rolling upon a near 
shore* The captain was instantly called, and a general 
alarm succeeded: on soimding we found only ten 
fathoms water, when we imagined ouraelves on the 
Atlantic ocean, some Imndred miles from land. As 
the wind blew fresh on the land, there was no time for 
deliberation t we therefore anchored immediately, and 
at day-brenk beheld within a mile of the ship a sandy 
beach, shaded by groves of cixoa-nut and tamarind 
trees, but could not distinguish any hills or mountiuns. 
We then knew it to be a "port of the coast of Guinea, 
, near St. AnQ*s, generally called the Gold Coast, from 
its prodncing gold, ivory, and slaves •, but as none of 
the natives came off^ and we sent no boat on shore, I 
had not an opportunity of niakltig further ohscrvations. 

Although it was deemed imprudeut to have any 
communication with the untives, or partake of nuture's 
bounty on shore, we unfortunately continued neat it a 
long time. We wcighi'd anchSr the next nioming, 
blit could neither get out of soundings, nor lose sight 
of the coast. The land*winds were too faint to assist 
us, and the sea-breezes always rdntraryi to render 
our situation stiQ more distressing, an unfavourable 
southern current set so strong that frequently when we 
had sailed several niiles to the northward, the observa¬ 
tion convinced us wc were far south of our last 
reckoning; and thus, after a fortnight had eJapsed, wc 
were further from England than when we first saw the 
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lani The wind seldom varied more than two points 
from the north-westj which wns the very couws we 
wanted to steer t we cros4ied the line eeveral degrees 
more to the eaitw'ord than is customary for the home- 
ward'^hound ships from India. 

The days w'ere sultryi and the nightly dews un¬ 
wholesome ; the pressure of the atmosphere caused a 
laasitade Ixith of body and mind. Nothing can t>c 
more (incertam tlian tlie weather on the coast of 
Guinea: from a sky perfectly clear and serene, in a 
moment bursts a storm of thunder, lightning, rain, and 
wind; tlic SCR instantly becomes confused and tomul- 
tootu \ itslovelv tints of axurc and jicjua-marina, ussuniB 
the sable hoe of the overspreading gloom; this M sud¬ 
denly subsiding, leaves the air triore sultry than before, 
producing all the enervating eflecti of the Italian 
alrocco. 

Thus we continued in a state of listless apathy for 
some weeks, when, after stealing gently on with a faint 
land breeze during the night, Vfc W’cre agreeably sur- 
priaed one morning at day-hrijak with the appearance 
of a vessel at a few miles distance. Pleased with the 
novelty, we dispatched a boat, and foond her to be a 
French ship from Mauritius, bound to rOrten^ wiiich 
had already been a month in these liitltudeSj amid 
calms, contrary winds, and southerly ennents. We 
kept compimy niaiiy days, and frequently (lining with 
each other, diverted onr (•nuiii; for, notwithstanding 
(heir misfortunes, the French captain and passengers 
were cheerftil and volatile. 

Among a variety of fish oo the coast of Guinea, the 
most facantify is the ^Icditsa, or Portogueze man-of- 
war, which cnl^^'ened the surface of the ocean, sailing 
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by thousands before the wind. Ti appears individually 
like a large bubble or inflated bladder, perfectly inmspa- 
rent, and rarying with the most lovely tints of blue, pink, 
and violet t it is eencrallyof an oval shape, two or three 
inches long, with a protuberance at each cad,soijjetbi!ig 
like a bird’s bead and beak- 1 could never discover 
cye^T or mouthy yet it certaitily bcloags to le 

tribe of fishes, with a cartibiginous body, assivttung dif¬ 
ferent shapes as it is more or leas inflated. On the top 
oftbe body it spreads a pink transparent sad, sup¬ 
ported bv delicate fibres, which enable U to raise or 
lower the sail at pleasuret with ibis they send away. 
Before the light breezes, but arc seldom seen in a Iwis- 
terous sea: under the l>ody are suapended several fila* 
ments of the most l?eautifii] blue, of unequal length, 
and alwavs in the water. These appendages are of a 
pungent kustie qiiabty, and wherever they touch the 

skin it rises in blisters like a bum, followed by acute 

« 

pain, -if 

These carious animals arc attended by a train or 

beautiful fish, sis or seven inehes long, marked with 
dark Stripes over the pale hues of the iris, like the 
pilot fish, which always accoiupany the shark; 

I never saw these little fish' but under the Me- 
diisii, whose protection they seem instinetiTely to 
claim from the bonitos, slliacores, and other voracious 
fish, which are continually pursuing them and the 
flying fish ; but these bnvc the advantage, for the in¬ 
stant" their gigantic cnetpy approaches, they swmi un¬ 
der the Medusa, which is so poisonous that no fish 
attempts to touch it! and it would be iinpoMible to 
snap up one without the otlier, so closely do the Itttlo 
fugitives adhere to their ppotertor j while the unfortu- 
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nate in c^deaVDarini: to eflCapf? a watery 

foPt RFC ilercHirLd by lUc acjiiatio binls contintsalJy bo- 
veriog over them^ 

The hhiirkg on the Gtiinc^a coast tti-c of a trcraeinloiia 
size, and often foUow the blaTc vessels From ibenre to 
tbc Weit India islands, to feast upon the bodies of 
ibe ticgrorsj who aro so fortiiinatc as to die on the 
vovBge, and escape from Cbtfstiao bondage- 

bn the l 7 tli of April, having proceeded eonsiderablj 
to the westward of ihe coast of Gtiitiea, we had the 
sa isfuthon to find the wind veering gradually from 
west, and at length it settled in the rfigular north-east 
trade. We soon forgot hH onr late u iisfort tines; thff 
anticipation of hsippiness in our native isle ligHiin sea¬ 
soned our repast, and we satied gaily on. In three 
days we saw rit. Jago^ Bra™, and several of the Ciipo 
de Verd lahindi-j aiid were detained by a cnJnt close to 
Fogo^ a harreri monntiunous island^ only ten miles in 
cire&nircretirei which takes its name from a burning 
n]0unr4un, that freqnently sends forth liquid lava and 
other volClinic matter, like the more sublime alembics 
of Etna and Vesuvius, Brava, situated between Fogo 
and £t. Jago, seems to be an uninbabitcf! mountain, 
three or four miles long. I have already described St. 
Jago in my voyage to India . very few of the home- 
ward bound ships ever fiiU in with ihe Cape de Ycrd 
Islands. 

From thence, pleasant gales and fair weather carried 
us to the Azores, ot Western Isiimds, which we saw 
on the I3th of May; I must except one half-honr, 
when wc were suddenly assailed by a violent stonn, 
with thundefi lightning, nnd rain. It came on so in- 
stantimeoiisly that we hnd no time to prcjiare against 
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it before aIV our suils were split to pjccee i it com- 
zneitceti from ibc souiVi^Pftfltt md io n iiioineDt sbifted 
to the north- I shall not attempt to tlescrilw this 
dreadful scene j its horrors ejtoeoded every thing I 
could biive conceived, and the oldest seamen declared 
they had never met with juiy thing to equal it. 

Sailing eastward of the Azores, u pleasant breeze 
wafted U 9 along the coast of St. Mary’s, within sight 
of its orange groves, villiis, haoilctSj an d com- fields, 
scattered among criiggy pretipiees and foaming eus- 
cadea. We passed Ijetwecn St. Mary’s and a chain of 
roths called the lloriJiigas, on which the waves beat 
violently; and after coasting along St, Michaers, fa¬ 
mous for ita oranges, wc saw several other islands 
belonging to Portngal, situated about three hundred 
leagues to the weatw'ard of that htngdoiii- The cli¬ 
mate of the Azores, though outiject to earthquakes, is 
mild and salubrious ; they a fiord the inliahitants all the 
nccessiiries of hfe, and abound with com, w'lne, and 
fruits, Angra, in the island of Tercera, is the scat 
of govertuuent, and the residence of the governor- 
gener.d, the bishop, and principfd officers: this capital 
eontoins b cathednd, and several other churches : there 
is a good hiirbour, and genenJljF a brisk trade. 

After leaving the Azores, the Atlantic presented a 
lively scene of vessels suiling in all directions : we 
spoke with several, and exeliiinged presents of tea, 
aimck, and Indian dcltcariea, for the grateful retnm of 
English porter, butter, and ebeese, on which we regaled 
for the remainder of the voyage ; which, tiotw'itlistand- 
ing it was now the beginning of summer, tvas noteon- 
fludcd without fresh gslca, hoistcroos seas, and cold 
weather; so late as the 30ili of May, the decks were 
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covered with mow. At tbut time our water and pro- 
Tisions nmtiing low, and the soiLs being in a ftbattered 
condition, we steered for the Cove of Cork in Ireland ; 
where we arrived the ocsct day, tiftcr a voyage, by the 
logt of twelve thousand nine hundred miles from 
Bonibav. 

9 

The prospects on the coast of Ireland were very 
pleasant, capectuUy in the Cove of Cork, which pre¬ 
sented a continued succession of villas, parks, and 
farms, with the ruins of castles and yellgiotis edifices. 
The Cove is spacious, and reckoned one of the most 
commodious harbours in Europe. We found tt 
crowded with vessels, and ancfiored near the small 
town of Cove, alrt>ut nine miles from Cork, from 
whence, early the next morning, the Calcutta was filled 
with company, from the principal nobility to the lowest 
shopkeepers, fiocking on board for India bargains. All 
the beauty' and fiishioit from the city and the nearer 
villas were constantly arriving. Longing to be on 
shore, I accompanied the captain and passengers to 
Cork} sailing up the river in an open boat, we had 
beaatiful views of several coblemen^s and gcntleuien's 
seats on the acclivities of hills sloping to the water's 
edge, covered with groves, gardens, and farms while 
the busy sons of industry and conmicrce in the dilfcrent 
vessels enlivened the picture. 

We wcfe tteiitcd with the kiodjic^i and 

hospitality by many of the principal families at Corfcj. 
which ranks next to Dublin in magnitude fuid wealth, 
and carries on a niore c^densire commerce. It con¬ 
tains aiwut fifty thousand lo habit ants* As the Cal¬ 
cutta was likely to he detained there for some weeks, 
and I ardently longed to reach home» I left Irulond on 
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the 6th of June, with several of our pnaaengere, in the 
Pitt yticht. 

We sailed with a fair wind, and next evening saw 
the lights on Seilly i on the third roornlng we were off 
the LsintTs-end in Cornwall, and swiftly jsissing the 
ronmnffc coasts of Devon, on the fourth evening we 
neared the Isle of Wight i the wind then becoming 
contrary, wc landed the 10th of June at Hasting* in 
Sussex, with feelings which I cannot expreas f the 
thrillings of joy were too powerful, and produced a 
sickness of the heart well known to minds of sen- 

» Bli59 gaei biij io ft certain bound— 

Beyond 'tifl ngony T 

I could neither eat nor sleep ; and at three the next 
morning we set off in a post<chaise and four for Lon¬ 
don, It was indeed an interesting joomey, and most 
delightful did every thing appear in this lovely month j 
orchards and hawthorn hedges in fidl bloom and fra¬ 
grance, verdant meadow's, and springing corn-fields, all 
united to endear my native land, from which I had 
been nbscDt eleven years. My happiness was complete 
on reaching my father** house, and finding my family 
wcIL 
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CHAPTER XXI. 

The Author's Eehmuo Intljii—J ouhmjt from Sunt to B^cb^ 

_Seubmwi—W eill— on* of ScfJ|JlLi/e—Gencml Lho* 

rK-tcT of the lodionj—Trntle of ilic Ancknli with Basygizap 
or Biroche—Motlorfl Cottom Tnde Al Burucbo—Huvuiiuoi 
of Buroirlje — Purgunna—Auiinn^* — Birds—Fmiti — Oriental 
Utni**, StiL^rhirtf^ tee—Oili and PerfHTne*—TriUe of Baraiu^ 
Mahornodoo FjAocrs—PonMtiocNi of ImUin Devoteei—Hindoo 
Colleges—JattarAS—Succulteroll—E?ipIatloa of SuoIu-TIrthti— 
^Vlahuateduu FL^dvds—Death of HomsaJn—English VitJa nenr 
Bonaclie— SerpetitSp Guardian^ of Indian Gardeui— Ordeal 
Thijlft by Water and Rice—Singular Anecdote of a Robbery 
—ProvbfflDns at Baroche—Lower of fjodoty—.Court of 

A dawk at Bufoobv^—Silror Mosi|Lie—^MauioleiiiD of Bikha* 
Rohan—Campanson betweea Modem Hindoos and Piiiiho- 
zDotlofis—PajpoeEft—SEogidAr eitiln of a Hiodoo Family at Bom¬ 
bay—Anecdotes from Lord Tciguniuuth. 

The Toyage to Europe und ii res^tdenrrt of nine 
niaDtho in EngliDd, rescorfd my bealtb ; when having 
obtained from the Count of Dircccora an appointment 
to the first vacancy at Barochc^ a ietUement in the 
provinire of Gusecrat^ $ubotdIiiate to Bombay^ I cm- 
barked ii second time for India in 1777, with a beloved 
and ^evciul agreeable passengers. 

After a plea^nt ttjyagc^ and stopping a few days at 
tlie Cape for muter and rdresbrnents, without an 
hour's bad weather, losing a man by dieknes^t or meet- 
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ing with nccidcDt or iulvcnturtj, wc arrived at Bombay 
in little more than four months. Thu# circiinistancod, 
A voTOge of twelve thousand miles aftbrds no subject 
for conimnnication : numerous passeagers, like my¬ 
self, have probably traversed the eapansu of rolling 
oceant between Europe and Asia, w'ithout once reScet- 
ing outlie eituatiou which afforded Sir William Joues 
enthusiastic delight; it requires a mind enlightened 
and expanded as his own, to enjoy the sensations which 
he describes m his preliminary discourse to the Asiatic 
Society at Bengal. 1 confess it i# a passage I never 
read vrithout envying his feelings, and partidparing 
in his pleasures. 

When I was at sea lost August," says our great 
Orientalist, “«u my voyage to this country, which I 
hail long and ardently desired to visit, ! found one 
evening, on inspecting the oUaervations of the day, 
that ludia lay before us, and Persia on our left: whilst 
a breeze from Arabia, blew nearly on our stem. A 
situation so pleasing in itself, and to me so new^ 
could not fail to awaken a train of reflections io a 
mind, which had early been accustomed to contciu- 
plate with delight, the eventful histories and agreeable 
fictions of the eastern world. It gave me inexpressible 
pleaiiure to fiml myself in the niidat of so iiolde an 
aiiiphi theatre, aim out encircled hy tlic vast regions of 
Asia, which has ever been esteemed the num of 
seieuce, the uivcnttcas of delightful and useful arts, 
the scene of glorious actions, fertile in the productions 
of hamnii genius, abounding in natuml wonders, and 
itihuitclv diversified In the forms of religioii and 
govemment, in the laws, manners, customs, and Ian- 
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guages, as weU as in tin? ftatortss and complexions of 
men!" 

After residing six months bI Bombay, ft vacancy 
happened at Baroche, and I took tJie first opportunity 
of fiatceediug to my appointnient, 1 went by sea to 
Smut, und from tlwnce across the country to Baroche, 
Snrat I liave already described; it afforded no further 
novelty; and the voyage thither is too short and 
onvnried to interest a distant reader. A land-wind 
every night, and a seu-brueze throughout the day, 
e(|ually ossuited us; the morning presented a splendid 
sun, rising over the eastern mountains, and the western 
sky and curUng waves were tinged by his evening 
lieams. Tlie pleasure of the voyage was heightened 
by a serene ntmospliere ftnd regular winds; we 
felt their salubrious influence, and were amused by 
the sportive inhahitanu of the deep, and in teres tetl in 
the commercial intercourse with different sea-ports 
which we passed. 

Tlie little journey of thirty-six miltsB from Surat to 
Barochc is delightful. Soon after leaving the former, 

I erased the Tappee, and travelled through a fertile 
couotry to Kuncafotlrah Cfidtc/ieyf a caravaosary on 
the honks of the river fCim, about half way to Boroehc; 
situated in so great a thoronghfiire it is much fre^ 
quanted by merchants, and travellers of all descrip¬ 
tions; especially hy senossees, yogeeft, and other 
reiigious pilgrims. I have there met with Hindoo 
mendicants, w‘bo had made the tour of Hindostan, 
extended their journey to Persia, and some of them 
hud ovcB penetrated into Russia, and renehed Moscow, 

These people w*ere often brought to me secretly,40 
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know if f would purcboae ottah of ro$es, peurUj or 
odirr corictsikd commodities; 1 hiid frequently some 
trouble with them uia custom-master at Baroche. 

Most villages iu this triict of country have public 
wells and tanks, where the pilgrim and his cattle are 
sure of finding abundaneii, except in dry seasons j 
and then some ehuHtable indi\ndual generally alleviates 
the failure, by placing a person to dispense water 
gratis from n temporary receptacle. An jtihabitaut 
of the Bast understands iu oil its extent the simple 
words of our Saviour; ** Whosoever shall give you a 
cup of water to drink, in my name, verily I say unto 
you he shall not lose his reward." St. Mark, ch. ix. 
ver. 41. 

I spent the heat of the ilay at Kiimratodrali, and 
passed the night at Occlasccr, a pleasant Hindoo 
town, the capital of a small purgutina in the Barochc 
district, then hidonging to the EugUsh. Occlasecr is 
^ not many miles from the soutli bank of the Nerhudda, 
where I arrived the next morning, and crossed the 
river to Buroefae. - 

I have already mentioned the cstahlishmEut of the 
English factory at Surat in 1615. Xhe Company 
were soon afterwards permitted to hare factors at 
Ahnu-dabad, and other cities in Gmeemt, where ihey 
carried on a considerahle trade. Sir Thomas Roc, in 
the progress of his emhassy from James the First to 
the Emperor Shah Jehan, stayed some days ut Bram- 
pore, where Sultan Curnun, the emperor’s second 
son, was encamped with his nrioy* EKiring that visit, 
Sir Thomas Roe, by his negociation with Maliobct 
Cuun, received a pbirmaon, grunting him permission 
to ititabUsh a factory at Barot lje, with several valiinble 
iiiimimitics. 
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The trade of the imcients vith India, as recorded 
by Ptolemy, ArnuJi, and other ■nritera, having been 
mentioned at Surat and llirjee, I ihall now only 
particularize their lommcrce with Baroche, the 
Burygaza of the Greeks i on which subject the 
pubiieatlona of Dr. RoberUoa have thrown consider- 
nble light. 

Dr. itobertaon's nccDunt of tlic ancient commerce 
of this citT U taken from Arrian's treudac of tlie 
navigation of the Erythrean sea. After describing 
the trade of Pattida on the Indus, he says, a fur 
more considerable emppriuni on the same coast was 
Barrgwa; and on that account Arrian describes its 
situation, and the mode of approaching it, with great 
minuteness and aceoracT. Its sitoation corresponds 
entirely with that of Baroche, on the great river 
Nerbudda j down the stream of which, or by land 
cairinge, from tlie great city of Tagura across high 
mountains, all the produrtions of the interior country . 
were conveyed to it. The articles of iiuportation and 
ezportiition in this great mart, were extensive and 
various. Among the former, our anthor enomcrates 
Italian, Greek, and Afubian winea, brass, tin, lead, 
girdles or sashes of curious texture, mclilot, white 
glass, rod arsenic, black lead, gold and silver coin. 
Among the exports he menlions the onyx, and 
other gvtns, ivory, myrrh, various fabrjra of cotton, 
both plain and ornamented witli flowers, and long 
pepper,” 

The modem imports and exports of Buroebe are 
similar to those mentioned by Dr. Robertsao ; wines 
indeed are not included, except for the consumption 
of Europeans, and the trade in onyxes, eomchnns. 
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and from Lhc iardoiijx iiianntain of Ptoleniv, 

not many inik's from lliirochf?, bm been transferred 
froni tlit'Dce to Cautljav. 

Three years hud dupsed since my via it to Baroche, 
with tia^biih's army; I found it much improved in 
huildiDgs, popidutloJi, und couimerce, TJic cotton 
Ipude WHS very eonaitlerftfale; and the muntifiurtun’a 
of this vainahJe plimt^ from the (iiicjt muslin to the 
courses: sail-clcitli, cm]iloyetl thousands of men. women, 
and childret), in the nittmpoiis and adjacent villages. 
The cotton'clearers and spinners generally reside in 
the siibarhs^ or poo/'tths of Buroehe. which ure very 
extensive. The weavers* houses are mostly near the 

•k 

flliade of Inmannd mid r^i^fcngo-triM;^^Jj under *wlik:L at 
AOD-risc tliL'j' fix their 1aom!i> tmd weave u variety of 
CDltou-clatli, with yerr fine baftii§ and muslins; Surat 
is niorc famous for its eoldured cliintzes and piece* 
^oods. The Barochc euusIiu!} arc inferior to those of 
Beugiil iiud MtaJnis; nor do the painted chints^fs of 
Guzemt ef|Tni| those of the Coromandci coast. 

Exel^ive of cotton the Baroche districts abonticl 
with ricCj imd a ^'arietjr of graina and putse, nuts 
and seeds for oil, also shrubs and plants for dying 
the cottons. 

Nothing can exceed the &in>plieity of the orienta! 
manufiictnrcrsandEui^chanics, In Surat and Baroche^ 
the szlver-smitli, if convenient, hrings hh appanitus to 
the house of his employer, and tliere ntakes such 
things as are required, in a style of strength and 
neatness that anairers every useful purpose; and in 
some parts of India, cspeciaiiy at Sumatra and An- 
jengo, the work of the nativeii in gold and silver 
fihigree, e.xccttted W'ith only an iron uaih i^ beautiful. 
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Tlie citrpcnters will cabiiHa-mixkers gcneriilly cwne 
home to us, and made up ftirniture j 1 ba^e 
had a chariot, in the Englkh style, begun and 
finished, under my own roof, except the heaw parts 

of the iron-work. _ ,, .l 

The Baroche purgunna, which tlicn belonged to the 

East India Company, comained one hundred 
aixty-fuur viliagca; and its revenues as I have hefore 
mentioned amounted to six lacs of rupees, or booic- 
thing more than seventy thousand pounds a-year, 
which was six-tenths of the whole produce i the re¬ 
mainder belonged to the cultivators. In the reign of 
Akbar, at the end of the fifteenth century, the citcar 
of Baroche, or BUeroateh, to which the Purgnnnas of 
OceJaseer, Hansoot, and some others, were then an- 
ne.xed, contained fourteen niahls, three hundred and 
furty-ninc thousand seven hundred begnha of land, 
and jitJJcd a noble revenuep 

Tlic peninsula of Guzorat in which, aa I have already 
ohsen ed, Baroche is situated, two hundred miles long, 
and a hundred and forty broad, is formed by the 
Arabian sea on one side,and the gulph of Cambay on the 
Ollier, extending inland in ft north and east direction. 
From its numerous ports, and commercial advantages, 
the aea-foast contains as great a variety of castes 
and religions as any part of Hindostan. The re¬ 
venues of this soubali, or province, in the reign of 
Aurongzebe, at the beginning of the eighteenth cen¬ 
tury, amounted annually to one hundred and fifty 
bu's of rupees, or one million eight hundrctl ihomand 
pounds sterling. 

The Baroche villages are rural and pleasant; each 
U embosomed in its own mango and tamarind grove, 
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imd the Burroundilig cooDtry re$cmhles a Inxiimnt 
garticn j the rich crops of ^rain are coatrasted by cx- 
tcD&ivc fiphtfi of capsicnius, or chilics^ glowing with 
Rciirlet, large tracts of yellow cossiimbiii (carthamiis) 
which makes a Vtduabic red dye, and acres of to¬ 
bacco, crowned with 6owTrs of a pale rose-colour. 
Several Tillages euhivate the SHgar-ninr, as also the 
turmeric, amomam curcuma, Lin. j fiutigrccfc or TUcti, 
mcli trigoaella, hcnum-gra>com, Lin.; faenda, hibiscus 
csctilentus, Lin.; falsi, ocynium, aad many other 
useful plants and vegctaljles, peculiar to tin* country: 
it is almost unnecessary to mention that turmeric, 
ginger, and capsicums are planted wherever they will 
grow, throughout Hiodostaru 

The cultivated tracts aboimd with bares, antelopes, 
foscs, and jackals; also partridges, quails, and other 
game; and every viUage has its moakeya and pea^ 
fowl i the vroodlaads, and wilder parts towards the 
eastern hills, shelter tigers, leopards, Ityeuas, and bogs; 
the lakes ami rivers are covered with flamingos, 
pelicans, darks, and water-fowl in great variety. TTie 
partridges fretjaently roost on high trees ; and several 
sorts of wild ducks settle on the lofty branehes of 
the palmira, borassus flabellifortnis, Lin. The l^mboo, 
liambtisa, grows in many of the wilds; it is also cutti- 
vated near some of this villages. In Guzerat the 
natives arc seldom distressed for grain; hut in many 
parts of India the poor rat the seed of the bamboo. 
Tlie bamboo forms an impenetrable hedge round 
the villages, when thickly planted for that purpose; 
and the brnnehea uniting at the top, produce a shady 
walk, with the effet't of a gothic cloister. 

Tlic water-melons at Baroche are esteemed the best 
2 it 2 
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In India, espedallv those ivhich gros^r on si sandy 
Uland in the Nerbadda, near the city. I think 
water*nii’1tinj. (iingurin citnjUos, Ltii.) one o 
nleaiiantcat and most refroahiiig of the tropica rul s . 
when cooled they ere like the iced fniits in Eyope, 
and dissolve In the month like snow. 1 have found 
them cstruinelv goad in the south parts of Europe, 
particokrly ut Venice nud Naples, where they are very 
abuJidant.* An eminent physician observes, that 
“ the w’liti’f'niclon is providentially calculated or ic 
Nouibcin conJitrit-'B, ^ it a cool re reit mg 

juice, iissnages thirst, mitigates feverish dis^orders, and 
nmtvcnsates thereby, In no small degree, or t ic cx 
cc 9 »ive heutR of ihoiH' dlmates.” Melons ^^"7 
kind abound in their season in most parts of India, 
and the best iimsk-mclons arc often sent as presents 
from a great di^timce. 

The Indian pomegranates, although sometimes 
folcruhle, are by no means cmiuil to those brought from 
Arabia by the Muscat Dingeys : these arc a very fine 
fruit V large, and full of juice, highly flavoured i some 
are red, others white. 'Oic most lu^unoua method 
of eating them is to have the juice expressed from 
the seeds and interior film, by which means the •* 
seeds and bitter flavour arc avoided. It » » delicate 
tieveragCj and one of those pomegninatt’S w 11 some 
tiiJiea fill a small bason. They make n pleasant wine 
from this fruit in Persia and Arahia, to wliich t lerc is 
probably some allusion in the Song of Solomon, 
where they are mentioned as orchards, 

u I wonld VRiisc thee to drink of spked wme o t c 
juice of my pomegranate” Song of Solomon, vim. 
ver. 2, 1 have never tasted this, nor any other Persian 
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wme, excqst that of Sthiraz, Vrhiiili, although mticli 
extolled by pODtSj I think uiferior to miuiy wiue^ itx 
Enropu, 

There arc vanou5 incthods of cooling sherbet and 
watcr-iiidona. I never met M'ith ice during my re¬ 
sidence of India: it is novv I believe getieriilly used 
by all Vt'ho can afford it, capeeially in Bengal where 
it ia procured without much diffitnilty or cspcmic. 
How Alexander the Great at the siege of Petra^ a 
city of Indtiii proc^ured a sufficient quantity of this 
luxury to fill thirty ditcher, in difficult to ac¬ 
count for. Chares^ the Mytcleneaiij is cited by 
Athcnocus for this anccdotCj and adds that it was 
preserved for a long time by covering it viith boughs 
of trees. 

As perfumed and spiced sherbets are innch es¬ 
teemed iu the east for the palate^ so are perfumed oik 
and spicy unguents for the jicrson. A variety of fra¬ 
grant oils nre made in Per^iia and Iiidia^ by putting 
filossoms of mogrecSj jasmine, and other highly scented 
flowers into the moat delicate oil; which after a cer¬ 
tain time iiiibihea ihc flavour, and is poured off into 
smull bottles, stopped with cotton and w.ix, to be dis¬ 
persed throughout tlie proviucca by horalis^ gosaunecs, 
and yogees* 

These fragrant oils are not only used by all descrip¬ 
tions of Indian females, hut the vciiciTihle Afulioniedaii 
is fond of perfuming hii^ beard j which, wlieu grey, is 
often died black, or a dark browTi, with a eoiupositiou 
of alTiinnap and other herbs: especially among the 
Turk^ and Persians who reside in Hiudoiitan: where 
ihcy liavo abso introdueed the eir^itoiii of perfuiiiiijg 
llieir beards by holding them over salvers of smoking 
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mceusDj whicli lire liJao ofi'en^d to tliiiir gTKrstSi 
liktwi^c utilooHc the sliawk and open tUetr vests^. to 
rect/ive as nmeh as |3035ible of this favourite delit^ey, 
T!ic me of perfumca hiis been iiiimcmoriAlly practieed 
id fht east. Moses gives psu-tieulsir directions for the 
ptepnration of oils stad fnigrant oiiituicnte for the 
aanetiiary. Domeslic liappiness and brotherly anion 
h bcantifnlly compared hjr ihe Psalmist to the pre- 
cions oiTitiJient upon the headj that rim down upon tlifi 
hciird, even AiirDii’s beardi that went down to the 
skirts of his pfineot&-"»—Psalm ver, ± 

In Persia, Caatunere^ aiid the northern ports of 
India^ they make very dcUeatc cotiserves, and syrups 
of roses* violets, anti jajiitiini^ wliirh on particnhir ocea- 
sions are prcsenird to visitors^ with sherhets of falsee^ 
[cniom, and acrid fruits, mingled w'itb odoriferous 
walera^ or a few drops of these rich syrups. 

The tribe of Mahomediins^ called Boralui, settled in 
Baro^'he, Siirat^ Bombay^ and other parts of Hindog- 
tan, are not only confiiderablc imdera in comiuercial 
towms, but are the chief travelling uicrchaDts in Gu- 
zerat and the western part^i of India; they go about 
like the Jews in Europe with hoses of tlilierenleoui- 
motlities, particularly perfumes and jewels, lirid appear 
(0 l>e very distinct From the Moguls and otlier sects of 
Mussulmans in India. The English at BomJ>ay con¬ 
sider theni ns a sort of Mussulmon Jew^s; on what 

* It hartng been nbjeebed tljAt the Trordfi down to the 

fklrti of tbe gaim entp'^ inapty a ncedln^ profusion of precious oJat- 
it ha4 be^n Buggested that the Hebrew word tr^nslalcii 

tine akirt, ^iEgni&t4 niote properly the opening (or moulh) of the 
gAnnent^ where it ia foBlened round the n^^ek^ iuimediately under 
the beaid. 
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foiisdatioti I kitow not. Tlie only tncntlun umdc of 
them to my knowledge is Uy Mr. Hunter ut Onjeii), 
where he sjiya that “ they distinguish their own sect 
by tlic title of fsmueelitth ; deriving their origin from 
one of the followers of tlie prophet, imtncd Xfioiiieel, 
who doiirisbcd in the uge imniediatcly succeeding 
that of Mahomed, und that tin* luiad-nuiirters of the 
tribe is at Borbanpoor, where their niiillnb, or priest, 
resides. He is paramount in all ecelesiaatical matters, 
and holds the keys of Paradise j it being an established 
article of faith, that no man can enter the regions of 
bliss without a passport from the high priest, who re¬ 
ceives a handsome gratuity for every one he slgua. 
He also exercises a temporal jurisdiction over his 
tribe, wherever disporsed." 

The tomb of Baba Rahun, and other sacred places 
belonging to the Muhomedans, are visited nt stated 
seasons by pilgrims; and often resorted to by fakccra 
and pretended saints of that religion; who, like their 
religious brethren among the'Hindoos, arc 
various extravagances, iudcccncies, and iinmoral prac¬ 
tices. 

The |)arent stock from which the Hindoo devotees 
scctn to have derived their severest penances, Mr. 
Halbcil traces to Tanikee, a devotee in the wood Mid- 
hoo, on the confines of the kingdom of Bregc, who 
there performed incredible pcmmccs. 

For many years Tamkcc held up his arms and one 
foot towards heaven, and fixed his eyes upon the sun. 
For a eonstdemble length of time he n'luaincd stand¬ 
ing on tiptoe, ttotirishing himself with water; some¬ 
times he stood and made his adorations in the river, 
at others buried up to his neck in the earth, and frr- 
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(jiit’tulv envt'JopeJ fl'itlj iirc. ilc sitouJ upuu liii 
licadjwitk liis fiivt towards heaven j or upon the palui 
of one Liinil resting upon the ground; and then varied 
the penance hy hanging from a tree by one hand, or 
suspetxiing himself from a brunch with hia liead down¬ 
wards. 

These 1 beheve to be the principal penances of the 
Hinduo enthusiasts, and 1 have seen most of thetn 
perfotiiicd, Cul honor necessiirily occurs on the 
perusal of such thinga. The monastic tustitutioDs in 
the church of Rome, although in some respects liable 
to ccusnrt’, and perverted from their orlgiuat intcti- 
tiou, had many advonUiges ; they afforded an asylum 
to learning and scicuce in the dark ages, and, before 
the art of printing, were the depository of the manu¬ 
scripts that escaped the wreck of the Roman empire. 
They were the hosjjituls and places of refreshment for 
tmvidlers at a time when inns and houses of entertain- 
iiient were tmknown in Europe. 1 can gratefully ac- 
knowIcdgCj with many other tmvelicrs, the hospitality 
and kindness of the monks of Grand St. Bernard, after 
SI long and fatiguing ascent up the Alps to the well- 
named Hospice of that lieticvolent society. There, 
on the loftiest site of any Immaij liubitatioD in Eurojie, 
Asia, or Africa, these good fatlters exercise the noblest 
charities to every weary stmtiger, without a (question 
as to religion or country i it is suflicient that he is 
“ a man and a brotlicr,” Not only do they leave their 
convent in the darkness of the most tempestuous 
nights, to seek the bewildered pilgrim, f)nt train dogs 
to xeorch out the wretched traveller lost in the snowy 
tracts of those dreary regions. 

We contemplate the Hindoo colleges and Brah* 
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ruin ini I seiniu&neHj lU B^nartiig rmd pans of 

Hiiidosiun, wiih ptcuaure j tliry are useful institutioas; 
and, however limited in their bene Sts to piLttieular 
castes und destriptions of peoj>Ie, they arc the nurses 
of lite.nituro^ iQcdicinCj and science;, ^ farais is deemed 
ueeeasary among the llindoos. But I cannot praise 
a religion w^hich encourages ihousamls^ perliaps mil¬ 
lions^ of idle vagabonds, w^bo practise no virtue j but 
under the mask of plety^ with a sort of sloieai apathy 
and pbariNaiciil zcah undergo these needless aiisteriiics 
and f>enances neap their eelehrated CcmpIeSj or pervade 
the [iroWncea of Hindostanj, aingljv and in large lio- 
dies, to make ^leprcdations on the hard-i^arned property 
of the poor villagers^ and violate the ebastity of their 
wivei tmd daughters^ under a cloak of sauctity and 
reiigioiis perfection. 

The mini her of these mendicants who assemble at 
the festivals and jaftaras held. In the Ticmtty of Bn- 
rtx:hej and especially nuder the emhow^cring fane at 
Guhheer-Burr, is cLstoni^hingi Tlie island covered by 
that sarred tree, the banks of the Nerbudda^ and the 
river itself arc thronged beyond coucepiion from the 
adjoeent dislrict^i, and distant parts of Ilindostan : es- 
peciidly the lioly prccificis of Suceijltenihi a large 
village on tlic hanks of the Nerhudda, a few tniks 
from Baroche, inuch celebriited for the sanctity of its 
temples. 

1 hare mentioned the Hindoo jattaras, and some of 
their prliici[ml festivals, in another place; they are so¬ 
lemnised will] great delight at Baroctie, and the sacred 
spots hi its vicinity. But as it had been aMHliomedan 
princifiality before the English coDf|iicsi, and was still 
inhabited by iiuuierDiis Mn^sulmen^ (hLir fitsls and 
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fcstSvala, althougli celebrated with less pomp and ex¬ 
pense than formerly, were strictly oljaerrcd by aU the 
followers of the prophet. Their two grand festivtils 
are those of the Ramzan and Bciram, when the 
pHiices and great men repair iti state to the iQoaqties. 
I have described the procession of the nabob of Siimt 
on this oceasion< The Mognl splendour is mostly sub¬ 
sided at Baroebe ; few families of eminence now re¬ 
main there ; their religious ceremonies therefore were 
by no means expensive: but on tlio feast of Beirain 
they all made the beat apppamnee they could, and 
generally contrived tO' proctue a new dreas for the oc¬ 
casion. D’Herbelot mentions a eurions anecdote of 
Mostanscr Billah, enliph of Bagdad, on the approach 
of the Beimm. Tliis monarcli going one day to the 
highest part of hi a palace, saw inany of the dat roofs 
around him "spread with clothes of different kinds, 
and helng told by his vizier, upon his asking the rea- 
aon of it, that the inhiibitauts of Biigdjit were tlrying 
their clothes, which they had newly w'iished on the ac¬ 
count of the approach of the Beiram, which ia a very 
solemn Mahomedan feativa], Mostanscr was so con¬ 
cerned thiit tltey were so poor ns to be oliliged to wush 
their old clothes, for want of new ones with which to 
celebrate this festival, that lie ordered a great quantity 
of gold to be instantly made into bullets, proper to be 
shot out of croHS-lKtws, which he and his courtiers 
threw, by this means, upon every terrace upon the city 
where he saw their garments laid a drying." 

The anniversary of the death of Houssain, the 
grandson of Mahomed, is celebrated with great parade 
by all the \rnssnTmen in Hindo.stan of the sect of Ali. 
They call it the death of Houssuin and liussen, tw'o 
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JjiiaD 9 or BucccBsare to Miibomed in hia religions midi 
civil govern menu HouBsain was grambinti to MaLo- 
nied, by his daugliter Faliiuji, wlio was married to All} 
and tins murder was the ('.mise of the enmity whith 
Biibsists to this (lay between the Ommiades and Abas- 
sides. On the iinniversary of that cntHStrophe tlio 
Mahomeduns at Barocliej and otfier large towns in 
India, of the sect of go ia jjroccsston tlirotigli the 
streets, making the most distilsd bowlings and lamenta¬ 
tions, and often inflict stn’ore wounds on each other, in 
the mock combat, in memory of the attack on the 
plains of Kerbcla, where Hoiissain, with aeventy-two 
of hU family, w'erc cut to pieces, by an officer of the 
nsuriier Ycxid, on the Ifith of the month MohurtutQ, 
in the fllst year of the Hejeid. They were surroimdcd 
by ten ibousand of Yessid's cavalry, and, after fighting 
desperately, himself, his children, atid the whole patty, 
were destroyed. 

Tliis combat is rather the termination of the tragedy i. 
for the spectacle commences with solemn processions, 
plaintive music, and religious ceremonies. According 
to Chardin, the Persians annually solemnize tills tnas- 
snere to the fullest e.xtent. 

Iij the Tanzea, or Lamentations, composed for this 
occasion, and annually recited at tlie ('ommemoration 
of this martyrdom, ore the following stanzas, which 1 
have selei ted, in order to give an idea of this kind of 
poetry, from the aflectionate dirge supposed to liavc 
been uttered by the Lady Zineb, sister to tlie munlered 
prince, Sekecna, bis daughter, and the youth Zeen-ul- 
Abedeen bis son, upon the horse of Houssuin, culled 
Zii-id-Jiniiiih, returning to the tents, covered with 
blood, without bis master : 
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ZiNEB. 

O J ZQ-ftUtnnab! where is the son of Ali s' 
^Tierc is tile martjr of Ktrrbelaf 
WliithcT lii fled ruy eomfort, my support? 

The favoured of God, wliitber ia Uc fied ? 

ZeK N-LlLr'Ail EPE £ K. 

OJ Zn-iil-Jinnah! what bast tliou done with the 
prince of reli^ioit ? WTiat ia become of the fraj^rant 
flowers of the garden of Kheen-nl-Nissa, the most ex- 
cellent of worucu ? Of Fatima, the daughter of the 
prophet, the wife of Ali, and the mother of Houssuin ? 
Alfts l lUas t O miifoTtnne and distress ! 

Sekeena. 

OZo-ubJiunoh, stained tvitli blood! 

What hast tJiau done with my father? 

Where licth the crown of my delight ? 

My companion, uiy morning, my evening! 

Where is the iinah lieloved of God ? 

Where is the father of Scfccena ? 

Wlien; is the bright taper of Sekccna's nights, 
Where is the sapporf, the comfort of thy dangbter ? 
Alas ! I am now an unfortunate orphan ! 

My father, my protector, is no more I 

Soon after my arrival at Barochc, I porchsised a 
small house and some land in the iHlIage of Veiicl- 
poor, about a mile fitlm the city, situated between two 
£ng1ish gardens bounded on the north hy a ruined 
moisqoe and sacred grove, the occasional retirement of 
an EnglTsh gentleman fnim Baroebe, and on the south 
hy the Nerhuddah, there near a tnilc broad. My gar- 
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den occnjiied hhoiii nx acres; 1 formed It as mtich as 
possible after the English taste^ and spared no pains 
to procure plants and flowers from diflerent pans of 
India and China t It contained Meveral large mangOt 
tamarind, amd burr trees, wbicli formed a dcliglitful 
shade ; besides a variety of smaller froit-trees and 
flowering shrubs. At the son them citnmiity a bower, 
elevated on a mount overlooking the river, cofumiiuded 
an exten5i%'e view" of the plains of OcelaiseLr, and a 
rieh tract of country bounded Ijy ihe Raje-Piplcy hilU* 
Sbadii and water were my grand objeets; without iliein 
there can be no enjoyment m an Indian garden j even 
w'ith tho$e advantages, the time of enjoyment is short, 
especially during the hot winds. One great desideratum 
h the verdant lawn almost peculiar to the Euglish 
gardens : a tropical sun woiihl not aJnut of it in the 
fair seaacmj and during the rainy months the rank 
luxuriant graan more reactiihles reeds and rushes than 
the soft carpet bordered hy an English shrubbery. 

I have mentioned various modes of irrigating the 
oricnt-al gardens and orchards ; a practice in eoustanc 
use in our ptfdeii at BarocLe, wliich genenilly ctujdoyed 
ihrt!* men and a boy eight hours every day* ThU 
custom seems to illustruti; a passage in Scripture re¬ 
specting the gardens of Egypt, w hich were probably 
watered by small streams, conducted from a reservoir 
liJlrd at the annual overflowing of the Nile- ^ The \mA 
w hither thou gocst in to possess it, ts not as the laud 
of Egypt; where thou sow edst thy seed, and wai^redst 
a wiifi iiiff /ooi (or by an instrument worked by 
the foot) as a garden qf herbs; but it h a land of 
lulls and valleys, and driuketh water of the rain of 
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heaven " Deut. ch. xi, ver, 1 tt, IK Two under gar¬ 
den ers raiac the water fratn ilie well to the reservoir 
by a yoke of oxrn, in the manner I have before de- 
serihed at Surat; tlic head man, attended by a boy, 
conducts it from thence, by artificial chunnets, to each 
bed of herbs, and every favourite flower. These little 
rood aits being made in the mould, near the borders, 
require constant attention to remove obatnictioiis, and 
give a free eirculatlon to the rlJl, wliieb seldom exceeds 
a few inches in breadth, ^rhia the gardeners somc^ 
times do in nstooping posture with their hands, ofCGaer 
in an upright position with their feet, and by practice 
heeume very expert. 

My favourite scat was under a tamarind tree, near 
the well just mentioned tiie adjoining shrubberies 
were genendly enlivened by squirrels, parrots, and bul¬ 
buls ; vines and creeping plants were trained to con¬ 
ceal two pillars of rude construction, that supjvorted 
the beam over tbe well, to which the hirge water buc¬ 
ket was sna|[iended: one of these I entirely covered 
with the lively ipomea, and every variety of clematis ^ 
the other I modernized a little in the European taste, 
and placed an iirn on the summit, dedicated to the 
naiad. One sultry morning, when enjoying the luxury 
of shade, and listening to the falls of water, under this 
umbrageous cauopy, a few lines occurrad, which I 
addressed to the nymph of the fountain, and iuscribed 
on the jieclestal supporting the nm. It requires 
an apology for introdncing my first poetical essay to 
the public eye, now transcribed from the manuscript 
letter ; and which my partial friends will not allow to 
he suppressed. 
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Lhiejs inscribed under an f7m in a Garden at 
Barockcy near a Spring avrrshadowed bp a JJwrr, 
er Jianianr4ree^ snrrounded bg Jiaweriag Shrubs. 

Tfl MeiHimnodliEi/ lovely tijmpb. 

The ^unrdloji af my pprtDg; 

To thii Totive ura 1 

Wljere bulbuls" swootly smg. 

cool, pellucid sLreom 
Fttir naiud^ ^ 

And luuruluHiig^ofUy from thy fanL, 

AvroJcc each opening fiairer^ 

Let irpicy grovet luxuriant risa 
Around thjt blest ri,^treat^ 

And Indra* balmy ^ecpbjrs breathe 
On ewery penccfal teat. 

Lot lofty ehampa^i'gmccful boughf 
Djffiifio their frngraiice far i 

Ai'Jiinna,^ tulaoe,^ mogree,^ 

Perfume die ambient air* 

HHght MahndavIV criniion nan 
On peoade tendrils stray 
Around the marigo's’ stateij tranb, 

And with the breeaes play» 


^ Medbumadha, a vaternymph in the tiindco mjtbnlosy. 

' lIuTbul, the Indfan nightingale. 

^ Indm. god of the spafonsx 

* Champot a floirer of great fra^ance, growing on u In™ tree 

•iniilnr to iliG tna^olin glauea+ ^ * 

* .4 favorite shrub with the arien^ indies, who use the floirera 
for dying their nails and ftngen of u Imly red. 

■ Tultee, u plant bdd encred by the Hindoos^ 

^ Mogree, a beauLTuJ imecles of Ambion jessamine. 

* JVTahndarf, a most elegant crimson creeper | ipamoa; ofieti 
mentioned in the drama of .Socotttala, and univernalJy admlrmS. 

* Manga; (deemed the best fruit in llindoicaEi, 
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Their* gimllfi nmtad, kiridLy pour 
Tliy ifiTjTying i 

And tint tie flowers Elml kuta lliy itfCJliii 
With beauty'4 !ovdiif*t hue f 

But tJic lov'il burr"** eniwini^ig trunk 
Clniinimoat thy foBtering cure • 

Embleni of God I lu Dut-itrotch'il Arms 
Beneficence declnre 1 

When Mitra^ tbrnw* ht4 pmi-urful rays 
On every dliLonl tree^ 

My fjitotir*d pJArttpi BbAlt gAjly bloom^ 

And dwe thntblcMriii to thee. 

Tlie Tiirtoui birdsj liiscctj, udJ iiluntS;, illfiVrcrt but 
little from tliosc at Bombay ixml on the Malttbiir 
coaM. Tlie serpents in Giucmt were more numerouH, 
and ill greater variety 1 uiniiy were of a large size, 
and especially a species which seemed peculiarly partial 
to the shriibs anti creeping plants which overahiidowcd 
the large w'cll in my gardens; these the gardeners 
would neither destroy^ nor butter to be molcstedj as 
they looked upon them to he the genii^ or guardian- 
angels of the garden, and often invoked them, un¬ 
der the endearing appellations of father, mother, and 
other respectful and adeetionate epithets. Tliid ve¬ 
neration for serpents is not confined to HinJostan : 
the ancients thouglit there was something divine in 
these reptiles. Eseulapius, and several of the heathen 
deities are supposed to have appeared in this form ; 

^ Burr or baoiflD-lree. Ficub bengaleuElE] a sacmi tree of tJie 
HiiidooB i eon^Ldered os einblemiuiciJ of tbe De^itji froin its out- 
AUfllcbed urms^ and ovCTih ado wing benrbcrnce. 

* Mitm^ tike fUni Orfolor deity of the HindooB. 




tiieir stAtuca wcru oF^en udorucd witfi st‘rj>i;nl», iind 
thti cobm dc capello makea a coniipicuoijs iippeuraocc 
among the Hindoo sculpture in the teuiplea of Elora, 
SHlscttc, iind ElephantB. 

Whether our hortcnaial snakes were evil genii, or 
guardtan-angela, f shall not determine: I never dis- 
turht'd them until I ]j«d erected a cold hath in an 
orange and lemon grove for my sister, who retired 
thither at sunrise, with her sahle nymphs, to enjoy 
one of the greatest luxuries in the torrid itqiie, 11113 
Ijulh, heiog nothing more than ti liumhle shed, 
thatched with tlie leaves of tlie jadrityra; attracted a 
visitor, cijually iinexpeeteil aud disagreeable as 
Acteou; for one morning she was alarmed by a 
rustling among the palmyra leaves w'hieh covered the 
hath ; and looking up beheld one of the gorden genii, 
with hrilliant eyes, under the expuiuled Iniod of a large 
cohm de cnpcllo, pushing through tlie thiilch, and 
ready to dart on the founinin. Pure and iiiiuilorned 
its Eve when her rejected beauties first met her eye, 
the lEuly, followed by her hundumids, made a preci¬ 
pitate retreat through tlie grove, and gained her 
chamber, heedless of gamers, whether in the form of 
garden era, snakes, or monkeys. 

My garden at Baroche was net only fretjaeuted hj 
these genii, but by a variety of other serpeuta, green, 
blue, scarlet, and black, as also by one shaded with 
every varied hue in n Turkey carpet; for that 
reason called the carpet snake. Tliey never molested 
us, nor did I ever hear of an accident there: indeed, 

I believe very few of them arc venomous. 

I have meutioned the ordeal trials, and Uie pracliccs 
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of divinpM in IniliB.; wlintever may be our opinion of 
auch tbitigat we are often, from various motiveSj under 
the necessity of acquiewlng in them. Residing in a 
family at Surat, my sister lost a gold watch on which 
she set a particular value. Several modes of divination 
were practised to discorer the tliief; one was siiiiilar 
to that used among the acient Cluddeans and Egyp¬ 
tians, and perhaps not unlike the cup of divination 
belonging to the viceroy of Egypt found among the 
shepherds of Canaan. On this occndoii the name of 
every person in the house was placed in n separate hall 
of paste or wajc, and thrown into a vessel of W'aier: 
one only swam on the surface \ the rest fell to the bot¬ 
tom, and there reniaimHl. On opening the floating 
hall, it contained the najue of an unsuspected female, 
who immediately confessed she had stolen and secreted 
the watch. Supposing this to be like other Asiatic 
juggles, I thought Utile tiUoul it; but afterwards 
at Baroehc 1 attended uiinntcly to an ordeal in which 
myself and my head gardener, Hiirrabhy, were mori; 
immediately concerned. 

On removing from our conn try house at Baroche to 
Snrat, we jmeked up most of our things, and placed 
them in the front veranda, where the peons slept on 
their moveable berls. An iron platfr-chcst was for 
greater security deposited in an inner room, near that 
where the family slept; we saw it there when we re¬ 
tired to rest, and in the morning it was missing. The 
tontenta being valnalile, and the time of our departure 
near, we used every means to discover so extraordinary 
a robbery, in which, from the weight of the chest, three 
or four persona must have been concerned. Pro¬ 
mises and threatening^ were of no avail, the dclin- 
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quents were cDuccaled* I suspected un individciitl^ Imt 
not kaowiDg how he could hsive acconiplished the 
rohhery, I was silent* Tlie pubJic olfictirA belonging 
to the court of Adawict not being able to diHcorcr the 
rohhrr* at the eamcat soheitatiauii of all our servants, 
flindoos^ Mu homed anSj and Parsccsij we had recourse 
to di^iuatifin by bsilb m the water; our own nantes 
were loiluded with the re^t. On forming a circle round 
the vase, I observed the inan I suspected to change 
eolourj and become a little agltutcd : m other person 
remiirkcd it, until on the balU being immersed in water^ 
one only rose to the surface; his eotifusion was then 
evident j still more so when^ on opening the ball, it 
contained the name of Harrabhy, He hud lived %vith 
us sevenil years as head gardener, without orir having 
any reason fostispect his honesty: he jm^dfivelv denied 
the robberyp and we had no other proof than the ordeal, 
wliich, altbongh fully sadsfactory to all the Indians, 
was not so to us. They requested tliat neither ilarrahhy 
nor any other person might leave the spot until we had 
gone through the riee ordeal; to this we submitted, 
though by no means juilatable to Hamibhy* He re- 
luetantly complied^ and with all the rest of us put a 
few grains of unlmilcd rice into his mouth: it was 
prcTJOUslj^ intifiiatiHl that from the mouth of the inno¬ 
cent after tnastic^ition it would come out a milky 
liquid, froixi the guilty a dry powder* We were al! of 
the milky party cxeppt Fluirabhyi mingling with the 
saliva it brearne a wliitc fluid ; with him it rem^dned a 
dry powder, notwithiFtandJiig a nuniber of fruitless of- 
forts to liqtic-fy it* He w’^as compellefl thus to spit it 
out: his complexion changed from a rich brown to a 
sort of livid blue, his lips quivered, and bis altered 
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cDUfitcnaticc pluinly UiOicutcd guiU; wouKl make 
no coiifcasioQ, sind ot» this evidence wc could only put 
him In confinement uudar the court of Adnwlct, until 
wc obtained further proof. The next day n little slave- 
boy, whom I ufterwards brought to England, iliscovered 
thn bent iron hasp of the plate-ehest just appearing 
out of the steep bank of the Nerbuddn, at the end of 
onr garden, about twenty feet above tlic river, luiJ ns 
much bflow the suinmit of the iliff; there we foun<l 
the chest, buried in the earth. The robbers bad at¬ 
tempted to wrench it open, and the clasph fastened by 
padlocks Imd given way ; but the lock occasioning 
greater difliculty, they waited for a more fiivonrabh; 
op|tortunity. When the ciilprit found the chest had 
been discovcrctl and rc'storcd to tin? owners, and had 
no prON|iGet of bcneiitmg by tU contents, he confessed 
that in concert with three other men be had carried it 
off in the night, w hile our people were asleep, and Wirt 
in liojies we should hare departed without fimUllg it. 
Profane history abounds wit h ordeals ; the hitter water 
of ehsiatity, and many siiniliuf trials in the sacred page, 
prove their prevalence among the Jews. 

Our gardens [iroduted abundance of fruit and vc- 
geiahles; and few plaecs are better supplied with pro¬ 
visions than Baroche; meat of all kinds is excellent 
and clu^ap; there is no want of poultry t the bazars arc 
stocked with indigenous fruits and vegetables, and the 
Nerbudda supplies a rariety of fish, exelosise of that 
brought ill by the fishing (mats from the sea. The 
carp in the Ncrliudda arc uncommonly large; they 
soinetiiJics weigh fifty pounds j these, when stuffiHl and 
linked in a plantain leaf, are much esteemed: it is 
most proliably ihe same na the rnocc and cntlah of the 


OF LAHOCJl. 


4m 

whicli often weigh forty pounds. At Bururhe 
most an ides for the table are about one4bird of the 
price for which they csilJ he purchEiBcil at Boiuljay. 
GnuH is not much denter in general; it being im¬ 
ported there from the nortliem settlcmcntSj the prices 
ut Surat lire much the same as in the Baroche murkets. 

The price of hiboiir ii from two to fotjr rupees per 
month. The labourers in my gar Jen reeideid tlirre 
ru|x*es !ind a hiilf cadi nuin, the hoy who attended tlie 
water rllk only two; with ihi& they were perfectly 
contented, and it was probably more than they would 
Jjiive got from a w^ealthy native in a druilar Hhuation. 
The price of labour, servants" wage-^j and many other 
e.xpcuaes appear small when eoinpared with the same 
classps in England; tint the number of pcrsaiis ue- 
eessarIJv employed in every depart in cut of domes ttc 
eronomy in India^ Tirings tlic expense of an English 
family, in each country, more upon a level iluiii may 
at first be imagined. 

In tnoi^t parts of Guzerat, u small native family of 
the low' castes iiuty live coiufortahly in their humble cot¬ 
tage for forty and fifty rupees a year } perliaps for less* 
When the wimifi of a people arc ro few, and those few' 
so easily supplied^ the same fpiuntity of land must be 
able to support a fiuirU greater nuinher of inhabitants 
than the same eptantity itt England; it has been cal- 
culfited atthreci und in some places at four to one. 

For pt*tty ofllmccs committed by the [nbahitanls qf 
the Baroehc districts^ the court of Adawlet established 
iu the city, and the pow'cr of the English chief aa ii 
njagistrate, seemed ade(|uate; in cases of a more cri- 
tninal nature the prisoners were tried by the quarter 
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icsitions at Bomba)', and civil suiia of importance were 
deeded lb ere bytlic Mayor’s court, and court of appeals 
agreeably to the laws of England and the cliarter of the 
East India Company. 

Among the works of art at Baroche, ia the Jumma 
Musscid, llic silver mosque, of which I have ulrciidy 
spokenj amt a few other remains of Mahouiedau build¬ 
ings. The most intercating is a mausoleum called 
Baba-Rahan, or Bawrhan, which is ljuilt on an emi¬ 
nence, a mile &om the city, near a spaeiou-s tank and 
shady gTOves, where are many Mahomeduu tombs of 
less importance. But the gmnd mausoleum is in the 
Saracenic, or Moorish style of architecture [ where 
columns and arches form corridors, and support several 
large domra an<l smalkT cupolas, richly ornamented, 
which cover the marble tombs. This mouument of 
Mahoniedao splendour was erected seven hundred years 
ago, and is still held in great veneration. 

In the year 1078 of the Christian a;rn, and 492 of 
the Mahojiicdan hegira, while the government of the 
Hindoo mjahs retnained itinlisturbed in this part of 
Hindostan, a Mussulman saint, called Baha-Kalian, 
came into the Baroche country ftom Bagdiid, accom¬ 
panied by it number of fukeers and derviaes, to convert 
the Hindoos to Isbitnisiu; but the saint, like many 
other Miihoniedan chiunpions, after a successful mia- 
iion, no longer trusting to the persuasive powers of 
eloquence, drew the swOrd of intolerant 'seal to Increase 
the number of true believers, and caused such dis¬ 
turbances in the province, that the rujuh of Baroche 
sent his son, Roy-Currun, to oppose him with u con- 
aiderabte force. Baba-Rahan, not thinking it pnident 


KOVAL CO>VeRT:i. 


487 


to cotitt'tid with so powetful an aiitagoofst, enterc'd 
iato ii trt^tji' with the joiitig prittce, and in a fsw days 
couvorU'd him to the tenets of the Koran, und ^ve 
bJni the uaiue of Mtiflietc MabomcfL By tbeir united 
eudeavours, the princess Bba^pi, the rajali’a daughter, 
eo)braced the new rLdigion •, and many other Hindoos, 
following the cxuiiiple of the royal converts, left the 
abrincs of Brahma, and became disciples of Baba^ 
ILihan. But as the most pure and peaceable of all 
religions has been too often perverted to the most cruel 
purposes, when ambition, interest, or misguided zeal 
have spread their pemiciouj! elfects, so it was with 
these Mahomedaus} for the prince of Baroche, for¬ 
getting every moral and filial duty, took up artus 
against his father, and w'as killed in an cngagejiient 
near Bawrban, where the bodies of lumsclf, his sister, 
and a number of con verts who fell in the uetion, were 
interred. Soon after this catastrophe Baha-Rahan 
made his peace with the rujah, and at his death was 
buried on this sacred mount. 

When this country was settled tinder the Mogul 
government a prince nuuied Jengis Shah erected a 
mausoleum over the graves of the saint and his dis¬ 
ciples i future nabobs added to the einhellishmcnts, and 
ordered their remains to be interred in tliis holy spot, 
at the same time endowing lands to keep the buildings 
in re|)air; but during the lapse of time these bequests 
iiave been converted to other purposes, and the whole 
is in a state of decay. 

An evening walk to Bawliren was one of my favorite 
excursions; the prospect front the upper terrace was 
extensive and deiightful; the breeze over the lake re¬ 
freshing; and the scene altogether fonned for medita- 
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tioD. Monkeys, aquiireli, doves, iind pea-fowl, animated 
the erovcsi the decayed i)arts of tlie building were ©ecu- 
pierf by bat.-i, owls, and noxious reptiles, the usual 
inhabitants of desolation, Some of the dark st'pul- 
chful chaiiibera contained fnigmenLs of sculpture, and 
other decorations, rudely heaped together from the 
mouldering totubs; but tbe stench of the huts, which 
were of a verv large siae, was so intolerahle that it was 
impossible to remain many seconds to cxauiine them, 

"VVhatevcr might have been the Huimo&itics between 
the Hindoos and Mulioiuedans in the time of Baba- 
Rahiin, or dining subsequent periods, it is certaitv that 
now the professors of both religions have nei|uiri:d a 
habit of looking on each other with ati eye of imlnl- 
gcnce unusual in other conn tries between those who 
maintain such opposite tends. 

We liad no invidious distinction bctw'eeo Mahomc- 
dan and Illucloo at Eatochc i hut a very uiipleAsant 
gchisni existed among the Parsecs, who formed a eon- 
siderflble part of its inhabitants. 

Ilow'over deiiglitful it is to cherish the idea of such 
liberal opinions among the Hindoos and ATahomedans 
in the British settlements, it is well known there exist 
under the Turkish and Persian governments thousands 
of intolerant bigots^ who act diojuerrically uppoaite to 
those philanthropical sentiments, and pervert certain 
passages of the Konm to tbe most cruel and diubolictd 
piiriioaes. In this number, few' have been more active, 
determined, and powerful than the laieTippoo Sidtaun, 
whose misguided zeal led him to commit the most 
atrocious cruelties. 

1 need uot particularize the inhabitants of Baroche; 
the Hindoos are much the same every where. The 
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high AloguU and other Msihoiiiedans ut B[:iroi:hG iitid 
SuTiit lire a dignified^ polite, ajid raspectflblt! people. 
In the Baroehc purpiintiEi were many families of the 
R<?j/ipoaL% or a noble race of Hindoos, 

divided into distinct tribes, atid .‘ieiiled in vnrioits dis¬ 
tricts, I'hiefiy in the northern parts of Hindostan. 
Some of the highest distiuetion trace their origin to 
the A'nn/abam^ or children of the sun, and in that 
respect vie with the incas of Peru. This celestial 
descent i^ eoDfined to few families; hut llie IhijhpDOta 
nil pride themselves on their noble aneeiitry, and sel¬ 
dom disgrace their pedigree by an ignoble action. I 
hecame ncrjuaitited with sevemJ in Gnzerat who con¬ 
firmed these sentiments, and 1 knew’ some of their 
females, who considered themselves very superior to 
the surrounding Hindoos. The RajhjMxits tiiake tlie 
best soldiers in the country; imbued writh a noble 
spirit, great energy, and getlerullv of an athletic form, 
they have the gmnil essentials of a Tiiilitary character, 
Hinl ore highly respected by all the other castes. 

Some of the Rajhpoot tribes enn funiisli from twenty 
to thirty thounand fighting-men^ In Mr. Himters 
journey froui Agra to Oujcln^ we find the deeendfinfs 
of one of their princes at this tfine able to raise forty- 
one thousand troop, which he particularly specifies as 
to number and familyni The tribe to which they be¬ 
long is namid Cuchwaha^ and is of the siiri/abunsj ro 
children of the sun, being descended from Rama, the 
celebrutcd rajah of Ayadhya* 

So noble and distinct a race of people, more or less 
dispersed throughout the northern provinces, deserrea 
our notice. Tlie character they every where prc!Wrve, 
of a dignified martial spirit, throwjj light on the fob 
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lowiDg fln6cdotc, MJid shows tliu iiuiuflicitJDcy of tbtf 
Englisli laws among: sucli a people*. 

About four ytfars before my iippointment to Baroclie, 
some MaLom^ans, walking tbrougb a village where 
o family of Rajhpoots resided, iipproachcd their house, 
mid aeddentally looked into a rootn where »n elderly 
woman wns eating. Tliey intended no injiult j they 
saw her at her tiienb inimcdiately retired: but 
this uccident occasioned a disgrace on the Hajhpiwt 
lady for which, on her part, there could be no esjiia* 
tioii. She at that time lived with her grandson, a 
fine young man, who w'as absent when the Mabomc- 
dans committed their trespass : on his return home 
she related the circumstance, and her deterniination 
not to survive it; she therefore entreated him in- 
fihiDtly to put her to death, a step which slie had only 
deferred that she might fall hy his hand. The youth's 
affection and good sense induced him to remonstrate 
with his veneriihle parent, whom lie eiideavonrcd to 
dissuade from her purpose by alleging that none hut 
her own family knew of the disgrace, the very men 
who were the innocent cause of it being unconscious 
of the offence. Persevering however in her resolution, 
but unable to persuade cither her grandson, or any 
other person, to perform the sacrifice, she calmly 
waited until he nest went from home, and then brat 
her head against the wall, with dreadful violence. On 
his return he fotind his venerable juirent in this ngo- 
nfring and shocking state 1 She again entreated he 
would finish the sarrifice, and release her frotii mi¬ 
sery: he then stahlu’d her to the heart. By the 
English laws he was secured as a murderer, sent to 
Bombay for trial, and confined in the common prison 
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until the ensuing ar^aiions* The grujid-jury rDund a 
hill for murder j the ]ietty juryi crompoaed half of 
European.^ and half of nativo^ found him guilty; and 
the judges cod doomed him to death. The Rajhpoots 
in ijencral have a nahle mien dud dignifii^l character; 
their high caate h stamped in their countenance: tliis 
youn^ man posacfised them all* I saw him receive 
his sentence, not only with composure, hut with H 
Eningltid look of disdain and delight not easy to de- 
scrihe. Unconscioui of the crime laid to his charge, 
he said he had nothing to accuse himself of but dis¬ 
obedience to his parent, by permitting humanity and 
filial affection to supersede his duty, and the honour 
of his caste: that life was no longer desirable; nor, 
if acctuitrcd hy the English laws, would he survive the 
ignominy of having been confined with European cdU 
prits, and criminals of the lowest castes, with whom 
he had been compelled to oat, and associate in a com- 
mon prison ; acts so contrary to every thiisg which he 
csteeracd right and honourablej that the sooner he 
Wits transferred to another state of existence the bet¬ 
ter. However inclined the goTernmeot might be to 
clemency, it woTild evidently have been fhiitless; the 
noble Rajhpoat would not survive the disgrace, and 
the sentence of the law wa.s executed, in the hope it 
miglii prevent others from following his example. 

The same motive operated in another instance which 
happened at Bombay about ten years before; and 
this, as well as the preceding trial of the Rajhpoot, h 
entered in the proceedings of the Court of Sessions. 
One of those Hindoo visionaries, whom I have fre¬ 
quently fJcBcrihcd, lived in the cocoa-nut woods at 
Bombav, in the ueighhourhood of several Hindoo and 
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AlaliODiedii^ families ^ he vviis a uian of an amiable 
clmmctcr, in the prime of life, imirried, mid the father 
of four yontig childfeii- Although tiie Cliriitiun aab* 
bath is not held sacred by the Indians^ yet in com- 
pliatice wit 1 1 the English laws no shops are opened, 
and no bnsitiess iKinsacted among the natives. Be¬ 
coming conButjuently a leisure day, they consider it a 
holiday, and generally retire to tlieir country-houses 
and gartiena j or iJralk on a sandy beach near the aeu, 
called Back-lniy, a pleasant spot tw o or three miles in 
cKtent;! bounded on one side by the acH,oti the oiber by 
ihe cocoa-nut woods where thiii Hindoo resided. One 
Siiudav afternoon be deal red bis wife to prepare her¬ 
self and the clnldren for ii walk ou the bench; from 
w'lience he intended to acx'ornpany them on a longer 
journey: on inquiring whither, he iiifortJied her be 
had received an invitation from the deity to go to 
Leaven, and take hia family with him ? that they W'ere 
to proceed hy water* and depart from Back-hay. 
Thither llic parents repaired with the cliildrcp j the 
two eldest walked before them to the sea-flidc, and 
each carrieil an infant: in this manner they walked 
into the ^vater. Hitherto there was notlirng extraor- 
dinary in their condut t Iiad there lM?cn stnmgers on 
the bench, because the Hindoos are more or less in 
ilie water throughout the day in their iismil attire, 
perfoniiing ahlutions and religious cereiiionieis, espe¬ 
cially the fccinies* What arguiiients or iafluencu this 
Hindoo used to mduce his wife to comply with bis 
singular desire, is foreign to the subject; it is certain 
the infatuated parents drove their two eldest children 
into the sea, and saw^ them carried off hy the waveij. 
After pbinging the helpfea^ infants into the same 


EXELUTiON OT A HINDOO. l\Ki 

ubyi^Sj the voluntaTily followed: the hui^batid was 
deHbetatdy tlrowaiog himself^ wvhen he suddenly re¬ 
collected* tliat, living under the English govcnimentj 
the diiHappeiiranee of it huiiily without my apparent 
eau^e* inight involve his neighbours in irouhle; he 
therefore deterjnined to return once juore to Iiin hubi- 
tation before his final dt^piirtiirej and mforra them of 
the truth; he accordingly did so. The Hindoos re¬ 
ceived the intelligence very eahniy* aiid aoiue of thenii 
probabiy* ap|ihmiled liis conduct ; hut a Maliomedan 
among the nnrnher of his enditors, said the communi¬ 
cation was so extraordinary, that as they did live 
under the Engliyh government, wliose laws and cus¬ 
tom a so essentially differed from the Hindoo system* 
it might he diiKctdt to convimre them of the truth* 
and therefore the euthusiuj^t innst Hcconipany him be¬ 
fore a magistratej and relate the story himself With 
this he reluctantly complied* and they repaired togc- 
tlier to the iictitig magistrate in the town of Bombay; 
who thought it an alfiiir of such tniportaiice* that he 
[ilaced the mau under a guard* and the next morning 
coavened a bench of justices* who cOTiiinitted him for 
trial nt the ensuing sessions, where he was found 
guilty of murder* condetiined, and executed. The 
only circumstance which aiiu^ed him distress* was the 
procrastination of his change in the metempsyehosia, 
and not being permitted to aecomphsli his exit in the 
nianner he bad intended. 

In confirmation of such extraordinary facta* and at 
the same lime to shew the cruelty which the Bmituiins 
rretjiiently conmiit* I ^liall insert twro or three instimeea 
communicated hy Lord Teigtimonth to the Asiatic 
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Society, which throw further light oti their iriiinTicn’ 
and customa. 

In 1791, SoocUshtcr Micr, h Brfdtmirij the far* 
nier of land paying revenue, and tenant of tax free 
land, in the province of Benares, was suttitnoDcd to 
appear before a naiivc odicer, the depnty collector of 
the district where he resided. He positively refused 
to obey the summons, which was repeat!^ without 
efFfCl j and after some time several people were de- 
pnted to enforce the process by eompdling liis attend* 
ance. On their a]i|>roaching the house he cut off" the 
head of bis deceased son’s widow, and threw it out. 
His first intention waa to destroy his own wife; bur 
It was proved iu evidence, that, upon his indication 
of so doing his son's widow rccjucsted him to decapi¬ 
tate her, w'bich he instantly did. In this case the pro¬ 
cess against Sooclishter was regular, his disoiiedtence 
contempt nous, his situation in life entitled him to no 
particular exemption, he bad nothing to apprehend 
from obeying the requisition, and he was certain of 
redress if injury or in justice were practised upon 
him. 

Another Bra/iuihi, named Baloo Pnuudeh, in 
1793, was convicted of tlie murder of his ilaiigiiter. 
His OW"!! account of the transaction will best explain 
it, and his motives; I give it in abstract. That abont 
twelve years before the peHotl of the tnurder, he, 
Baloo, and another man were joint tenants and cnl- 
liv-ntors of a spot of ground, when bis partner 
relim|ni»hed Ids share. In 1793 this psirtner again 
brought forward a daim to a share in the ground: 
the claim was referred to arbitration, and H decision 
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was pronounced in favour of Baloo. lie con so 
cjuenily repaired to the land, ami was ploii{;bm^ it, 
when lie wan interrupted by bis opponent. The 
words of Bidoo are as foiloivs: “ 1 becajiio ujigty 
and enraged at bis forbidding me ^ and, bringing my 
QW"n little daughter Apmunya, who was only a year 
and a half old, to the said field, I IdHcd her with 
my sword."' 

The last instance is an act of matricide, perpetrated 
|jy Beach nek and Adher, two brothers, Bruhuiinsj and 
Zemindars, or proprietors of landed estates,the extent of 
which did not exceed eight acres. There had been a 
dispute among the Zt^inindarsi respecting the revenues 
of the village, particularly with a person named 
Gowry, imd the iuimediate cause winch instigated 
the Brahmins to murder their mother, was an act 
of violence said to have been committed by thq 
emissaries of Go wry in entering their house during 
their ahsenei^ at night, and carrying ofl' forty rtjpees, 
the property of Becchuk and Adher, frpm the 
apartments of their w'omen. Beechuk first returned 
to his house; where his moiher, his wife, and bis 
sister-in-law, related what had happened. He itimie- 
diately conducted his mother to an adjoining rivulet; 
w here, being joined in the grey of the morning by 
his brother Adher, they called out aloud to the 
people of the viUuLge, that although they would over¬ 
look the assault as an act which could not be reme- 
dird, the forty rupees must be returned* To this 
exclatnariou no auiiwer was ri?reived^ nor is there a 
certainty that it was even beard by any person. 
Beech Lick, without further hesitation, drew his 
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Bcimitar, and at one stroke severed his mother’s 
head from her body 5 with the professed view, as en¬ 
tertained and avowed both hy parent and soti| that 
the mother’s spirit, excited by the beaUng of a large 
dram during forty days, might for ever haunt, tor- 
ment, and pursue to death Go wry and the otheni 
concerned with him. The last words which the 
mother pronounced were, that she would " blast the 
siiid Go wry and those connected wuth him." 
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CHAPTER XXII. 

Excursion of a Shooimg Vnriy in Turciueer—Wild BifosU— 
Moukcyi—BheeEB—Merpvnts—Lot'iuts — re»tbi?re4 Ga?ne of 
Gu^emt—Aoecdote of a SahT4is—Baul)ult or Aaa-cla— Curious 
Instincl snd iSsgfldly io the Baubu] CntorpLUiir^FiattJier Dc- 
icrtpUon of the or Bottle-netted Spi^rrow—Instinct of 

vjiiioiiB Anirofitlt—Rjije^pipley Hills-—Tiger MiauulJiin—Num¬ 
ber of wild Animnls in those unfrequenled lleginna—Various 
HEdbiU of Tifc'ers—Of Hyennt and olher Beasts of Prej— 
Rhinoceros—Wild Hogs—Bears—Aiiccdote of tlieir dreadful 
Brutality. 

During my rcsidcDceat Baroebe I frequently joined 
the English ebief on hunting lind shooting partiea 
m the neighbouring districts: not thiii 1 hud any 
pleas are in those diversions^ but his tents being often 
pitched in inifrequented foresUj and savage tractSj 
little known to Europeans, I had an opportunity of 
exploring scenes of nature, which, on account of wild 
beasts and wilder men, it would have been impossi¬ 
ble to have traversed witLoiit a itrong and expensive 

most interesting of these excursions occurred 
the year after my arrival aiBaroehe, when the sport¬ 
ing camp was formed in the environs of Tureascer, a 
stuall Midiratta town which gives name to ruined 
districts once populous and cnltivated, then con¬ 
taining only two inhabited villages, and the shabby 
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capital, A scene at> contrasted to the futile plains 
in the Barochc purg'unna, affbrJeil me a fiintl of 
novelty and nmiisenient; the woofls and forests 
were filled with tigers, hyenas, wolves, jnekala, elks, 
antelopi-a, spotted-deer, and n variety of anuiller 
game. 

We fontiniied some time at Turcaseer, and then 
moved on, in the patriarchal style, froiu phicc to 
place, as shade, water, and game attracted ns, Tim 
different quadrupeds just uicntioncd were occasion¬ 
ally seen; peacocks, doves, and squirrels, imacciis- 
tomed to molestation, approached our tents witli 
familiarity; wdiile monkeys in great nnmber diverted 
us with their playfulness and cunning devices to 
purloin the liDltled-becr, fruit, or any delicticy that 
suited their taste. The Chinese are said to eat 
monkeys 5 but I never heard of any caste, tribe, or 
individual in Hiudostan using them for food; not 
even the Pariahs and Chandalas, who eat carrion and 
ciffal of every description. 

The surrounding districts were nearly as wild and 
uncuhivated as Turcascer! the wildness increased os 
WE approached the Haje-pipley hills, and there every 
trace of agriculture and population cciujcd. The only 
human inhabitants are a set of cruel rohhers culled 
Bheels, more barbarous tliim the beasts among whom 
they dwell. 

The serpents, reptiles, and insects iu these wlids were 
varied and beautiful, piirticularly some of the cicad® 
and locusts; that called the creeping leaf wtis to he 
seen in great variety 1 they arc not easily dislinguislied 
front the plants on wh iclj t hey feed. Guanas, camcl eons, 
and lizards of every description abounded; some of the 
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kttcTj b^kiD^ in iliir sstiii, iippeartid m alti^rtipitc a(ri[>e5 
of blue and gold ; and a largo kind of locust was ar¬ 
rayed in the same splendid hues. 

Many of these insects^ when seimmtely viewed, are 
extremely ciirious, ati J very pretty t but* cotisidered 
eollectivelyj ag destroyers of a country, tliey appear in 
on awful light. Desolation and fauiine mark tlieir 
progress i the face of the country is covered with them 
for many niilcH j oil the expectations of the bu&bond- 
ijjan vanish; his fields, which the rising aim beheld 
covered with luxuriancr, are befori^r evening a <Iesert; 
the produce of his garden and orchards is ef|Uidly dc* 
atroyed: for vrherc tliesc df?atrQctive swiinns alight, 
not a leaf is left Upon the trees, a blade of grass in tlie 
pasture, nor au ear of com in the field; all wears 
the marks of dreadful deva^tatiou; vegetation being no 
more reaeAV^d lititil the next rainy season. TIic locnsts 
not only cause a faiiiine, by destroying C he produce of the 
country, but in districts near the sea, where they liad 
been drowmed, they have occasiooud a pestilence, from 
the putrid elHuvia of luimcnse nnriibcr 2 i blown upon 
the coast, or thrown up by the tides. In India they 
are not near so pemicioits as in Arabia, and jiiaiiy 
pans of Africa. Soon after my arrived at Baroche 1 
saw a flight of locusts extending above u mile in 
length, and Jialf os much In l>readth; they appeared, 
a» the sun w^as in the meridian, like a black cloud at 
a distance: as they approached, the density of the host 
obscured the solar rays, cast an awful gloom, like that 
of an eclipse, over the garden, aud caused a noise like 
the rushing of a torreuL They were near an hour in 
passing over our little territory i I need not say with 
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what an anxious eye we marked their progress, fear¬ 
ful lest the delicaeies of oiir garden should allure them 
to a repast. We picked up a ft-w stragglers, but the 
main body took a western direction, and without set¬ 
tling in the country most probably perished in the 
gulph of Cambay. A few months afterwards a touch 
larger army alighted oa the opposite side of the Ncr- 
budda, destroyed every vegetable proiliittion through¬ 
out the Oedaseer purgutina, and gave the whole coun¬ 
try the appearance of liaviDg been burnt. Each of 
these flights were brought by ati east wind, from 
whence I cannot say : they coinpletcly realized the 
picture so affectingly record I'd in Holy Writ: “The 
Lord brought an east wind upon the land all that day, 
and all that night, and when it was morning the cast 
wind brought the locusts, and the locusts went up 
over all the land of Egypt, and rested in al! the eoiists 
of Egypt *, very grievous were they; for they covered 
the face of the whole earth, so that the land wiis dark¬ 
ened, and they did eat every herb of the land, and all 
the fruit of the trees, and there rcniaincd not any green 
thing on the trees, or in the herbs of the field throughout 
all the land of Egypt."—Exodus, ch. x.ver. 13—15. 

It has been a matter of dispute between lenmed 
cominentators on the scriptures, whether the auimals 
mentioned by Moses in the miraculous supply of food 
for the Israelites in the wilderness, w’ltc quails or lo- 
ensts. Our translators render them the former; but, 
from the description given by the sacred historian, 
and from what I observed of locusts, 1 rather incline 
to the opinion of Ludolphus, and the late Bishop of 
Cloghcr, that they were locusts, and not (jtuifls, which 
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ihe chijdferi of Israel ate in tbe desert gayB^ 

** There went forth a wiod from the Lonij and brougJjf 
q(Hills from the sea» and let them fall by the ciinipp as 
it were a day's Jotiimey on this sidcj anil it were a 
day's journey on the other side, round about the eanip, 
:uul Its it were two dibits high upon the face of the 
earth. And the people stood tip all tliat day, and all 
that night, and all tlien(!xt dajj, and they gathered the 
quails; he that gathered least gathered ten homers j 
imd they spread them all abroad for tbemseUea round 
about the camp." — NuraherSj eh. si. vor, 31^ 32, 

The Nerbudda is enliveued by fourteen different 
kinds of wlld-dui:ka j some are extremely Ijeantifnl in 
their pluniage, and tziany roost on trees. Pel jeans, 
spoon-hills, white and rose-eolonicd flamingos, storks^ 
cranes, and a viiriety of aqiuitie birds frequent the 
lakes and marshes; woodcocks ure sooietimes seen in 
the eool season; snipes arc more common, and im- 
lucnse flocks of wheat-ears and ortolans emigrate front 
distant countries daring the harvestp The common 
partridge in shape and plumage ts vtTy like chat in 
England; the feathers of that called the black-pur- 
tridgc arc peculiarly rich j the quails are exeellenL 
The florlean, or cumioor, (otis houbJ^n^ Lin.) exceeds 
all the liidiup wijd-fowl in delicacy of flavour; its 
varied plnjiiagc, lofty eairiogc, otid tuft of blaek fea¬ 
thers, falling gTiicefully from its head, Tnake him one 
of the most elegant birds in India; it is of the bustard 
species, but much smaller than the English otLs- 
Gruen pigeons, doves, and the usual variety of song- 
stetSp. anirauted the w’otxls of Turcaseer. 

The cnllum, or large crane, siinihu^ to the demoi¬ 
selle of Numidja (ardea virgo, tin.) is a majestic hlrd; 
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Bome whra erect are ncsir aix feet high ; tii<* sulirna pr 
rvrus, a bird of tbc Bsime genus, equals it in sta¬ 
ture, and excels it in the beauty of its pliiuiage, being 
pcnendly of an azure buc, witli a criniBGn bead. 
Tbc mention of tbese Ijirds induces me to triinscribc 
a circmnstitnce from my memoranda, which, if not 
otherwise interesting, affonls an additional instance of 
ilir instinct and memory of liirds, to those related by 
Buflbn, Goldsmith, and other naturalists. 

Ridini; out one evening In the Dfaiiboy distrii't, 1 
left my hackery and atendants at a village, and taking 
iny book retired as iistiiJ, with only one peon, to walk 
in the corn-fields; where, amidst a crop of juarcc, I 
Ba%v a targe flock of cullums and sahrascs, devouring 
their share of the hiin^est. On out approach they all 
flew awaVg except owe young sahras, w'bo, be)tig too 
weak to escape, was cangbt by (be peon. He very con- 
tentedly ate some jiiarrce out of uiy hand, and we car¬ 
ried him to Dhtiboy, where he became finite domes¬ 
ticated. At Biiroclje be was equally beloved and ca¬ 
ressed by all the family. Our garden-boose was about 
a mile from the west gate of that city ; the sabros ge- 
ncrullv walked thither at the dinner hour of the gar¬ 
rison : be Avas always a Aveleome guest, both W'ith the 
Europeiins and sepoys, and ate as iimch of their ncc 
and cuteberee aa he chose. Tliis bird, when be at¬ 
tained Ills full grow'th, was near six feet high; with 
beautiful plumage, an elegant form, and stately atr, 
blended with a pleasant familiarity. We were then 
preparing to leave India, and, however agreeable the 
sahras might be ill the extensive precincts of a villa, 
I was fearful liis sire and appetite might cause him to 
1 k’ considcriil in a less favourable light as a passenger 
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on boiLril u crowded InrUmiiuti; there fore, oti cru bark¬ 
ing for England, I gave him to a friend, who went in 
tmOllier hhip with fewer incnrahrances. On onr arri 
Vid the gentleniait informed me the bird had made a 
pleasant Toy age, was Trelcomed to every mesa by the 
good natiired Bailors, and soon after landing had been 
given to a friend, to oblige a nobleman front whooi he 
hod rcceivetl partleiilar favour?. 

Nine years afterwards I went with a party to Park- 
place, neiir Henley, then belonging to general Conway. 
After we bad been delighted with the pleasing variety 
of those lovely scenes, we visited the menagerie. 
Among other birds, a saliras, in a state of confinement, 
immediately brought my former friend to ray rccol- 
Icetiou; nor could I help remnarking, with some em¬ 
phasis, the rcicmblanee between them. On hearing 
my voice, the bird flupiwd his wings, pushed his head 
through the bars of the enclosure, and shewed signs of 
joy and impatience, which surprised ni all, esjiecially 
the gardener, who declared he had never seeii him in 
such a tmtisjjort. On telling him I believed the sahras 
was an old actjoaitilance, ho thought it inipossible, as 
bis lady hud possessed it several years, and liad been 
assured it was the only living bini of his species in 
England, The more I noticed it, the more affec¬ 
tionate and violent were its gestures j until a senti' 
inert of feeling, a mutual sympathy, or mutual instinct, 
convinced me it was my suhras. Upon further invea- 
tigutidO I found this bird had l»en given to the lady 
by the nnblrinan to whom it was presented on its ar- 
rivnl. Til is nneedote being related at Park place, 
procured us the kindest attentions from the hospitahlo 
owners, and gave rise to a eorTcspondcnfe between the 
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gtticra] smd tnviaclf. Tin? btr<J tllt-d in tlie following 
winter. I bad drawn ita portrait in India; n recollec¬ 
tion of its uftlciionate attachment induces me to offer 
it among those selected for engraving; for which, and 
the prolixity of the anecdote, I trust I shall be excused 
by every heart of sensibility. 

A number of curious trees, shmbs, and -aroniatic 
plants, adorn the wilds of Turcaseer; among diem arc 
extensive fores!s of the haulml tree, the at^acia, or 
Egyptian thomi much esteemed in the niiiteria-medica 
of the aneienta for its gunij wliicli it produces in great 
aimudance, with every proj^erty of giim-ambie. The 
leaves, like uU the ujimosa tribe, are pimiatedp the 
branches covered with sharp w'hite thorns, adorned with 
clusters of fragrant globular blossomSj in great pro¬ 
fusion; pink, yellow, or white; the most beautiful is 
an oblong flower, the lower port nearest tlie stalk ol a 
dellealc rose-colour, the other half u bright yellow*: 
the gum 0O2CS from the bark on the trunk and larger 
brattles, Tbc flowers are not converted to any pur¬ 
pose that I have known in India, but it is said the 
Chinese extract from diem a vaJnablc yellow dye. 

Tile banbul tree afforded a curio un specimen of in¬ 
sect sagacity in the cnterpillnrs^ nests, suspended by 
tliousauds to the branches^ Tliis litde aniniah consci¬ 
ous of its approiiching change^ and the necessity of 
security in its help Jess state ns acbrysalisj instinciively 
provides itself a strong niansion during that metamor¬ 
phosis. As a caterpillar it is furnished with very Strong 
teeth; with diem it saw^sofl'a number of thorns, the 
shortest about an inch long^ imd glues them together 
in a conical form, the points all tending to one direc¬ 
tion, the extremity ternuniiting with the longest and 
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sharpcfit. This singular habitation is cotriposed of 
about tvirenty thorns for the exterior, Utied with a coat 
of silh, similar to the cone of the silk worm, snspcnded 
to the tree hy a strong ligament of the same material. 
In this asvlum the baubnl caterpillnr retires to its 
longrepose; and,urmed withsuch formidablu wcapons, 
bids defiance to birds, beasts, and serpents, by which it 
might otherwise be devoured. MTicn the season of 
emancipation arrives, and the chrysalis is to assume a 
new character in the papilis tribe, the insect emerges 
from the fortress, expands its beautiful wings, and 
with thousands of fluttering companions, released at 
the same season from captivity, sallies forth to enjoy 
its short-lived pleasures. Paley has happily defined 
instinct to be a propensity prior to experience, and in¬ 
dependent of inatniction. 

“ WheUu-'f *fltb reason, ctr wiih iiiiiduct bleit. 

Know all enjoy tliil power wliichiuJti thern bcal i 

And renioa rriiic o’er instinct ok you cm), 

in iht* "lia God directs, in tlial 'Us niun," Por*. 

Addison pertmcntly and heauiifnlly ashs, “What 
can we call that principle which directs every different 
kind of bird to observe a particular plan in the .%lmc- 
tiire of its nest, and dirccLs all of the same species to 
work after the same model ? It cannot be imitafitm ; 
for though yon hatch a crow under a hen, and never 
let it ice any of the works of its own kind, the neat it 
makes shall be the same, to the laying of a stick, with 
all the other neats of the same species. It cjiunot be 
; for were animals endued with it to as great a 
degree as tuan, their buildings would be as different as 
onnt, according to the different convcnicnics that they 
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wonlil propose to ihciiiselves. Anitnala in tlicir gene- 
nit ion are ^ i^i^r tbiin tbc children of men ; hut their 
whidom is confined to u few piirticulars, Jtud liea in o 
very niirrow compa-SH* Tjtkc a brute out of hia iostinct, 
and' you find him wholly (leprlvefl of uiidcrstatidingp 
The biiubiil trees areulio covered by pensile nests of 
the haya, or hottlc-nested sparrow, which I have for- 
nicrly deflcrihed- These birds lieeiucd to liave formed 
immense colonies in the wilds of Xurcjower, suid most 
of the aeaeia forests in Guzerat; from fifty to a hun-^ 
dred nests are often suspended from one tree^ eiteh 
containing a miinci:oii:& family- 

Few Blmatioiis afford more variety than the forests 
of Turcaseer; I only laid aside my pencil to traverse 
those solitary wilds, and procure new subjects, while my 
attentive friends brought me every thing curious from 
their distant es^cursious. One of onr keenest sports- 
men left the party for a feiv days, with home expert 
Indian marksmen, to csplorc theRajc-pipley hills^ and 
shoot on Bhaiig-Doortgitrf the Tiger-nioiwfauit"* a 
spot siboTitiding with tigers, leopards, hyenas, and wild 
be:i$ts of vurioui^ descriptions. There, for the first time, 
he saiv the mountain-goat (capra ibex Un.) an animal 
resembling the steinhoeJe, or bouquetm orSwitzcrhind. 
In a uiitTOW defile, w'here they were stationed for the 
destruction of tigers, a male elk, (cervus alceSjLin.) of 
noble appeanmci*, followed by tw'enty-two females, 
passed majestically under their platform, each as large 
as a com mon-si sicd horse. They shot one, but being 
obliged to leave it, in pursuit of royal game, on their 
return next morning they found it nearly devoured by 
beasts of prey. 

They saw tmmy other herds of elks, ^md a great va- 
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riely of dcct, but never nset witb the nicl gbuu, or blue 
ox, tliougb they accin to ptirtnko uiudi more of the 
deer than the ox. Tliesc atiimaU were frc([Qently 
brought to BurDche and Surat aa a curiosity froui other 
parts of India. 

Tliere were no Hons in that part of India i the royal 
tiger was conaidcred os the loiJ of the forestt aod a 
more powerful animal ran not easily be conceived- 
The ndvcnturt’S and escapes of our sportsmen from 
these ferocious beasts, and their encounter with Froirs, 
hyencts, and other savage monsters, liigUly entertajued 

in the tents. Distance of time, and the death of 
most of the party, deprive them of interest. 

Some tigers In Tiircasecr were nearly as large and 
ferocious as tJiose in the Sutniei bunds of Bengal, and 
were said to etimil the largest cverkilled there; one of 
which measured rourteen feet from the tip of the nose 
to the extremity of the tail, waa four feet high at the 
shoulder, und the circumference of his foot near the paw 
twenty-six indies. Every artiou of the tigcT confirms 
Captain Williamson’s idea, (hat it so closely resembles 
the cal that die latter may be deemed a dger in minia- 
tufc. Their motions, tempers, habits, arc all preristly 
similar ; and, except in the numher of young usually 
borne at a litter, it would perhaps be didiedt to point 
out any distinguishing trait. Tliey have two, three, 
and sometimes five cubs nt a Utter, seldom so many , 
they attain their full growth at tw o years of age. They 
are, generally speaking, very pusillanimous. It hap 
pens hut rarely that they act openly, ev'en in sttuatioos 
where pefaon.s may unhappily be exposed completely 
to their assaults. 

“ They arc extremely averse to fire t hut when hungry, 
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tiothiDg Will deter them IVoiu tlieir object. I’hu 
dateks, or poatSj throughout ludiii, travel on foot^ one 
man tarrying the mail over hie ahoulder, accqui* 
ponied at night, aa also through all auapicioiw plocea ill 
the day-time, by one or more men with small drums, 
and eventually a teerfudaur^ or archer. Y'et this pre¬ 
caution does not suffice to intimidate the ravenous ani¬ 
mal dining the day, however great his antipathy to 
noise, any more than two strong flambeaus which the 
postman has at night. An instance is well known of 
a tiger occupying a spot in Gooineuh-pass for near a 
fortnight, during wliicb time he daily carried away a 
man; generally one of the postmen. At one time he 
wus disappointed of his meal, as he by mistake carried 
off the leather hag instead of its bearer s but the fol¬ 
lowing night he seiaed one of the lorchmeu, and soon 
disappeared with liiin. 

“ A melancholy |iroof exists of the little respect a 
liger pays to fire when hard put to for a meal, iu the 
w'ell-kaown fart of a young gentleman of n resjicrtable 
family, and of the most amiable qualifications, having 
been taken away by one when l>Hiigbted on Sanger’s 
island, at the entrance of the Hooghly river, as a party 
were sitting by a fire which had been kindled for the 
purpose of security: the tiger sprung ihrongU the 
flames, and carried off the unfortunate victim m spite 
of the efforts of his conipanlons, who were well pro¬ 
vided with fire uriiis. 

"The number of stragglers taken by tigers from a 
line of march, when troops arc proceeding through a 
close frountry, would surprise persons iinaccostomed 
to such events j three sentries liave been carried off in 
one night, besides several cauip-fotlawers, who fell 
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victims to their impaticDce in their attempts to get a- 
bcad of the line, hy taking short cuts tlirough the 
j angles ■" 

The tiger will eat nothing but what he destroys 
himself. The hyena, sya-guah, and even the leopard, 
will, on eniergeflcies, act otherwise. The lion, with 
respect to eating, has the sauie propensity ns the tiger, 
and in many instances they seem to blend something 
noble with tlieir ferocity. These anitnals generally ap- 
petir to have their own walks in the solitary regions 
which they inhabit, and are seldom seen more than 
two together. For several miles in extent, the Turen- 
seer forests, in Uie dry season, tire destitute of water. 
There was a pool in n wild part, whither the natives 
iiiformcil us the savage race nightly resorted to drink ; 
which they could only a[)proach by one narrow pass. 
One of our s]>ortsnien had a pljitform fixed among the 
hranches of a lofty tree overhanging this path, where 
he passed two moon'light nights, and w'aa highly gra¬ 
tified with his success. Aitiong the variety of animals 
which w-ent to the water, he saw five royal tigers 
marching together, which the Indians reckon a very 
extraordinary circurnstance. 

The rliinocrrus is not uncommon in some of the 
Bengal provinces, and other parts of Hiodoston fre- 
i|UcntiHl hy the wild elephant, with whom it often has 
a desperate engagement. 

Next to the rhinoceros and buffalo, the wild boar is 
perhaps one of the most ferocious animals in India 
and not ouly fierce, but so swift, that few of the savage 
tribes afford more variety of diversion to sportsmen. 
Their chief abode is in the jungles and forests; but 
when the grain is nearly ripe they do great mischief in 
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the com-fields, especially Iti sugar plantations, as they 
are extrcinely fond of the aiigar-cune. The sovi-s have 
very large litters of pigs, which arc soon able to shift 
for thcijisclvcs. There is a great variety in the form 
and colour of the wild hogs : the former varies accord¬ 
ing to the season. When the sugar cane is full of 
juice, and the com ripe, the hog is huge aud heavy ; 
during a scarcity of food, he becomes meagre, light, 
and prim. 'When hunted in the proper season, we fre- 
cjucntly had a young hoar Imrlwicued, or roa-sted with 
spices and Madeira wine, in a syh*an style of cookery, 
which afforded a amnptnons feast. The largest hoars 
are from lUrce to four feet high at the shoulder; their 
tusks art! five or six inches from the sockets, which 
. render them a formidable adveisary. 

Not only the w'ild hogs, bat hears, porcupines, and 
ma ny Other animals arc particularly fond of the sugiir 
cane, which guppUes them with food and beverage of 
a delicious kind ! and affording a cool retreat in hot 
w*eather, muses their incursions to be attended with 
incalculable mischief. Bears abound in many mottn- 
taiuous tracts of Hindostan t their natural history is loo 
well known to need a description; hot Captain 
Williamson mentions some traits in their character of 
less publicity. This geutlcman says, it has often been 
in his way to see the operation of bears, and he is 
confident that no animals are more cruel, more fierce, 
nor more implacable. Such as have suflered under 
their brutality have, in all instances within his know¬ 
ledge, borne the proofs of having undergone the most 
dilatory torments, some having their bones macerated 
with little breaking of the skin, with others their flesh 
w’*is suckl'd away into long fibrous remnants, and 


FEHOCITV or BEAEIS. 


51 t 

in one infttuncc the most horrid hnitiilitj' waa dia- 
jilayeiJ. 

Whilst ttationed at Ducca, Cnjituin Willinniftoo 
went with a party several limes to Tergong, ulmut 
Eve miles from thence. They had on many occasions 
seen bears among the wild mango topesj, and did not 
consider tlicm so dangertm#, until one day returning 
with another gentleman from Imniing some hog-deer, 
thev heard a most lamentable outcry in the cover 
through which they had to pass. Being provided 
with guns and apears they alighted, not doubting but 
a leopard wfia attacking some unfortunate wood-cutter. 
They met a poor woman, whose fears had deprived 
her of 8peecli»aiid whose senses were just flitting t she 
however coUected herself euflicicntly to pronounce the 
word hitnloo, which siguities a bear. She led them 
with caution to a spot not more than fifty yards 
distant, where they found her husband extended on 
the ground, his hands and feet suckcti, and chcweil into 
a perfect pulp i the teguments of the limbs in general 
drawn from under the skin ; and the skull mostly laid 
hare t tlie skin of h banging down in long strips, obvi¬ 
ously dTccted by the talons, MrTiat was most wonderful, 
tlic uQhiip[)y man retained his senses sufficiently to 
decrihe that he had l>ecn attacked by several hears, 
the woman stiid seven ; one uf which had embraced 
him while tlic others clawed him about the head and 
bit at his arms and legs, seemingly in competition for 
the booty. The gentlemen conveyed the wretched 
object to the house i where, in a few hours, death 
released him from a state in which no human being 
could afford the smallest assistance ! 
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CHAPTER XXIIL 

Appflinlawnl to i>btibi>y—Reveniie of th^ Purgiinnft—Cptneral 
Divliian of Hindofttan^ — City of Dhuboj—inbobil^ti—Sacred 
Groves — ^ Cbnndode—Zinore—Rangtmf — Bbaderpoor—Moo* 
keyi—Curious Anecdote of their Agency—’Pawagbur—SoyfCO 
of the Ncrbuililii—Story nf Kurmada frcmi tbe Hindoo MylhoJogy 

_Uucbaritableoc&s of the BTohmini—Loif^ Eitnteof the Ctum- 

doia Coftc—Cruelty of the JqJdo Brubm tiii—Singular Anecdolfts 
of Heligioui Hindooji — Compnrijon betwciyi the Portico* *t 
Dlmboy aoii Pompeia—Papeose of the Dhuboy Fortifications— 
Gale of Diamond* — Lines on a celebrateil Picture by Guerdna 

_Serpents at Dhuhoy — Guardians to Nerp—Story of the 

Origin and Magnificence uf Dhuboy—ItJ Destniclfon by the 
AlaJiomedans^ ond aubsci^uent History—Custotu of giving A 
new name to Oriental Cittcs—Dhuboy surrounded by the 
Mahraltu Army. 

WiiE>? Dhaboy was aiade winter quarters for the 
Bombay armVj during the Mahratta campaign in 
I775j I little thought it woaJd so soon belong to the 
East Indiii Companyj that I should he cutrustt^d 

with its government I a situation to w^hich I 
appointed io 1780j on its being surrendered to Geueml 
Goddard^ in eommttnd of the detachment from the 
Bengal ariny. Dhuboy, Zinore, Bhader|jnior^ with 
the Uttle district of Chand^>deJ^ were thus placed under 
my jurisdiction as collector of the revenue for the 
India Company. 

Dhuboy is the capital of a purgunna or district^ of 
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the same name, in tlic pTOvInce of Guzemt, wlncli 
contains eifrhty-foiir vilUii^ia, ami yields a rcvenui: ol 
Jour lacs of rij]tec8. about fifty tlMJiisniiJ pounds ster¬ 
ling, per nnimui. Tlic produce of the Dhuboy district 
consista of Imtty, bajurec, jiiarte, and sjjjallcf gram ; 
with BOiiie cotton, nitiwruli, scliU tor oil in frreat 
variety, and ahraba for dying. Batty may be Termed 
the staple grain of this jiiirgiiuuH; the others bear 
only a small proportion, and wheat is srldoin sown, 

The city of Dlmboy, upwards of two miles in extent, 
forms nearly a stjuane! fortified in the Indnin iniLuner, 
with a high wall and fifty two irregubr towers. At 
each angle is a round tower, surmounted by a cavalier 
bastion. In the eentru of each face is a clouliU gate 
of hewn atone, richlv ornamentcil, with a spacious area 
between them. Dhuboy at that time contain id only 
forty thousmid inliabitnnta, mostly llmdoos, imlnd- 
Ine a vorv large proportion of Brahmins. Tliere urc 

three hundrediMaliomedaii families; but no Parsecs yet 

settled in this city ; the magnificent remains of public 
Imildings, and the site of mimerous Iioh-hcs in a mmous 
state, indicate it to luivc been, at a former ])ermd, a 
place of great importaiitT, and milirh more populous. 
The manufactures chiefly consist of coarse dontp, sent 
from hnjiic to be dyed at Surat for* the Mocha and 
Juddn markets! no very fine cottons urc wove here ; 
ihe common sort, tiy(d in the city, arc gencrtdly for 
home rotiBOmption. Ghee and the coarse cot tons 
railed dootea, are the staple commodities of Dhuboy. 
The customs collected in the capital, and at the naukas 
or smaller custom houses in the pergunna, seldom 
c.xcced sixteen thousand rup4Ta a-ycar. 

■\Vithin the walls is a tank lined with hewn stone, 

> r. 


vof- 1. 


A14 


^ lESTIVAI., 


iind ii dight of Btcpi nil around, tlirfs cjunitera of a 
mile in dreuiufenmcu; [jart of it was tlicn much out 
of repair; it» drst cost exceeded five lacs of ropres,^ 
or tbotisaiid poitiids. This magmheeut rcscrroir 
is supplied witli water, not only l>y the periodteal mins, 
hut also from receptacles without tlu; walls, by means 
of a stone aqueduct CQuiiiituiIciiting w'ith the t'lnk; 
which it etitcri under a siualJ temple in the hallowed 
groves of the Brahmins, forming a ciiscade with a 
picturesque effect. 

Tile o|a;iimg this aqueduct at the coiiimenceineut of 
the rainv season, affordi. a festival to the in habitants 
fur Severn] days: like tlie Egyptians at tlir auuiial 
rising of the Nile, they iriakc religioujs processions to 
tlie temples, and perform their flowery sumficcs in tlio 
surrounding groves. The elders look on with com* 
placeucy, younger females duiice on the hanks, while 
the boys rush into the foaming cataract, and sw'im about 
the lake. This annual supply of water ta far more 
bcneGcial than the gifts of Bacdius in other conn' 
tries; the peasants ami their cattle hen* assuage 
their thirst in imasons of draught, when the surround¬ 
ing reservoirs foil, and the small rivers are generally 
exhausted. 

Tliesc duncea were leas formal, aud more mlivc than 
any I luul seen in India, unlike those of the dancing- 
girls, and little resembling the English conn try* dimee; 
the tunc aud figure seem both unstudied; and the 
soDgs which aecompauted them, like the rhapsodies of 
the Italian improvisatore, or those of their own Bhauta 
and niinstrcls, were all extem[)oraneoua cffuslous. 
They reminded me of those which Lady Worticy 
Montague describes among the tnodern Greeks; 
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“ wlioac (jiuntier of cliindiig is t’t'rininly ihe siMiifi 
thiit Diitiia iii said to Imve diinueci on ihi* hanks of 
Eurotius, 'fliL' grtat lady siiil Itjads Hw dance j and is 
followed by a troop of young girls, wbo imitate ber 
steps, and if she singSj make up the dioms. I he 
tunes iixe extremely guy and lively, yet with something 
in them wondcrfnlly soft. The steps are varied, ac- 
coniing to the pleasure of her who leads, hut nlwap 
in exm-t timet and iu&niti-ly more agreeuble tlum 
any of our dances.'' 

During these festive rites the Brahmins offer siicri- 
ficoa, in the temploa and adjoining groves, to the 
different deities ; espeeially Id Isa the god of nature, 
and Indra, who presides over the seasons. 

C’handode baa no forts deration, being estrenicd a 
place of great siuictitv hv (he Hijidoos, nnd much re- 
sperted by all other tribes. The detachment of horse 
kept for the security of the Dhuboy districts, are par- 
ticiiliuly useful almnt Zinore and Chandode, sitnated 
near the (Iracifls, a most inaolent and cruel set of 

banditti. . . i ■. i -i 

The 2inore pm^unua coniaina fifty inhalnted vil¬ 
lages; the town of that name is open, brge,aml strag- 

i-llng,' tolerably populous, situated on the sieqi hanks 

of the Nerlnidda; the dcei) gullifs winch nearly en¬ 
compass it are the only dea-nce. The trade and 
manafnctiires are Htmilar to ihoae nt Dhuboy; so is 
the iirodn(« of the country, except that it bears leas 
rice, and a larger proportion of cotton. Tlie fiistoms 
cf Zinore andNattkns arc usually about three tboiuand 

rupees per annum. ^ 

The small compaei gurry at Hangbiir, strongly si- 
2l 2 
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tuatcd OD the banks of tliti Ncrbnddti, right iiiiIl'S 
from Zjtiore, is now induded iu that purgunna, 

BbadcrpooTt although dignified oa a separate ptir- 
gunna, doi^a not with itii whole district onnuully pro- 
docc 60 iimdt as one of the best Dhuhoy or Barochc 
villages. The principal town, situated on the hanks of 
the Ozc, is little luorr than seven miles from Dhuhoy; 
some of its villages only three. Of these sixteen arc 
inhabited, many desoluted, from the inenrsiuns of the 
Bherls and Grticios. The jrroduce Is similur to that of 
the Dhuhoy pnrgunna; the revenue, iu tranquil times, 
is sixteen thouKand rupees; the eustouis amount to 
three or four thousand rupi'es per annum. 

In Blinderpoor is a small gurry fur the protection of 
the town. It contains the eiutom house and a few 
other low buildings of poor matenuJs, which were 
burnt down by the Mahrattas, with a considerable part 
of the gurry, when they found it w'ould lieconic 
English property. I repaired the whole at a small 
expense, 1 likewise put the fortifications and public 
buildings at Dhuhoy in the best po^isiblc repair. 

The durbar, or governor’s mansion, where I rrsldtfd, 
with its ronrts and gardens, accu|)ted seven acres: it 
W)is aljjii>.><t surrounded by the lake, except near the 
principal gate, eommuiiieating with the towm ; a pave¬ 
ment of large fiat stones admirably united, formed a 
dry w.alk at all seasons, above the steps of the tank, 
shaded in uiost parts by lofty trees, and adorned with 
fragrant shrubs ; through which only a few houses and 
towers on the walls wea* visible; so that from the win¬ 
dows of the dnrlxir, overlooking the Jak<v everything 
had more the appearance of a rural village than a 
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fortifii'd city. Nfar tlic ilurbar waa a aiimll wiKidy 
island iifTonliiig u niglJtly roost for cranes, kites, and 
eroTTs! and alielter for a number of those imminse 
hats, not irnproptrly called flying-foxea. To finish this 
picturesc]iie scene, a ruined Hindoo temple, nearly 
covered with moss, and the clematis in great variety, 
terminated the terrace walk in the g«itden, when' ilie 
nniriial creation had hitherto been so unmolested, tlmi 
my orange and lime trees were filled by peacocks, doves, 
and bulbuls; monkeys and squirrels feasted on my 
pomegranatesandcustard-apples; while t^cUciiiis, spoon¬ 
bills, and other aquatic birds oernpied the lake. 

The intrusion of the monkeys I could have dispenseil 
with; their nuinhers w'tTc often fonuldahlc, and their 
depredations serious. I believe there were ^ tuany 
roonkcTS as human inhabitants in Dbuboy i t e too s 
uiul upper part of the houses seemed ctitiRdy appro- 
nriatrd to their act-oniniodatiou. Wliile the durbar 
was repairing, on my first arrival, I resided a short 
time in one of the publir streets; the hack of llie 
house was sepanited by a narrow court from that of a 
principal Hindoo. It being the shady side, 1 genemUy 
retired during the heat id’ the uftcnioou to a yenuida, 
and rcposcil on a sofa, with my hook; small pieces of 
mortar and tiles frequently M about me, to which, 
supposing them to he occasioned by an eddy of wind, 
1 paid no attention, until one day, when I was so much 
amiovcd bt their repetition, accompanied by an un- 
common noise, and a blow from a larger piece of tile 
than usual, that I arose to discover the causes and, to 
„,v astoniahment, saw the opposite roof covered with 
inonkevs, employed in assaulting the white stranger, 
who had unwittingly offended by intruding so near 
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Iht'if doniiiiji. Although uiy simation mvestt'd me 
with coDfliderablc power, auJ Jiiade lue the first if tun 
in the city, yet as I knew 1 could neither make 
n'prisiils nor expect cjuarter from the enemy, I judged 
it lUORt prudetit to Kbundem my lodging, and secure a 
retreat. 

I do not ttuaginc the inhabitants of Dlmhoy protect 
the monkeys from any other motive than litmianity to 
the hrutc creation, and their general belief in thc 
mctenipsvehoais} hut in ^’lalabar, and several other 
parts of India, Dr* Fryer’s assertion is very true, that 
“ to kill one of these apes the natives hold piacular j 
calling them half men; and saying they once were men, 
but for their laziness had tails given them, iuid hair to 
cover them* Towards Ceylon they arc deified; and at 
t}je straits of Balagnt they pay them rrSlmte*'’ 

I cannot omit mentioning one singulHr employment 
in wliirli the monkeys of Uhuboy arc engaged. I be¬ 
lieve among the higher eustes of the Him loos duelling 
is every w'herc unknown, and the lower classes arc 
ecjiially ignorant of the an of boxing; but as even 
Hindoos ijuatrel, though they do not often lose 
their temper, one principal inode of offence is that of 
abuse; not by cidling a man a mscal or a villain, tor 
that w'ould neither lessen him in his own opinion, nor 
in that of society; hut to abuse Iiis mother, his wife, 
his sister, or his daughter, would lie esteemed the 
grossest insuh, and only to be reconciled by a more 
abusive retaliation. If that is not accomplished, it 
remains a subject for future rerctige, which bnnga me 
to the jKiint in <|aestioD respecting the Dhnboy mon¬ 
keys, who arc the innocent agents. 

Previous to the commcni'eiucnt of the periodical 
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„iD 5 . Rhout the iRiddle of Jime, it is mstoiiiRry to 
turn the tiles on the roofs of tdl the houses .n the 
towns siod villugca in Iliodost^, both of Euro^ 
pcRus and natives. These tiles are not b.ed witlj 
iiiottar, but rctnihu-ly ki<l one over the other, and 
Ijy bdne adjusted immediati-ly Iteforc the setimg- 
in of the rains, they keep tlie njof dry dunng 
that period: after which, their beuig inisplaeed is 
of little conacmietice, in n climate where not a shower 
falls for eight months together. At this criticid junc¬ 
ture when the tilw have just heen tuinetl, and the 
first heavy rain is hourly expected, the injured pi-rson 
who has secretly vowed revenge iiguinst his iidversa 17 . 
repairs hy night to his Louse, and contrives to strew 
ovU thc roof a quantity of riec, or other grain: this 
is i:arly diacovermi by the monkeys, who assemble lu 
a large bodv to pick up this favonrite fond: whm 
fioding much of it fallen between the tiles, they make 
no ceremony of nearly unroofing the house, when tio 
tiimcra of tiles are procurfiblct nor can any remedy 
be applied to prevent the torrents of min from soak- 
\m through the cowJung floors, ami ruining the fur 
nirure and dc-posuories of grain, wliteh are grneml y 
formed of unbaked earth, drk^ mid niblict! over with 

"^Yhc umier temee of the durbar overlooked tlie 
garden, the lake, and all its surroimding cm hellish- 
nventsi consisting of rich groves, cmImwenng Hindoo 
temples, Mahomedan mosques, and costly toriihs of 
the prineipal Mussulmans. Berond the city walls was 
atrn a landscape replete with populous villages, lux- 
uriant eom-fields. hcnls of oxen, flocks of sheep and 
goats, and a numerous peasantry, employed m agncnl- 
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turt.': tliifl chiirniijiif [tliiiii win> termihatL'd on llnj 
nortL-oast I>t the iitontiiaiii of Powa-Gur, ono ot tlie 
Btron|''hDlil 3 of thtf ^Jalirntta (.‘nipirf*! (^onnectud witli 
a chain of hills, stretching ca'ttward, until they* join 
the nujuutaiiii; Ijt^yotid the Nerbudda; that feTtili?,ing 
stream vfhirh hegins its course iiiKoy hundred miloii 
ofl', in a mountiiinous region on the con fines of tlie 
Uengiil provinees •, and flowing from thence in a nar¬ 
row channel to the falls near Chandode, thcri^ espanda 
into a iinl-de river, still increasing in, size until it 
w'ashes the walls of Btiroehe, mid In'tomcs navigable 
for large vessels to the gulph of Cain bay. 

Powa-gur is with great reason supposed to be the 
Tiiigurj or Tingunl, of Ptolemy: though he there mis¬ 
takes the river Narmada, or Nerbudda, for the D'liaU'- 
harji, or Dahder, a coutignotts strrum often jiuntioticd 
in these voluiites. The Nerhiidda, the Narmudn of 
the Greeks, takes its rise iti the mountains of Piiulara, 
a wild and barbarous country. Near its source, the 
Hituloos erected a tern pie called Omcrculituc, which 
at stated times is much resorted to by pilgrims. In 
1795 captain Bhiut was sent to explore a route 
through Hindustan, which lies I jet ween Berar, Orissa, 
and tfic northern ('irears: he then apprOiudied within 
a few miles of the source of this cck‘bnttt*d river, but 
the cruel and savage manners of the mountaineers 
(ircvcnied hiiii from proccdling nearer. He however 
obtained tlie most satisfactory information that the 
Nerbiiddii and Sotme rivers take their rise at a little 
distance frottj oat'h other, near the tempk of Omer- 
cUDtuc, where the Hindoos worship the consort of 
Siva, whom Sir WilliBtn Jones, in his treatise on the 
gods of Greece, Italy, and India, iiicotionH as being 
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distinguishcil l>y the names of Ptirvati, <ir ihfj tiioun- 
tftio-Worn goddussj Ourgiij or difficult of acci*fls , iind 
Rhuvani, or tlie goddess of fi'CUDdity; which ktter is 
lu;r leading nuiiic at Ojiiercuntur. TIir temple which 
contains the mmraf, or image of Bhavuni, wiis l>uilt 
by one of the uncient rujolis of Ruttiirpoor, the prin* 
cipat place in that eountty* 

From the tlassiciil streams of ancient Greece, to 
popes Lodona, rivers, fountains, and naiads, have 
a Honied u copious suliject for poetictil fiction; the 
Nerbiidda and the Soane, with imor Johdla, have in 
like manner enriched the Hindoo mythology; for the 
same intelligent writer informs us, that the images at 
Omen'UHtHV arc said to represent BhaTiiin, (who is 
then? worshipped under the symbol of Naniiada, or 
the Ncrluidila river) niurh enraged at her slave Jobilla, 
and a great variety of atiendimti preparing a nuptial 

bauipiet; to whic h a romantic fable is attached- !?oatie, 

a dciiii-god, being enamourc>d witli the extreme beauty 
of Narmada, after a tinlious coiirtsbip pri'siiiised to 
approach the goddess, in hopes of accomplisliing the 
object of bis wishes by espousing licr, Niinnada sent 
her slave Jobilla to observe in what state he was coin¬ 
ing; ancj, if arrayed in jewels, of lovely form and dig¬ 
nity, or worthy to become her consort, to conduct him 
to ‘Omcrcunnic, JobiUu departed, met with Sonne, 
and waa so dazided with the splendor of Ins ornaments 
and extreme lieauty, that she fell passionately in love 
with him, and so far forgot her duty, as to attempt to 
personate her mistress i in which succeeding, Narmada 
was BO enraged at the deceit, that, upon their amval 
at Omercuiituc, she severely choatised Johilla, and dia- 
figurcfl her face in the manner said to W represented 
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on tltc image. She t^ien precipitiited Sonne from the 
top of the inontiinin to the botloiiJ» wlitmcc that river 
rises i disappeared herself in the Tcry spot where the 
Nerbudda issues; tiud from the tears of Johillu, a little 
river of that name sj^rings at llie foot of Omercuntnr, 

Such is the fiibutous source of the Nerbuddii, on 
whose bunks I hud a beautiful villa, and extensive 
gardens: in whose niml villages, shaily groves, and 
holy isluiid, I have enjoyed many delightful parties ; 
Biid liy a residence of seven years, geiiendly within 
view of its iKild meanders, liave oeciijiion to rei’ollect 
many local eircninstances with peculiar pleasure. 

The affcclion of the lliiultios for laki>a and rivers 
hits been metitionetl ; in no part of Hindostati are they 
more vcnitraied than at Dhnlioy, Zinore, atid Chan- 
dmle ; where I so often resided, cueirelcd by tlie sacred 
groves and temples of the Brahmins. The ahUitions 
strongly enforced in the Hindoo religion, are wise in- 
junctToiJs. Bathing, os I have l«fore observed, is not 
only one of the most refreshing pleasures in a hot 
climate, Iml purity of body is Nupposed to be nearly 
connected with purity of sotil: and in the saemment 
of Christian haptisin the one is typind of the oI her. 
I um willing to iRdieve that aecoptuble prayers and 
praises ascend to heaven from the ablutions of the in- 
nociiiit Mnsnavi Brsihtnin, w ho rising with the early 
dawn, wa-Nhes himself in the holy stream of the Ganges, 
the Indus, or the Nerbudda; waiting for the appear- 
iincc of the celestial luminary over the eastern hills, 
to worship Oin, the Great Invisihlc, who through this 
agency gives life, and joy to his creation: but emo¬ 
tions of pity and of blame art^ mingled with our ap¬ 
probation when we behold these eastern philosophers 
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worahipliing God thtuiselves m Jns unity, ant] nt tLc 
flame time siinetioning and Lciiidiing polytbcism among 
all the other trihes of Hindoo#. 

Dhuhoy 'ivaa chiefly inhabited ijy Bnihmin# of dif¬ 
ferent orders i aome of them ^tTe artivi'ly employed 
among the other cfist# of Hindoosniimhent seemed to 
pass their lives in a state of religions imlolcnce, and an 
upparent abstriietion from sublunary objects, like the 
devotees iit Seringham, described by the elegant Ormr, 
"living in a subordimitifiii which knows no resistatita*, 
and sliujibering in a vohiptnoivsticsa whiclt knows no 
wiUits.” Tbo Bnilmiins of Dbuboy repose from mintl' 
ing- till night nuder the trees which border their 
sacred lake, meditating on the Institutta of Menu, or 
bewildering themselveft with the Avatars of \ ishnu; 
nine inr.irnations of thiu deity, wlileh form an in¬ 
teresting part of the Hindoo mytliology. 

In the inner court of the durliar at Dliuhoy, into 
whicli my front veranda opened, an altar had been 
erected under a shady pcpal-tree [ficus religiosa) which 
I carefnllv preserved; a hollow cavity on the top con¬ 
tained the tnlsHi, or tulsi, {ocymum) ^ a acred pluni of 
the Hindoos, to which they fretpicntly resorted; as 
also to a few of their dii penates, which were left in 
the surrounding niches; it was a scene nearly re¬ 
sembling that of Priam’# palace in Troy. 

■ > JGdihua ia mnliist nutloque luli Btliciis avo, 

Ingeni art full, justaque ireterriniB Inarui 

Incuinben* ir*, atnuc umbr* cpraplcsts penatia, Viact, JEk, 

I sometimes almost ensHcd tlicsc peaceful Hindoos 
the pleasure they enjoyed in the performance of their 
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religious diitu's, unit tin? delights of social worshijj ; iu 
my solitary situation I fcU, for near four years togc- 
tlier, a privation of all the sacred ordinances of Chris- 
tiiuiitV;, and from attendance on public worslii]?. 
During that period I had very little coinmuniciitioit 
with Enropeans, and no personal intercourse with one 
kindred luind. 

In the southern parts of India, as I have frcfjucntly 
ohscr\'ed, are abundunee of churches, uiid thousands of 
Roman-catholic ChrisliimSj who are gencmlly con¬ 
verts froni the lowest castes of Hindons, In Guzerut 
there are very few of that |>ersuasioii, and none in 
this part of the province: among their pricsta and 
missionaries are lihcml and intelligent men, but these 
arc not numcrons. 

There was not a Christian inimbltiint either in 
Dliuhoy or the districts under my care j the Mahoniu- 
dans were in all respects similar to those 1 have 
described in other places, and the Hindorx; brought 
to my recollection the simplieity of the patriarchid 
age; tliey hial not ticen accustomed to any inter 
course with Europeans, and while under the Ma- 
bomedaii dominion their religious and national cus¬ 
toms were gcDtrally tolerated. Soon after my iirrivwl 
some venerable Brahmins and principal Hindoos en¬ 
treated of me that the Europeans belonging to tl;c 
garrison iiiiglit not be permitted to molest the mon¬ 
keys, nor to fire at the pelicans, crdiies, and water¬ 
fowl, which resorted to the hike* They not only 
dwelt upon the metempsychosis, but alleged that they 
were cxtretiicly useful in keeping the city and tank 
free from dirt and nuisances, and that for ages, even 
during the Mahouiediiti govemmeut, they had never 
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bcrii tiio[?&tc?d. It was u cupitiil ofJv’iici^ in nncimt 
Egypt to kill ntl ibis or an hiiwk; dio farmer was 
venerated becanae it devoured llit* serpents and rcit- 
tiles wbitU bred in the country after the inunda¬ 
tion of the Nile; the inhabitants of Holbmd arc as 
strongly attached to the stork, because it destroys the 
nits, mice, and other vermin which undermine the 
dykes, Supposing therefore that the IIItnloOH had 
similar reasons for their prejudice in favour of mon¬ 
keys and pelicans, I readily grantetl their request; imd 
this compliance led to another of far more import- 
nnt^c, and indeed to the greatest favour I could confer 
upon ill cm; which was, that I wouhl issue an order 
dial no ox or cow might be kith d in die city, nor the 
flesh publicly exposed to sale. They said tliey knew 
the English soldiers would have beef wdierc it was 
procnrablc} hut as those aiiiuiuls were esteemed 
sacred, and none had ever been killed in Dhuboy 
during the Hindoo government, nor had a Maliomc- 
dan ever dnred to ofler surh an offence, they hojjecl, 
if I could not entirely suppress the slaughUT, that 1 
would keeji die whole matter as private as possible 
during the hours of darkness. It would have been 
cruel os well as impolitic to refuse them so inno¬ 
cent and reasonable a request. I only wished the rest 
of my <-o»ntrymen there had liem os indiffereDt to 
this part of tlieir food as myself, and their feelings 
should not have been wounded. I made some fruit¬ 
less atteinjits to reason with the Brahmins on the ne¬ 
cessity of kill log nnimnls intended for foot!; they op¬ 
posed' the doctrim* of the mctcnqisyehasts to all my 
arguments, and would neither admit the tnifh nor 
beauty of Popes more rational system. 


THE METEWPSVf HOSst?.* 


~ri6 

“ Tlic lamb llij no| Jo bleeii to-ilH>v 

Had he Uiy ri?iiMni woulU he Jifcip pfnjf ? 

Pleas'd to the last, hi; cfO|js the fl^iwery fflod, 

And licks rhe Iran il just roJs^d te jilted hts blood/' 

Acconling to Hfrodoma, the oDcient Egyptians 
helievtJ, that on tlie disHohition of the hady, lh« soul 
Immediately entered into sonic other udiiuu!, iiiid alter 
using as vehicles every speck's of tcrrcHtnid, atjuatic, 
and winged creatures, it fiiiiilly ctitered a second time 
into the Immnti body; and that it unflerwent all these 
ihangcH in the space of three thousimd years. Very' 
similar to these ideas, arc tlie reveries of the iiiudcrti 
Bridimins, with whom 1 luiind it fruitless to aigne 
ujion the luciempsychosis or any religions siilijcrt i 
tlipir priile and Bclf-siilhcient'V tiiilitatcd against every 
attempt to convince them of their errors. The 
Bwluniiis of Malabar usually treated such kinds of 
conversation with arrogance and contempt: those at 
Dhiiboy aUccted either an air of superiority or in¬ 
difference. Indeed, these exEraordlnaty beings are so 
fiighly exalted iti the Instltntea of Menu, that k is 
almost impoflsildc it should he otlictwiBc; for thug 
sajth this celcbnited Hindoo lawgiver :■ 

From liig high birtli alone, ii Brahiiiiii is an ob¬ 
ject of vcticnition, even to deities j his dcclnrwtioiis 
to mankind are decisive evidence; and the Veda itself 
confers on him that eharacter. Never shall the king 
slay a Brahmin, though convicted of all posHihle 
crimes; let him banish the offender from his realm, 
but with all his property seeure, and his body unhtirt. 
Although Brahmins employ thctuschTa in ull sorts of 
mean oceupHtions, they must invariably be honoured ; 
for they are .something tninsccndcutly divine. 
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Ill a part of the Rauiapnn Bnihaiiniciil potenry^ 
alniosir it may be said oiunipateecyi is strongly en¬ 
forced : 

^ Let not a kmg^ although in the greatest distress 
for fiioney, provoke Brnhinmn to anger by ttiklng 
tlieif property i for they, once enraged^ couliJ Jiiittie- 
diately by sacrifices and imprecutioDs, dcfetroj him 
widj bis troops^ elephants, hones, mid ciirs. 

Who^ without perishing, could provoke these 
holy men, that ts, by whose ajiccstots, tmdf’r Bnihnma, 
the alWevouHng fire was created j the sea, with 
waters not clrinkahlcv and the moon with its wane 
and increase* 

** Wliiit prince could gain wealth by opposing 
thosPt who, if angry, could fraiiie other worlds, aud 
regents of worlds, cotdd give lieing to new godn and 
mortals I 

** What tiiiin desirous of life would injure those, hv 
the aid of wlinm, that is by whose attcuLtcuis, w^orlda 
and gods perpettiidly sufrsist, those ivho are rich in 
the leiuning of the Veda I 

“ A Brahmiti whether learned or ignorant Jp a 
powerful divinity! even as lire is a [lowetful divinity, 
w^hether coiisecnited or popitkn nma, though Orah- 
min^ tinploy thernselves In all sorts of tijinn otTupa- 
tjous, they must invariuhly lie lionoured, for they are 
something transccndently divine* 

« Of created things, the most excellent are those 
which are animated: of the animated, tliuae which 
fitd'sist by Intel [igenre : of the inteliigent, mankind: 
and of men the sacerdotal class. The very hinh of n 
Brahnun is a con timieil incur nation of Dherna,god of 
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justice, for tlic Brahmm is I»orn to promote jtwticc, 
nod to procure ulilojute happiness, 

“Whatever exists in the luuvcrse, is in cfTcct, 
thougli not in form, the wealth of the Briihmin, since 
the: Brahmin ia entitU-d to it by his primogenitare 
and emincncG of birth. 

“ Wlttn a Brahmin springs to light, he is horn 
alive to the world, the chief of all creatures, assigned 
to guard the treasury of duties, religious and ej4 il* 

" He, who through ignoiancc of the tiiw, sheds 
blood from the body of a Braliruin not engaged in 
battle, as many partieics of dust sls the blood shall roll 
up from the ground, for so many years shall the 
shedder of lUai bluod l>e mangled by other unliiwila in 
his next liirth, or as many thousiind years shall the 
ahedder of that blood Iw toniiciitcd in IilU.” 

Great indeed must t>e the sacrifice which rucii 
muhe, when they embrace ft religion of nhtch humility 
is the fonndution stone. 

But how shall I describe the poor out-mt Chan- 
dylas, who were not allowed to have a habitation witliin 
the city walls, and were compelled to live in wretched 
hms at a distance from the western gate! whieh, on 
that account, was seldom frcfjuciited by the other 
tribes; while the gate of diamonds, on the eastern 
face, was the resort of the zemindars, luiiiians, and 
chief men of the city, I liftve descrilied the ahject 
condition of these Chandalas and Pariars at Bombay 
and Mahdjar; It will scarcely be believed by a liberal- 
minded European, that the very same code of the be¬ 
nevolent Menu, which deifies the Brahmins, thus eon- 
dcimis to perpetual and hcreilitnry ignominy, the poor 
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(.'liajidaluj iTi’utMl l»j‘ tLi.* sriuiie titJil, siiiil Ijorn its purt: 
und «!> inuocfdt uh tlie UKiliuim. 

** The HbodtJ uf the ChiiiicIyJa4 lj<; Out of the 

town i they must luH have thts usi; of entire vessels } 
thi’ir sole wPiilili iiiiiHt be do^s und iisses. Their 
dotlies must Ik: mantles of the deceiist-d; their dishes 
for food, broken i>ot8; their omimienls ruaty iron: 
and i'ontiuuullj' must they rouiii from pluee to place. 
Let food he given 10 them in potsherds, hut not by 
the hands of the giver; and let tliefii not walk by 
night in dties or towns." 

It eatuiot he supposed that with a set of men who 
1)reached and practised such doetfines, iind encouraged 
thi'ir fullowits to do the same, iliy authority or argo- 
luents should Lave mueh influtiite, •! did indeed 
wish to redress the grievanees of the Cbatidalus, hut 
I found it in vuin to eomhut with ihe prejudiees of a 
whole city; prejudices wbieb- are interwoven with 
every pirt of the cm I and religious system of the 
Hiiiilntis. What a wrong opinion have the Enroi^ientis, 
until very latelv, formed of the Bridnnins, and Imw 
many are there who still sec no necessity for mlio- 
diieing among then, the pnrilj and benevolence of die 
Gospel' But the veil is now withdrawn, and men of 
enlightened minds will make a just comparisou be¬ 
tween the two religions. 

u t US not imagine tluit beciiuae the Ilmdoos do iioi 
udniit of converts from other religions, they Jilive no 
diwnsions nor scbisnis among themselves! nor that 
the Brahmins atv so mild with those wl.o differ from 
them in icdigious sentiment as they have beim repre¬ 
sented. Dr. Bncbatian, when speaking of the Jama m 

MvsorH, saVi. that ** In a t|uaml nmoag the Brahfluns, 
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the party which Dtitiiiiicd the victory, oiiMi'd the 
priests of Jain^ with ii« ni*iy of their followTr?* ii,i 
wm: ob Hi in ate, to be j'romul to death in niUniills ; 
while the remuinder, who wen* converted by this 
powerful mode of urgmnent, received pardon from 
tbc oftbiided Brabmina.’' TIiIh iiiteUigcni traveller 
further observes, that the houses at Totioru, where 
this cmolty took place, are roofed with tiles, and 
covered with thorns, to prevent tbc iiuiukcys from 
unroofing them, because those uiischievotis aniuiais 
are very utimerous, anti to destroy them is reckoned 
u grievous sin. Those very persons who a]>pl!iiid 
the Brahmins for hiiving ground tlie Jatntia in an oil- 
Uiill, shudder with horror at the thought of a monkey 


betug killi.'d. • 

These Juiiius ore a very singular sect among tlie 
Hindoos; we find in the Asiatic llescarehes, that 
there are three clasaea of yatia, or ascetics, iu this 
tribe, culled AiitivniUfi J^Iuhavrafa, A7t'f‘ffwn, “ To 
attain the nmk of Anatsyiiiaj a man must forsake his 
riimily, entirely cutting off his hair, Uirowing away the 
sacred itiread, holding in his hand a bundle of jjea- 
cock's feathers, and an earthcn pot, and wearing only 
tawny coloured clothes; ho must reside for some time 
in one of the temples. He next proceeds to the 
second rank, Alahavrittit} when totally abandoiling 
any degree of elcgEince in his dress, he uses only a mg 
faHti'Oi.d to D string round his loins, us a Jlt'tihmtichdrt: 
lit*, still retains his fan and pot; he luiuit not shave his 
bend with ru/ors, hut employs his disciples to pull out 
the hair liy the roots. On the day when this opera¬ 
tion is jterformed, he abstiiins from food; at other 
times lie cats only once daily, of rii'c put in the palm 
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of lifs hmul rinviiig, for u i-uiiKitii nihli.* tinu.-, n’- 
iriaiiitid til tills stille of prubutioitj lit* tittiyiii tlif: tlilril 
dfgTcc of iYif't'dim ; he thetl lays luiidL' even j 
niid, being pefftfctly nftked, bo eats^ once evt^rj second 
day, of rice, put by otbefS iti tlie paltu of lifs liatid ; 
earrying ubout witb hitn lll'e rbiy l>oii nod a buhdk" ol 
peacoi’k's feathers. It is tbc business of bis dfsi-ijili^Jt 
to imll out his hairs •, mid be is not to walk, or move 
iibnut^ after tlie sun sets. He is now ealli'd liy tlie 
dignified title of JVirctiii, nod the Jainas worship him 
as gnd of tbdr tribe, tn the like iimirner as the 
images, which they worship in their temples, of their 
unci rut or Gttt'oos. 

“ The other Jainaa, who have cot etilered into tlicsc 
ndtgious vows, ure obliged to abstain from the follow¬ 
ing things, viz, eating ut night; slaying an animal; 
eating the fruit of those trees that give milk, piinipkins, 
voung baiiihoo jilants r tasting himey or flesh ; taking 
the wealth of others; taking' by force a married wo- 
man ; eating flowers, butter, cheese; and worshipping 
the gods of other religions. To abimdoii eiiiirrlj the 
ahovementioned, is to be a proper Jaina. The Jamiw, 
even the young bids, ticviT taste honey, as it would 
occasion cxpvdsioTi from tlieir caste; tliey never t^ste 
intoaieniing litjuors, nor any other forbidden drmk.'* 

Such are the ptniancw and privations among the 
Jflimis ; in Dhuhoy 1 hiid oa'aaion to witness a thou¬ 
sand similar aiistcnties of the devotees who fretjuented 
its Rflcrecl shrine&p 

In Captain Wilfords essay on the Sacred Isles la the 
west^ CdmnmBicat^cI to tlie Society, is a Tcry curioiti 
account of some of thesis devotees, taken from the 
writings ot Ctesias, w ho avf'oiiipimted Cyrus and tljf 
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tTU tlioiiiJiTnl Cift't'ks, in lj>s UTifnrtiiiJiitt* cipt'ditiou to 

Persia, Ctrsias was taken prisoner^ but being a pliy- 
sicinn be beenuic a great favourite wiili Artax<’rji('9 
blneiMOll* In desitlhing dilterent eoutitrles in Hin- 
ilostan, four hundred years before tlie Christian Jieru, 
CtesiaH says, “beyond the sources of ihc Sijaa-cAorff, 
b u tribe of men, who have no cvaciiaHon# they how¬ 
ever make u little water occasionally i their food is 
milk alone, wlilcli they know bow to prevent from 
coagulating in tlielr stouiacbs. In tlie evening they 
exfitc n gtiiille vomtling, trad throw op the whole. 
Tliis strange nurnitive is not without foundiitibii. 
Many religious jicople in India, in onh r to avoid the 
dcblcnicnt attending the coarHcr evacuations, take tut 
other foorl but iidlk ; and previous to its turning into 
fibres, US ihev sav, thev swallow a string of efit- 
tou, which, on their pulling it back, brings up the 
milk, or those parts of it which* they consider as tin? 
caput mnriHum. Thb they make the en’dulous bc' 
lievc; their disciples are ready to swear to it | and they 
have even deluded pcfsons otherwise of great rcspccta- 
bilitVi I suppose thi'v conceal themselves W'itli great 
address; and their evacuations cannot bi’ very fmtjucnt, 
nor copious; for they really live upon not hi tig rise hut 
a very sinnU cpiantity of milk, though ccrtaiply more, 
as I should suppose, than they acknowledge; uni) 
the ceremony of the string they perfonu. ocrasioiudly, 
before a few' friends ; they ure all hermits, who scldoin 
stir from the place they have fused UjJOQ. How much 
the sight of these irtisgnidi'd (‘uthusiasts strengthened 
niy ardi'Ut wish to convert this poor people to the 
gentle practical truths of the Christiau religion ' al¬ 
though I diseltum e^cry idea of compulsion, or any 
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«€uk, sinisttT, or Improper iiieiiJis for tht-ir conver¬ 
sion. N'o forte, no coereivc nieasiircR were em- 
pkiytd bv the GrcLit Fomnler of our faith, nor hy 
thoRC who iminediHtely toll owed the Btrps of their 
Divine ^histiT. The power of working niinules, the 
supenjatiiral gift of langnsigeB, nod the extoiordiiiiiry 
operations of the Holy Spirit, seuletl the ri>iin,strj' of 
llie first ApoHties ! mild pc-rsiutsion, impressive con* 
victiou, nnitud to a corrcsijoudtng life niid pJTictic;e, 
iiiiirkrdthe character of the priiuitive teachers, and 
were the most powerful engines of prosclytisrn; their 
successors in every age, mid in every nation, must 
regulate their conduct by sneh examples, if they wish 
to disseinumte tho truth of Christianity, and we iiiunt 
he convinced of Uie necetisity of blending the wisdom 
of rhe serpent with thu iniioccnce of the dove, in 
undertaking the great work of religious and moral im- 
proveujent among a people so rivetted to ancient usages 
us the Hindoos. 

Who catt read Sir ’William Jours’ dissertations on 
the lUYstieftl poetry of the Pcrsiiuis and Ilitidoos wtth- 
oiirex(]viisite jdeasure? IfijicoiQinenlsarc adtiiirable, 
anil his rjuolJitions froiit Barrow and Neker £11 the 
4ml with ccstasTfi It would he u rash ntteirijit to 
controvert what that elegant and experienced writer 
has said on the ahsoriitioti of the religious Rrahmins : 
from my ow'n knowleilge of those dcx'otcca on the 
sac It'll hanks of ihc Xerbuddn, I admit it all, a.s wtII 
as the influence of the stihliriie rommiitiion to which 
he alludes in sonic of the Brahminiral priesthooii; yet, 
ns 1 have had oemsion to ask in auoilicr place, what is 
the religion of tlic millions of Hindoos who arc not 
initiated into ihdr mystical reveriesr .*'ir William 
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lonen utluws ih^t tlii^ iibfiur|a'tiDri lionl^nj upon 
liuil euihiisiaisLii- dcvntipn; uud pi rlinpi^ 

sii>iong Ciirktians ihtT^ luny be oidy :i fv.w, who, like 
Ftnirlon mid othem of lUat di^scriptioSj ntbun to that 
holy approxiirratioD, that indlable coiutiiuliioD with 
clidr Crrator iinJ Redeemer, by the jufluciice of die 
Divine Spirit iJiut there is a simple, a pnieticah and a 
ileli'ghtful patli, for the humble CJirlstiiin of siriallcr 
auaiuments; a reUi;:ion which will render him iifrcM 
and liappy in thlb world, mid blmed for ever in ihstf 
wbicb in to come:; a religion, wliieh espreaaly assures 
us, that to w hoTn iiiuch is given, from biiii mnth.will 
be ri?f|iilrcd ; hut where only one tiilcnt is cummittHl^ 
the iiiiprovriiicnl of only one talent w-lll be expertt'd. 
Therefore^ allowing to the Brahmins all their preten¬ 
sions, the HiiidiKi reJigiun, when opposed to the 
philanthropy and hciievoleiice of tbcGoapeltia unsoezalj 
proud^ and ancharitJible. 

The suliJime paNSage^ so often ipjoted from the 
Hindoo scriptures and oriental poets, eixeite our ad- 
iniration; but the Brahmins and Sufis alone can 
comprehend thi^tn. Passages far more suhtime may be 
Sfliii red from the Old and New TestamraT. Nothing 
can exceed the energy and beauty of the prophecies of* 
Isaiah; notJjiiig can eipial the beatitudes in the ser¬ 
mon on the luonnt; nor mu oricntril itiiagery of 
the shiistah and vedkis be tximpared with the stiblitne 
and energetie hiiiguage of that ancient poc^rii, the book 
ofJoL 

The profusion of hew n stone, and remains of sculp¬ 
ture, scattered about Dbnboy^ is nstoziishiiig; the wi^lls 
and lowers were huilr i^ntirely of large s^iiuure stones. 
The west front, which is the only piiri rcJiiaining in 
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;mT uF pcrfw^tion, presents n gTHtiil vit^w of the 

ambient fortifieutionB j the tcrfeploiiit several feethrusiil, 
is !iiipporteil Uy a roloawade c^i pillars, whieli (orm a 
eiiiaciimte or covered [isaaiKa the vrliole Icn^h of Llie 
%viilt, in a Style of clfganre not only ornamental lieyoiid 
any tiling I liavc setfii elsewlien:, but th'1il>q in repair 
iiiusit have aflbrtlnl «XfL'llent accoiJitiiodation for an 

ludiii garrison, who gcncnilly prefer a eovc-riid aLtd'or 

veranda to a clone room. TIiSs colon nude, half a mile 
in length, rcaemldcH the porticos in front of the lutr- 
rarkn at the nncient city of Pompeii ; where the 
Noldicrs' names are written in u rude niatiniT on the 
w alls, and after ii lapse of seventeen hundred years are 
still Ii'gible, The hnrrnck.'i ‘of PoiiJ]n-it mirronnil a 
large court, with a portico in Iroul of their sleeping 
rntjjjis } their appearance instantly rciiiimlcd me of the 
fortifications of Dhiihoy; and the villa and gardens 
without the gate of rompeii, as well as inany ohjects 
l>oth there iilid in Hcrculancuiu, were completely ori- 
t'lital. No town in India, nor any other pari ot the 
globe, can create those peculiar sensations which 
iibsorh the spectator w'hett he hebolils two cities brought 
li) light after being biu^icd near two ihousiuui years i 
I he one noder a torrent of liquid fire, the other over* 
wheltncd fiy a iiiountain of btiming ashes and volcanic 
productions. Herculnncom still remnins in a aul»- 
icmim'fUt state; but at Pompeii, cleared of ashes, 
puniirie-srones, and ciutlers, with the plantuilona and 
vineyards which during a lapse of ages bad progres¬ 
sively covered them, the a-Htoni»hecl traveller beholds 
temples, theatres, houses, and lomhsT again restoriul 
to-day, ami on a level with ihe sorroiiniling plain* 
Tlie iiiassive covenDg having Ijcen removed, the fijo- 
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tli^m i rave Her wiilk^h rough the strertiij visits itie leiii- 
pli-a^ Hscenils the ainphillie^ltrcs, imil efiters the houses^ 
shopS;, nnfl portiros of the ancieivt Rotiums, with the 
same facilitv as wOnii they lirst fiiiisheil^ In 

some lie finals the fiirnitiire nor yri retiiovetli in a few 
the skeIrtonB of their infialntntits still riMiinin, It a 
aeene whit’h lilts the mind w ith srmsaitionB iinpossihk 
to deBcrihe, or (ireviouBly to roneeive. 

Blit the iinmcdiate object wLii li eaiiscil me to tsike 
tills ri'lrospeclcv^c \icw^ wnis the Homan villa just men- 
tioni-r]. On entering the portal I fnncird myself in one 
of the inoilem iiiansLons of an orienttil eity, and par- 
tkuWly the durbar which 1 so bug occupied in 
DhulKiy. Like tin? Asiatic houses^ ihe Ibriipctan vilhi 
ronsiBted of Severn! rsingcs of a]iartment^t Bummndlng 
a large aren^ ^ ith a folintaiu and gJirden in the centre j 
riirh floor liad a veraurbi, or portfcoi overlooking the 
garden, imi! shading the rooms, lending also to the 
clu^a^Uj laithst and stori-rcinnis similar (n those in 
India: these had been tlinti lately ekaredt iind dis¬ 
covered the tracery of the flower Ijeds^ wtid ehamiels 
from the fountain, all perfect. In the extensive cellars 
wdiieh i'Ocirrie the ar£a_, under (he summer apartments, 
I saw several wine jara^ some fixed in the lava, others 
stauding loose against the wall; many of them con¬ 
tained the dried lees of red wine, which even then 
retained a fragrant odoilr^ 

In clearing the ruhliish from one of these ccilarBj the 
work men discovered eight skeletons of the unhappy 
faiidly crowded together against tlie door, which o|.jeaed 
untwords into the areii; ancl, from the aecuiunLition 
of lavm could not b? pie^Iicd fnrwoids; thilhcr thise 
fir voted jicrsojis liEid fled for reftigc from the Imrning 
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sif iiiw]iliL're iibftv'f*; sanit of tbc firniuU'S w^r-s adoi'ii-trd 
with hracclcta of gold and jewels; (lie miister of the 
Louse stootl next the door, with one hiuill on the key, 
smd :i of in other* 

lu the paintings diaeovered at Herciilanetini and 
Pompei^ are inan}^ near rc9i’'njlilaiicebi to the houses 
and in India^ and inneh oriental eostuinc ni 

other rc'Hpeers ; but the real ohjetta ^ere far jimre 
tnipresgive * rapecially the soldicaa’ guard-rooms and 
portieos jnst rnentioned, which tire so ^^ery siiiiihir to 
those Jit Dhuboy that I c^jiild not ouiit the euujpa 
riHon. 

The Bhanta, and oral historians of the country, say 
that these fortifications, with the tank and Hindoo 
tvinples atljoining, cost nine crorcs of thjr cs ; opwards 
of len ctiillioiis sterling. This is not iinprobablej when 
we consifler the extent and heauty of the* walls ami 
corridureSj the gnindeur of the double gatc^s, and the 
amazing ex]>enHe of bringing such masaivc stone^j from 
the distant monntains; for not the (smallest pebble is 
to be found in that part of Gu^^erat. The city-gates 
ate all strong aijd hcauriful; there is a double gate id 
the ec^nire of each face^ with n spaciotis area between, 
siirroniulrd hy a curridore and rootiis for the guariLi. 
But the enstern iwirtal, called by way of eminenq! the 
i^ite of Dftimond\\ and the temple coiinw^ted with it, 
pri'sent t!>e most cnniplcte and etegatil spetiiricn of 
///wr/fio tjiste I ever ^aw. In proportion of architecture 
and eleguncc of scdlj^tnrc, it far exceeds sinj of their 
ancient or modern structures I have met with ; and the 
latter is superiurto the figures at Salsctte and tjie Ele- 
jdiariia. This hefiiitiful pile extends three hundred and 
twenir feet io Icngili, with proportionate height. 
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Rows of dcpliants, riLlilycapariHOTiecI,support tlie niiissv 
fiibric j thf nrcliitraves and borders roiind theronijiurr- 
nI eels of li {cures arc very elegiuity iind ihc groups rif 
worrior^j performing martial exerdsesj on liarscbaclv*oii 
foot* iiod on fighting elepbants, sipprom-l! nearer to the 
athletic gladiators and cliissical has-ndiefs of atieient 
Greece^ than •my pcrfonjiadiT& in the cscaTtitkuis of 
the Eleiihanta, or the best finished temples 1 have seen 
in Hiiidoatim. The warlike weapons of the soldicrsj 
wiiL their amiour, as also the jewels, chatna* and oma- 
iiirnts in the eaparisoned and ekphatitSj are ;uh 

niirahlv finished i there is likewise a profusion of lions, 
eaRR-k, bircLsj and serpents, too numerouH to diseritni- 
niUtv In one compart in L'nt^ a uiati and woman, stiiiid- 
iiig undiT a plantain-tree^ with an infant at their feet, 
are rery conspicuons; it forms a separate groups re¬ 
sembling the genend rep resen ration of Adam and Eve 
in paradise* The serpent^ which forms sodistiiiguitslu'd 
a feature in the Hindoo luythology^ and is liJ^uaUy in- 
trod need with OUT first pareiitsj (liadc no part of this 
sculpture, although a prominent subject in other 

In the sculpture of the ca^itfirii portal the cohra di 
cii|vello was very distinguishable y and not only this 
speeiesj hut a variety of other large snakes aljoundc^d 
in the city and its mviroiiSj^ eapctf-iiilly in the batijam- 
groves without this bratittfu) gate. Tlie ruinous 
Imi I flings near the durbir were so infested by serpents 
of almost every description* tlmt I frcfjuenLly employed 
the ehajiners to withdraw thein. The cobra-di-capello, 
like those mentioneil at B€irochi% were considered as 
llie guardian genii of my garden. The Brahmins and 
Hindoo a.'^trologers of Dhuboy on hearing my escape 
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from lilt- Imodi'il-sniikc.iiml thecolirii nuilipllL* ftiiind in 
»urh riiiiiifim in my beiWbaiiibrr at Bumlmy* began 
ibftr astrological ciilcnlations, lUiidc abundiiut nse of 
the astrolabe, and in due time recorded me on tUcir 
fubalistkid tablcis aa a very Iiiiky man i for ^‘bich I 
was indeJjted to my friends and proicetora in the coln- 
lirr tribe. Tacitus says, Nero in bis Infancy was lup- 
poacd to have liepn guarded by two serpents. Accord¬ 
ing to Morpliy, Suetonius explains the origin of ibis 
fable, from a report dial certam assassins were luted 
by Messaliua to strangle Nero in bis bed, in order to 
reiUDVe the rival of Britatinicns. Tlie men went to 
t^XLCute lUeir [Uirpose, but were frigbtenet! by a ser¬ 
pent that crept from under his pillow. Tins tide was 
(K-cirsioued by a serpents skin being found near Nero’s 
pillow ; wbitli, by his inotlicrs order, be wore for some 
time upon bis right arm, endosed in a golden bracelet. 
In the Indian Autiipiities, a work of deep reaearcb 
and great merit,Mr. Maurice ingirnioufily remarks, “that 
it is inipoHsiblc to say in wbat country the wor^sbip of 
serpents first originated. The scrjicnt was probablj a 
symbol of tlie or edl gctilus; imd those 

wliosp fears led tlinn to adore, by way of pacifying the 
edl demon, erected to the st'r]icnt the Brst tilUir. Ill 
siicecediiig periods, the nimual renewing of its fikiu, 
added to the great age to which it sotnetimes arrivedi 
induced the priiiiitlve race tO' make it the syriibol oi 
immortality. Serpents biting their tails, or interwoven 
ill rings, w'cre thenceforwivrda their favourite symbols 
of vast ii>troilomical cycles, of the zodiac, and soiiie- 
tiiiies of eleriiity itself. In this linage of the Bviiiliot 
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Wi- spe it i?nfoldmg sdl the statues of fttids and ileilied 
rnjaliH in ilie sacred eavcrriB of Sal^cttc iiml ElcpbMita. 
S)Ti:fcboIs idiso Indog the arljitrary scnsiible sipis of intel¬ 
lectual ideas, in moral philosophy, the serpents, dcAibt- 
lea a from ^hat they themMelvcs observed of itj mid 
from the Moaaic tradition concerning Its being more 
subtle tlian any other animal, hccame the emblem of 
vs^isdom. All ancient Phteniciaii fnigincnt, preaerved 
in tl]e CEdipiis Egyptiivcnsj fully e^tplaina the notion 
which the Egy'piians and other p?igan nations ciiter¬ 
rain rci of thb coiitpomid hleroglyphict the olobe^ 
and HEKfEMT, which decorated the portula of 
their proudest trniplea. Jupiter, says the fnigment, is 
an iiiiugiiied sphere t from that sphere Is produced a 
serpents The sphere shews the divine nature ta he 
without bcglnDiiig or end; the serpent, his word, 
which animates the world and makes it prolific; his 
wings, the Spirit of God, that liy its moltEm gives life 
m the whole fiimidane system.^ 

The principal image in the temple at the east gate of 
Dhuboj is said to have diamond eyes ; from their 
magnitude 1 doubt their reality; the Bruliiiiins have 
proliably exchanged those magnificcut ornaments for 
stones of inferior v^due. Whether this portal was dig¬ 
nified w'ith the npijcilatlon of ihe gate of diafiiouds 
from those brilliant eyes of the fJeity, or from its costly 
architecture, I ciinnot say; but I have no doubt that 
this itunienBc work^ w ith the sjinctity anucsed to ii^ as 
well as to the temple itself^ is indebted for its celebrily 
to iis eastern situation, aa lunch Jits for its ornanicntii^ 
Possibly, bad it not Is^cu erected in that relative aspect 
it would not bonat of niich magoifieenec, tVhether 
this gate w'as pix.iiliafly appropriated to the entrance 
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of tlie mi client Hindoo raj^tlihj and Brtilionns of 
liight'T ordi'r. or wLetlicf opened oiilj for ilic admittsion 
of religii>iw proffiisions,' 1 tould Qot leam from tra- 
tlition* 

Miiny paflisapcisj from saertd tind profmie authors, 
may be addnet^d in aiipport of tlie idea timt the cast 
wiiH generally considered to be a more sacred aspect 
than the other carditnd points i -v-bether from tLc sun 
rising in tbiii f|uartLT of the heavens, or from ivljat 
other cause, is unnecessary to inquire. 

The eastern gale of Dim boy was not only a venerated 
part of the city, but the general tnorning rendcuvoiw 
of the Bnhnjina and principal inhabitiitits ; shady tree* 
protected tlu tn from the heat, and on the verdant slope 
without the cjcterior jiorlal, hetdlcsa of all the Lolul;ei 
gf'UUs, or trusting to the reputed benevolence of the 
warning linaril, they enjoyed a listless sndoleuee, or cn* 
teriui on the political news of the day, a favourite topic 
witli most of liie castes in India. Under these trees 
were some rude altars of stones, uncouth, imd appa- 
retilly imlitwn ; smooth by age and the friction of the 
worshipperSj especially *ui ordeal stone under a hanlan- 
tree, daily strewed with flowi-ra, ami anointed with oil, 
where the citizens generally assembled tor llieir morn- 
iti;; (,Iisu^uii?^ion». 

A puhlir well without tJit^ Gntr iif DjuiiioiicU wus 
place of still prentPT report ? there most travellers 
hulted for Eiluitle niul relVoshuietit. The wometi, as 
alrcatli^ mentioneiU ffeipient the foilntsi ids sind reset- 
Toirs DiomiUff and eveiimi;^ to dniw wuter. Many of 
the GuKenit w^ells luivu steps leudinfj dowD to the siir- 
fitce of the wiiter* others have uot; nor do 1 recollect 
aliY furnished w*^jth buchets and ropes for the couve- 
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nictiC4?of a stTa^>gtT i most travvHera arc thrrefiir^ pro¬ 
vided with thciri^ and baleaTra!i and religions pil^riuia 
freqiientlv carry a auiall bniis affixed to a long 
string for iliis purpose. Tlie Samaritan woman, in the 
memorEiljle cotiVeTsaiion with our Saviour, says unto 
him, ^ Sir, thou haai nothing to draw with, tttnl the 
well i-y deep; frutn whence then ha&t thou tluit liviug 
water f" JohUjCh. iv. ver^ I L Nothing h more common 
than for strangers to enter into eonversatjon upon such 
octasion^p Ila]jpv was the meeting of the woman of 
Sychar with the holy tniveller at Jacob’s w^elL An ns- 
seiiiblage of tnlgrims at aij oriental reservoir, often 
brings to mind the luteiriew in SnJiiariiu Wheit at 
Rome I p or chased a picture on this subject, by 
Gnereino,large tis life; reckoned one of the finest w'orks^ 
of that master ; meekness and digthty are happily 
hleuded In ihf! Saviour's countenance, und the whole 
eompositioo is a chef d'tmivrc of the Italian sehooh 
A learned friend, eminent in hi<3 profession, on sw¬ 
ing it at Sianmorc Ilill, wrote the following extempore 
lines, which I trust he will forgive me for inserting. 

** fiooQ OM ih^ fillif n cart&in t undniWp 
My Boul I# fill'd wjtli rcfvercatlaJ nwe; 
tiimDtlqnd viinouB flgitam my breoist, 

WitJi ftiiT* griefi jajf nJlcruately iiijprt^tr 
Wlitin tbii frail Eiujr Ssmarilmi I view 
Trembling wIlliconeciouBguilt, 1 tremble tool 
Like her, 1 iecni a wretched Atmier* brou^lii 
Ht'forc tltai God, frbu kuowit uiiuDst tlieu|f]il; 

With thaiTie nb^uh'di back from myself I sturU 
And keen remorte nnd Kirroiir pierce my heart. 

But when I hat imuge meets my raYisb'd ^glu, 

^V^erc iortiiew, gmeej ami dignity, unite 
Meckni^ wilh oinjeaiy^ I tbiok I tee 
My God hJrosrIf clotlrd in mcnality i 
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Hit eyes bcsie meecy. while hJi \ips reprove, 

Tcmiwtjng rebuke with gentleftc« and lave: 

[lis hand upimetl, pomii llie way ti> heaven j 
I beer liia veJee—‘ Ket'ent, and be forgiT’n !' 

Deepondijrg fcNirs no inure my peace duitroy, 

Sarrnw's lihicb j-loum. lltipe ripee* into Joy 1 
Bui, ir* iiwre reeeirblnhfo here [iDurtruy'd, 

The child ul;' Art. the eflect ef light and sbade, 

Can to my nilnd such strung Ecneatieescftll, 

O I what must be thu Great OHginjil t” 

B, I.S. 1707. 

The Dliauta and Chttrruas, the only Instorions ot‘ 
GilKernt, itecount for this ospeosive tunl sutnptiious 
port it] anti the other miiguificrnt struclurea in tho 
city, by the following story; which is prol)tibly 
fimncled on tbotigh blended with fable. Their 

traditions relate that uiany centuries ago, a Hindoo 
rajah, nanicd Sadara Jai Sthng, the “ Lion of Vic-* 
torv" reigned in Pntttjn, the PaifhfinH, or Patta/m, 
of the ancient Greeks; a city built on the batiks 
of the river Gntfacerif, at a great flistancc frofn 
Dhulioy, 

According to the priiijeged cuatoni of orientid 
liionurelis, this rajaJi had seven wives, and many 
coucuhlnes ; the first in niitk, and hi* grentest favoa- 
rite, was culled Rattanalee;, llie “ Lustre of Jewel*" 
an ndditional name coDferred upon her, exprt'Ssivc of 
transcendent wwth and superior beauty; in whids, 
Btnl every elegant arcomplishtnent, she excelled all the 
lidies in the harani. She thus preserved an asccn- 
danev over the rajah, notwitlistanding she Lad no 
child, and several of the rest had presented him with 
princes. The intrigues and jealousies among the 
st-clndeil females in the i*astern harams are well known ; 
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tlic'v prcviolcfi pow't'rfiillv Putlinij wIitTC ibc 
wltl- qU jeulmw of Ujillannlre, mul used evenr uu'iUis 
to alicoate the rnjaU’s iifiedJOD from Lis fiivourUe ; 
but ivhcD'they fouinl ilmi she also was in a stnte oi 
pregnaney, their hatrL-cl knew ud bounds. According 
to the sujuTslititiUii customs of the Iliiiiloos, iliej 
cmplovefl charms imd tulismaus to prevent the liirth 
of thf child; and the beloved sulluiiu, sii|>£!rstitious 
uud credulous as ihciiisi.'lvcs, imiigiin d their sjit lls Iiitd 
taktu effect, and that while she reiuained iu the psdiiciN 
her infant would never see the light. 

Impressed with these ideas, she departtil with a 
sph-udid retinue to saertfiee at a celebrated, tciiijile oil 
the hanks of the Neriiudda, and after a long journey 
-arrived late in tlic evening at a biiCrtd grove ulid lake, 
aliotil ten rnilesfrOiit the river, on the very spot where 
Dhijbay uow stands; there the princess jiltched her 
tents, intendini: to ipndude her journey tiie next 
juuriiiiig. In this grove dwelt a Gosaunce, who had 
renounced the world, and passed his life in religious 
retirement. On hearing of Rattaualce’s arrival he 
rct|ue5lid to lie ndiuitted into her presence ; n request 
whirh is seldom refused to those holy men: he desired 
her not to proceed any further, as that grove wU-s 
sacred, and there in u few days she would be delivered 
of a son. Hie princess followed his iulvicc, luid eou- 
liiiued in her cneaiiipiniTit until the birth of her cliild ; 
who, at the Gosnntiec*!i desin*, was nannd '^''ispldow, 
or ^ the child of twenty months.'’ 

This pleasing new's was soon conveycd to the rajidi, 
who declared youug Alacldow heir to his throne ; and . 
finding his mother delighted with the spot where she 
had obtiiiued the blessing, and feiirful of returning 
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the laJies of tU hixr.im, Lc ordt^rcil the lake to 
rcrfil tkt PTOvi-a cxtradeJ, ioitl a lily i-rcoicd. 


in an to whose superior taste it was indibtcd for such 
extraordinarv beauty, be desired him to name a reward 
for his ser^'lees. The arehitect rcapeetfully replied, 
that being happy in the prince’s favour lie wiUitcd 
neither money nor jewels; Imt us the place bad not 
vet received any partietdar name, he entreated it might 
be called after'his own, Dubhowey, which was imme¬ 
diately granted, and with n sliglu alteration is the 
name it still retains. 

Dhuboy for a long time was inhabited only by 
Hindoos, no hlnssnlman lieing pemiitted to reside 
within the walls, nor under any pretence to bathe or 
w’ash in the tank ; hut a young Mahomedun stronger, 
named Seiad Ballah, on a pilgrimage with his mother 
Maraali-DoDcre, In their way to Mecca, alighted at a 
camvan.sary, without the gates of Dhuboy : and Setad 
Ballah, having heard mneh of its magnificence, walked 
in to gratify his curiosity. After viewing the curious 
gates and temples on the borders of the tank, and 
ignorant of any prohihitioti to the contrary, he rtishly 
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viftiiured to bathe in the aacred lake : the BrahtiiiosT 
deeailn|j the polluted, preYailed an the rdjah to 

puniah the ddinquetit by eutting off his haiida, to deter 
others from following liija ejtample: he was then 
turned ontof the elty Muth disgmee ; and thus covered 
with shnme^ and weak with the loss of blood, he could 
but juLst reach his mother at the caraviinsarji and there 
expired. 

These strangers were Mahoniedans of distinetion 
tiu n ou their way to Simit to embark for the Bed Sea, 
from the interior parts of Hindostan. Mam ah- 
Dooertr, after the first paroxysm of grief, laid aside 
her pilgrimage^ and vowed revenge. She iiiitue- 
dialely returned to her own cniintry, and sued to 
her sovereign to redress this disgrace and crucltj to 
her family; he Immediately ordered a lar^c army to 
marchj under the cpinritand of his vi/jer, against Dhn- 
hoy* The siege continued for seventl years ; at 
length famine raging in the city, the garri?»OJi 
fjaving no hopes of foreign assistancej made a sally, 
and fought with enthusiasm. A dreadful slaughter 
ensued; but the besiegers were at length victorions; 
the principal Hindoos lied to a distimt countQ^, and 
the Mkliomedans entered the city* On viewing the 
strength of the works, tlie vizier detertuined to destroy 
them: flirec aides of the fortress were immediately 
razed to the ground. The beauty and elegance of the 
weat face, and the magnificence of the four double 
gates, preser^^ed ihem from his fury. They remain to 
this day splendid monuinents of the erchitectoral 
taste of the ancient Hindoos. 

After the destruction of Dhnhoy, tile Mahonietlans 
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returned to tbelr own country, and the city re^nai^ncd 
for many years in it state of desolation. Miitna 
Doocree, the lady on whose account the expedition 
had been undertaken, came with the army a^amat 
Dhuboy, and dying during the siege, was revered aa a 
saint, and buried in a grove near the gate of diamonds 
wberrr her tomb still rcumills. Near it a perronited 
stone, already mentioned, is used fur ordeal trials. 
The monument of Semd Balliih is near that ot his 

mother. 

men the Moguls finally com[uercd Gazerat, Dhu^ 
bov once more became populous, and remamed under 
their government upwards of two eenturies; it then 
feU into the hands of the Mahrattos, who rebuilt the 
vralls in their present heterogeneous condition. Under 
them it contmtied until the lieginning of I78lh when, 
during the Mnhratta war with the English, General 
Goddard appeare<I Ijcfore it at the head of an English 
army from Bengal. While he was preparing for a 
siege, the pundit with the Maliratta troops evacuated 
the city in the night, and the next iiiomlTig the Eng¬ 
lish took possession. GeneriJ Godilard having esta, 
blished a garTison, marched to the con finest of Ahme- 
dahad, and 1 was appointed to take charge^ of this new 
acquisition, and to collect the revenues, still retaining 
my sitnatioti as a member of the cotmcll ai Barcche, 
W'herc I occasioniJly resided. 

The circumstiuiccs of gi«ng a name to a city on any 
particnhir occasion, or of changing the name on some 
extraordinary event, frequently occurs in ancient hia- 
torv, as we find at Alexandriit, Constantinople, and 
many other places. In India it is equally prevalent; 


CITY UF WATHJLB. 
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Ahmcduhad, Hyderabad, and Aarcuigabad derive their 
nflnie from their founder or couipieror; and although 
the foriuer natoe of Dhuboy, if the spot hud iitiy peeu- 
liar appi'liattoti, is no longer reiueinhered, T should 
suppose it imist have bci’n the “ city of watersfor in 
the rainy season it is completely ItmtliUed hy large 
bikes, so tliat the cattle swim in and out of the gates 
every morning and evening. A similar passiige oecors 
in the ruign of David: when the Israel it ish monarch 
sent Joali, his principal general, to besiege Rubbah, a 
royal city of the Ammonites. After the conipiest, Jo.tlj 
sent messengers to David, and said, "1 have fought 
against RubbaU, and have taken the city of waters; 
now therefore gather the people togetlier, and encamp 
against the royal city, and take it ; lest I take tlic city, 
and it be ctdled after my name ," — 2 Siimnt’l, ch. xii. 
27 , 2S. 

I had not been many weeks in Dim buy, before it 
was surrounded by the Maliratta army, consisting of 
near a hundred tliousand liorse and foot, who en¬ 
camped within sight of tile walls, altljough not within 
reiich of our cannon. The Dbnlmy garrison consisted 
only of three companii's of Bombay sepoys, com- 
uiiitided by three Europcati oHicers, a few' European 
artillery-nicn and tascars, with five byracs of Arabs 
and Scindiun infantry. Our situation was very unjdca- 
Btmt: but finding, from the halcamis tmd spies sent 
into the enemy's camp, that they entertained a iniich 
higher opinion of our strength, we were in hopes tie 
city might lie defended until we received u reinfofc®" 
ment from Barochc. 

Two Ehiglish gentlemen, with whom 1 was inti- 
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inutply attjrtdinicd, wort at that time hostages in the 
Malirutta I'iiiiijn one in the civil sorvico on the Bora- 
bay establish meat, the other a militiiry olfieer. The 
former contrived to send me scerctlv a few words con¬ 
cealed within the tube of a very small (juill^ run into 
the messenger’s ear, to inform me of the enemy's de- 
teriiiinaiioQ to recapture Dlmboy; advising me, os I 
could expect no relief from Barochc, and general God¬ 
dard’s army was pursiitnga dJlfcrcnt direction, to make 
the best terms possible, and deUver up the keys to 
the Mubratta sirdar, os all resistance would he vain. 
My libiarj at Dbuboy was very aciintyi the Annual 
Registers and Encyclopedia were its principid treasures. 
1 consulted the coornianding officer, imd looked over 
various articles of capitulation, that in case of neces¬ 
sity we might at b’iist liuve tnaeJe lionourahle terms; 
and having no anillcry officer, nor engineer, we siu- 
diet! the treatises on fortification, gunnery, and simi¬ 
lar subjects, to stieugLhen the ramparts, repair the 
towers ut the Diamond Gate, and render the old MaU- 
ratta guns of some service. Fortunately, at this criti¬ 
cal period, the approucli of GeniTul Goddard, with his 
conquering army from Ahmeclahad, was announced; 
the Mahrattus instantly broke up their ent“aiD]>mcnt, 
and retreating towards Poonah, the general miirehed 
to Surat. 

The Indians thought my Eueydopedia rontuined all 
knowledge, from building a csstle to making a gun* 
carriage, and were constantly consulting itj anti so 
ingenious and pcibcvering were the ludian mtificers, 
that in a few months after my arrival I liad furnished 
the durbar with chairs, tables, sofas, and other neces- 
s^ articles from Eurqio, finished entirely by the na¬ 
tives of Guzerat. 
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PEACE. 


On the Maliratta army entirety leann^ the conjitry, 
the Byotii rettirnod to their reopective villag^cs and 
ngricultura] employtuenta, am! peatK and plenty once 
more bleased the pcrgimoa eatrusted to my care. 
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iH line HV/sp* "[UW rad “ tlatiir." 
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iid — Sfio, 13iuii(ur/' 
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^ ^''MatliJieliiriy rtffiiiJMnttiiBdlijiiret.''" 
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1^0 — ZTp tJirBwti hj '* tvad “ thrown m bj/* 

mi ^ .HI, far " Nurtmrftlji *' yFFbutUn.** 

i +* MAttafiiJli*rrjr rwrf MoClaairtirreE'.^^ 
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^ _ [JS^y^r enjtl^n tmd iniigncK^" 

340 — 4h ^r*' niniiiP ” rgad 

.lifI » ?4 ^ Jftf- ' ‘ rMeoibliii'' nod reMnabte. “ 

3d — 1 + , SnhcnriHtty *'* rw«f ‘‘ tkc SntMniLiit^ “ 

37 ri — Hoaiialiara rgad 

305 — d"^ fjfF *■* t'ffiiii! *'* L'-uihrailEfi..*' 

4JJ — &ij^r ■"■idle ** ™h# '* 

421 — 3p j%p “ month rfHrf “ fare/* 
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4d0 — dp /hr *' flf 1 Ei4h " in CiuliiL " 

4HS — ■!?□, /hr “ ™if " hfjirrj-'* 
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— U,fitr ** ever *" r*vd ** r-TErff* 

5^3 — f/ifr *+ Aklier/' liuf-rf '* to thfr witulr-riafn'^' 

315 — Aiil Riael rim/ AEju£ PmeJ." 

322 — ^r/^ drrBrfj^ FWif »■ dpcnnf^ft.'* 

401 — It/^ " rerilkfil" iW4/ +* ppetdled-*' 

450 — BO,/hr ■** SccenidaitiEw. *^ ** kretneLiliK^^ 

mi — ^./far^RiiloKW'Redflorr/'^ 

4T3 — Ifl./^r **Htflriil iPia Jiiw'ileni" ffiil''liberal uii bciie- 

toicnt*'* , , +, t 

4^13 — aip /flj- two timdr^c* uiii *ti1j to n liuodrid fr^ ^ • 

hundrrd td -a huatired idij iutj.'' 

505 — S3, for *■" Bjtiundi ** r**d *" Bjl hinifiL" 

3H — 1, <+V rnirn'' rwrf VrWiia" 
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